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Return to In Person Worship and Church Activities
On Saturday, May 22, the Administrative Council met via Zoom to
plan for a return to in-person worship and activities in our Church where
we last met in person on Sunday, January 12, 2020 – 16 months ago!
Everyone I have spoken to misses the loving warmth of our community of
faith and asks, “When will we be back together again?”
As our leadership and congregation all look forward to worshipping
together in our sanctuary and all of the activities that are a part of the life
of our Church, we are guided by our mission of Growing More Christlike
Together. At the core of this statement of mission is that we love our
neighbors as ourselves and care for one another and that includes care for
one another’s health and safety. Despite the increase in vaccination
rates, the lowering of infection and death rates, and relaxing of state and
local rules, out of an abundance of caution, the parameters we discussed
in our plan to return to Church may continue to be more restrictive than
the ever-evolving CDC, state and/or local guidelines.
While we continue to closely monitor the ever-fluid landscape of the
COVID 19 Pandemic and its impact, we are taking action by following the
guidance of our Administrative Council members and a small group
already formed comprised of our pastors, Trustees’ Chair, Worship Team
Leader, and Lay Leader to develop and implement a plan mindful of the
paramount importance of the safety and well-being of our members,
guests and staff. The small group described above will continue to meet
to work on the myriad of details that will lead to our return and
communicate to our Administrative Council and congregation our
progress of the return plan.

We have not set a date yet for our return to Church. Before the date
is set, we want to complete the tenting of our entire Church facility to
eliminate termite infestation which has caused damage to our structures
over the years. We hope to have this done by the end of June.
Thereafter, thanks to our Trustees, repairs will be made to termite
damaged areas and re-roofing of our Church on portions of our buildings
where needed. We will also be installing solar panels on the Sunday
School roof as a long-range conservation and cost-effective energy savings
plan. An All Church Clean Up Day will take place throughout the facilities,
and we will be welcoming volunteers for this important task.
Continued on Page 3.
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All of our church’s graduates who are celebrating their accomplishments.
Ashley Ramsey for sharing the morning message on Pentecost Sunday, May 23.
Our Administrative Council members who met on Saturday, May 22 to discuss
the next steps for safely reopening our church worship and activities.
The kindness and generosity of church members in times of need.
Our church’s Scholarship Committee under the leadership of Mike Dote.
The Café Aloha volunteers who delivered bento to our church’s senior
members on May 1.
The Wesley Foundation 580 Café as it continues to reach out and support
college students.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•
•

The end to anti-Asian crimes and violence.
Health and safety for all of our church members, families and friends.
Our nation’s political leaders to find common ground and ways to work together for the benefit of
all people and communities.
An end to the violence and restoration of peace in the Middle East.
Health and supplies for the people of India who are suffering from a tremendous surge in Covid-19
cases and overwhelmed hospitals.

Prayer Requests:

For a complete list of prayer requests, please contact the Church Office.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.
Special Offerings and Memorial Offerings
For a complete list of offerings, please contact the Church Office.

Church Library
The church is blessed to have many
books and resources on Japanese history
and culture, Japanese American literature,
and many children’s books and videos. In
addition, there are a number of books in
Japanese.
We look forward to the time when the
Library will reopen. When it does, please
plan to stop by to read, borrow, and share
these tremendous resources!
Many thanks to the Library Committee
for all they do to catalog and arrange
books.
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English Worship
Services in June
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view the worship services.
June 6
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Psalm 113
God the helper of the needy.
June 13
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Psalm 69:1-6
Prayer for deliverance from
persecution
June 20 — Father’s Day
Mr. Stan Shimotsu preaching.
Psalm 27
Triumphant song of
confidence.
June 27
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Psalm 40:1-10
Thanksgiving for deliverance.

Annual Conference
The Cal-Pac Annual Conference
will meet online again this year,
beginning Thursday, June 17 and
concluding Saturday evening, June
19. This annual gathering is the
decision-making body for our United
Methodist Churches and each
church is represented by clergy and
lay delegates. Conference includes
worship services, business and
educational sessions, and reports
from a variety of ministry groups.
This year, our church will be
represented by our pastors, Rev.
Gary, Rev. Janet, Rev. Becky, and
Rev. Richard, and lay members
Kristen Crabtree, Guy Cheney, Jeri
Okamoto-Tanaka, Kathy Orebaugh,
and Stan Shimotsu.

