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Sunday Worship Services
Inperson Services
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship
Online worship at wlaumc.com
Church Oﬃce Hours
MondayThursday
9:00 am2:00 pm
or call the Church Oﬃce at
3104791379
to speak to the staﬀ

A Word from the Pastor
Dear West LA UMC family and
friends,
Greetings in Christ! Though we (Viki,
Kirk and I) moved down from San
Jose and into the West LA UMC
parsonage at the end of the first
week of July, I have oﬃcially begun
my appointment with you as your
senior pastor on August 1st.
Please know how thankful we are to
have been given the month of July to
get settled here in the area and in
the parsonage.
Additionally, I am so thankful for the
many leaders and staﬀ of the church
who provided such outstanding
leadership throughout July between
Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet’s departure
and my start.

It is a blessing and joy to be here
and I and my family (wife Viki, son
Kirk, daughter Alison and sonin
law Joe) have appreciated so
much the warm welcome we have
already received.

Staﬀ
Rev. Keith Inouye
Senior Pastor
(408) 3550837 cell
KInouye27@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata
Japanese Language Pastor
beckyhirata@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
dryrkuyama@gmail.com
Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

The gift basket (with many
wonderful items), the beautiful
dendrobium leis, the cookies, and
your many kind individual expres
sions of welcome have been a
blessing!
(continued on next page)

Our Mission Statement
Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all persons
regardless of sexual orientation
or gender identity.

A pastoral visit to
Rose Honda and
Keiko Kano under
the garage port.

(Word from the Pastor cont.)

I pray that I can be as much a
means of God’s grace to you as
you have already been to me
and my family.
I am learning the traditions and
practices and organizational
structure of the church. I am also
discovering the many gifts,
talents, hopes and visions of so
many of you. I already sense
your great love and commitment
to the church. Indeed God’s
Spirit is truly evident in all I have
witnessed so far.
Part of my hopes for beginning is
to get to know all of the individ
uals and families of the church as
quickly as possible. To this
purpose I will do my best to
schedule times to visit with as
many of you as possible.
I know that for many in our
church the continuing COVID
concerns causes many to still re
main cautious regarding contact
with others but I am confident
that we can find creative ways to

connect via telephone, Zoom
teleconferencing, and other safe
ways to visit at your homes.
Recently I purchased four
camping chairs that are easy to
transport and set up where we
can more safely meet outside in
the open air. I am glad to visit
with church members and
friends in your front yard, back
yard or outside in the church
patio if this feels like a better
option for any of you. (see photo
of my visit with Rose Honda and
Keiko Kano with Viki).

Furthermore, please do not
hesitate to call me on my cell
phone (408) 3550837 if you
would like to schedule a visit, or
are going through a crisis, or if
you know of someone else ( in
our outside our church member
ship) who may need a pastoral
visit. I truly look forward to these
opportunities to meet you.
May God in Jesus Christ bless our
ministry together!

 Rev. Keith

October
Newsletter
Deadline:
Thank you for your
continuing support of
the ministry of
West Los Angeles
United Methodist Church!

The October Newsletter deadline is
September 15. Please email articles
and news to:
westlaumc@gmail.com. Thank you
for your contributions of articles,
photos, and news for our church.
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In Need of Prayer?
Are there joys and celebrations in your life that
you would like to share with others in our faith
community to raise to God in thanksgiving?
Are there trials, losses, or hardships that you or
those you love* are facing where the prayers of
others can provide added hope, support, and
encouragement?
In all that we encounter in life, the care and
support of others who hold us in prayer can
heighten our joys and help to make our burdens
light.
If you stand in need of prayer, please contact
our church oﬃce at (310) 4791379 or contact

Rev. Keith or Rev. Becky to let us know if you have
any personal prayers you wish to share confiden
tially with our pastors or more openly with the
entire church family.
 Rev. Keith
*When asking for our church family to pray for
others that you know, please be sure that you have
permission to share any personal information and
have permission to request prayers. Thank you!

