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Sunday Worship Services
In-person Services
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship

Dear friends,
The time has finally arrived to say good-bye. Janet and I will be retiring
from the active ministry at the end of this month and moving out of the
area, so this will be my final column to you.
We give God thanks for our partnership with you in the gospel.
Together we have said good-bye to old friends and welcomed new ones.
We have baptized infants and adults and taken communion together. We
have cared for one another and reached out to the community. We have
laughed, cried, and worked side by side. Together we have been the
church.
Great changes lie ahead not only for this church but for all churches.
The pandemic has hastened trends that were already taking place before
the pandemic. These include the passing of a generation of regular churchgoers, the increasing number of young people claiming no church
affiliation, and the decline of the public’s trust in institutions.
In spite of this, however, West LA UMC has remained a vibrant church.
It is an intergenerational and multi-ethnic congregation that is blessed
with talented laity and the sounds of children. It welcomes the stranger
and cares about our neighborhood, nation, and world. It is a lamp on a
lampstand; a city on a hill. West LA is evidence that God is still working!
Beginning in August, the church will be led by a new pastor, Rev. Keith
Inouye, and his spouse, Viki. They have the gifts and graces to build up the
vital ministry at West LA. They have a special passion for young people and
the marginalized in the community. They will serve the church well.
When Rev. Keith arrives, he and Rev. Becky will assume all pastoral
duties. Janet and I will be content to think and pray for you from afar. In all
things, we give God thanks for our time together and your many acts of
kindness and generosity on our behalf. May God continue to bless and
keep you always.
With appreciation,

Rev. Gary

Online worship at wlaumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am-2:00 pm
or call the Church Office at
310-479-1379 to speak to
the pastors.

Staff
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Rev. Rebecca Hirata
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Japanese Language Ministry
beckyhirata@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
ykuyama@roadrunner.com
Ms. Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Rev. Claudia Genung Yamamoto who attended worship on May 22. Claudia is
a United Methodist pastor and missionary in Japan. Our congregation
supports her ministry through prayers and financial support. She will return
to LA next year to share more about her work.
All of our church’s graduates as they celebrate their accomplishments.
The baptisms of Theo Gunter on May 1 and Yumiko Kosakai on May 15.
George and Keiko Kikuta’s leadership of the tai chi classes.
Cooke Sunoo as he becomes the West District Co-Lay Leader, assisting Rev.
Mark Nakagawa.
The men and women serving our country in the military.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
• Our congregation’s 92-year history of worship and outreach.
• Strength and comfort for the victims and families of mass shootings, and for stricter gun laws to
prevent these tragic deaths.
• Strength and courage for the people of Ukraine as they fight for their sovereignty, and for all of the
displaced Ukrainians and refugees.
Prayer Requests:
Please pray for our members and friends. They enjoy receiving your phone calls and cards.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.

Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet’s Retirement Plans
As Rev. Gary completes 12 years and Rev. Janet 11 years in ministry at West LA
UMC, they will be moving back to Claremont, CA where they resided prior to moving
into the parsonage. They will live in a home on the Pilgrim Place Retirement Campus,
reunite with long-time friends, visit family around the globe, explore new interests,
and find a church where they might lend a hand. Their new address will be 535 N.
Berkeley Ave, Claremont, CA 91711.
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English Worship Services
in June 2022
June 5—Pentecost Sunday
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Acts 2: 1-21; Philippians 4:4-7
Pentecost; Rejoice in the Lord
June 12
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Campus Minister Deaconess
Jeanne Roe Smith, preaching
June 19—Father’s Day
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Stan Shimotsu, preaching
Luke 10: 25-37
The Good Samaritan
June 26—Worship Celebration
Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet’s last
Sunday at WLAUMC
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
10:30 AM Special Program
11:30 AM Bento Lunch
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view recorded services.

Memorial Day Service
May 30, 9:00 AM, Woodlawn Cemetery
The annual Memorial Day Service will
be held at Woodlawn Cemetery on
Monday, May 30, at 9:00 AM. This
interfaith service includes chanting,
prayer, music, and messages in English
and Japanese. Our pastors participate
and welcome you to attend.

