West LA Connections
A Publication of West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

West LA United Methodist Church
July 2021
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025
310-479-1379, westlaumc@gmail.com, www.wlaumc.com

Return to In-Person Worship – Part II
As our Administrative Council Chair, Stan Shimotsu, wrote last
month, we are preparing for a return to in-person worship and
activities. If all goes well, in-person worship will resume on August 15.
Much will depend on the COVID situation in LA County and our
readiness. Our foremost concern is for your health and safety.
As Stan mentioned, our Trustees, under Jared Aoki’s leadership,
have been preparing the church campus for our return. Carpets have
been cleaned. The entire church has been fumigated. Re-roofing the
educational building has been scheduled to make way for the
installation of solar panels. The All Church Clean-up Day on July 3 will
further prepare our facility for gathering.
The in-person worship service will be different, at least for a while.
The liturgy, scripture reading, and messages will be done in the same
way as before. We are discussing the safety of congregational singing
and choral anthems. The hymns and anthems may be pre-recorded for
a while, or singing may be done while masked. We will most likely put
on hold passing the peace, circulating the offering plates, the receiving
line at the end of the service, and coffee fellowship time. Again, these
will be temporary measures until the lingering smoke from the
pandemic clears. Online worship will continue for those unable to
attend in-person.
For the time being, we will register people as they arrive, in case
contact tracing is necessary. We will encourage mask wearing and
social distancing, and have plenty of hand sanitizers. We want to be
both welcoming and safe.
It has been 16 months since we last gathered in-person for
worship. We’ve lost 17 members during this time. Our nation and the
world have gone through a major upheaval, not limited to the
pandemic. Our church will look and feel very different when we gather
again. Yet we trust Jesus will continue to be with us in the boat as we
seek to reach safely the shore’s other side.
Looking forward to seeing you in church,

Rev. Gary
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Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Café Aloha volunteers who delivered bento on Saturday, June 5, to senior members of our church.
All of our church’s graduates as we celebrate their accomplishments.
Retired Bishop Roy Sano as he is honored with a new Claremont School of Theology scholarship in
his name. We give thanks for Bishop Sano’s leadership over the years.
Our church members and pastors who participated in the online Cal-Pac Annual Conference in June.
Our church’s generosity in financially supporting food banks and meals in our community.
Our church’s children as they grow in faith and follow Jesus.
The establishment of Juneteenth National Independence Day, June 19, as a federal holiday.
Juneteenth (also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation Day, and Emancipation Day)
celebrates the emancipation of African-Americans who had been enslaved in the United States.
The reopening of many businesses on June 15, as Covid-19 infections went down in California. Pray
for the health and safety of all business owners and employees.
Our Trustees as they oversaw the tenting the church during the week of June 21-25.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Persons who are preparing for and undergoing medical treatments and surgeries.
Good health and safety for individuals and families as they travel during the summer
months.
Individuals and families as they go through transitions in their lives, including
returning to work places, starting new jobs, changing schools, and adapting to many
changes.
A commitment to working for peace and unity within our country and around the
world.
The end of anti-Asian sentiments and violence that has been fueled by hate and lies.
Medical supplies to arrive in nations that continue to experience surges in Covid-19 cases and
overwhelmed hospitals.

Prayer Requests:
Please contact the church office for a full list of Prayer Requests.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.
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English Worship
Services in July
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view the worship services.
July 4 — Holiday Weekend
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Psalm 40:1-11
Deliverance.
July 11
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Acts 2:37-42
Strength in Baptism.
July 18
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Romans 6:1-11
Dying and rising with Christ.
July 25
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
The Lord’s Supper, Part 1.

Keep Connected to WLAUMC
In addition to this monthly Newsletter, a weekly Sunday morning
email is sent to members and
friends. If you wish to receive the
latest news and prayer requests via
email, contact Rev. Janet.
We also have a new Instagram
account for church news and events!
Follow us @wlaumc.
Finally, please “Like” WLAUMC on
Facebook.

