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Dear friends,
It is the time of year when the days are getting shorter. By the time Janet and I sit down for
dinner, it’s no use keeping the window shades open because you can’t see anything outside. The
end of Daylight Savings time helps in the morning, making 6:30 AM feel like 9 o’clock. But in the
late afternoon, 5 PM feels like 10 PM.
When we would visit Janet’s mother in Cleveland, we would typically go in the summer.
We looked forward to the long summer days. In July, the light would last until almost 10 o’clock.
Music festivals that started at 8 felt as if they were daytime concerts. The city came alive at night
because of the long hours of daylight.
A lot of people think Jesus was born on December 25. The truth is no one knows for
certain when he was born. When Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire,
the Emperor Constantine established December 25 as the birthday of Jesus. It was not based on
fact nor was it an arbitrary date. It coincided with the shortest day of the year, the turning point at
which the days started to get longer. It was a way of saying Christ brings in the light.
Christmas is not so much a birthday celebration as a celebration of light. We rejoice that
Christ brought light into the world, the light of the knowledge of God’s grace for all people.

If you feel you are in the midst of the deepest gloom, where you can’t see outside your
windows, where all you feel like doing is letting down the shades and crawling into bed, even
though it is late afternoon, perhaps it is time to let light back into your life. Letting the light of
Christ shine in your life will chase away the clouds of gloom. Let in the light!
Wishing you a bright Christmas,

Rev. Gary
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Sunday Worship Services

Notes From The Administrative Council
On Saturday, October 30, the Administrative Council comprised of our
pastors, team leaders of committees and at-large members met via Zoom
to conduct the important business of our community of faith in pursuit of
Growing More Christlike Together.
The first item on the agenda was a report of the Manzanar Trip 2022
by planning committee chairperson Steven Seto coming to us from Oahu,
Hawaii. Steven reported that as of now, the trip is a “Go” based on paid
registrations, with the final decision to be made in February based on the
health situation at that time. Guy Cheney, John Peng, Keiko Kano, and
Diana Lock are the hardworking members of that committee.
The vitally important topic of returning to in-person worship activities
at the Church was again revisited, mindful of the spiritual health and
growth of our congregation as the church’s top priority within the context
of the current COVID-19 pandemic. The physical health and safety of our
church congregation and community remained a key factor in decisions to
move ahead with facets of in-person worship and church activities. While
small group meetings and get-togethers have slowly occurred, the
Administrative Council agreed that masks and social distancing would
continue for all participants in worship and activities, and that recorded
services would continue. While in church, hymn singing by masked
congregants are a part of worship, group singing, and choir performances
would be the last to return as a part of our worship. A decision was made
to allow Tai Chi classes to return to the church social hall with the
participants following church COVID-19 protocol guidelines.
The Council discussed and approved the 2022 proposed pastors’
compensation and budget (including staff salaries). The Staff Parish
Relations Committee and Finance Committee were commended for their
careful planning and hard work in their finance recommendations to the
Administrative Council.
The Chair thanks and praises God for the dedication, hard work, and
leadership of our pastors and Council members in their call to shepherd
our community of faith and on behalf of the church, wishes to express his
heartfelt appreciation to all.
Stanley Shimotsu
Administrative Council Chairperson

In-person Services
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship
Online worship at wlaumc.com

Church Office Open
Monday-Friday
9:00 am-1:00 pm
or call the Church Office at
310-479-1379 to speak to
the pastors.

Staff
Rev. Gary Oba
Senior Pastor
obagary@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Cromwell
Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata
Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
beckyhirata@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
ykuyama@roadrunner.com
Ms. Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Generous food donations for Youth Thanksgiving food box delivery.
Nichigo Thanksgiving bento pick-up coordinated by Keiko Takahashi, Naoto Tashiro, and Rev. Becky
Hirata for church members and friends.
The Altar Guild members for preparing the sanctuary for Advent/ Christmas season.
Jeanne Roe Smith and UCLA students who shared stories about the 580 Café on zoom November 17.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka for preaching on November 14.
Volunteers who decorated Thanksgiving Cards for church members and friends on November 7.
Grace Seto for coordinating All Saints Sunday program on November 7.
The Saints of our church who lived lives of faith and offered examples for how we may live as
Christ’s disciples in this world. May they rest in peace in God’s heavenly home.
The Halloween Trunk-or-Treat at the church with over 100 participants! Thanks to everyone who
decorated their trunks, brought candy and treats, and made it such a fun event, and to the ten youth
who volunteered to lead games and crafts.
Our volunteers who assemble our monthly Newsletter for mailing.
Our Finance Committee as they oversee the church’s finances and prepare the 2022 budget.
Our church members who support this congregation and the world through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•

Assurance for persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical treatments and surgeries.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around the world.

