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To Mask or Not to Mask
There appears to be some confusion over what people can or cannot do
once they have been vaccinated. Specifically, does one need to wear a mask
after being fully vaccinated?
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has clear
guidelines, including “You can visit inside a home or private setting without
a mask with other fully vaccinated people of any age.” Currently the CDC
website lists six “You Can” and two “You Shouldn’t” recommendations.
Please go to their website (www.cdc.gov) for the full list.
What the CDC does not list, however, is what you should do when you
believe it is safe not to wear a mask but others don’t. Should you base your
actions on science or faith?
I think we can learn from the way the apostle Paul handled Jewish
dietary laws. In his day, Jewish Christians abided by the strict dietary laws
found in the Hebrew Bible, such as not eating foods such as pork or shellfish,
which were considered unclean. Gentile Christians, however, believed all
foods were clean.
Paul came to believe that because God was the creator of everything,
all foods were to be considered clean, meaning they can be eaten. But when
he was with others who felt differently, he abided by their wishes. The
reason: out of respect for other people.
He put it this way: “If your brother or sister is being injured by what you
eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin
of one for whom Christ died.” (Romans 14:15)
Today he might say this about mask wearing: “If your brother or sister is
being injured by your not wearing a mask, you are no longer walking in love.
Do not let mask wearing cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died.”
Science or the CDC may tell you in certain situations it is safe to not wear
a mask, but if that situation makes your neighbor or church member or
stranger uncomfortable, then faith says you should wear a mask.
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If we find ourselves in such a situation, all we need to say is, “I have been
fully vaccinated. Would you feel more comfortable if I wore a mask or not?”
And abide by what your neighbor says.

Our Mission Statement

You may not be acting according to science, but you will be acting
according to love. And the greater of these is love.

West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Respectfully yours,
Rev. Gary

Growing More
Christlike Together

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:










Our church’s Administrative Council as they attend to the congregation’s needs during this time.
Our choir and musicians who work hard to record at home so that we may worship together.
The youth and adult volunteers who assisted in the Easter Card outreach project.
The Cafe Aloha delivery volunteers who reach out to senior members of our congregation.
The work of our Trustees as they care for the church facility.
The blessings of friendship that provide comfort, support, and much-needed laughter.
The glories of springtime colors in bloom.
Persons who are receiving the vaccine and those who are administering it.
Doctors, nurses, and all of the front-line workers who are working so hard to assist us and others.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:








Comfort for all of the families and friends of the mass shooting victims and the end of gun violence.
Empowerment of Asian-American communities working alongside others, including Black Lives Matter
organizations, to put an end to anti-Asian crimes.
Strength for persons caring for loved ones with dementia and Alzheimer’s.
Teachers, staff, and students as many schools return to in-class learning.
Health and safety for all of our church members, families and friends.
The end of white supremacy and anti-Asian violence. We pray for safety for all people.
Our nation as we seek to find common ground and ways to work together for the benefit of all people and
communities.

Prayer Requests:
For a complete list of prayer requests, please contact the Church Office.
Many persons are describing feeling lonely and sad as the pandemic moves into its second
year. Please reach out to others with cards and calls to break the sense of isolation.
If you wish to add or remove a prayer request,
please contact the pastors at 310-479-1379.

West LA UMC’s beautiful altar, cross, and stained glass window.

English Worship Services
in May
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view the worship services.
May 2
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Acts 15: 1-8
Council at Jerusalem, Faith gives
identity to both Jews and Gentiles.
May 9
A Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21
Paul’s former life; conflict with Peter at
Antioch; justification by faith.
May 16 — Ascension Sunday
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Galatians 3:1-9; 23-29
Neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male and female; one in Christ.
May 23 — Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost marks the arrival of the Holy
Spirit and the beginning of church on
earth. We wear red on Pentecost to
represent the “tongues of fire” that
appeared above Christ’s followers.
Ms. Ashley Ramsey preaching.
Acts 2:1-4;
Galatians 4:1-7 [5:16-26]
Pentecost; God pours the Spirit into
our hearts so we can call on God as
Father. Fruit of the Spirit.
May 30 — Memorial Day
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Psalm 1
The two ways.

