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Sunday Worship Services

The Reasonable Alternative
Have you sensed a world-weariness in people? People are just plain
tired. They are tired of wearing masks; weary of staying home; fatigued by
social distancing; worn out by news of the pandemic.
I can’t blame them. I feel the same way. A few weeks ago, we had to
suspend in-person worship because of the surge of the Omicron variant. I
thought, “Here we go again.”
I think one of the causes of the weariness is having to make so many
decisions. Parents must decide whether to send their children to school or
keep them at home. Young adults must weigh going to a party or skipping it.
Theatergoers have to think about keeping their tickets or returning them to
the box office. Fans must decide whether to go to the sold-out stadium or
watch the big game on TV. We’ve not had to think about things like this
before; we just did them. But now it seems we must stop and think about
everything.
One of the ways people have rebelled against decision-making is by
acting according to instinct and feeling. It is why some people will reject
mandates of any kind. It is why some people get into fights with flight
attendants on an airplane. It is why people refuse to wear a mask or get the
vaccine. If they really thought about the situation, they wouldn’t act in this
way. But tired of having to decide, they act according to their instincts or
feelings, rather than the impact of their actions on others.
The anthropologists tell us our most primitive instincts are to flee or
fight. When backed into a corner, we will resort to these instincts. We see
them displayed most often in children. But something is not quite right
when adults act like children. Didn’t the apostle Paul write, “When I was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I
became an adult, I put an end to childish ways” (1 Corinthians 13:11).
Maturity is when adults act like adults!
Adults reason like adults when they examine all the possibilities and
choose the one that will be best not only for themselves, but for their
family, neighbors and community. It takes time and effort and is wearying.
But it is what being made in God’s image means. God gave us the gift of
reason. Let’s never grow tired of using it!
Thinking with you,

Rev. Gary

In-person Services
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship
Online worship at wlaumc.com

Church Office Open
Monday-Friday
9:00 am-1:00 pm
or call the Church Office at
310-479-1379 to speak to
the pastors.

Staff
Rev. Gary Oba
Senior Pastor
obagary@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Cromwell
Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata
Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
beckyhirata@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
ykuyama@roadrunner.com
Ms. Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

9:30 AM English
Worship Services in
February 2022
February 6
9:30 AM Online Only
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 4:46-54
Healing Stories
February 13
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 6:35-59
Bread of Life
February 20
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 7:37-52
Living water
February 27
Transfiguration Sunday
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 9:1-41
The man born blind
Please go to ww.wlaumc.com to
view recorded services.

Online and In-person
Worship Schedule
On January 9, the church returned to
exclusively online worship services due
the increase in Covid infections in Los
Angeles and the nation.
The Administrative Council and
pastors will continue to monitor the
infection and hospitalization data to
discern when it is safe to resume inperson worship. At the time of this
Newsletter printing, the goal is February
13. Please watch for updates in emails,
on our website, or by calling the church
for more information at 310-479-1379.
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Hope for the Future

Ohana: Families with Young Children
Saturday, February 12, 9:30 AM, via Zoom
Early on a Saturday morning in January, Jane Shimotsu
welcomed members of our Ohana 2.0 Young Families group to our
first ZOOM meeting of the year, wishing all a Happy New Year!
Despite the grim commencement of the third year of the COVID
Pandemic and our continuing isolation, everyone was clearly
happy to pray and stay together, albeit remotely.
We enjoyed seeing each other from near and far which
included friends ZOOMING in from Mexico. We have topics of
discussion as starting points, and we always find connecting and
touching down with each other about our daily lives, and sharing
our troubles and concerns particularly meaningful. We are
mutually supportive and provide listening ears and helping hands
to each other. Our time of sharing provides opportunities to
witness the Holy Spirit active in our lives and experience God’s lifegiving love. Our years of meeting as a group have nurtured us all,
children and adults alike, in Growing More Christlike Together.
We look forward to that time when we can meet again in
person, share meals and joyfully engage in fellowship as friends
warmed by God’s loving grace
Until that time, we will continue to meet via ZOOM and have
set aside Saturday, February 12 as our next time together.
Jane Shimotsu, Cell 310-383-8005, jnshimotsu@gmail.com

Lenten Study 2022
The Lenten Season begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2.
On March 9, Rev. Janet will lead a five-week Lenten Study on
Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:00 PM on Zoom. This is a perfect
way to grow in faith and knowledge. Please read the Sunday
emails for information on this year’s Study Guide. Contact Rev.
Janet if you have questions or need assistance in purchasing the
book. God bless you as we look forward to a meaningful Lent.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s strength and courage in fighting for social justice and equity.
The good work of our Administrative Council Members who met January 15 and Trustees who met
January 12.
The generosity of church members and friends in sustaining the church’s many ministries, and all
those who have returned their pledge cards for 2022. Thank you!