Prayer Requests:
For a complete list of prayer requests, please contact the church office.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.
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English Worship
Services in December
December 5
Second Sunday in Advent
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, preaching
Luke 3:1-6
December 12
Third Sunday in Advent
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Family Christmas Program.
Luke 3:7-18
December 19
4th Sunday in Advent
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Luke 1:39-45
The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.

December 24
Christmas Eve
English Worship on line.
December 26
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Luke 2: 1:14 (15-20)
Birth of Jesus, the Christ.
Please go to ww.wlaumc.com to
view recorded services.

Sunday Morning Email
The Sunday morning email
announces news and updates for
church members and friends between
editions of this Newsletter, including
the church’s Prayer List.
If you are not receiving the Sunday
emails, please contact the church to
get on the list.

All Church Charge Conference
Saturday, December 11, 11:00 AM, on Zoom
Our annual meeting with District Superintendent,
Rev. Mark Nakagawa, will take place on December
11 at 11:00 AM. Everyone is welcome to hear
reports of this past year’s ministry and plans for the
future. The 2022 Budget will be voted on and new
committee chairs and members will be elected.
Look for the Zoom link in email messages.

Family Christmas Program
Sunday, December 12, Online and at 9:30 AM
Rather than our traditional Pageant, the story of
Jesus’ birth will be pre-recorded to include many of
our children and even a few adults! We give God
thanks for this special Family Christmas worship service this year.

Blue Christmas Online Gathering
Tuesday, December 21, 6:30-8:00 PM
The Advent/Christmas season is often a challenging time, especially
for those mourning a loss, or feeling blue in the midst of illness,
economic uncertainty, this ongoing pandemic, or other difficulties. On
this Longest Winter Solstice Night, join us for a quiet laity-led
gathering of candle lighting, music, remembrance, prayer, and
fellowship as we embrace both the shadow and the light, inviting
God's grace to sustain us through the season and in the coming year.
Please contact Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka at jcokamoto828@gmail.com
for more info, prayer requests, and/or to RSVP. Participants are
encouraged to register online. A Zoom link will be emailed to you.
You may attend with your video off if you wish.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Celebrate Christmas Eve with your West LA UMC family. The
Japanese language congregation will gather in the sanctuary on
December 24 at 1:00 PM for an in-person worship service,
including many favorite Christmas hymns and songs.
The Christmas Eve worship service in English will be available
online to watch at your convenience. It will feature prayer,
scripture lessons, choral music and solos to mark the joyful
birth of Christ.
Wherever you may be, take the time to praise God for the
birth of our Savior, Jesus.
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News from the
United Methodist Women (UMW)
United Methodist Women is the
largest
denominational
faith
organization
for
women
with
approximately 800,000 members
whose mission is fostering spiritual
growth, developing leaders and
advocating for justice.
United Methodist Women and The United
Methodist Church's principles and values include:
• Promoting the empowerment of women,
children and youth.
• Promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism.
• Promoting inclusion and equity.
• Promoting fair labor practices.
• Promoting economic and environmental
stewardship and sustainability.
During the month of January 2022, our United
Methodist Women will be developing a roster with
the names of our currently active and new UMW
members.
All women are encouraged to join the work of
the WLAUMC UMW. In 2022, we look forward to
resuming our in-person meetings and planning for a
UMW Holiday Boutique of handcrafted items.
Our UMW has been blessed by many generous
donations and a reserve of funds from our last
UMW Holiday Boutique. To fulfill the UMW mission
of supporting women, youth and children, and
multiculturalism, our UMW has made monetary
donations to the following organizations: Wesley
Foundation Serving UCLA 580 Café; Joy Prim, UM
Deaconess and missionary based in Hong Kong;
UMCOR International Disaster Relief Fund; David
and Margaret Youth and Family Services Center;
Toberman Neighborhood Center; and Methodist
Hospital Foundation.
If you have any questions about our UMW,
please feel free to contact, Sharon Kinoshita Gill,
Eleanor Nakano, or Keiko Kano.
Pamela Ryder, UMW Executive Team Member

