Thanksgiving 2021
Dear friends,
Admittedly these are difficult times to be thankful. COVID still hangs like a
shadow over us. The ranks of the homeless keep rising. Employers are desperate
for good workers. We can come up with a long list of reasons not to be thankful.
For Christians, however, thanksgiving has nothing to do with present conditions. If so, the apostle Paul would never have written from prison, “I thank my
God every time I remember you.” (Philippians 1:3) Jesus would not have given
thanks at his last meal when he broke bread with his disciples. (Luke 22:19) For
Christians, thanksgiving has never been about current conditions. It arises naturally from within, the way fruit blossoms on a tree.
Now, we know that every tree does not bear fruit. So much depends on
the condition of soil, the type of tree, the root system, and so on. If any of these
are lacking, the tree will not bear fruit.
But when the conditions are right, when the tree knows it is lovingly cared for,
when the rains come and the sun shines, it cannot help but bear fruit, sometimes thirty, sixty, or a hundredfold.
In a similar way, when we are rooted and grounded in Christ, we will produce thanksgiving. When are grounded in such a way, we see God’s grace all
around us, even in the most difficult times. When we are in Christ, we feel a connection to each other. When we are like Christ, we make the situation around us
better. What results is thanksgiving.
The apostle Paul put it this way:
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in
him, rooted and built up in him, in the faith as you were taught,
strengthened and overflowing with thankfulness. (Colossians 2:6-7)
This year, and in this season, let us be grounded in Christ and abound with
thanksgiving.
With gratitude,

Rev. Gary
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Sunday Worship Services

The Joy of Biblical Literacy
During recent Children’s Messages, I’ve hardly had a chance to begin
telling the Bible story without one of the kids speaking up and saying, “I
know that story. I know what happens!” I laugh when they graciously add,
“I won’t spoil it for others!” Kids used the phrase “spoiler alert” a lot
during online Sunday School just as they were about to give away the plot
of the story or divulge the surprise ending.
What a joy it is to be interrupted with the words, “I know that story!” It
is delightful when children recognize Bible stories, characters, and the
lesson’s meaning. How blessed our children are to already be on a path of
Biblically literacy!
Literacy generally refers to the tools of reading and writing. Yet
literacy is also a skill that requires patience and work to develop in order to
interpret, understand, and put into practice what is being presented.
Biblical literacy requires not only knowing the stories, but also analyzing,
seeking out various interpretations, reflecting, discerning meaning, and
then establishing a life based on spiritual principles.
The process of developing Biblical literacy takes time - often a lifetime because of the complexity and richness of the Biblical text. It requires
reading through the Old and New Testaments to see patterns of how God
works in the world. We discover people praying similar prayers throughout
the centuries, continually yearning for guidance, making mistakes yet
being forgiven, and always finding that love is more powerful than hate.
Our children are learning these beloved stories in worship and Sunday
School, and through reading their Bibles at home. How happy we should
be when Penny proclaims, “I read that story in my Bible!” Or Hazel states,
“My Mom read that story to me!” These stories will provide a firm
foundation throughout our children’s lives. The lessons they are learning
will fortify their faith as they grow more Christlike.
While we rejoice that the children are becoming Biblically literate, the
good news is that increased understanding and growth can begin at any
age. It just takes time to ready and enjoy the life-changing stories of the
Bible.
With gratitude for the Word,

Rev. Janet
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•

Café Aloha volunteers who delivered bento to church members on October 2.
All of our church members who are donating non-perishable food items to the 580 Café at UCLA.
The many participants at the Halloween Trunk-or-Treat event on October 30.
The Manzanar Planning Team who are arranging our church’s trip for March 26-27, 2022.
Our church members who support this congregation and the world through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•
•

Our church members and friends who reside in Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing facilities.
Health and safety for children and youth as they look forward to Halloween activities.
Assurance for persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical treatments and surgeries.
Comfort for persons who are grieving the passing of loved ones.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around the world.

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for our members and friends. They enjoy receiving phone calls and cards.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.
For a full list of Prayer Requests and Offerings, please contact the Church Office.
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English Worship
Services in November
November 7
All Saints Sunday
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Revelation 21:1-6a
God’s sanctuary is a holy place.
November 14
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, preaching
1 Kings 21:1-21
Naboth’s Vineyard
November 21
Thanksgiving Sunday
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Isaiah 9:1-7
God promises hope in the form
of a Messiah.
November 28
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba, preaching
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
Seek the welfare of the city; I
know the plans I have for you.
Please go to ww.wlaumc.com
to view recorded services.

Sunday Morning Email
Please open the Sunday morning
email that you receive each week.
The weekly email announces news
and updates for church members
and friends between editions of this
Newsletter, including the church’s
Prayer List.
Don’t miss out on important
updates and opportunities! If you
are not receiving the Sunday emails,
please contact the church to get on
the list.

