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You Are Welcome Here!

Sunday Worship Services

As our church has reopened in this (almost) post-pandemic time, we
are blessed to have new people joining us in worship for the first time. What
a joy! Even more people will likely “check us out” as the huge number of new
residential units in the surrounding neighborhood become filled with
occupants. Our congregation has a golden opportunity to welcome many
new friends into this thoughtful and active faith community. So how can we
provide the warmest welcome possible? Here are a few ideas.
We know that nearly every church shopper begins by going to the
church’s website. While our website is up-to-date, it would be great to have
a tech-savvy member freshen the look and streamline the pages to make it
more informative and inviting.

In-person Services
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship
Online worship at wlaumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am-2:00 pm
or call the Church Office at
310-479-1379 to speak to
the pastors.

Staff

When a person decides to attend a church, studies show that they will
decide if they will return within the first 10 minutes of their visit! That means
that first impressions are invaluable. Oftentimes, the first encounter is in the
parking lot where Naoto Tashiro warmly greets and points guests to the front
gate. Our new Welcome Table no longer needs to check reservations, so our
ushers can focus on meeting guests and providing directions.

Rev. Gary Oba
Senior Pastor
obagary@gmail.com

Once in the sanctuary, guests are encouraged to sit anywhere they feel
comfortable, whether it is in the front row, back row, or the place a longtime member always sits! Whether new-comers arrive extra early or a few
minutes late, those sitting in the same row can offer hospitality with a nod,
handshake, and hello. Asking a guest their name and remembering it when
they return lets them know they are recognized and valued.

Rev. Rebecca Hirata
Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
beckyhirata@gmail.com

Oftentimes we become so accustom to our worship format, that we might
forget that new-comers may need assistance in finding a song in the hymnal
or knowing when to stand or sit. Gentle assistance can help guests feel
comfortable and “at home” in our church.
Early on, a pastor told me to always say something to someone I didn’t
know (or know well) after worship before speaking to those I knew. What
great advice! Following this simple rule is an easy way to begin a new
friendship, knowing that having friends is the #1 reason that people continue
participating in a new church.
Welcoming new-comers is an important ministry that reflects Christ’s love
and inclusion of all people. Lets make sure that all are welcome here.

Rev. Janet

Rev. Janet Cromwell
Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
ykuyama@roadrunner.com
Ms. Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

English Worship Services
in April 2022
April 3—Fifth Sunday in Lent
5th Sunday in Lent
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 19:1-16a
Jesus is Condemned
April 10
Palm/Passion Sunday
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 19:16b—22
The Crucified Messiah
April 15
Good Friday
The Japanese-American Caucus of
the UMC will be offering a
recorded service focusing on the
last words of Jesus.
April 17
Easter Sunday Celebration
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 20:1-18
Resurrection
April 24
2nd Sunday of Easter
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 20:19-31
Thomas

Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view recorded services.

Baptism and Membership
Sunday, May 1, 9:30 AM
On Sunday, May 1, we look forward to baptizing and welcoming
one toddler and adult into the membership of our congregation!
This is an ideal opportunity for anyone who may be considering
baptism and/or membership to be a part of this joyful celebration
on May 1. If you are interested in more information or would like
to attend a baptism or membership class, please contact Rev.
Janet or Rev. Gary by early April.
Baptism and church membership is a wonderful way to
acknowledge what God is already doing in your life and to express
your commitment to grow in faith within this supportive church
family. Thanks be to God!
The Pastors and Worship Committee

Kid’s Creation Bible Study
Sunday, April 3, 9:45 AM, Room 3
Kathy Orebaugh and Sharon Kinoshita-Gill team up on the first
Sunday of the month to lead a fun-filled Sunday School Class for
kids Age 3 through Grade 3. On April 3, the craft project will be a
little bit messy, so kids are asked to wear casual clothes; i.e. not
their Sunday best!
More details will be forthcoming. In the meantime, parents are
asked to mark their calendars and bring their kids to church for
this special Sunday lesson and activity!

Adult Education—Creation Bible Study
Sunday, April 3, 1:00 PM, Learning Center
On April 3, we are restarting the Creation Bible Study (CBS)
small group for adults. We will meet in the Learning Center at 1:00
PM and begin with a time a check in before discussing a scripture
lesson and starting to create! April’s project will be Glass Etching.
If you’re interested in attending please contact Kathy Orebaugh
so she will know how many supplies are needed and to provide
participants with further instructions before April 3. Please RSVP
to Kathy at katlynne@live.com.

