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Open for Business
On August 15 we dipped our toe in the water and held our first inperson worship service since closing sixteen months ago due to the
pandemic. You may be wondering how it went.
68 persons were in attendance. Everyone had signed up using the new
online reservation system we put in place. All persons had to pass through
the front gates where check-in tables were set up, ably staffed by our
ushers. We had set the seating capacity at 70, although we think we can
safely accommodate at least 10 more.
Those attending represented the wide age range of our congregation,
from children to senior adults. Overall it tended to be a younger crowd, as
some of our most senior members have decided it is safer to stay at home.
For the most part, the worship service went as planned. We had to
make some changes for safety’s sake. The speakers, along with the
congregation, kept their masks on. Because our health professionals have
recommended against having a live song leader or choir, the hymns and
anthems were pre-recorded. The congregation, however, was invited to
sing the hymns with their masks on. The passing of the peace, passing of the
offering plates, and receiving line at the end of the service were put on hold
for now. And there was no coffee fellowship time after the service.
The one part of the service that did not go as planned was what we
call the Dismissal with Blessing or Benediction. I was unable to deliver it. I
went up to the pulpit as I usually do but the words wouldn’t come out. I was
overcome with emotion and found myself weeping. Afterword, Janet asked
me what was going on. I honestly didn’t know. Up until that moment, things
had been proceeding as we had planned. If anything, it was underwhelming
considering the size of the crowd and what we were not able to do.
Whenever that surge of emotion has happened before, I blamed (or
credited) the Holy Spirit. The Spirit was making some kind of statement.
Perhaps the tears were of grief for the persons we’ve lost over the past
sixteen months, including a number of key persons in our congregation and
Janet’s mother and my father. Perhaps they were tears of joy that we were
finally able to reconvene as a faith community. Perhaps they were for the
turmoil our city, state, nation, and world have gone through because of the
pandemic and other matters. It may have been all of the above.
Or perhaps it was simply to say God is with us. Yes, I think that’s what
it was. The Spirit was saying God weeps with us tears of joy and tears of
sorrow, but don’t worry; everything will be all right.
Grace and peace,

Rev. Gary

Sunday Worship Services
Beginning August 15
9:30 AM—English Worship
1:00 PM—Japanese Worship
Online worship at wlaumc.com
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the pastors.
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A joyful reopening of our church for worship on August 15!
Ushers, check-in volunteers and cleaning crew who enable our safe reopening.
Our dedicated Sunday School teachers who are leading in-person classes.
Café Aloha volunteers who distributed bento to church members on August 14.
The UMW members who cleaned the church kitchen on July 31.
Families who participated in the Ohana Picnic at Culver Park on July 31.
The hard-working roofers who completed the church roof repair in preparation
for solar panels, and for Jared Aoki coordinating this effort.
Our Adult Education Team as they plan a series of online workshops for our
congregation.
Our church’s children as they grow in faith and follow Jesus.
Our church members who support this congregation and the world through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•

Safety for the citizens of Afghanistan, and the U.S. soldiers who are assisting persons to evacuate
that country. Watch over the women and children who have been brutalized by the Taliban.
The people of Haiti following the devastating hurricane damage and deaths.
More people to be vaccinated in the U.S. and around the globe to suppress this deadly pandemic.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around the world.

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for our members and friends. They enjoy receiving phone calls and cards.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.
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English Worship
Services in September

The Gift of Making Our Wishes Known
Wednesdays 7:00 to 8:30 PM on Zoom

September 5
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Psalm 19
God’s glory in Creation and the
Law.

September 1, 8, 15, 22

September 12
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Genesis 1:1 –2:4a
God made creation and called
it good.
September 19
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14
God will bless the one who
withholds nothing from God.
September 26
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23
God’s blessings can work.
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view recorded services.

In-Person Worship RSVP
The church has implemented a
new online registration program for
persons attending the 9:30 AM
worship service in English. It is quick
and easy to reserve your seat each
week for Sunday worship. Just click
on the link in the Sunday morning
email or go to the church website,
wlaumc.com, and fill in the blanks.
Preregistering
for
worship
speeds the check-in process at the
front gate. For those without
internet access, please contact the
church to register and complete the
small info card at the gate.

