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Sunday Worship Services

The ABCs of the New Year
If you thought 2020 was rough, 2021 turned out to be even rougher.
While it is true in 2021 vaccines were administered, stores and restaurants
re-opened, and many people returned to work, the shadow of the pandemic hung over us for twelve months rather than nine, as was true in 2020. It is
safe to say we are still not back to normal.
In August of 2021, we returned to in-person worship at the church. It
was and is a cause for rejoicing. But we are still not back to normal. Attendance is about 60% of what it was before the pandemic. We are not serving
communion. We have not resumed the coffee fellowship time after the service. And we still wear masks and sit spaced apart.
And as we begin the new year, we are not done with the Delta variant,
and Omicron sits on the fence grinning at us like a Cheshire cat. The health
experts warn we are nowhere near the end of the pandemic and more variants will emerge.
It is interesting that the World Health Organization has named the coronavirus variants after letters in the Greek alphabet. It did this to avoid public
confusion and stigma about the virus. Asian Americans know the harm that
can come from naming a deadly virus after a country or people.
I took one semester of Greek in seminary. The New Testament was originally written in Greek. Delta and Omicron are the fourth and fourteenth
letters of the Greek alphabet, which has 24 letters. In other words, they sit
in the middle of the alphabet. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus said, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End.” (Revelation 22:13, NIV). Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet
and Omega is the twenty-fourth, or last letter. It is the Bible’s way of saying
that no matter what is taking place, God, in whom life has its beginning and
end, is in control. Delta and Omicron may generate fear, but Alpha and
Omega generate hope.
So, as we stand on the threshold of a new year, let us be determined by
Alpha and Omega, for regardless of the state of things, the whole world is in
God’s hands.
With hope,

Rev. Gary
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

English Worship Services
in January 2022
January 2
Epiphany
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 1:35-51
Behold the Lamb of God, Call of
disciples, “Come and see.”
January 9
Baptism of Our Lord
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 2:1-11
Wedding at Cana, water into wine.
January 16
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
John 2:13-25
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Jesus cleanses the temple,
signifying the destruction and
raising of his body.

January 23
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 3:1-21
Jesus and Nicodemus, being born
anew, God’s love for the world
January 30
4th Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
John 4:1-42
Jesus meets a Samaritan woman
at well, speaks of living water and
true worship.
Please go to ww.wlaumc.com to
view recorded services.

February Newsletter Deadline
The next Newsletter deadline is February
14. Please email articles and news to
westlaumc@gmail.com.
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2022 Stewardship Campaign
A gentle reminder to please turn in your pledge cards
indicating your financial commitment to the church in 2022. Your
pledge helps our Finance Committee manage the church's budget
for the coming year. Pledges account for 70% of the annual
budget of $560,600.
Please prayerfully consider your financial commitment for the
church’s ministries. It is a form of spiritual discipline that brings
many blessings. Please respond by returning your pledge cards in
January. For more information, please email pledge secretary,
Harriet Woo at wlaumcpledge@gmail.com or text 310-827-3101.
Thank you for your support of WLAUMC!

Ohana: Families with Young Children
Saturday, January 8, 9:30 AM, via Zoom
Our Ohana families will gather via Zoom on January 9 to talk,
catch-up on news, and think about plans for 2022. Please RSVP
to me by January 5 if you plan to attend. We look forward to
beginning the new year together!
Jane Shimotsu, Cell 310-383-8005, jnshimotsu@gmail.com

Seminary at 60
As we kick off 2022 and a new semester, I’m looking forward to
continuing my Field Education at West LA UMC and the 580 Café
at UCLA and exploring more ways that our communities can
collaborate and congregate.
We enjoyed our first West LA UMC/580 Café “meet-up” on
Zoom on November 17, where we shared Bruin stories, ricecooking tips, and learned about the challenges of meeting basic
needs during the first quarter back on campus after the pandemic
closure. The three student guest speakers – a senior undergrad, an
international graduate student, and a non-traditional graduate
student (like me, a wee bit older) – opened our eyes and hearts to
the ways that they found community and nourishment in body
and spirit at this extraordinary campus ministry. As one new
student shared, he can relax and be himself at the 580 oasis and
let go of the persona required on campus.
Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith and the students also shared an
upbeat multilingual thank-you video for their West LA supporters.
All of your donations make such a difference!
I give thanks to God for this opportunity to be a part of this
“radical hospitality” in campus and church ministry. Stay tuned for
more gatherings. The students are so inspiring – and they say the
same about their new West LA UMC friends.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•

The children, youth and adults who participated in The Christmas Story on December 12; Sharon
Kinoshita Gill, Victoria Yamashita, and Rev. Janet for recording; and Thomas Gaff for editing .
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka for leading the four-session Advent Study in December and the Blue Christmas
online gathering on December 21.
Our All Church Charge Conference held December 11 on Zoom. If you would like to have the
Booklet emailed to you, please contact Midori Tashiro in the Church Office.
Dave Cook, Wayne Nomi, and Mike Dote for delivering food boxes to people in South Los Angeles.
The members of our congregation who have returned their 2022 Pledge Card. Thank you!