The Life of Ohana Goes On
Saturday, May 8, 9:30 AM
During our April Zoom Ohana gathering, we talked about: What
our “Post-pandemic Church” will look like; re-entry back to In-Person
Worship and Activities; Return to school for the children; how online
studies affected our children and parents; and bullying, racism and
parenting skills.
Of course, we long to share more time in person together, along
with potluck lunches, and that will happen when it is safe to do so.
We continue to be a very active and vital Church! We continue to
“Grow More Christlike Together” and continue to “Be the Hope”
though physically apart.
Our next Zoom Meeting is on Saturday, May 8, at 9:30 AM. Let me
know if you can participate. All families with young children are
invited!
~ Jane Shimotsu

Singing Praise
The Lenten season was a time of
reflection and preparation before the
joyful celebration on Easter Sunday, April
4. Like many of us, I had ample time to
reflect and meditate this Lenten season,
and one thing remains true: I am eternally
grateful for the opportunity to work with an amazing group of
musicians who are dedicated to providing music for our services and
bringing joy to the congregation – even if that means not being able
to sing together in person.
The love and commitment of our West LA UMC Music Team
including our choir, soloists, instrumentalists, and our
editor/accompanist/producer, Thomas, never ceases to amaze me. I
am so thankful to get to work with each and every one of you.
Thank you for all you do, and God be with you until we meet again
(in person!).
Musically Yours,
Ashley Ramsey
West LA UMC Music Director

Graduating Students
The church would like to honor all of our graduates from High School, College, and graduate and certificate
programs. Please send the following information by May 10 to the church to be included in an upcoming
Newsletter:




Name of graduate, school, degree received, and academic major or area of study/certification.
Future plans, such as “pursuing a position in…”, “an internship with…”, or “learning more about…”.
A digital head and shoulders photo.

We look forward to sharing your accomplishments with our church family!

Worship News for 2021

JANM LGBT Event
“The Unsung Great: Uncovering Nikkei Histories
with Greg Robinson”
Saturday, June 12, 1:00 PM—2:30 PM
The Japanese American National Museum in
Little Tokyo is presenting an author discussion during
LGBTQ month this year. Author Greg Robinson
(Unsung Great stories of Extraordinary Japanese
Americans) along with Randall Kikukawa, Jonathan
Van Harmelen, and Tina Takkemoto, will highlight
stories of LGBTQ Nikkei throughout time. Tickets are
$10 or free to JANM members. RSVP to
publicprogram@janm.org.
Thanks to Cooke Sunoo for drawing our attention
to this special event.

Bicycle for Sale
A church member is
selling a brand-new, neveropened shipping box, 2019
Euro-Mini Zizzo “Campo” 21”
Folding Bicycle. Snazzy yellow
and black, 28 lbs., with
accessories. Advertised price $281-$300. Asking price
$250 with entire proceeds donated to the Church
Discretionary or High School Scholarship Fund. Please
contact the church for more information or the seller
directly at gys29@rocketmail.com.

Suddenly in March 2020, we shut our sanctuary
doors and have not been able to meet together for
worship in person in our sanctuary. The Worship
Team led by Rev. Gary did an amazing pivot to online
Sunday Worship services. We were blessed with the
challenge to develop a new form of worship and
especially blessed with a Worship Team able to create
one.
The online worship service has allowed us to
continue to worship God and Christ in our homes. Our
Worship Team made a conscious effort to plan online
worship services that maintain our WLAUMC church
feeling and sense of community.
We knew that online worship services could
provide an opportunity for our congregation to
worship God together, even when we cannot be
physically present on Sunday mornings. What we did
not know was how far our worship services would
reach.
From the online statistical information, we can
see that online worship reaches people far and wide.
We are reaching many people who have not or will
never be able to attend our church in person. People
who have moved to other cities and states or
countries, can now worship with us online.
People who are too frail or ill to return to attend
in-person church are able to continue to participate
in our worship online. People who prefer to skip the
drive can participate in worship too. And people can
worship at any hour of the day.
We will continue to provide meaningful prerecorded online services. At this moment the plan is
to continue our online worship services even after we
are able to open our Sanctuary to Sunday Morning
Worship Services.
We gather to worship our God and Christ. We
pray that all our worship services, in-person and
online, honor and praise our God and Christ.
Pamela Ryder
Worship Chairperson