Special Summer Sunday School Series
“Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Lovingkindness”
July 10, 17, 24, 31 and Aug 7, 14 – 9:45 to 11:00 AM
In lieu of a week-long Vacation Bible School (as we ease out of
the pandemic), we will offer an extended in-person Sunday School
summer series with lessons, crafts, activities, and surprises for
children in the preschool to upper elementary grades. Trekkers
are invited to serve as Youth Assistants.
Our “Compassion Camp” will guide the participants in
experiencing compassion and lovingkindness for themselves, their
families, their neighbors and community, and in the world – all as
we Grow More Christlike Together.
A Day of Service is being planned for a Saturday in July where
our young participants and community of faith will join together
on projects supporting the needs of our neighbors and
community.
For information, contact me at jcokamoto828@gmail.com and
check the church emails and website for updates. We are also
exploring an online and/or hybrid option.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka

Reconciling Ministries
Our Rainbow Colors at West LA UMC
During June in our neighborhoods many will see
rainbow flags on lawns or hanging from balconies.
These flags celebrate LGBTQIA+ inclusion during
“Pride Month” and are a symbol that all of us, like the colors of
the rainbow, are unique and different.
West LA UMC also has a flag outside the church building
throughout the year that says “You Are Welcome” with the
Reconciling Ministries rainbow image. We display this because we
proudly announce our values that every one of God’s children are
equal and all have special gifts to offer. All are invited to the life
of our church and to participate fully in our community of faith.
The history of West LA UMC includes powerful stories of faith
by generations of members that wrestled with prejudice and
discrimination that is hard to imagine. These stories inspire and
remind us that a single congregation can provide shelter and
change lives for those who are marginalized.
Consider celebrating Pride and diversity in your own way this
month. This could be saying hello to someone new at church or
your neighborhood, learning about how to introduce your
pronouns or wearing a rainbow pin to show you are an ally of the
Reconciling movement. Our rainbow colors shine brightly at West
LA UMC!
Guy Cheney
Reconciling Ministries Chairperson
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May 1 Baptism

United Methodist Summer Camps

Theo Sho Gunter was born on
May 1, 2019. His first name
acknowledges the miracle of his
birth, as Theo means "God's
gift." He was also named in
honor of Janet's favorite
relatives, the Shimotsu family.
He was given the name Sho for her favorite uncle
and in memory of her beloved cousin Marsha who
loved her father dearly. Theo's favorite color is
orange and he dreams of becoming a forklift driver.
He practices daily by turning everything into a
forklift, including his own arms. He loves anything
you can find on a construction site, garbage/rubbish
trucks, and any food that grandma makes.
We welcome Theo into our community of faith!

Jr High Camp, June 26-July 1, is for
incoming 6th-9th graders to develop a
relationship with Christ through
tangible and practical life applications.
After camp, youth continue to grow in
faith through their churches and leadership in
their own communities.
Asian Camp, July 24-29, is for incoming 10th
Graders through entering college sophomores.
Asian Camp is in its 46th year of empowering and
inspiring youth, yielding lifelong relationships and
faithful servants of God.
For details and registration forms for these
two camps, please go to www.njaumccamps.org/.
Our church offers financial assistance to youth who
wish to attend Jr. High or Asian Camp. See the pastors
for details.

Deaconess Joy Prim
On May 8, Deaconess Joy Prim
spoke to our congregation about her
missionary work in Hong Kong with
migrant domestic workers. Joy is a
member of our congregation and we
are honored to be a part of her
ministry through prayer and financial
support.

Social Justice & Missions
The Social Justice Committee is working on
scheduling a date in July or August to participate
with the Kardia United Methodist Church in their
Community Sack Lunch Outreach Ministry.
This event will involve preparing a sack lunch for
the homeless in the surrounding neighborhood on a
Saturday within the kitchen of our church, and then
assisting the Kardia Church Konnection Crew with
handing them out on a Sunday.
Our Committee will need assistance in going to
the grocery store to buy ingredients for the sack
lunch and then putting them together at the church
on a Saturday, and/or distributing them the
following day. Participants can choose any individual
portion of the event that they would like to.
If you are interested in participating please email
Mark Holmes at mholmes64@yahoo.com.
Mark and Helen Holmes
Co-Chairs, Social Justice & Missions Committee
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OHANA Summer Picnic
IT’S ALL ABOUT CONNECTIONS & LOVE
ZOOM OHANA is a special time when we find and
maintain connections with each other. In May, seven
Ohana families gathered together and shared their
lives, checking in with each other on a glorious, sunny
Saturday morning.
We talked about “Making Sure to Add Seven Daily
Joys in Your Life” [for Self-Care in N.Y. Times], as well
as “Nine Steps to Effective Parenting” [KidHealth]. We
shared personal concerns about our children and their
siblings and Growing More Christlike Together while
strengthening faith-based values.
Looking forward, let’s celebrate the start of
Summer and the end of the school year by having a
picnic! We look forward to sharing time with you and
more caring, love and fellowship together! Join us!
OHANA PICNIC
Saturday, June 11, 2022
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Clover Park
2600 Ocean Park Blvd, Santa Monica 90405
Families: please bring salad, fruits, or desserts for
our special gathering. The main dish will be provided.
Thank you! Aloha!
Please RSVP to me at jnshimotsu@gmail.com.
Jane Shimotsu
Ohana Coordinator