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Persons who have lost loved ones throughout this past year and all those who are grieving at this
time.
Teachers who are concerned and frightened by increased violence in schools.
The survivors of the tornados in Kentucky and other states, and families who have lost loved ones.
Solutions and resources to end the homeless crisis in California and across the country.
Comfort for persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical treatments and surgeries.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around the world.

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for our members and friends. They enjoy receiving your phone calls and cards.
Contact the Church Office for a full list of Prayer Requests.
To add or remove a prayer request, please contact the Church Office or one of the Pastors.

Happy
New Year!
Christmas Angels proclaim Jesus’ birth!

Altar Flowers Donations in December
In memory of Dr. Yosh Setoguchi
Toshie Setoguchi
In memory of Herb Okamoto
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
In celebration of Fred & Sadie Hifumi’s 57th Wedding Anniversary
The Hifumi Children and Grandchildren
Christmas Joy!
Chris Kohler

To donate flowers, please sign up
after worship or contact the church
office at 310-479-1379.
If possible, please have floral arrangements delivered before 10:00 AM
on Friday so that they will appear in
the pre-recorded worship services and
in our sanctuary on Sunday.
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Japanese Ministry
「新年」
明けましておめでとうございます！今年もよろしくお願いします。パンデミックが続く中、主に大きな期待を
もって、新しい年を迎えたいと思います。今年は寅年。虎は、「強いもの」の代表と使われる言葉です。現代の
成功者ビル・ゲイツは、力強く生きる背景に４つの習慣を持ち続けてきました。「睡眠時間、瞑想、読書、考え
る週」を大事にしたので多忙な悩み多い人生を乗り越えてきました。私たちも、パンデミックであっても力強く
生きたいと願い、ますます聖書を読み、主に祈り考え、休む時の大事さを教えられます。
「主を待ち望む者は新しく力を得、鷲のように翼をかって上ることができる。走ってもたゆまず、歩いても疲れ
ない。」イザヤ20:31 主を待ち望む者として、力ある1年を祈り願いたいと思います。

Akemashite Omedetoo Gozaimasu! As the pandemic continues, we welcome year 2022 with great expectations
in the Lord. As you might know, 2022 is a year of the Tiger. Tiger is a symbol of bravery, strength and power, and
is often used to someone determined or ambitious. I found it very interesting to hear that Bill Gates, a
successful man, keeps 4 Habits to keep him strong and healthy: “A Good Night’s sleep, reading, meditation, and
think week.” For Christians, this reminds us to rest well, read the Bible, praying and think deeply, even more this
year. So, we welcome 2022 seeking the strength in the Lord.
“But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
平田
1月8日（土）新年弁当
教会では新年をお祝いしてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会オフィスまでご連絡くださ
い。

Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery on January 8(Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering New Year celebration bento. If
you are interested in receiving bento, please contact Church office.
メニュー：肉豆腐、菓子、フルーツ

Menu: Niku-tofu, Kashi, Fruits

Kodomo Handbell Dec. 19

Café Aloha bento

A special offering for the Special Thanksgiving
Dinner Bento Boxes prepared and some delivered to
WLAUMC members by the staff and volunteer
helpers of the WLAUMC Nichigo-Bu. Wishing you a
very Happy Thanksgiving as you gather with loved
ones and friends. God Bless you Always.
Love Always,
Sadao & Masako Yotsukura, and Loreta Gines &
Jenny Gonzales (caregivers)

Nichigo Thanksgiving Bento Project 2021
This year under the leadership of Keiko Takahashi sixty-eight
Thanksgiving bento were prepared by volunteers Carole Nakano,
Mrs. Kawakita, Rev. Becky Hirata, Nicholaus Bugas, Sachiko
Takahashi, Misao Takahashi, Naoto Tashiro, Norman Sasamori,
Kumiko Sasamori, Rick & Yumiko Suzuki, and Len Strickland. Bento
containing turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, yam, corn and
green beans, stuffing, cranberry sauce, apple pie and pumpkin pie,
were distributed from the church parking lot on Thanksgiving
afternoon. Additional monetary support was given by Mr. & Mrs.
Rocky Iwamoto, Sadao Yotsukura and family, Yasuko Takata, Nagisa
Mihara, Max & Saeko Zirkelbach, and Lisa Asahina. Special thanks to
Otto Nakano for last minute oven rescue work.
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