July Ohana Gatherings
Navigating Transitions through Spiritual Practices
Saturday, July 10, 9:30 AM, on Zoom
This is a time of significant transition as we emerge from pandemic
life and our children shift into preschool, kindergarten, and middle
school. As parents, we may be experiencing changes with work, caring
for senior parents, and other matters that knock us off balance. The
program will include group discussion, spiritual practices, and resources
to help ground us and our children. Lay Leader and Kids Creation Bible
Study co-teacher Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, the parent of two daughters, a
certified mindfulness meditation instructor, and seminarian at the
Claremont School of Theology will lead the discussion. RSVP to Jeri for
the Zoom link.

Family Picnic Potluck
Saturday, July 31, 10:00 AM
Clover Park, 2600 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica
Join us for our first in-person gathering at the park! RSVP to Jane
Shimotsu with the number of adults and kids attending and if you will
be bringing a salad or dessert. You may want to bring ground cloths,
folding chairs, and scooters. We are looking forward to this reunion!

Woodlawn Joint Memorial Day Service -May 2021
A joint 62nd anniversary Memorial Day Service , organized by the
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple was held on Monday, May 31 at
Woodlawn Cemetery in Santa Monica. Ministers and representatives
from West LA UMC, West LA Buddhist Temple West LA Holiness
Church, Venice Hongwanji Temple, and Venice Free Methodist Church
participated in this event.
West LA UMC participants included Rev. Gary Oba, Rev. Becky
Hirata, Stan Shimotsu, and Sue Takahashi. Jimmy Fukuhara was
honored for his upcoming 100th Birthday in September and his 62 years
of leadership in this annual Memorial Day Service.
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Graduation Celebrations
Kortney
Elise
Maeda
graduated from University High
School in Irvine, where her
favorite
subjects
were
Chemistry, Marine Biology, and
Environmental Science. She
was active in the Eco Club,
Sword & Shield, Associated
Student Body, Ocean Institute, and Spaceset.
Kortney has been involved in all aspects of worship
and activities at West LA UMC, including Sunday
School, VBS, Christmas Programs, volunteer projects,
and presenting information on living an ecological
life. Kortney will attend the University of
Washington in Seattle in the fall to pursue a degree
in Environmental Studies through the Honors
Program. She writes, “I am incredibly excited to
continue pursuing my passion for photography,
graphic design, and public policy. I look forward to
getting involved with the UW school newspaper,
multimedia art clubs, and sustainability groups in the
Seattle area.”
Mariko Fujimoto Rooks
graduated with a double major
in the History of Science and
Medicine (Public Health) and
Ethnicity, Race and Migration
(Ethnic Studies) and will return
to Yale for a 5th year to
complete her Master's in Public Health. Mariko is a
stalwart on the Yale Women's Water Polo
Intercollegiate Club Team and two-time All
Conference Team & All American nominee. She also
serves as the collegiate member of the USA Water
Polo Association's Task Force on Race & Equity. At
Yale, Mariko held leadership positions at the Black
House & Black Solidarity Conference, the Asian
American Cultural Center & Jook Songs (Asian
American Spoken Word Club) and Mixedish, an
organization for students of multiracial ancestry.
Rachel Floyd celebrated her
graduation from the Institute
of Culinary Education in
Pasadena. Rachel is a member
of the church, an active leader
in VBS, and well-known for her
amazing baked goods!
Congratulations to our church’s graduates!
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Lauren Sasaki’s
Service Learning Project

My service learning project was earning and
donating money to my church, West LA United
Methodist Church. While I was doing my project I
felt very proud about what I was doing. Every time
we made money for the church, it made me feel
good about doing something to help our community!
I plan on doing this more often!
I chose to donate to my church because the
church serves others, they cook dinners for the
homeless veterans, assemble toiletry bags for lowincome students, and more!
My brother, Brendan,
and I got the money that
we donated to the church
by drawing pictures and
making comics, then
selling them to family. I
chose drawing as my way
to make money because it
is really fun to draw!
Although we sold our pictures and comics for very
little, we still made a lot of money, because we made
a lot of the pictures. It was so fun to draw the
comics! One day, I made some really cute paintings,
then my brother and I made an art gallery, then we
sold them.
I also worked on a newspaper with my friends
and we sold subscriptions. Before I donated the
money, I put 10 dollars of my money in the money
for the church.
Another way we got the money was that our
parents matched the amount of money we were
going to donate, which doubled the amount! In the
end we donated $59.96 to our church!

