Easter 2021
Dear Friends,
Despite the difficulties of the past year, we are witnessing new life breaking forth.
The cherry trees in front of the church have begun to bloom. The tiny flowers are barely visible amid the tangle of bare branches. But each day a few more appear.
The azalea plant behind the donor marker next to the social hall has blossomed. For
most of the year, it was just a bush with green leaves. Now it is covered with pink flowers like a
colorful quilt.
As of this writing, 22% of the American population has received at least one dose of the
coronavirus vaccine. The figure is a little higher in West LA. Most of the older members of our
congregation have been vaccinated. The vaccine rollout is proceeding slowly but steadily.
The county has moved from the strictest purple tier to the more lenient red tier. This
means schools, restaurants, museums, movie theaters and gyms may now open indoors in a
limited way. Last weekend in Little Tokyo, I noticed that First Street was crowded with diners
eating at tables under outdoor canopies. Now they are able to move indoors.
There is more traffic on the freeways. Up until a few months ago, you could go from
West LA to downtown in less than 20 minutes at any time of the day. Now you can expect a
slow down during the rush hour, as in the days before the pandemic. More people are out and
about.
On the day Jesus was crucified, darkness came across the whole land and lasted from
about noon until three in the afternoon. He was taken down from the cross, wrapped in a linen
shroud, and placed in a tomb, where he remained for three days. To his followers, the three
days must have felt like three years. But on the third day, he appeared to his followers, who
proclaimed he had risen from the dead. It led the apostle Paul to taunt, “Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”
Easter is the day we praise the God who brings life from death, light from darkness, and
hope from despair.
With hope,

Rev. Gary Oba
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Three Simple Rules

Sunday Worship Services

As members of The United Methodist Church, we continue to look to
our denomination’s founder, John Wesley, for wisdom and insight on being
a disciple of Jesus. Wesley had a transformational experience on May 24,
1738, in which he described his “heart strangely warmed.” In that moment,
he felt assured of his trust in Jesus’ saving and forgiving grace. Being
touched by the God’s Holy Spirit, Wesley went forth to passionately preach,
teach, and write about how to live a grace-filled life.
Wesley described three simple rules to guide our Christian lives:
1. Do No Harm 2. Do Good 3. Stay in Love With God
The first rule of “Do no harm” seems straightforward enough.
Regrettably, though, oftentimes anger, bitterness, greed, and even sorrow,
can cause us to lash out in words or actions that harm others. Sometimes
the harm is felt by the recipient or community for a lifetime. Our task is to
develop the spiritual practice of pausing, reflecting, and holding ourselves
accountable for not causing intentional or unintentional harm to others.
To “Do good” seems obvious. There is no limit to the amount of
goodness that we can bring into the world. Looking around, there are
always people who need assistance, from the simplest “hello” to raise some
cheer, to feeding and housing those in the greatest need. The challenge that
Jesus raises to his followers is to do good, not just to our loved ones, but to
our enemies as well. For many of us, this requires prayer, patience, and
practice. Doing good is a proactive way of living requiring helping, standing
up to injustice, and caring for others without being asked to do so.
To “Stay in Love With God” is the practice of maintaining a relationship
with God that is faithful, active, and growing. Wesley commends everyone
to participate in worship, the Lord’s Supper, prayer, Bible study, and fasting.
It is through these spiritual practices, in addition to serving others, that we
become in tune with God’s presence and purpose in our lives. Jesus often
paused in the midst of his ministry to take time to commune with God. We,
too, must spend time with God and listen for God’s direction.
These are just “Three Simple Rules,” yet ones that can transform our
lives into the hands and feet of Christ in this world.
In prayer and practice with you,

Rev. Janet
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Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our Choir members who faithfully record at home so that we can enjoy inspiring choral music.
Our church’s youth and volunteers as they work on an Easter outreach project.
The blessings of friendship that provide comfort, support, and much-needed laughter.
The glories of springtime colors in bloom.
Persons who are receiving the vaccine and those who are administering it.
Doctors, nurses, and all of the front-line workers who are working so hard to assist us and others.