Please join us for Zoom meetings with our guest experts to discuss
making our wishes known. Now is the perfect time for us to start the
conversation, whether we are making decisions for ourselves, parents,
or other loved ones.
Each meeting will address a different topic and have a guest
expert sharing information and answering questions. Each session will
begin with a 30 - 40 minute presentation and conclude with a question
and answer session.
We will be sending the Zoom link by email. Information will also
be posted on our church website at wlaumc.com or by calling the
Church Office at 310-479-1379.

September 1, 2021
What Financial Planning decisions I should consider while I am able?
Invited guest speaker: Rev. John Woodall, President, UM Foundation
Why is it important for me to have a Will and Living Trust?
How often do I need to review my Will and Living Trust?

September 8, 2021
Where do I Wish to Live when I am no longer able to care for myself?
Invited guest speaker: Ms. Heather Harada of Keiro
What are the options for older adults unable to care for themselves?
How do I start the search?
How much do they cost? What are the options for Japanese speaking
seniors?

September 15, 2021
What kind of Medical Treatment, Comfort and Care do I want?
Invited guest speaker: Dr. Linda Aoyama, M.D., Gerontologist
How do doctors use a DNR order?
What is palliative and hospice care?
How do I decide what I want on a Medical Advance Care Directive?

September 22, 2021
What are my Wishes for a Funeral, Memorial or Burial Services?
Guest speaker: Rev. Gary Oba, Senior Pastor
How do I plan a Church Funeral Service for my family members?
How much does a Church Funeral Service cost?
Pamela Ryder and Kristen Crabtree
Adult Christian Education Committee
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GBHEM Scholarship Recipient

Ohana Young Families Picnic
On a bright and beautiful July 31st afternoon, the
Ohana Young Families got together for an end of
summer picnic celebration at Clover Park in Santa
Monica. The mood was joyous after months of being
apart and in anticipation of being able to worship inperson together once again. Despite being outdoors
in the warm Saturday sunshine, masks continued to
be worn and families maintained social distancing
precautions.
All who attended experienced a day of
rejuvenation - a delightful time reconnecting with
each other and catching up on all the events that
have transpired in our lives over the past months. It
was an afternoon of fun, delicious food, and
acknowledgement that our God is a God of
community and relationships. Praise God!
The next Ohana gathering will be held on
September 11 at 9:30 AM on Zoom. All parents of
young children are invited to the conversation.
~Jane and Stan Shimotsu

It is a joy to announce that
Grace
has
received
a
scholarship from the General
Board of Higher Education and
Ministry of The United
Methodist Church. Grace is
double majoring in education
and public affairs at UCLA, with
an eye to either educationrelated policy or research, with
a focus on access and pathways to college for
underserved communities.
In 2020, Grace was selected as the new director
for the Student Advocate Board with UCLA’s
Academic Affairs Commission, an extremely active
and vital commission within the University. In 2021,
Grace began working as a teaching assistant at an
elementary school. She remains a member of the
College Scholars Honors program.

Nicky —God and Me
In August, Nicky completed
requirements for The God and
Me Program for Cub Scouts.
This
year-long
program
includes learning many Bible
stories, praying, completing a
workbook and creating several
projects. Nicky was mentored
by his mother, Diana, and had a
wrap-up Zoom conversation
with Rev. Janet. He has now
advanced to the rank of Bear.
The many Scouts in our congregation can
appreciate the effort that goes into each step of the
program. The church is happy to celebrate these
achievements with our children and youth.

Trunk or Treat
A few helping hands are needed to create craft projects for children who will
come to the church on Saturday, October 30 for Trunk or Treat. Several prepackaged crafts with instructions will be distributed that night. Are you able to help
design and prepare a craft or two? Please contact Rev. Janet to volunteer.
Parents, mark your calendars and watch for details in the October Newsletter!
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School Supplies Delivery
Rev. Gary and Rev. Janet were honored
to deliver a carful of school supplies to the
Sherman Indian High School in Riverside.
The staff were warm, welcoming, and
grateful to receive the many boxes of
supplies that our church members donated
for the students.
Sherman Indian School is a residential
campus for students who are one-quarter
Indian or more. Students come from across
the country to attend classes and be
emersed in Indian culture and heritage.
The school also offers programs for the
community including Indian Days and pow
wows.