2021 Scholarships Announced
The Scholarship Committee is proud to announce
our recipients of the 2021 scholarships.

Missionary Joy Prim
We are grateful to receive periodic emails from
Deaconess Joy Prim as she serves on behalf of The
United Methodist Church in Hong Kong.
Joy’s most recent message began with these
words, “Here in Hong Kong we are nearing 500 days
of dealing with the COVID-19 global pandemic. We
still wear masks every time we step outside even as
our case numbers are thankfully staying low and
vaccines are readily available to most people. Yet
nearly 500 days later, the discrimination and
stigmatization of migrant domestic workers is just as
wide spread, if not more.”
If you would like to receive Joy’s regular updates,
contact her at pfeifferswimmer09@gmail.com. Joy
deeply appreciates our church’s prayers and
financial support for her ministry.

Kortney Maeda was awarded
both the Sawahata Scholarship
and the Shikata Scholarship.
Kortney is a member of our
church and has been active in
many programs and activities.
She will be attending the
University of Washington in
Seattle in the fall, enrolling in the College of the
Environment.
We have the pleasure of
announcing three recipients for
the Sasaki Murakami Ethnic
Ministerial Scholarship. The first
awardee is Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka.
Jeri is involved with many aspects
of our church including VBS,
Christian
Education,
Choir,
Outreach & MemberCare, and
UMW, in addition to being our current Lay Leader!
Jeri is attending seminary at Claremont School of
Theology.
The second recipient is Camille
Obata. Camille has family that is
connected to this church. She is
from Northern California and was
active at Buena Vista UMC. She is
attending seminary at Boston
University School of Theology.
Camille was a recipient last year
as well.

Our Church’s Creative Youth
In addition to checking in and discussing a
scripture passage, the Trekker Zoom Gatherings
often include an art project. On Pentecost, the youth
used their creativity to design flaming headbands,
mosaics, and torn-paper flames as a reminder of the
arrival of the Holy Spirit!
This summer, the Trekkers are learning about
baptism and communion, John Wesley, United
Methodist history, and our congregation’s history.

The third recipient is Joshua Kuramoto. Joshua is
from the state of Washington and
attends
Wesley
Theological
Seminary in Washington, D.C. He
is currently home in Seattle
working on his internship at
Blaine Memorial UMC. He is
involved with Youth and Young
Adult Ministry at this time.
We were very impressed by all the candidates.
They deserve their awards and we wish them the
best of luck with their studies.
Mike Dote
Scholarship Committee