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•
•
•

God’s grace to surround everyone who is grieving the passing of loved ones.
Teachers and school administrators as they seek to provide safe conditions
for all students.
Comfort for persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical
treatments and surgeries.
Medical personnel and first responders who are overwhelmed by increased
Covid cases.
Comfort for persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical
treatments and surgeries.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and
around the world.

Prayer Requests:
For a complete list of Prayer Requests, please contact the church office at 310-479-1379.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.

Trustees Report
With the heavy rains we experienced last month, there have been a number of leaks in the parsonage, library
and classroom buildings. The parsonage and library issues will be taken care of with a previously scheduled
refurbishment project this year.
As far as the classroom building, there appear to be two leaks that need to be repaired as soon as possible.
One is above the copy room and one directly above the wall dividing Rooms 8 and 9. Since there was a concern
about asbestos, testing was done and there was some detected in the carpet in the south west corner in Room
9, which appears to have come from the popcorn ceiling coating. Room 9 also tested positive for the carpet in
the southwest corner of the room. Rooms 3 and 8 passed asbestos testing.
With Room 9, the carpeted corner is an issue so, out of an abundance of caution, we ask that any activity in
that room be done away from the windows.
The Trustees are focusing our efforts on identifying/repairing the leaks first. Once they are identified and
repaired, we will then shift our attention to the asbestos issue in the ceiling and removing the carpet in Room 9.
In recent weeks, the Trustees have had the kitchen stoves fixed, the backup battery in the sound system
replaced, new door stops installed, fire extinguishers checked, and more.
Jared Aoki, Trustees Chair
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Member Care (Senior Care)
WLAUMC continues to be blessed with God’s
love. With the church closure, Café Aloha’s Senior
Outreach Ministry provides a delicious and simple
Japanese lunch, every first Saturday of each month
to approximately 50 seniors. Our December bento
was accompanied with a plant and Christmas tag
designed by Midori. Every first Saturday of each
month, the seniors look forward to seeing, talking,
praying, and receiving their lunch from one of our
awesome faithful volunteers.
In December 2021 and January 2022,
approximately 20 “Happy Birthday, Thinking of You,
Get Well, and Sympathy” cards have been mailed.
Approximately 5 seniors who are either home
bound or at a care facility have been visited, prayed
for and given a small cheerful plant. We have sent
out 40 “Happy New Year” cards here in the U.S. and
Japan.
God continues to bless this ministry with His
guidance, protection, and wisdom.
Carole Nakano
Member Care Chairperson

Summer Camp
It’s time to think about Jr High and Asian Camp!
Jr High Camp: This camp is geared towards
incoming 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th graders. We
strive for our youth to leave with a sense of
relationship to Christ through tangible and
practical life applications. In addition, we encourage their growth towards outreach
through their local churches and leadership in
their own communities.
Asian Camp: For incoming 10th Graders
through entering college sophomores. The
United Methodist Church Asian American Summer Camp, in its 46-year history of empowering and inspirational ministry, has developed a
reputation amongst its participants as a familylike community, yielding lifelong relationships
and faithful servants of God.
For more information, please go to the
Camp Website at https://www.njaumccamps.org/.
Our church offers financial assistance to youth
who wish to go to camp.
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Kids Creation Bible Study resumed online on January 16
with a Bible story, story time, craft project, and jokes!

High School Scholarships
Applications for the Sawahata and Shikata
Scholarships are now available on our church
website at www.wlaumc.com. In addition, you may
contact Mike Dote at mkdote@yahoo.com for the
application or if you have any questions. These
scholarships are for high school seniors at our
church who are going on to college. The awards will
be determined based on church involvement,
grades, essays, and letters of recommendation.
Applications are due by April 1 so don’t delay!

Sasaki-Murakami
Ethnic Ministerial Scholarship
Our church provides a scholarship for students
preparing for the ministry as well. This scholarship is
open to theology students studying here in the U.S.
who intend to serve an Asian-American United
Methodist Church. The candidate must be enrolled
in a Seminary School, be of Asian descent, and be a
member of a United Methodist Church. The
deadline for this scholarship is also April 1. The
applications are available on the church website.