We pray for those seeking healing, comfort and support:
•
•
•
•
•
•

High School Seniors who are awaiting college acceptance notices.
Strength for persons caring for loved ones with dementia and Alzheimer’s.
Teachers, staff, and students as preparations are made to return to in-class learning.
Health and safety for all of our church members, families and friends.
The end of white supremacy and anti-Asian violence. We pray for safety for all people.
Our nation as we seek to find common ground and ways to work together for the benefit of all people
and communities.

Prayer Requests:
Please contact the Church Office for a full list of Prayer Requests: 310-479-1379.
Many persons are describing their deep loneliness as the pandemic moves into its second year.
Please reach out to others with cards and calls to break the sense of isolation.

Easter Joy!
He is Risen!
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English Worship
Services in April
Please go to www.wlaumc.com
to view the worship services.
April 2 Good Friday
The final week of Jesus’ life as
told through scripture readings
and music.
April 4 Easter Sunday
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Luke 24:1-12
Empty tomb, women bring the
message to others.
April 11
A special Worship Service led
by Cal-Pac Annual Conference
leadership.
April 18
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60
Controversy in the early
church; some set aside for
service. Stephen forgives and is
martyred.
April 25
Acts 8:26-39
Ethiopian reads the Scriptures,
comes to believe and be
baptized by Philip.

A Prayer for Each Day
Loving God, come and make your
home in my heart this day. Dwell
within me all day long and save me
from error or foolish ways. Teach me
to do no harm, to do good, and assist
me so that I may remain in loving
relationship with you and my
neighbor. Help me today to be an
answer to another’s prayer so that I
may be one of your signs of hope in
the world you love. Amen.

Ohana: Families with Young Children
Saturday, April 10, 9:30 AM, on Zoom
During our Ohana Zoom Gatherings, everyone loves to share about
their daily lives as parents, citizens and friends. During our April gettogether we will focus on the “Social and Emotional Growth” of our
children. We will share our reflections on our lives during our Lenten
Journey together and the meaning of Easter in our lives.
As we continue to gather through our Zoom Meetings, we celebrate
“Growing More Christlike Together,” and the value of our church
community of faith. Throughout the Covid-19 year, this time together
has had much meaning, as we collectively care for each other and share
our individual stories. Hope to see you on Saturday morning, April 10!
Jane Shimotsu

