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Growing More Christlike Together:

Sunday Worship Services

Loving Our Neighbors as We Love Ourselves
As We Return to In-Person Gathering
Conditions permitting, we are set to resume in-person worship on
Sunday, August 15. Our Administrative Council and Reopening Team
prepared a reopening plan, which was submitted and approved by our
District Superintendent. We are ready to go.
Included in this newsletter are two pages of information that provide
many details regarding the reopening. Let me highlight a few items:
The English worship service will resume at 9:30 AM. Children and youth
will begin in worship and then go to Sunday School after the Children’s
Message. The sanctuary will open at 9:00 AM for Silent Prayer and
Meditation.
The Japanese Language Service will convene at 1:00 PM, with time for
Silent Prayer and Meditation, beginning at 12:45 PM. This change in the
Nichigo worship schedule provides necessary time between the two
services to air-out the sanctuary, wipe down items, sanitize restrooms, set
up recording equipment, and avoid overlapping crowds in the parking lot
and courtyard.
In case of the need for contact tracing, each individual or family will
submit a Registration Card each Sunday at the Welcome Table inside the
front gates. To make this process go as swiftly as possible, participants can
complete their Registration Card ahead of time. Blank Registration Cards
will be available at the church, online, and via email. A sample is on page 7.
At this time, we will not restrict the capacity of each service nor require
persons to be vaccinated. However, masks will be required and everyone is
asked to practice social distancing. Anyone who is experiencing COVID-19
symptoms (fever, cough, body ache), been near someone who recently has
been infected, or who has returned from traveling, are asked to remain at
home for their own and others’ health and safety.
For those who choose to not return to in-person worship, please know
that our online worship services will continue. Plans are also being
considered for ongoing online Sunday School gatherings. Our deepest desire
is for you to remain healthy and well and connected to God. Whatever we
can do to help with that, please let us know.
Blessings,

Beginning August 15
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The 44 volunteers who helped at the All Church clean-up on Saturday, July 3.
Café Aloha volunteers who delivered bento on Saturday, July 10, to senior members of our church.
Individuals and families who donated school supplies for Sherman Indian High School.
The work of our Administrative Council and many church committees.
UMW Members for cleaning the kitchen on Saturday, July 31.
Our Adult Education Team as they plan a series of online workshops for our congregation.
Bishop Grant Hagiya as he assumes the additional duties of Bishop of the Desert Southwest Annual
Conference upon the retirement of Bishop Hoshibata.
Our church’s children as they grow in faith and follow Jesus.
Our church members who support this congregation and the world through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•

Firefighters battling blazes throughout the west and around the country.
More people to be vaccinated in the U.S. and around the globe to suppress this
deadly pandemic.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around
the world.

Prayer Requests:
For a complete list of Prayer Requests, please contact the church office.
To add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.

Email Prayer Group

Altar Flower Offerings
As we re-open for in-person worship on August
15, we welcome those of you who are interested to
sign-up for Altar Flowers. Please note that delivery
should be scheduled for the Friday before worship.
A sign-up sheet will be available in the Courtyard on
Sunday mornings or you may call the Church Office
at 310-479-1379.
Thank you for beautifying our Sanctuary with
flowers!
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If you would like to stay informed
of prayer concerns for the church
please join our new WLA UMC
Prayer Group. You may request to
join by signing into Google Groups,
entering the group name and
selecting “Join group”, or by
contacting the Church Office at 310479-1379.

English Worship
Services in August
August 1
Pre-recorded Online Worship
Rev. Eric Iki, guest preacher
2 Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17
Prescription Lenses from God
August 8
Pre-recorded Online Worship
Rev. Gary Oba
Psalm 130
Waiting for Divine Redemption
August 15
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Psalm 84
Joy of worship in the Temple
August 22
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Psalm 111
Praise for God’s wonderful
works
August 29
9:30 AM In-person & Recorded
Rev. Gary Oba
Psalm 124
Thanksgiving for Deliverance
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view pre-recorded services.