JACL Scholarship Applications
JACL is now accepting scholarship applications
from graduating high school seniors who will be
attending college in the fall 2022. For more
information and the online application, please go to
the National JACL website at https://jacl.org/
scholarships. The application deadline is March 4.
The Venice-WLA JACL chapter also offers
scholarships to high school seniors who join the
chapter or are already members. For more
information, contact John Saito at 323-528-9026.

Japanese Ministry
「新年子ども聖書ぬりえ大会」
年末からコロナ・オミクロンの広がりが影響し、また教会礼拝がオンライン体制中心になりま
した。思い起こすと、もう2年近くコロナの影響を受けてきました。
それでも、新年の楽しい時期に何ができるか。今、子どもたちが家でも楽しめる新年ぬりえ大
会が開催されています。聖書のぬりえを準備し、子供たちが参加し、入賞者にはお年玉懸賞と
してギフトが準備されます。審査員は美術の勉強をした高橋みさお姉と内田のぞみ姉。どんな
ぬりえ作品を見ることができるのか、今から楽しみです。1月30日に応募されたぬりえ発表は2
月6日です。
私はぬりえが大好きです。幼いころ、誰もが行った人気の遊びですが、現在はシニア向けにぬ
りえが大人気だそうです。脳トレーニングに最適。なぜなら、配色、細かな箇所をはみ出さな
いように、集中力、注意力が必要だからです。塗り絵の情景と絵柄は、脳に記憶されます。
2022年、聖書のお話しと聖書のみ言葉を見て、子供たちが楽しく聖書のお話を覚え、イエス様
を信じてくれることを願います。
「初めに、神が天と地を創造した。」（創世記1:1）
天と地、色々な植物、綺麗なお花、動物、自然を造られた神様の芸術性を感謝し、ぬりえ大会
をエンジョイしたいと思います。
平田
It has been two years since we have dealt with Covid-19 and now Omicron cases are up. Although it is hard to
hold in-person gatherings, New Year celebration is still going for Kodomo. Currently, we are enjoying New Year
Kodomo coloring competition. Kodomo picked up Bible story coloring papers on 1/16, and turned in their work
on 1/30. Our judges (Misao & Nozomi!!!) will decide the winners on 2/6. This is “Oshogatsu” event, so we have
“Otoshidama” gifts prepared for kodomo.
As a child, I always loved coloring. Now, I learned that we all enjoy coloring but it also relaxes our brain as we
color. For kodomo, it improves their motor skills and hand-eye coordination to color smaller spaces. We pray
that Kodomo will remember the Bible story and the verse in Nihongo through this activity. “In the beginning,
when God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) We want to remember that Our God is a Creator,
the master Artist!

2月5日（土）バレンタイン弁当
教会ではバレンタインデーを覚えシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会オ
フィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery on February 5 (Saturday).
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering Valentine’s Day bento. If you
are interested in receiving bento, please contact the Church office.

メニー：クリームシチュー、パン、菓子、フルーツ
Menu: Cream stew, Kashi, Fruits

Altar Flowers in January
In memory of Chan Chiu Hing
Susie Koo and Mui Koike
In memory of Douglas Nakano
Otto & Eleanor Nakano
In memory of Makoto & Kimiye Mochizuki
Bruce Mochizuki
In memory of Eileen Fukuhara
Jimmy Fukuhara

In memory of Mitzi Kurashita
Halm & Kawasaki families
In memory of Fred & Ruby Nakano
Otto & Eleanor Nakano, Grace Seto
To donate flowers, please sign up after
worship or contact Midori in the church
office at 310-479-1379. If possible, please
have floral arrangements delivered before
10:00 AM on Friday so that they will appear
in the prerecorded worship services.
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Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet to retire in June
After serving our congregation for 12 and 11 years
respectively, Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet have announced their
intention to retire at the end of June. “We are so thankful to
have had the opportunity to serve in a strong and historic
congregation such as West LA UMC. It has been a blessing to
serve alongside remarkable lay leadership,” said Rev. Gary. Their
plan is to move to Pilgrim Place retirement community in
Claremont, where they will join numerous clergy colleagues and
friends. They look forward to spending time traveling,
reconnecting with family and friends, pursuing hobbies, and
volunteering in the community.
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee, under the leadership of
Sonia Dixon, is in communication with the District
Superintendent, Rev. Mark Nakagawa, and will make an
announcement when a new pastor has been assigned to our
church.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

February 2022
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025
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