Manzanar Trip Update
With appreciation for our Manzanar Trip Planning Team, we are
moving ahead with our church’s trip on March 26-27, 2022. We will be
departing early Saturday morning and returning Sunday evening.
Details regarding the full schedule, costs, overnight accommodations,
and kid’s program, can be found on the church’s website at
wlaumc.com or by contacting the church for an information packet.
If you and your friends are interested in participating in this
informative and memorable trip, please submit your Registration Form
and Deposit to the church no later than November 14.
Please know that the highest level of health and safety protocols
will be employed throughout the trip.
Steven Seto, Planning Team Chairperson

All Church Charge Conference
Our church’s annual All Church Charge
Conference with District Superintendent Rev. Mark
Nakagawa will be held on Saturday, December 11,
at 11:00 AM. Whether it will be in-person or via
Zoom is yet to be determined.
This annual gathering is an ideal time to hear
reports on this past year’s outreach and ministry, and learn about plans
for the coming year. Everyone is welcome.
Administrative Assistant, Midori Tashiro, is requesting that all official
documents, committee and program reports be submitted to her
before November 22 for the Charge Conference Booklet to be
prepared. Contact Midori if you have any questions.

Family Christmas Program
This year’s Christmas Program will be held on December 12 during
the 9:30 AM worship service. Rather than our traditional Pageant, the
story of Jesus’ birth will be pre-recorded to include as many
participants as possible. Please contact Rev. Janet or Sharon KinoshitaGill if you have any questions. Rehearsals begin November 14.
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Renovation & Repairs at CST
Bob Bailey joined a volunteer crew on October 16 to
assist with renovation, repairs, and gardening at
Claremont School of Theology—our United Methodist
seminary in Claremont, CA. He shares this report with
our congregation.
We met and started working about 8:30 AM. Most
of this crew worked on reducing over-grown
vegetation here and there around the residence halls,
playground and nearby buildings. Others powerwashed the columns near the administration area.
Tools, water, and snacks were provided and we
worked until 3:00 PM, with breaks at 10:30 and noon
(lunch).
Dr. Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kwan, the president of CST,
thanked us, and the incoming VP spoke to us at noon
about the ongoing litigation involved with trying to
sell the Claremont properties and moving to
Willamette University in Salem, OR.
It was a good day, but we made sure to leave a
few tasks for upcoming work parties.
Bob Bailey
Jared Aoki joined the volunteer crew on October
23. Additional Work Days are being planned in
November. Contact Judy Lewis at 909-731-8248
DFJKLewis@aol.com or speak to Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
regarding details and possible carpooling.

New Baby!
We welcome a new baby to
our church family! Details
are in the Sunday Prayer
List.
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Hong Kong Mission Update
Deaconess Joy Prim is a Migrant Workers
Missionary In Hong Kong. She sent our church an
update in late September. Our church provides
financial support for Joy’s ministry, in addition to
supporting United Methodist Missionary Rev. Claudia
Genung in Japan.
While life in Hong Kong gradually returns to
normal, thanks to the vaccine and strict quarantine
procedures, conditions for migrant domestic workers
continue to deteriorate. Migrant workers, who are
arguably the backbone of Hong Kong’s economy,
continue to suffer from employer abuse as well as
discriminatory government policies. In this year
alone, Joy’s office has seen a 30% increase in migrant
workers seeking assistance. Despite, supply shortages
and other setbacks, Joy and her fellow missionaries
continue to provide weekly education, support, and
training in the form of classes and community
events.
Joy expressed her gratitude for the love and
prayers of support she receives. If you are interested
in supporting her mission, donations may be made
directly to Joy’s Global Ministries page: https://
advance.umcmission.org/p-2005-prim-joy.aspx.

Keiro no Hi Café Aloha recipients
These church members and friends also received
bento on September 11, 2021. Grace Seto, Kathi
Yamazaki, and Aiko Tomikawa.

JANM’s Online Craft Show
The 13th Annual Kokoro Craft Show is coming soon
to a computer near you! The online boutique is
organized by the Friends of Japanese American
National Museum and will showcase more than 60
vendors. Make sure to write “Kokoro2021” on orders
purchased during this time period to support JANM’s
educational and cultural programs!
View the online Kokoro Craft Show at
kokorocraftshow.com. It runs from November 1 to 15.
West LA UMC’s Food Donations October 17, 2021!

Food Donations for the 580 Café
Our church has an on-going mission project to
provide non-perishable food for students meeting
at the 580 Café, our United Methodist Campus
Ministry at UCLA.
Our donations provide
nourishment for students who need a quick meal
between classes and/or are struggling financially.
The 580 Café provides food for students in a
welcoming, inclusive, and supportive environment.
You are invited to bring food donations to
church on Sunday mornings or during the week,
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM.
Ideal donations include individual-sized Cup a
Soup, Ramen, Mac & Cheese, canned tuna and
soups, peanut butter, granola bars, etc. We will be
sure that all donations are delivered to the 580
Café in a timely manner. For more information,
contact Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, Rev. Janet Cromwell,
or Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith.
Thank you for your support of students and this
vital ministry on campus.