Easter Offerings
Jared & Lisa Aoki, Vicki Ariyasu, Jo-Ann Ayres,
Carole Morita & Ed Brewer, Allison Brush, David &
Emily Cook, Sonia & Carlyle Dixon, Steve & Marilyn
Fujii, Tony & Shirley Fujisaki, Gayle & Anthony Gaw,
Lenny & Sharon Gill, Michael & Janet Gunter, Fred
& Sadie Hifumi, Don & Betty Hiroto, Linda Hoo, Lova
Hyatt, Satomi Ikuta, Ruth Inatomi, Barbara Isono,
Kazie Kame, Carol Kawata, Nancy Kawata, George &
Keiko Kikuta, Jane Kikuta, Joli Kishi, Yumiko Kozakai,
William & Vivian Kun, Kuyama family, Kaela Lavin,
Kai Lavin, Susan Lui, Karolyn Maeda, Kim Maeda,
Minako Matsuoka, Galen & Phyllis Murakawa, Peter
& Misao Murao, Bob & Gwen Nagata, Otto & Eleanor Nakano, Scott Nakaatari, John & Lilyan Nitta,
Amy Niwa, Takako Nomi, Aya Okada, Jeri OkamotoTanaka, Gregg Omori & Stacey Hirose, Masuko Ota,
Kimi Ouchi, Luc Ouyang, Yoshiko Ricca Riley-Nagata,
Norm & Marge Sakamoto, Jean Shimotsu & family,
Stan & Jane Shimotsu, Nadine Shintaku, Kinu Shishido, Cooke & Elaine Sunoo, Margaret Toy, Diane
Yamagata, David & Christine Yamazaki, Jeanine
Yamazaki, Kathleen Yamazaki, Masako Yotsukura,
Sadao Yotsukura, Anon. (7)

Book Fundraiser for the Church
The Staff Parish Relations
Committee is sponsoring the sale
of I Will Tell of Your Wonders, a
collection of writings from Rev.
Gary during his time at West LA
UMC. The selection consists of
sermons, prayers, newsletter
columns, and funeral messages
written between 2016 and 2021.
A limited number of copies will be available for
purchase. The cost is $25, with an additional $5 per
book if you wish your copy mailed to you. Books
may be paid for with cash or check made payable to
West LA UMC. Books also may be picked up at the
church office after June 1, and a signing is planned
following worship on June 5.
To reserve your copy, please contact the Church
Office at westlaumc@gmail.com or 310-479-1379.
All proceeds from the sale of the book will go to
the church’s General Fund.

Caring for God’s Creation
I recently had the extraordinary opportunity to
hike for 5 days across Catalina Island. At one point,
up high in the heat of the mountains, I almost
stepped on a lizard scurrying around. My first
thought was, “what must he think of me up here in
his territory?” Then I was stricken by what a strange
thought that was. Only a First-World, modern human
would have such an “us vs. them” mentality. “His
territory vs. my territory.” People centuries ago
might have instead reflected upon the beauty of the
cohabitation of the lizard and I.
I’m currently reading a book that brings up the
point that people will use the phrase “our planet,”
“our world,” “our environment;” as if we feel it
belongs to us. At first I defended these terms,
thinking that if the world belongs to humanity, than
that means we are responsible for it and responsible
for it’s well-being. But then I realized, if we possess
something, we feel the right to treat it however we
need to in the moment.
Regardless of my good intentions of home
cleanliness, I often neglect to pick up after myself if
I’m tired, or vacuum as often as I should, or make the
bed if I’m busy. But when I am a visitor in someone
else’s house, I do these things without fail and I do
more. I do extra dishes, make sure the room is
spotless, and change the sheets when I leave.
Perhaps it is time to change our perspective
about the Earth. The fact of the matter is: we ARE
visitors. This Earth was here before we got here and
it will be here after we leave (we hope). Maybe it’s
time to stop thinking of ourselves as separate beings
that have dominion over the world, and start
thinking of ourselves as being a part of it.
Jamie Thierman
Environmental Concerns Coordinator
www.jamiethierman.com