January Newsletter Deadline
The next Newsletter deadline is January 10.
Email articles and news to westlaumc@gmail.com.
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West LA UMC receives periodic payments from
the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of church
members and friends selecting our church as their
AmazonSmile recipient when making purchases. As
you plan your holiday shopping, please use
AmazonSmile. The church benefits from your
participation, with no extra cost to you!

If you need assistance
If you are facing financial hardship at this time,
please private message one of the pastors. The
church has grocery gift cards that can be mailed or
delivered to you. No one will ever know. We all
understand that each of us goes through tough
times at some point in life. It is fine to ask for help.
Our church family is here to help each other.

Trustees Report
Happy Thanksgiving all! As we close out the
year, there are a number of projects that the
Trustees are having done to repair/upgrade our
facilities. First, we are repairing the outdoor
staircase to the 2nd floor classrooms. The stair caps
have rusted and are in need of replacement.
In addition, the parking lot door to the social
hall has been replaced. The old door served us well
and earned its retirement.
Finally, the solar panel project should be done
with the permitting process shortly and our
contractors are looking at doing the installation in
December. The panels are a long-term investment
that will enable us to save on our electric bill for
years to come.
Jared Aoki, Trustees Chairperson

Tai Chi Resuming Classes
Tai Chi classes led by George and Keiko Kikuta
will resume on Wednesday, December 1, in the
Social Hall. A set of protocols has been prepared to
ensure the safety of all participants.

Online Giving Update and
2022 Stewardship Campaign
Thank you to the many members and friends
who are sharing their offerings through the Vanco
Online Giving link that is found on the church
website. We have added the Vanco Mobile App that
can be downloaded for free from the App Store or
Google Play. Details are included with the "2022
Pledge Campaign" information. Your online giving
provides a steady source of support for the church’s
worship services and many ministries. Thank you!
By now you may have received a letter inviting
your pledge of support for 2022. The church will be
able to continue its ministries next year as long as
members and constituents either maintain or
increase their pledge for 2022.
We invite your prayerful consideration of this
request. Please return your pledge cards to the
church by December 31. Thank you.
Harriet Woo and Gregg Omori
The Finance Committee

Deaconess Joy Prim
Joy writes the following message to our church:
In this month of gratitude and
thankfulness, I pause to give
thanks to each and everyone who
has prayed for me and journeyed
with me as I've returned to the
mission field. Returning to the
Hong Kong 10 years after the first time I served
here seems surreal at times.
Having been back in the mission field for nearly
a year and a half, its clear the global pandemic
continues to impact the lives of migrant domestic
workers. In a city that has more animal rescues
organizations than organizations serving migrant
domestic workers, the work we do is vital. We are
answering the call to follow Jesus' footsteps to
serve in the margins. Thank you for your support.
Our congregation’s Missions Committee and
United Methodist Women support Joy in her work.
If you wish to make an individual gift to Joy’s work,
please contact Rev. Janet for more information.

Altar Flowers Donations
in November

Altar Guild
We give thanks to our Altar Guild for arranging
the sanctuary for each season of the liturgical year.
The members change the paraments on the pulpit
and altar, bring out the Advent Wreath and creche
during Advent, display thematic banners, and
maintain all of the items used in worship.
Thanks to Stan Shimotsu, Stuart Shimotsu, and
Steve Fujii for setting up the sanctuary Christmas
Tree.