Altar Flowers  August & September
In memory of Jerry Tominaga
Tominaga family
In memory of Joanne Setoguchi
Toshie Setoguchi, Sharon & Chris James
September birthdays
Stacey & Gregg Omori, Jane Shimotsu, Grace Seto
*To donate flowers, please sign up after worship
or contact the church oﬃce at 3104791379.
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United Methodist
Special Oﬀering Donations:

Native American Ministries
Much Thanks to the following for donating to one of our many United Methodist Special Oﬀerings!
Sam & Jean Dote, Mark & Helen Holmes, Steve & Maile Hirai, Lova Hyatt & Stuart Shimotsu, Keiko
Kano, Gregg Omori & Stacey Hirose, Stan & Jane Shimotsu, Cooke & Elaine Sunoo, Diane Yamagata,
Anon. (6).

A Postcard from our UM Missionary: Joy Prim
Dear West LA UMC Church Family,
Greetings from here in HK (Hong Kong)! I’m incredibly thank
ful for the love and support of my home church family as I’ve
returned to the mission field even during the pandemic. It
was great to meet many of you back in May 2022 during my
brief visit. Holding you all in my prayers during the summer
and fall as various ministries find ways to continue to adjust
to the pandemic. Serving God, serving the people.
Deaconess Joy Prim

Joy Prim, UM Missionary
to Hong Kong

On August 14, 2022, the United Women of Faith/UMW met for the
first time in almost three years. Eighteen women and Rev. Keith
were in attendance.

Submitted by Pam Sase Ryder, UMF Chair

Since there were old members and new people attending, we each
had an opportunity to introduce ourselves before we began the
meeting. We reviewed the purpose and goals of the UWF/UMW and
agreed to start planning activities to raise funds for local and inter
national eﬀorts to benefit Women and children as well as other
activities. If you have any interest in the UWF/UMW please see
Sharon Kinoshita Gill or Pamela Sase Ryder.
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Children’s Ministries
submitted by Susanne Nagata,
Sunday School Superintendent

Rally Day 2022
Sunday, August 21st was the first day
of our Sunday School school year. The
teachers for the Trekkers (4th to 8th
graders) and Explorers (PreK to 3rd
graders) paraded into the church and
were introduced to the congregation.
Our teachers are Sharon KinoshitaGill
and Mike Dote for the Trekkers and
Sheryl Enock and Susanne Nagata for
the Explorers. To commemorate
moving up to the Trekkers class, our
Fourth Graders received new Bibles.
We announced that KCBS (Kids Crea
tion Bible Study) will be held every last
Sunday of the month by Kathy Ore
baugh, Seidi Valencia, and Ashley Ram
sey. KCBS will begin at 9:30 along with
the service so all of the kids (PreK to
12th Grade) will get to have their own
mini version of service with music, a
lesson, and Super Special Creation
Craft as the main event!

the
h gives
Rev. Keit Message.
’s
Children

Susanne introduces
the teachers.

Finally, we celebrated and gave thanks
to some Sunday School leaders who
served and cared for our church’s chil
dren for decades. First, after almost 20
years, Sharon KinoshitaGill stepped
out of the role of Christian Education
Committee Chair and Sunday School
Superintendent. Susanne Nagata has
stepped into the role. Thank you to our
teachers Sonia and Carlyle Dixon, Jean
Dote, and Janice Nishida. You nurtured
the spirits of our future generations!

Sharon
pre
to our 4 sesnts Bibles
th grad
ers!
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Kizuna (founded in 2011) is a local Japanese Amer
ican community based summer camp for kids ages
713 (entering 2nd grade to entering 8th grade)
centered on building a foundation of Japanese
American cuture & heritage.
West Los Angeles United Methodist Church has
been a host site for one of their many camps held
in various locations in Southern Callifornia and
beyond each summer. The West LA camp was held
from August 612. Our own church’s Penny Nagata
participated for the first time this year!
Penny Nagata
wears her
“shibori” (tie dye)
Kizuna TShirt she
made.