5

Japanese Ministry
「前進」
現在、これを書いているのは、教団総会中の朝である。初日、牧師たちの集まりで「疲れ」を感じてい
る牧師の多いことを認識させられた。そうか。。。教会はガラッと変わった。昔と同じ教会ミニスト
リーでは続けられない時を迎えた。皆に会えない教会。孤立を感じる教会。教会はこの変化を受け入
れ、ミニストリーのやり方を考え直す一年であった。
使徒パウロは、世界にキリスト教を広め、素晴らしい軌跡を残した。しかし、何度も危機を通り抜
け、最後は囚人であり、適応しながら伝道していたのを御存じであろうか。
不確定なコロナ禍、「適応」する時はミニストリーにチャンレジしていく時である。失敗、失敗、学
習、再チャレンジ！その中で、喜びと熱心な心、そして聖霊の働きに興奮し感動を受ける。オンライ
ン礼拝は、日本やNYにいる兄弟姉妹に届いている。シニア弁当デリバリーは、皆に喜びを与える。
イースター、母の日、父の日のギフトは、特別主に感謝してしまう。特別賛美も楽しく熱心に向き合
う。ズームのバイブルスタディは、主のみ言葉に感動する時である。たまにメールやラインで恵みの
感想が返ってくるから、主の働きを感じてしまうのである。
今、教会は適応し続け、前進するしかないと教えられる。信仰により前進あるのみ！
I am writing this article during the week of the Annual Conference, as I look back on last year. On the first
day, I heard the word “tired” a lot. Pastors are tired, because the church has changed dramatically over the last
year. Last year, we really needed an adaptive mindset regarding change. A new ministry and new opportunities
had to be regularly explored with a sense of excitement and enthusiasm. This wasn’t taught in a workshop or by
a new committee. (It is learned through the behaviors of members.) As we experienced a worldwide pandemic,
churches had to evolve immediately (with Thomas!). We are not going to be the same again. We have
undergone a major crisis throughout last year, separated from our beloved brothers & sisters. We were isolated
and had to restructure how we worshipped.
Paul, the first missionary, made a mark on Christian outreach and world evangelism. Did you know that he
had to adapt constantly, as he experienced a terrible shipwreck, was bitten by a snake, and was beaten many
times? As a prisoner, he did ministry as best he could among the Jews and the Roman guards. He adapted along
the way and succeeded.
The church needs to be adaptive and face the challenges, to experiment in ministry creatively. That means,
we fail, learn, try, fail, learn and try again! And move forward by Faith!
7月10日（土）弁当 - Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery On July 10 (Saturday)
教会ではアメリカ独立記念日を覚えシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会オフィ
スまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering bento. If you are interested in
receiving bento, please contact the Church office.
メニュー：梅チラシ、味噌汁、菓子、フルーツ - Menu: Ume-chirashi, Miso-soup, Kashi, Fruits.

“For I was hungry…”
“… for I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked, and you gave me clothing…” From Matthew 25:35-45
This past month, our Missions Team led by Dr. Ken Ho, followed the teachings of Jesus the Christ and acted
with love and compassion with a $2,500 donation to the Loaves and Fishes ministry of the United Methodist
Living Into the Future Foundation. Loaves and Fishes supports food pantries with grants to over 30 feeding
programs across the Los Angeles, Long Beach and Northern Orange County areas. These food pantries provide
bagged groceries and hot meals that feed thousands of our brothers and sisters experiencing food insecurity, as
well as provide clothing and personal health care items. In addition, the Missions Team gave $1,000 to support
the Sack Lunch ministry of the Kardia United Methodist Church, which monthly ministers to the needs of
unhoused veterans and those in need in our community. With the work of our Missions Team, We Grow More
Christlike Together.
Stan Shimotsu, Administrative Council Chair
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Annual Conference Reflection
The theme of this year’s Annual Conference was Restoration: Parables of the
Pandemic utilizing the metaphor and imagery of the Japanese art of “kintsugi” in
which broken pottery isn’t discarded; instead, it is mended with golden seams to
reconnect the pieces as a new work of art, revered for its uniqueness. I was
delighted and disappointed because “kintsugi” was the theme of our 2020
Women’s Retreat that had to be postponed due to the pandemic. (Stay tuned!)
I appreciated this idea of restoration woven through the conference, but my
eyes and heart were opened to another way of viewing “kintsugi” as offered by
Suanne Ware-Diaz in her remarks as the Methodist Federation for Social Action
honoree. To paraphrase, what if we don’t just put the original pieces back together but, instead, look for
other brokenness at the margins, those overlooked. What if we include those pieces without a home into
a new creation instead of simply restoring what was? I now envision a “kintsugi mosaic.”
This is my takeaway and my hope for the denomination, the conference, and our local church as we
use the familiar shape of what was as our guide, but boldly expand our imaginations to create anew in an
inclusive and affirming way where all come together as a revitalized, reimagined, and not merely a
restored church.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
English Lay Leader

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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