Graduating Students
May Newsletter Deadline
The May Newsletter deadline is April
18. Please email articles and news to
westlaumc@gmail.com. Thank you for
your contributions of articles and news
for our church.
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The church wants to honor all of our graduates from High
School, College, and graduate and certificate programs. Please
send the following information to the church by May 16 to be
included in an upcoming Newsletter: Name of graduate, school,
degree received, and academic major or area of study/
certification; future plans, such as “pursuing a position in…”, “an
internship with…”; and a digital head and shoulders photo.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The generosity of our congregation for the special offering for UMCOR’s humanitarian aid for the
people of Ukraine. 100% of all donations go directly to relief support, supplies and services.
The Lenten Study participants as they learn more about the Gospel of John.
The Grand Opening of the Paul I Terasaki Budokan in Little Tokyo on March 12, and the joy the
gymnasium will bring to many children, youth, and adults.
Our church’s Praise Band as they resume playing and recording together.
The glories of God’s creation, including colorful flowers and blossoming cherry trees.
Our volunteer team that prepares the Newsletter for mailing each month.
Everyone who is reaching out to our church members who remain at home for health reasons.
Please continue to call and send cards to our dear friends.
Sunday School teachers who nurture our children’s faith through lessons, activities, and crafts.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•

Strength and courage for the people of Ukraine as they fight for their sovereignty following Russia’s
invasion on February 24, and for all of the Ukrainian refugees.

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for our members and friends. They enjoy receiving your phone calls and cards.
Contact the church for a complete list of prayer requests.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.

Pledge Offering
The Finance Committee notes that overall income has decreased this year compared to past years. Please
return your pledge card and renew your giving for the church’s many ministries to continue.

Ralph’s Community Rewards Program
Thanks to your participation, our church has received a $243.39 donation from the Ralph’s Community
Program for the period between December 1, 2021 to February 28, 2022.
If you would like to join this free program, select our church as the charity recipient for your Ralph’s
purchases. The church benefits from your purchases with no extra cost to you. Thank you for your support!

Administrative Assistant Position
The church welcomes resumes from persons interested in serving as the Administrative Assistant at the
church. For more information, see the job description on the church website or contact Rev. Gary Oba at 310479-1379 or obagary@gmail.com.

Kizuna Camp
Kizuna offers Japanese Culture Camps for youth entering Grades 2-8 throughout the area. Kizuna is scheduled
at West LA UMC from August 6-10. Go to https://gokizuna.org/ for more information.
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Rev. Jessica Kawamura
West LA UMC rejoices in
the good news that Jessica
Kawamura will be ordained
an Elder at this year’s
Annual Conference!
Our church sponsored
Jessica as she began the
ordination process with the
West District Board of
Ordained Ministry. She received our church’s
Ministerial Scholarship as a seminary student
at Duke Divinity School, and has preached at
our church.
Jessica has been active in United Methodist
Churches throughout her life and is currently
the Pastor of Wahiawa UMC in Hawaii.

580 Café Spring Open House
Annual FUN-draiser for the 580 Café
Saturday, April 23, 10:00 AM—Noon
530 Hilgard, across from the UCLA Campus
It’s time to dust off
the safer at home blues
and brush up our getting
together!
The 580 Café at UCLA
welcomes you to a
Spring Open House to
enjoy a morning of
community and fun. The
event includes walking
tours of the UCLA
campus lead by 580 students, recycled art to
celebrate Earth Day, music, and refreshments
on the patio! Please wear comfortable clothing
and shoes to participate in the walking tours
and activities.
Bring your family, friends and a smile! We
look forward to seeing you in person as we
share our story and community together.