In an interview with Penny, here are some of her responses to
questions asked of her:
What was the best thing you experienced at Kizuna Camp?
Penny: “I liked going to Kizuna every day and saying hello to everyone!”
(IInterviewer’s commentary: Penny is a wonderfully outgoing child and just being
around others in community brings her great joy!)

What was one of your favorite activities?
Penny: “Well I liked the parade! We all made our own (parade) floats.
Ours was based on Hello Kitty!
I understand that Kizuna Camp teaches you about Japanese culture, language, and
Japanese American history; what kinds of things did you learn?
Penny: “We learned about the word ‘kansha’. Kansha means giving thanks and giv
ing kindness to other people and telling people that you care. We got a coﬀee can
and we donated things to people.”
At Kizuna Camp I watched you do a wonderful skit and at the end your whole
group shouted out the Japanese word “motainai!” Can you tell me what that
means?
Penny: “it means ‘don’t waste and recycle’”.

The above is a “Thank You”
banner that the children and
directors of Kizuna Camp
2022 made and gave to our
church at their closing cere
mony that expresses their
gratiiitude for hosting
Kizuna Camp this year!

These were just a few of the many questions that
Penny answered. She shared that they had an obon
experience with dancing and game booths and that
they made many crafts like her “shibori” (tie dye)
Kizuna Tshirt. Penny said she had a great time and
hopes to attend next year!
If you want to know more about this community
based nonprofit organization Kizuna go to:
https://gokizuna.org
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Our West LA UMC
Compassion Camp held in July!
Submitted by Jeri OkamotoTanaka

For five Sundays in July, our children focused on
being God’s compassionate presence in their
families, neighborhoods, and the world through
Bible lessons, music, movement, and crafts. We
transformed the Learning Center into a rainbow
of creativity and fun filled with the joy of 10
children who learned that selfcompassion and
empathy are the first steps toward sharing
lovingkindness for all. Thank you to the partici
pating families, coordinators/teachers Sheryl
Enock, Shirley Fujisaki, Sharon KinoshitaGill,
Susanne Nagata, Jeri OkamotoTanaka, Kathy
Orebaugh, Ashley Ramsey, and Seidi Valencia,
and youth assistants Adam and Bennett Kim.
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Youth News
2022 United Methodist
Asian-American Summer Camp

Submitted by Viki Inouye, NJAUMC Camping Board Chair

After two years of the pandemic
and virtual camp programming, the
decision for Asian Camp to meet in
person was made! 45 youth, 14
camp staﬀ and 12 adult staﬀ
volunteers, gathered at Camp
Lodestar located in the Sierra
Nevada foothills in Wilseyville, CA.
Participants came from So./No.
California, Colorado and Washing
ton. This summer we missed a
delegation from Japan that has
joined us for 6 consecutive years
before the pandemic.

days went on we came to
know more and more
people. We have been to
other church camps, but
they did not have the
same sense of community
that we felt at Asian Camp. (Adam)

Camp was the most social event
that I have ever been to. There
were opportunities to meet others
and to get to know them during
growth groups (age level groups) in
the cabin and the diﬀerent
activities. I talked to so many
people from not knowing anyone
before. Deep discussions and
hearing one another’s experiences
during growth groups helped to
form personal connections with
others. I made a lot of new friends.
This year West LA UMC was repre My favorite memory of the week
sented with Bennett and Adam Kim was on the last night to see and
say goodbye to all the people I
attending camp for the first time!
met. It was special to have one last
They were able to share their
conversation together. (Bennett)
experiences in the August 21st
Sunday service. Below is a
This year’s camp theme was
summary of their reflections.
“Resurrection.” How did it speak
to you, challenge you and help
Describe your first experience.
How would you describe the camp you to grow in your faith?
community?