Sunday Morning Parking
The Buddhist Temple has once again generously
offered the use of their parking lot during our 9:30
AM Sunday Worship Service in English. Naoto will
provide parking passes and assistance beginning at
9:00 AM. Please stop at the church to get a parking
pass.
Parking for our 1:00 PM Japanese Worship
Service is available in our church parking lot.

Sunday School Class Resumes

Great to be
back at church
for worship!

The church’s four Sunday School classes are
meeting for friendship, learning, and fun.
Room 1 for Age 3 - Kindergarten
Room 3 for Grades 1 - 3
Room 2 for Grades 4 - 8
Room 8 for Grades 9 - 12
To ensure safety for children and youth, masks
are required, rooms are well ventilated, hand
sanitizer is in each room, and individual supply bins
are provided for children.
Teachers continue to consider a possible time
and format for periodic online gatherings for
children and youth.
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Japanese Ministry
「敬老の日」
「人々が私に、『さあ、主の家に行こう。』と言ったとき、私は喜
んだ。」（詩篇122;1）8月15日より対面礼拝が始まり、礼拝をする
喜びが私たちの心に溢れる時を経験しました。礼拝に誘ってくれる家族友
人がいるのも感謝です！
さて、今年も敬老の日がやってきました。礼拝に参加できないシニアの兄弟姉妹も多くいま
す。シニア弁当ミニストリーは、WLA教会の愛するシニアメンバーに喜びと感謝の気持ちを
もって9月11日にお弁当を届けたいと思います。また、9月19日は敬老の日礼拝を守り、礼拝
後は礼拝参加者にお弁当が準備されます。
「胎内にいる時からになわれており、生まれる前から運ばれた者よ。あなたがたが年をとって
も、わたしは同じようにする。あなたがたが、しらがになっても、わたしは背負う。わたしは
そうしてきたのだ。なお、わたしは運ぼう。わたしは背負って、救い出そう。」イザヤ46:3-4
年をとったら、主に背負ってもらい、主に守られることを信仰により覚えさせられ感謝です。
敬老の日おめでとうございます！
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘let us go to the house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1) How great it is to worship
the Lord together in the house of the Lord! With great joy, we worshipped together in the Sanctuary in August.
And with great joy, we would like to celebrate “Keiro-no-hi” in September.
Café Aloha Bento ministry would like to show “Kansha”(thankfulness) by providing special Bento to our Ji-chan &
Ba-chan. We give thanks to our God for all our Ji-chan & Ba-chan for their deep love and wisdom.
Keiro-no-Hi Omedetoo-Gozaimasu!

平田

9月11日（土）敬老の日弁当
コロナ問題が続きます。教会では敬老の日を感謝してシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けま
す。ご希望の方は教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery On September 11
To celebrate Keiro-no-Hi, Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering Bento.
If you are interested in receiving Bento, please contact church office.

メニュー：釜めし、味噌汁、菓子、フルーツ
Menu: Seafood-Kamameshi, Miso-soup, Kashi, Fruits

Happy Birthday Miiko Taka
Happy 96th Birthday to Nisei actress and Greg Shikata’s mother, Miiko Taka.
Taka, best known for her role in “Sayonara”, opposite Marlon Brando, celebrated her
birthday on July 24. She was recently honored by the Japanese American National
Museum and the Rafu Shimpo.

“I can’t put out wildfires, stop the massive suffering around the world, heal political divisions or
stop the hate and violence. But I can love — fully, deeply — each person who crosses my path
today. I can touch this earth as gently as I can. I can speak with tenderness, even when calling out
wrongs.”
~ UM Bishop Karen Oliveto
Mountain Sky Annual Conference
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Return to In-Person Worship
August 15, 2021
What a joy to return to the sanctuary
for in-person worship after 16 months
apart. While some things were different
from the past, the joyful worship of God
and warm fellowship remained the
same. Praise God!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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