Baptisms on March 6
Egan Yu and Kristen Crabtree’s
daughter, Mira Francis Yu, was born
on October 22, 2021; punctual like
her daddy. She has long fingers and
legs so mom and dad hope she will
play piano and basketball. Some of
her favorite things are her O-ball,
stuffed whale, and Baby Einstein
piano. She enjoys singing with her
mom, being taken on walks, diaper
changes and babbling to anyone
that will listen. Her dislikes include
socks, tummy time, shots and hunger. At four months, Mira
is already displaying her strong-willed personality and
penchant for vocal expression.
Egan and Kristen are so happy to have Mira baptized
within this loving congregation that will watch over and care
for her.
Victor
Tineo
and
Lauren Yamagata’s son,
Oliver Tsubasa Tineo
was born on January 9,
2021. He has brought
incredible joy to his
family
during
the
pandemic.
Oliver’s
enjoys eating all things
edible —and attempting
things inedible— and
dancing to the hits of the 80’s, 90’s and today. He absolutely
loves music and moving to the groove. He’s the wellcoordinated primo ballerino of our family; he started
walking well before age 1, and he’s keeping us and everyone
else on their (twinkle) toes!
As with Sebastian, Lauren and Victor could not have
imagined having Ollie baptized anywhere other than
WLAUMC. We are so grateful to still be considered a part of
the church family and to welcome Ollie as a member of the
family.

Welcome Minako Jean Takahashi!
Congratulations upon the birth of Minako Jean Takahashi to proud parents
Sachiko Takahashi and Nikolaus Bugas, and brother Kanata. Proud grandparents
are Keiko and Toshio Takahashi. Minako was born on March 18 at 6 lb. 13 oz.
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Member Care – Senior Ministry
God’s grace has granted us peace and joy
through our relationship with Jesus Christ. He has
blessed Café Aloha with loving, amazing volunteers
who cheerfully deliver lunches to our ever-faithful
seniors on the first Saturday of each month for the
past two years. Deliveries are made to Santa
Monica, Palms, Culver City, Marina Del Rey,
Torrance, and San Pedro. We appreciate the thank
you notes, and phone calls praising our endurance
and continuing this important ministry.
For the first quarter of 2022, approximately 20
“Happy Birthday, Thinking of You, Sympathy, and
Get Well” cards have been mailed. Due to the
Omicron virus, we have not been able to visit any of
our seniors who are in a care facility yet.
If you know of a senior who might enjoy
receiving a bento or who would love to receive a
birthday card, please contact Rev. Becky or Carole
Nakano (flo.nakano@gmail.com).
Carole Nakano
Member Care Chairperson

Social Justice and Missions
Co-Chairs, Mark and Helen Holmes, are working
with Habitat for Humanity to arrange a volunteer
opportunity in April and the coming months. The
projects under consideration include the following:
• Playhouse build at the church for 10-20
volunteers or a home preservation day
(painting, repairing, a home for a senior,
veteran or disabled family) for up to 10
volunteers with a $5,000 sponsorship.
• ReStore volunteer day on Sat., April 16 for up to
10 volunteers with no fundraising required.
If you would like to participate in the ReStore
project to organize supplies at the Habitat store,
please contact Mark at mholmes64@yahoo.com.
Mark and Helen plan to participate that day..

Ohana: Families with Young Children
Saturday, April 9, 9:30 AM, via Zoom
Parents are invited to join the conversation on
April 9. Rev. Janet invites you to bring topics or
questions for discussion, including parenting,
raising spiritually-healthy children, etc. New
participants are always welcome!

UMW New Name!
The United Methodist Women organization
announced a new name in March. We are now
known as United Women in Faith! Changes go
beyond just the name. This is a “refreshing of the
organization”, complete with new logo and new
programs designed for both current members and
to welcome new women…but the mission remains
the same: love in action on behalf of women,
children, and youth.
The changes are designed to expand options for
membership and engagement, with options to
participate online or in person at local units or
larger events. Also mentioned were changes to the
spiritual growth program, which will be more
adaptable for use in small groups, vacation Bible
school, and retreats. The new name also aims to
welcome current members whose local churches
may choose to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church as well as women of other faith
traditions who want to join. For those who would
like more information, please see uwfaith.org.
United Women in Faith seeks to connect and
nurture women through Christian spiritual
formation, leadership development, creative
fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,
influence and impact local and global communities.
Sharon Kinoshita-Gill
West LA UCM’s United Women in Faith Treasurer