Since this was our first year, we did
not know anybody. We felt a little
timid, but the sense of community
began before camp when a coun
selor named Kai came to talk to us
as we began the drive to camp.
Everyone was extremely kind,
without judgement and as the

In our group discussions campers
shared that they felt distant from
God and even lost their faith during
the pandemic. These conversations
resonated with me and reminded
me that life is constantly evolving
and though my faith may
disappear at times it is still a part
of me. Being at camp was like a
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personal resurrection to reconnect
with my faith. (Adam)
Social Justice programming is a
hallmark of the Asian Camp
program. What societal disparities
and hurts of the world did the
campers liftup to talk about?
This program was an opportunity
for the youth to express issues that
were on their minds. Campers
identified the a wide variety of
topics that included: Health Care
Issues (Roe v Wade and Mental
Health) Racial Injustice, Economic
Inequality, Gender Identity, and
Gun Violence. The topic I choose to
participate in was Gun Violence as I
see the eﬀects in everyday life.
There is more fear in my high
school (teachers are more cautious
and want to practice active shooter
drills. Our group felt that better
regulations for gun control is the
beginning to a solution. (Bennett)
Thank you to Adam and Bennett
for sharing your reflections!

Nichigobu*Ministry News 日本語部ニュース

*Japanese Language

敬老の日
今年も私の大好きな敬老の日
がやってきました。コロナ禍
で礼拝に参加できないシニア
の兄弟姉妹も多くいます。シ
ニア弁当ミニストリーは、
WLA教会の愛するシニアメン
バーに喜びと感謝の気持ちを
もって9月3日にお弁当を届け
たいと思います。また、9月18
日は敬老の日礼拝を守り、礼
拝後は礼拝参加者にお弁当が
準備されます。
「胎内にいる時からになわれ
ており、生まれる前から運ば
れた者よ。あなたがたが年を
とっても、わたしは同じよう
にする。あなたがたが、しら
がになっても、わたしは背負
う。わたしはそうしてきたの
だ。なお、わたしは運ぼう。
わたしは背負って、救い出そ
う。」イザヤ46:3-4
年をとったら、主に背負って
もらい、主に守られることを
信仰により覚えさせられ感謝
です。敬老の日おめでとうご
ざいます！
September is my favorite month,
because, we get to celebrate
“Keironohi” together, just like
what I used to do in Japan.
Café Aloha Bento ministry would
like to show “Kansha”(thankful
ness) by providing special Bento

Keirōnohi
(Senior Day)

to our Jichan & Bachan on
September 3rd . Also, Nichigo will
celebrate Keironohi together on
September 18th. Special bento
will be provided after Nichigo
service.

9月3日（土）敬老の日弁当
コロナ問題が続きます。教会
では敬老の日を感謝してシニ
アのメンバーにお弁当を届け
ます。ご希望の方は教会オフ
ィスまでご連絡ください。

Café Aloha Senior
Lunch Bento delivery
on September 3

Jichan & Bachan, I know how
much you have loved our church
family and supported us. We give
thanks to our God for all our
Jichan & Bachan for their deep
love and wisdom. KeironoHi
Omedetoo Gozaimasu!

To celebrate KeironoHi, Café
Aloha ministry would like to reach
out to seniors 70 and older by
delivering Bento. If you are
interested in receiving Bento,
please contact Church oﬃce.
メニュー：鰻丼、味噌汁、
菓子、フルーツ
Menu:
Unagidon,
Misosoup, Kashi,
Fruits

Celebrating the
We celebrate the
Sacrament
baptism of the
of Holy Baptism daughter of
Hiromi & Neil
Lathrop! who
was baptized on
June 5, 2022 by
Rev. Becky Hirata
in our church
sanctuary.

平田
Rev. Becky
Hirata
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Sat, September 17, 2022
10:00 AM – 5:30 PM PDT

In our church’s continuing commit
ment to be a reconciling United
Methodist Church and an ally and
advocate for full inclusion of all,

please join this upcoming Okaeri
event in covering LGBTQ+ ally
ship. Okaeri’s 2022 Allyship
Symposium, sponsored by Little

Tokyo Service Center and JANM,
on September 17th, 2022, is a
oneday virtual symposium
covering the topic of LGBTQ+
allyship in six areas: family
(Japanese speaking), family
(English speaking), work, school,
faith (Christian), and faith
(Buddhist).

To register, go to:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lgbtqallyshipsymposiumtickets396031038497

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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