SPRC Report
We are grateful and blessed to report that our three Pastors,
Reverend Gary, Reverend Becky and Reverend Janet have been
reappointed for the new year that started on July 1st!
The SPRC Committee members would like to express their sincere
appreciation and gratitude for the dedication and diligence of these
three amazing pastors who continue to support West LA UMC with
exceptional leadership and commitment.
Thanks be to God!
Sonia Dixon, Chairperson
Staff Parish Relations Committee

Adult Education Workshop Series
Beginning in late August, West LA UMC will launch a series of online
workshops on Long Term Planning.
As we find ourselves getting older or taking care of those who are
getting older, we need helpful information and insights to make wise
decisions. With this in mind, the Christian Education Committee is
inviting specialists to provide resources and guidance to start planning
ahead.
The series will include assistance for seniors in Assisted Living or at
home, medical health care decisions, 5 Wishes overview and writing
letters to loved ones, funeral and memorial service planning, and living
trust/health care directives.
By offering these workshops on Zoom, we hope that many people
will attend and ask questions. Workshops will be held online on
Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:30 PM.
More details will be forthcoming in emails and the September
Newsletter. Thank you for your interest and participation.
Kristen Crabtree and Pamela Ryder
Planning Team

Sunday School Teachers

Online Sunday School

Would you like to be a part of a
team to teach Sunday School on a
periodic basis? Our wonderful
teachers would like additional
assistance during class time to help
children with craft projects,
distribute handouts and supplies,
and have fun with the kids.
Please contact Sharon KinoshitaGill or Rev. Janet for more
information or to volunteer.
Thank you!

One of the delightful benefits of
holding Kids Creation Bible Study and
Trekker Gatherings on Zoom is having
children and youth participate, even
at a distance. Families have joined
the Zoom from wherever they are on
vacation. The Izumi family and their
cousin have called in from Mexico!
Here they are making the craft.
What a joy to have this ongoing
gathering of children and youth
throughout the past 15 months.
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Returning to In-Person Worship
Our Mission and Intent
The spiritual health and growth of our congregation is always the church’s top priority. Within the
context of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the physical health and safety of all participants has
become a key factor in all of the church’s decisions within the congregation and community. With
God’s guidance and the collective wisdom of our church leaders, members, state and federal resources,
West LA UMC is moving ahead with a plan for reopening that includes a number of health and safety
protocols that are described here.
We acknowledge that new information and insights may alter plans and require changes. In
collaboration with the pastors, Administrative Council, and other leaders, we will review and reevaluate
plans and procedures so that all of God’s children feel welcome, safe, nurtured, and cared for as we
continue to Grow More Christlike Together.
In-person Sunday Worship
The heart of Christian community is Sunday worship. Beginning August 15, the English Worship Service
will reconvene in the sanctuary at 9:30 AM with additional protocols in place. Sanctuary doors will open
at 9:00 AM for silent prayer and meditation.
Beginning August 15, the Japanese Worship Service will convene at 1:00 PM with safety protocols in
place. Sanctuary doors will open at 12:45 PM for silent prayer and meditation.
The additional time between the two services is necessary to completely air-out the sanctuary, wipe
down items and areas that have been touched, clean the restrooms, set up recording equipment, and
avoid overlapping crowds in the parking lot and courtyard.
Music and Communion
A soloist or small group will lead singing during worship until it is safe for the Choir to resume meeting.
The Lord’s Supper will not be celebrated during in-person worship at this time.
Online Worship Services
A pre-recorded worship service in English will be available on YouTube on Sunday mornings for persons
who feel more comfortable worshipping from home. The pre-recorded liturgy, scripture lesson, sermon
and prayers will be the same as those shared during the in-person worship service. The Nichigo service
will be recorded live and available for viewing on YouTube by Monday morning.
Masks Required in all Church Spaces (Buildings and Grounds)
Masks are required by all participants (age 2 and older), regardless of vaccination status. Anyone
entering the church facility (sanctuary, classrooms, social hall, restrooms, offices, courtyard, parking lot)
must wear a mask at all times. If someone arrives without a mask, the church will happily provide one
to wear that day and take home.
Worshippers will be asked if they have or have experienced COVID-19 symptoms in the last 24 hours, or
been with someone who has COVID-19. If so, persons will be encouraged to remain at home to care for
their health. Everyone is asked to take extra precautions before returning to church if having traveled
recently, particularly out of the country.
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Sign-in and Contact Tracing
Each week, participants will submit a Registration Card providing the following information: the date,
individual’s name, additional family members attending worship (if applicable), contact phone number
and email address. This information will remain confidential and will only be used if pandemic contact
tracing is required. Registration Cards will be available at the church, online, and via email. Completed
Registration Cards will be collected at the Welcome Table at the front gate before each worship service
as required by the Cal-Pac Annual Conference and to comply with LA County requirements.
Sanctuary Seating
The sanctuary pews have been rearranged to provide additional space between rows. Families with
children are asked to sit in the side section of the sanctuary to reduce contact between unvaccinated
children and potentially vulnerable adults. Although the pews will not be marked, everyone is asked to
respect social distancing for health and safety.
Nursery
The Nursery Room will be open and available for parents of newborns and toddlers. Parents are
encouraged to bring a special toy for each of their children since church toys will not be available.
Childcare will not be provided at this time.
Children in Worship
Children will sit with parents or guardians at the beginning of worship and then be invited forward for
the Children’s Message. Specially marked spots will direct children to sit at a safe distance from each
other and adults in nearby rows. Following the Children’s Message, children may either return to their
pew or attend Sunday School.
Sunday School
All teachers and participants will wear masks during class. Classrooms have been reconfigured to allow
for more space between children. Other than supplies needed for lessons, toys and other items will not
be available for use at this time.
Conversations are continuing regarding plans for ongoing online gatherings for children and youth.
Coffee Hour and Tea time
For the time being, coffee hour and tea time will not be provided. We look forward to hosting
refreshments, potlucks, and other special meals when it is safe.
Church Cleaning
The church is cleaned twice each week. Additional cleaning will take place between the English and
Japanese language worship services. Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance of the sanctuary, social
hall, classrooms, and learning center. Frequent hand washing is still recommended.
Other Church Activities
Resuming Sunday worship is the top priority for the church, followed by church activities and special
services (funerals and memorials). Only after safety protocols have been adapted and infection rates
have significantly decreased will the church consider opening the facilities to outside groups.
With Gratitude
We give God thanks for the many people who have offered recommendations regarding these plans
and protocols. We pray that each member of Christ’s beloved family will remain safe and healthy as
we seek to praise God and Grow More Christlike Together.
Prepared July 24, 2021
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Japanese Ministry
「教会オープン」
8月15日より教会礼拝堂がオープン！1年5か月の時を経て、待ちに
待った礼拝堂オープンです。「主の箱がキルヤテ・エアリムにと
どまった日から長い年月がたって、20年になった。イスラエルの
全家は主を慕い求めていた。」（Ｉサムエル7:2）聖書では主を熱
心に慕い求める心が、民全体にくだる時がありました。皆で一緒
に主に礼拝を捧げたい思いを強く持つのは、聖霊の主の働きです。さあ今、主の前に心開き、主のみ
言葉を待ち望みましょう。体調質問、マスク着用、距離を置くなどのルールがあるので、十分な時間
をとって教会に来てほしいと思います。英語部礼拝と時間を開け、掃除をしてから1時に礼拝を始める
ので、時間の余裕をもって教会に来ましょう。これから8月15日に向けて祈り準備です！
On August 15th, we are very excited to start in-person worship services! “From the day that the ark was lodged
at Kiriath-jearim, a long time passed, some twenty years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.” (I
Samuel 7:2) In the Bible, people craved spiritually and had a strong passion to worship the Lord. Today, it is not
that different! When we want to worship Him together, it is the work of the Holy Spirit working in us. So, let us
open our hearts and wait for God’s word. Remember to wear a mask, keep the social distances, and follow the
protocols. August 15th 1:00 pm ni aimashou!
Rev. Becky Hirata