Easter Sunday Fun for Kids
April 17, During Sunday School
Diana Lock is coordinating two age-level Easter
Egg Hunts for the children during Sunday School on
Easter Sunday, April 17! Parents are asked to preregister with the names and ages of their children
so enough supplies can be prepared. Parents,
please bring a basket for each child to collect plastic
eggs and take home prizes!
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Japanese Ministry
「主の復活を祝う！」
「この2年、皆と会えず、今やっと一緒に礼拝をできる。嬉しい！」と思っている。
「例祭から離れて悲しむ者たちをわたしは集める。」（ゼパニヤ3:18）
預言者ゼパニヤは、「主は罪は贖われる。」と民に告げる。今、神様がいながら、祭りを祝うことも
できなかった人々を、主は集められる。彼らの苦しみを取り去り、名誉を回復すると主は約束され
る。救いを告げる時である。神は王となれらた。イスラエルの王なる主は、私たちの中におられる。
さあ、受難節から復活祭に向け忙しくなる。子どもハンドベルの準備。受難礼拝とイースターの賛美
準備。4月2日（土）、シニア受難弁当が配られる。4月15日（金）オンライン受難礼拝がアップされる
予定。2時半に参加し、イエス様が亡くなった3時に礼拝を終え、静かな祈りの時が持っていただけれ
ば感謝である。主は私たちの罪のために死なれたことを覚えたい。そして、4月17日（日）は復活祭礼
拝。死に勝利した主を喜ぶ時。子どもハンドベル賛美と礼拝後のお祝い菓子が準備される。永遠の命
を下さる主の復活を感謝し、お祝いしよう！
How grateful I am to worship together in-person! The Lord, our God, is in our midst. He gives us victory and
renews us in His love. Easter is coming!
We started Kodomo handbell practice and special music practice by Nichigo Choir. On April 2, Café Aloha senior
ministry will deliver “Shabu-shabu salad” bento to our seniors. We remember the “Story of Passover,” God’s
salvation for His people. (Exodus 12) On April 15, we plan to stream Nichigo Good Friday service. If you could
watch the Good Friday service at 2:30 p.m., and finish the service at 3p.m. when Jesus died on the cross, then
you could follow and conclude with the personal silent prayer time. Remember, Jesus died for us, for our sins.
On April 17, we will worship and praise God, the risen Christ together! We will enjoy Kodomo handbell and the
Nichigo choir’s special music. There will be an Easter celebration kashi. Thank you Jesus! We are so glad to
worship and celebrate Your victory. We have a new life in Christ, abundant and free! 平田

4月2日（土）受難節弁当
教会では受難節を覚えてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会
オフィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Lent Bento delivery On April 2 (Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering bento.
If you are interested in receiving bento, please contact the Church office.
メニュー：しゃぶしゃぶサラダ、味噌汁、菓子、フルーツ
Menu: Shabu-shabu Salad, Miso-Soup, Kashi, Fruits

Altar Flowers in March
In memory of Fusao Otani and
Toshiko Takahashi
Toshio & Keiko Takahashi
In memory of Mark Holmes’
father Archie’s birthday
Mark & Helen Holmes

To donate flowers, please sign up
after worship or contact the church
office at 310-479-1379. Please have
floral arrangements delivered on
Friday before 10:00 AM so that they
will appear in the prerecorded
worship services and Sunday
worship.
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Holy Week at West LA United Methodist Church
You are invited to these special services and events:
Palm/Passion Sunday Worship Services — Sunday, April 10
Worship in English at 9:30 AM, Worship in Japanese at 1:00 PM
This service guides us through Jesus’ passion from his triumphal entry
into Jerusalem to his death on the cross.
Good Friday Online Worship Service — Friday, April 15
Leaders within the Japanese-American UMC Caucus will offer reflections
on Jesus’ last words in this somber remembrance of Jesus’ death.
Easter Sunday Celebration — Sunday, April 17
Worship in English at 9:30 AM, Worship in Japanese at 1:00 PM
He is Risen! Praise God! Join us for this jubilant celebration of Christ’s
resurrection! Please bring flowers from your garden to decorate the
Flower Cross on the patio.
Children’s Egg Hunt — Sunday April 17
Following the Children’s Message at 9:45 AM at the Learning Center
Children Age 3 through Grade 3 will enjoy two age-level Egg Hunts
during Sunday School. RSVP is requested to assist the planners.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

April 2022
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