Welcome Kanata Anthony Takahashi
We give God thanks for the arrival of Toshio and Keiko
Takahashi’s first grandson, Kanata Anthony Takahashi, to
proud parents Sachiko and Niki. Kanata was born on
March 26 near Portland, OR. Welcome to our newest
addition to our church’s Ohana!

New Members
Our congregation is pleased to welcome three new members! Please share your warm welcome with our newest
members through cards, emails, or a big smile when we are able to return to in-person worship. We give God
thanks for these committed new members.

Mui Koike
Mui was a claims Adjuster in the Marine Industry
for 25 years. This is a specialty field regulated by
Admiralty Law. The industry dealt with vessels,
seaman, longshoremen and imported cargo. When
she first started in this field, only 3% of women in the
industry. This is primarily a field of men. When she
retired, only 10% of women were in the industry. Mui
retired as Assistant Vice President. There was a lot of
business travel so, she writes, “I really didn't have any
time for my family or myself. I am proud that I
developed a reputation of being one of the best
Adjuster/Manager in the industry. I was known as
"Dragon Lady", tough but fair.” Mui enjoys gardening
(mainly roses) walking, exercising, and walking my
four dogs. She loves dancing and music, sweets,
foreign films, going to the opera and watching cop
shows. Mui, along with her sister, Susie Koo, are
serious advocates for justice. Mui writes, “WLA
warmly welcomed us whenever we attended service.
WLA has a fantastic choir, praise band and pianist.”
She appreciates West LA UMC’s welcoming and
caring community.

Diana Iorlano
Diana is an attorney and
founded Iketani Law in El
Segundo, which focuses on
privacy and data security law
and
general
counsel
services. She received her
law degree from USC in 1997 and her undergraduate
degree from UCSD. She grew up in Covina, CA and
was a member at Sage Granada Park UMC in
Alhambra. Diana and her husband, Tim, along with 9
year old son Declan (in 3 grade at WISH Charter in
Westchester) live in Playa Del Rey/Westchester. They
have two other children: 29 year old Brandon (a
student) and 28 year old Natalia (a chef) who both live
nearby. The family enjoys sports and dining out and
are season ticket holders for the LA Dodgers. In her
youth, Diana participated in Asian Camp and wants
her son to have a similar experience. Declan has
already participated for several years in WLAUMC’s
VBS and the Kizuna camps held at our church, and is
a Cub Scout in Pack 79 at the Venice Hongwanji
Temple in Culver City.
rd

Susie Koo
Susie is an Operations Manager for an import
company that specializes in women’s, men’s & kids
hosiery & slippers. (Her company has generously
donated socks to WLAUMC to sell at the Festival,
Holiday Boutique, and donate to low-income college
students and families.) Susie loves to knit and crochet,
and is an avid reader of mostly fiction; mysteries,
thrillers, crime, fantasy and guilty pleasure romance
novels. She also enjoys movies of the same genres,
along with action & adventure. Susie writes about
joining the church, “WLAUMC has an excellent choir
and praise band. My sister Mui, and I enjoy the music
immensely and the church is fortunate to have
Thomas as the pianist-organist. We also like that the
English service is in the morning and the church is
geographically close to us.”

