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Ever mindful of the health and safety of our community of faith during the
ongoing COVID 19 Pandemic, our Worship/Music team reached out to leaders of
our church, including health care professionals, to explore moving forward with
worshiping and glorifying God while protecting the well-being of our children,
youth and adult members, as well as our guests and staff. We give thanks to
God for guiding us as we continue to navigate through this challenging time and
to the congregation for your patience and cooperation.
We note the hopeful news that the Food and Drug Administration is presently
reviewing whether to authorize vaccination boosters believed to be effective in
targeting the BA.4 and BA.5 Omicron subvariants. The boosters could be
offered within weeks this fall according to the Associated Press. While recent
scientific/medical developments are promising, we as leaders of our
congregation must continue to be diligent in monitoring the progress of a
remarkably protean virus and acting prudently on everyone’s behalf.
Having lifted up prayers continuously for wisdom and discernment as to where
we are being led by the Holy Spirit in maintaining the physical and spiritual
health of our church, our pastors, and lay leadership and staff recently met to
discuss recommendations to update our COVID 19 protocols during worship and
church activities. After a complete and thorough discussion and having
weighed input from our church members, the committee planned the following:
• Continue to require masks be worn inside the Sanctuary during worship;
• Continue to allow an individual speaker or soloist to lower their mask
while at the microphone – the ease of hearing and understanding the
speakers is felt to be a risk well taken given the physical distance
available;
• Resume Choir in worship and rehearsals with distancing and with the
choir to wear masks in the Sanctuary at all times; plans are underway to
prepare for Advent music;

• Resume the Sacrament of Holy Communion (modified to observe safety
protocols) beginning in October and the first Sundays of each month. The
celebration of the Lord’s Supper is so very vital to our faith that the risk is
relatively minor in the brief lowering of masks with immediate re-masking
recommended;
• Continuing with proper ventilation throughout the Sanctuary with open
doors and use of fans;
• We will continue to explore coffee fellowship. Fellowship is a key to our
faith and with social distancing, while minimizing time unmasked
outdoors, the risks are felt to be minimal; it is recommended that masks
be worn while in the social hall;
• Continue with our highly successful online worship productions which
have been invaluable to extending the outreach of WLAUMC;
• Worship plans are underway, from September to December 2022,
including plans for Family Worship, Communion, All Saints Memorials, the
Advent season and Christmas Eve and Christmas day service both in
person and online. (Christmas is on a Sunday this year).
With our weekly attendance numbers on the increase, we remain
committed to our mission to Grow More Christlike Together sustained by
the living water that is Christ Jesus through worship and Christian
fellowship present in the sacred space that is WLAUMC.
Blessings in the Name of the One who calls us Beloved,
Stan Shimotsu
Chair of the Administrative Council