Ohana: Families with Young Children
Saturday, June 12, 9:30 AM
All parents of young children (birth thru elementary) are invited to
participate in the monthly Ohana gatherings. At each meeting, parents
have an opportunity to check in with each other and discuss topics
related to parenting, education, health, and spirituality.
On June 12, Rev. Janet will lead the Ohana discussion on topics
related to the spiritual lives of children, theological questions that may
arise, and how parents and church leaders can assist children in their
faith and discipleship. Email your questions to Rev. Janet in advance, or
just bring them to the conversation.
~ Jane Shimotsu, Ohana Coordinator

Where Love Lives
Our congregation is a home for all of God’s people. We welcome
and celebrate people of every gender identity, race, sexual orientation,
ethnicity, class, ability and age.
At West LA United Methodist Church we wear our values on our
sleeve. If you listen to the sermons, read the newsletter, walk past our
church or look at the website you’ll see that we announce ourselves as
an open and welcoming place for all.
June is traditionally considered “Pride Month” or when the LGBTQ+
community and its allies celebrate their struggle for civil rights. Our
Reconciling Ministry will seek opportunities in 2021 to be visible to
those who desire to be part of an inclusive faith community including
those who have been traditionally excluded due to their sexual orientation or gender identity.
Faith and God’s love is an important source of guidance, hope and
inspiration especially in this year of a pandemic and isolation. Love lives
here at West LA UMC!
Guy Cheney, Reconciling Ministry Chairperson

Asian Camp
Asian Camp 2021 will be held on Zoom. Watch the Sunday emails for
details or contact Rev. Janet for more information. Registration is online.

Continued from Page 1.
Finally, members of the Administrative Council voiced the thought
that while the physical and mental health and safety of our Church
members are important, what is vital for our mission is to care for the
spiritual health and well-being of all within and those who seek out our
faith community. May God guide us with His Grace and strengthen our
resolve to work towards that end as well.
Stan Shimotsu, Administrative Council Chairperson
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Japanese Ministry
「お祝いの感謝」
「父の日お祝い」
5月は、子どもの日と母の日のお祝いを覚え感謝する時をもった。6月は卒業式の季節である。今年は卒業生の証
を分かち合う恵みの時を持つ予定である。そして、6月20日は父の日のお祝いが準備される。
「父たちよ。あなたがたも、子どもをおこらせてはいけません。かえって、主の教育と訓戒によって、育てなさ
い。」（エペソ6:4）
2000年前も今も同じであろう。がみがみと文句を言ったり、横暴に振る舞うことで、子どもを怒らせることがあ
る。「主がしつけ諭されるように、育てなさい。」と新共同訳はわかりやすい。父親は、主がしつけ諭す方法を
用いるのが一番。神様を中心に、物事を理解させ、聖霊の神様が介入されて成功する教育法であろう。お父さん
たちに感謝しよう！

In May, we thanked the Lord for Kodomo and Mothers. In June, we will enjoy the testimony from a
graduating senior. Also, on June 20, we will celebrate Father’s Day together.
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 2000 years ago, and now, it has not changed much. Fathers raise children in
a loving manner, Christ-honoring manner. Fathers treat their children as
Jesus treats the people he loves. It is vital to children’s development and
to their understanding of what Christ is like. Otoo-san, Kansha! Amen.
6月5日（土）弁当
コロナ問題で外出自粛が続きます。教会では父の日を覚えてシニアのメンバー
にお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方は教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。

Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery on June 5 (Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by
delivering Chichi-no-hi bento. If you are interested in receiving bento, please
contact the Church Office.
メニュー：筍とがんもどき、菓子、フルーツ

Menu: Takenoko, ganmodoki, kashi, fruits.

Nichigo Mother’s Day celebration

Youth Mission Project – Hearts for Love
Our church’s youth participated in
the creation of a poster expressing
solidary and support for the AAPI
community in the face of recent hate
crimes. Composed of hundreds of
colorful hand-folded origami hearts,
this poster gives voice to our
commitment to ending anti-Asian
hate, violence, and crimes.
Special thanks to Victoria
Yamashita for suggesting and leading
this effort, and to the origami heart
folders, especially our youth.
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A Beautiful Oops
I say “oops” a lot. Oops, I drop something, forgot to reply to an email, etc. I am
embarrassed at first but, upon reflection, recognize that showing imperfection reveals
my human nature and provides a point of connection for all of us oops-prone folks.
In Kids Creation Bible Study, we try to model flexibility and creativity – not perfection
– but sometimes we need to be reminded. With so much pressure on young people to
perform in academics, sports, music, and other endeavors, I was delighted when one of
our little ones reassured teacher Kathy, who said she made a mistake in giving the craft
instructions for the paper weaving project.
“Kathy,” Hazel said, “It’s okay, you just made a Beautiful Oops.” Everyone smiled and
relaxed into the project in their own way with beautiful results. Hazel spontaneously ran to get her book A
Beautiful Oops and read it to our class, explaining how what may seem like a mistake can be transformed
into something special with new perspective.
Such a wonderful teachable moment grew out of that Oops – and our teacher was a wise five-year old.
We all make mistakes, but with forgiveness of self and of others (as Jesus taught us and our children
reflect back to us), we just might discover beauty in that Oops.
Can you think of a time when you and/or God’s grace turned a “mistake” into a Beautiful Oops or
revealed a blessing?
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, English Lay Leader
A Beautiful Oops, by Barney Saltzberg, 2010.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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