In celebration of Jacqueline’s
birthday and Karis and Rachel’s
Adoption day.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
In memory of Bryan Ota &
Matsusuke Nakata.
Coleen & Candice Ota
In celebration of Thanksgiving.
Otto & Eleanor Nakano
In celebration of 30th Wedding Anniversary.
Rev. Gary Oba and Rev. Janet Cromwell
There are many opportunities to provide
flowers for Sunday worship. If you wish to donate
flowers, please sign up after worship or contact the
church office at 310-479-1379.
If possible, please have floral arrangements
delivered before 10:00 AM on Friday so that they
will appear in the pre-recorded worship services
and beautify our sanctuary on Sunday morning.
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Japanese Ministry
「クリスマス礼拝」
クリスマスおめでとうございます！楽しいクリスマスのシーズンがやってきました。今年は、12月19日（日）1時
よりクリスマスファミリー礼拝がもたれます。子どもハンドベルの特別賛美が準備され、一緒にイエス様の誕生
日をお祝いします。まだコロナ問題が続いていますので、マスク着用と距離を置いて座る事を忘れないようにし
ましょう。また、礼拝後は、ポットラックランチがありませんので、クリスマス菓子をもらって家でエンジョイ
してください。
そして、12月24日（金）1時、日本語クリスマスイブ礼拝がもたれます。去年はYouTube礼拝でしたが、今年は対
面礼拝です。一緒にクリスマスの讃美歌を歌い、み言葉を読んで、主イエス・キリストの誕生をお祝いしたいと
思います。
「いと高きところに栄光が、神にありますように。地の上に、平和が、御心にかなう人にあるように。」（ルカ
2:14）
クリスマスの夜、天使たちが歌った賛美を思い出して、私たちも高らかに歌いましょう！ベツレヘムはキリスト
の誕生のために備えられ、みどりごは誕生されました。天使の賛美、羊飼いと博士が光をたよりにイエス様の所
へ導かれ礼拝します。神様は、救い主をお与えになりました。信じる人の人生に、真の光が注がれ、闇夜であっ
ても、コロナ問題に悩む人も、寂しい人も、希望をもって歩めます。一人ではありません。主が一緒におられま
す。「インマヌエル、主が共におられます！」

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” (Luke 2:14)
On December 19th, we look forward to celebrate Family Christmas Worship Service at 1pm. Kodomo handbell
choir will share a fun & cute Christmas music with us. There is no Christmas potluck as we always do, but please
take home Christmas kashi & enjoy them at home.
On December 24th, we look forward to Christmas Eve service at 1pm. With joy and thanksgiving, we will hear the
story of Christ’s birth and sing Christmas carols to praise Baby Jesus, our Savior, God’s gift to us. God sent us an
amazing gift, in unbelievable form of a Baby, lying in a manger. Even during the pandemic time, when we are so
tired & lonely, God will still show us the Way, give us the Light, to the place to worship Baby Jesus. “Immanuel,
God is with us!” Merry Christmas!
平田
12月4日（土）クリスマス弁当
コロナ問題が続きます。教会ではクリスマスをお祝いしてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は
教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。

Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery on December 4 (Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering Christmas
celebration bento. If you are interested in receiving bento, please contact the Church office.
メニュー：おでん、菓子、フルーツ

Menu: Oden, Kashi, Fruits.

Manzanar Trip Update
Over 60 people, ages 2-86, have registered for our visit to Manzanar in March 2022. Our group
includes prior internees and first-time visitors to Manzanar, many families, several UCLA 580 Café
students, and a researcher.
We will experience the camp lives of our ancestors by touring their barrack apartments,
classroom, office, latrine, and mess hall. Park rangers will help participants research the
internment records of family and friends.
We have a dozen kids who will be able to participate in the Junior Ranger program, and kids of all ages can
scramble among the rock formations of the Alabama Hills. Most importantly, everybody seems to be most
excited to shop at Schat's Bakery and Mahogany Meats!
Steve Seto, Manzanar Trip Chairperson
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Online Advent Study and Fellowship
Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 6:30-8:00 PM, on Zoom
Join us for “Reimagine Advent: Discover the Liberating Christ,” a 4
-week study based on new resources from the UMC General
Commission on Race and Religion. The study will follow the scriptures
selected for the Sunday sermon from the Gospel of Luke. We explore
the story of Jesus’ arrival in new ways and how to respond to God’s
call for justice through hope, peace, joy, and love.
Please contact study facilitator Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka at
jcokamoto828@gmail.com for more info. Please register online on the
church website www.wlaumc.com or through the Sunday email. Study
materials and a Zoom link will be emailed to you.
All are welcome; no previous Bible Study experience expected or
required.

Advent begins Sunday, November 28.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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