Give via your Smartphone
We appreciate that more and more members are
giving their pledge and offerings through their
smartphones by using Vanco's "Give+" app. Through
the app, you can make one-time or recurring
donations using your debit or credit card, or
withdrawing from your checking or savings
account. Download the FREE app by searching your
phone's app store for "GivePlus Church."
Your pledge and offerings assist the church staff
and leaders make wise decisions on behalf of the
church’s finances. Thank you!
Gregg Omori
The Finance Committee

Japanese Ministry
「お祝いの感謝」
まだまだイースターの喜びが続く今日である。復活祭当日、兄弟姉妹に教会駐車場で車窓越しに会えた
事を感謝したいと思う。皆で分かち合う焼き鳥弁当は美味しかった！
そして、5月2日は子どもの日の祝福袋が準備される。
「それから、イエスは一緒に下って行き、ナザレに帰り、両親に仕えておくらしになった。母はこれら
のことをすべて心に納めていた。 イエスは知恵が増し、背丈も伸び、神と人とに愛された。」（ルカ
2:51－52）
「イエス様のように、両親を助けて生活し、知恵が増し、体もすくすくと成長しますように。そして、
神様と人に愛される子どもになりますように。」と主の祝福を祈りたいと思う。
また、5月9日は母の日のギフトが準備される。母マリヤは全てのことを心に納め、イエス様を育てられ
た。多くのことを気にかけて育ててくれるお母さんに感謝したいと思う。
5月23日にペンテコステの日をお祝いする。聖霊の神様が下り、イエス様を信じる人に力が注がれる特
別な日である。私たちも、聖霊の力を新たに受け、日々の歩みをしっかりと信仰に根差したいと思う。
5月はお祝いが続く。さあ、心尽くして主に感謝しよう！

We are continuing the Easter celebration. Especially, we thank the Lord for Kodomo-no-hi and Mother’s
Day. On May 2, “Shukufuku bukuro” (Blessing Bag) will be prepared for Kodomo. And on May 9, Gift box
will be prepared for Haha-no-hi.
“Then he (Jesus) went down with them (his parents) and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.
His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in
divine and human favor.”(Luke 2:51-52)
The prayer goes to all children to grow up in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men, just like
Jesus. Also, we pray and thank God for mothers who care so much for us. God provided Mary, the mother,
to raise Jesus & to take care of him.
On May 23, we will celebrate the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came down and strengthened all
believers. Because of His presence with us, we are strong. The Spirit of God, lift us up! Fill us again with
Your Love! Amen.
5月1日（土）弁当
コロナ問題で外出自粛が続きます。教会では子どもの日と母の日を覚えてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を
届けます。ご希望の方は教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。
Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery On May 1(Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering Kodomo-no-hi & Haha-no-hi
bento. If you are interested in receiving bento, please contact the Church office.
メニュー：カレー、饅頭、フルーツ
Menu: Beef Curry, Manju, Fruits
特別感謝：饅頭と漬物を準備して下さったロイス立石姉
Special thanks: Ms. Lois Tateishi for Manju & Takuan

Asking Questions
Where would we be without questions?
I am reminded of the wonder of questions every Sunday morning during Kids Creation Bible Study when
the children ask about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Our responses may not always satisfy them, but the
goal is to encourage their curiosity and dialogue and for our children to know that we are listening and
sometimes wondering right alongside them.
I don’t believe that I would be in seminary if my daughters hadn’t asked me questions about God that I
had no idea how to answer. I prayed and read books, I asked questions of our pastors, then ventured into
Lay Ministry courses, and am now a graduate student at the Claremont School of Theology – but now
seeking wisdom more so than answers.
While I have greater knowledge now, I discovered that I was really yearning for assurance that God is
love and mystery. We all have permission to relax into the ineffable, to ponder and keep asking questions,
including the ultimate one whether we are five or ninety-five years old: “God, what are you calling forth in
me and how may I serve?”
The disciples and others asked Jesus many questions, and he asked them questions too. It’s how he
taught and it’s how we learn and grow. What questions do you have?
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
Lay Leader

You can also view this newsletter online at
www.wlaumc.com.
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