Creation Bible Study
After two inspiring and fun CBS
gatherings this Spring, Kathy
Orebaugh looks forward to resuming
the study and creative projects in the
fall. If you have ideas for items you
would like to make or teach others
how to make, please contact Kathy
at creationbiblestudy@gmail.com.
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Japanese Ministry
「ペンテコステ礼拝」
5月は、子どもの日と母の日のお祝いを覚え感謝する時をもちました。そして、5月15日、小堺姉の洗
礼式は特別な恵み溢れた礼拝になりました。新しい弟子としての歩みをスタートする姉妹に祝福があ
るように！
6月5日はペンテコステ礼拝です。聖霊の神様が下り、力を受けた聖徒たちは、福音を伝え伝道に励み
ました。そしてイエス様の弟子が次々と誕生したのです。今も私たちと共にいてくださる聖霊の神様
は、信じる人に特別な力を注いで満たしてくださいます。今年は、子どもたちファミリーのハンドベ
ル演奏を準備しています。一緒にペンテコステ礼拝を捧げ、教会が誕生した喜びを分かち合いたいと
思います。素晴らしい聖霊の神様、そしてキリストの体である素晴らしい教会を与えてくださった主
に感謝しましょう。

In May, we thanked the Lord for Kodomo-no-hi and Mother’s Day. And on
May 15 , we celebrated the baptism of Yumiko Kosakai together. May God
bless Yumiko as she starts a new life in Christ!
On June 5, we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday with special Kodomo & family
handbell music. After worship, we hope all will enjoy Kara-age bento. Please
come with your friends and family to worship together. The Holy Spirit fills
us, empowers us, and draws us closer to God!
th

6月4日（土）父の日弁当
教会では父の日を覚えてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方
は教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery On June 4(Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering
Chichi-no-hi (Father’s Day) bento. If you are interested in receiving bento, please
Yumiko Kosakai (with son and
contact Church office.
grandson)

メニュー：かぼちゃコロッケとカレーソース、菓子、フルーツ
Menu: Kabocha Croquette with curry sauce, kashi, Fruits.

Altar Flowers in May

580 Café
at UCLA
Lois Tateishi prepared lunch for students at the 580 Café on
May 24, and they couldn’t stop raving about the good food!
The students appreciated Lois’ kindness, time, and support.

In celebration of Theo’s baptism
Janet Hifumi Gunter & Michael Gunter
In celebration of Otto’s 88th birthday
Otto & Eleanor Nakano
In memory of Fumi Tsuruda
Bob & Gwen Nagata
To donate flowers, please sign up after
worship or contact the church office at 310479-1379. Please have floral arrangements
delivered on Friday before 10:00 AM so that
they will appear in the prerecorded worship
services and during Sunday worship.

6

Sunday, June 26
“Growing More Christlike Together”

A Celebration of Ministry for Rev. Gary & Rev. Janet
Join us on Sunday, June 26, at 9:30 AM for a special worship service
and at 10:30 AM for a celebratory program as Rev. Gary Oba and Rev.
Janet Cromwell conclude their appointments at West LA UMC and retire
from their decades of faithful and fruitful ministry in the United
Methodist Church. A casual bento lunch reception on the patio will
follow at approximately 11:30 AM. All are welcome.
We give thanks to God for the blessing of the pastoral leadership,
care, and vision of Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet. The laity are coordinating
special surprises and tributes and will be collecting a “love offering” for
our pastors during the month of June after worship.
If you would like to contribute to the event or have any questions,
please
contact
Lay
Leader
Jeri
Okamoto-Tanaka
at
jcokamoto828@gmail.com or the Church Office.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

JUNE\July 2022
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