Altar Flowers Donations in October
In memory of Chanchiu Hing
Susie Koo and Mui Koike
In memory of Miyoko Shimahara
Nichigo Congregation
There are many opportunities
to donate flowers for Sunday
worship this fall. If you wish to
donate flowers, please sign up
after worship or contact the
church office at 310-479-1379.
It is best to have floral
arrangements delivered before
10:00 AM on Friday so that they
will appear in the pre-recorded
worship services and beautify our sanctuary on Sunday
morning.

580 Café at Sunday Worship
On October 24, we were
delighted to have UCLA student
and Wesley Foundation 580
Café leader, Charles Parcon, as
our liturgist and reader. Our
congregation has a longstanding relationship the UCLA Campus Ministry by
providing food, supplies, and financial support for
the ministry. In turn, we are blessed to have
current and former students join us in worship, at
events, and teaching Sunday School.
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Japanese Ministry
「感謝祭」
パンデミックで教会活動の自粛が続く中、秋の大イベントである感謝祭の時期がやってきまし
た。主に感謝を覚える時です。何を感謝しようかと思いつつ、色々と大変な時期が続く中、主
に守られていることを心より覚え感謝したいと思います。
毎年、WLA合同メソジスト教会日語部では、感謝祭ディナーを教会で行いますが、コロナ問
題のためにお弁当を準備します。教会駐車場にて手渡されますので、ターキーを食べて感謝祭
をお祝いしたい方は、是非11月21日までにお知らせください。お弁当ピックアップは、11月
25日（木）3時からです。
「地よ。恐れるな。楽しみ喜べ。主が大いなることをされたからだ。。。木はその実をみのら
せ、いちじくの木と、ぶどうの木とは豊かにみのる。。。打ち場は穀物で満ち、石がめは新し
いぶどう酒と油とであふれる。」ヨエル2:21－24
さあ、大いなる主に感謝して、主を喜ぶ時を持ちましょう。
Happy Thanksgiving! It is a time to stop and thank the Lord for His provision. Once again, we count our blessings
from the Lord, to see what God done this year.
Every year, Nichigo tries to hold Thanksgiving dinner for those who would like to try a traditional American
turkey dinner. Unfortunately, we are not able to gather and eat together yet. Therefore, like last year, we will
prepare Turkey bento on 11/25. Please sign up by 11/21. Bento can be picked up at church parking lot at 3pm.
“Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! The threshing floors shall be full of
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.” (Joel 2:21&24)
Let us thank the Lord and enjoy His goodness!

平田

11月13日（土）秋の弁当
教会では穀物の収穫感謝を覚え、シニアのメンバーに秋の弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会
オフィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery on November 13th (Sat.)
To observe Thanksgiving Day, Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering
Bento. If you are interested in receiving Bento, please contact the Church office.

メニュー：松茸スープ、さつま芋、菓子、フルーツ
Menu: Matsutake soup, Satsuma-imo, Kashi, fruits

Thanksgiving Dinner 2021
Thanksgiving Dinner Bento Box (Free) on 11/25/2021 (pre-order only). Pick-up will be 3:00 - 4:00 PM at
WLAUMC parking lot, 1913 Purdue Avenue. To receive a bento box, please RSVP by 6:00 PM, 11/21/2021, to
Keiko Takahashi at 310-818-6129, keikochanla@gmail.com, misaot@aol.com, or the church office 310-479-1379
(M-Th 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM). Sponsored by WLAUMC Nichigo-bu.
感謝祭ディナー弁当（無料）のお知らせ（事前予約のみ）
11/25/2021（木）午後3時から4時
WLAUMC 教会駐車場にてピックアップ
申込期限：11/21/2021 午後6時までにお願い致します。
Keiko Takahashi 310-818-6129, keikochanla@gmail.com or misaot@aol.com.
WLAUMC church office 310-479-1379 (M-Thu 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM). WLAUMC 日語部主催.
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Thanksgiving Card Making

Advent 2021

Creative
and
crafty
volunteers are needed on
Sunday, November 7 to
decorate Thanksgiving Cards
for friends on our Prayer
List.
We will meet in the
Learning
Center
after
worship at 10:30 AM. All supplies will be
provided, plus the big sliding doors will be
open and the tables will be socially
distanced for everyone’s safety.
Please contact Rev. Janet if you are able
to participate or if you would like supplies
to prepare some cards at home.
A handwritten note to the recipients is
always appreciated. Thank you!

The first Sunday in Advent is November
28. The four-week period prior to Christmas
is a special time for reading scripture and
preparing our hearts for the birth of Jesus on
Christmas Day.
Our tradition of creating handmade ornaments for the
sanctuary Christmas Tree will continue on November 21, after
the 9:30 worship service.
This year, under Ashley Ramsey’s direction, our Choir will
be recording special music. Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka will be
leading an Advent Study, in addition to preaching on
December 14. Rev. Gary will be preaching from Luke’s Gospel.
While some of our activities will be a bit smaller than past
years due to ongoing health and safety precautions, the joy of
Christ’s arrival in the world will always be the BIG Good News!
Bring your friends and be a part of the wonder of this holy
season at West Los Angeles United Methodist Church!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NOVEMBER 2021
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