School Supply Donations
Thank you for all of the generous donations of school supplies for the Sherman Indian High School.
In addition to these items, were boxes of snacks, spiral notebooks, and many more backpacks !

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church
For the health and safety of all persons, please complete this card
every time you come to worship. This information will remain
confidential and will only be used if pandemic contact tracing is
required.
Today’s Date: _____________________________________________

Keurig Coffee Pods
Please save your clean, empty
Keurig pods for future craft projects
at the church. The pods can be
dropped off in Sunday School Room
3. Many thanks for your help in
creatively repurposing these pods!

Your Name: _______________________________________________
Names of family members joining you today: ____________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Contact phone number: _____________________________________
Contact email: ____________________________________________
Please add me to the Mailing List to receive periodic updates. Yes ___ No ___

Sunday Morning Parking
The Buddhist Temple has once
again generously offered the use of
their parking lot during our 9:30 AM
Sunday worship service. Naoto will
provide parking passes and assistance
beginning at 9:00 AM. Nichigo
parking will be provided for in our
church parking lot.
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Preparing for In-person Worship
Thanks to the Trustees, Sunday School
teachers, and 44 Clean Up Day volunteers,
the church is ready to resume in-person
worship on August 15! The sanctuary,
classrooms, and kitchen are clean,
organized, and awaiting your return.
See you at church!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 2021
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025
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