United Methodist Living Into The Future Foundation
For over six years, I have served on the United Methodist Living Into
The Future Foundation (LITFF) Board of Directors whose mission as a
501(C)3 public social service organization is to provide resources for
programs and individuals in the development and nurture of leaders
and community services which promote the well-being of people so
that all may experience God’s life-giving love.
Just a few of the programs supported by our UM-LITFF resources
and grants include West District Loaves and Fishes supporting food
pantries providing bagged groceries and hot meals in areas across the
Los Angeles, Long Beach and Northern Orange County areas. Recently,
over 22 feeding programs were provided grants to feed thousands of
our brothers and sisters experiencing food insecurity.
Funds were also given for Camperships to provide camping and
retreat experiences for children and youth who cannot afford the cost
to attend camps; Summer Enrichment Programs for Youth for
mentoring, reading, tutoring, field trips, music, arts and crafts, and
developing life skills for children and youth; South LA Community Peace
Center (SOLA) to help children make a difference through peacemaking,
leadership, learning sustainability, and environmental awareness;
Center for Restorative Justice/Get On The Bus Program offering
services to children and families with incarcerated parents; Strength
For The Journey camp for individuals living with AIDS or HIV; Wesley
Foundation Serving UCLA providing vital ongoing support for college
students.
This just a partial list of the important work we do. Our Board’s
work is energized and sustained by pastors and members from several
of our 13 West District Mission Areas.
If you have any questions or would like to support the work of LITFF,
please call or write me. I’d be happy to talk to you about this
Foundation which actively embraces and spreads the Good News of
Jesus Christ!
Stan Shimotsu
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Japanese Ministry
「主の復活をお祝い」
去年、3月8日を最後に教会はコロナ問題で閉鎖。3月15日よりオンライン礼拝に変わった。この原稿を書いている
現在、「ちょうど礼拝で皆と会えなくなり1年たったなあ」と思っている次第である。しかし、教会閉鎖中でもミ
ニストリーは続いている。毎週のオンライン礼拝と特別賛美。毎週木曜日のズーム・バイブルスタディ。毎月第
一土曜日のシニア弁当。そして、3月2日は、ガールズデーのお祝いで、子どもプログラムの女子にお花を届ける
ことができた。主に女の子たちの健康と成長を祈り感謝する日であった。
受難週から復活祭は忙しくなる。4月1日（木）午後7時半よりズーム聖餐式。各自、家でパンとぶどう酒を準備し
て分かち合う。4月2日（金）受難礼拝がアップされる。2時半に参加し、イエス様が亡くなった3時に礼拝を終
え、静かな祈りの時が持っていただければ感謝である。主は私たちの罪のために死なれたことを覚えたい。そし
て、4月3日（土）はシニア・イースター弁当が配られる。4月4日（日）は復活祭礼拝。午後2時半より、日語イー
スターお祝い弁当が準備される。教会駐車場で、車の窓越し受け取りができるので、ご希望の方はマン姉までサ
インアップをしていただきたいと思う。新しい命を与えられたことを覚え卵メニューが中心である。主の復活を
感謝しお祝いしよう！

It has been one year, since we moved onto the Youtube worship service. However, nichigo is still active in sharing
God’s love and praising God together. On March 2, we delivered flowers to Kodomo program girls, to celebrate Girls’
Day. We pray and thank the Lord for nurturing/protecting our girls.
During the Holy week, we will remember Jesus’ last days. On April 1, we have a zoom communion. On April 2, we will
stream Nichigo Good Friday service. If you could watch the Good Friday service at 2:30pm, and finish the service at
3pm when Jesus died on the cross, then you could follow & conclude with the personal silent prayer time. Remember,
Jesus died for us.
On April 3, Café Aloha senior ministry will celebrate Easter by delivering Easter bento. On April 4, we will worship and
praise God, via Nichigo Easter worship at 11:00 am online. And at 2:30pm, Nichigo will prepare Easter celebration
bento. (sign-up is necessary with Rieko Mann). The menu is, of course, Tamago! Thank you Jesus! We have a new life
in Christ, abundant and free!
4月3日（土）イースター弁当
コロナ問題で外出自粛が続きます。教会では復活祭を覚えてシニアのメンバーにお弁当を届けます。ご希望の方
は教会オフィスまでご連絡ください。

Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento delivery On April 3(Saturday)
Café Aloha ministry would like to reach out to seniors 70 and older by delivering Easter bento. If you are interested in
receiving bento, please contact Church office.
メニュー：サンドイッチ、スープ、菓子、フルーツ

Menu: Sandwich, Soup, Kashi, Fruits.
特別感謝：うどんとナルトを提供して下さった久保田葬儀社代表鈴木ニナ姉
お赤飯を準備して下さった菊田姉

Special thanks: Ms. Nina Suzuki, Kubota Mortuary, for Udon & Naruto, Mrs. Kikuta for Sekihan.

Give via your Smartphone

For a full list of Special Offerings and Memorial Offerings, please contact the
Church Office at 310-479-1379.

It is easy to give your pledge and offerings through
your smartphone by using Vanco's "Give+" app. Through
the app, you can make one-time or recurring donations
using your debit or credit card, or withdrawing from your
checking or savings account. Download the FREE app by
searching your phone's app store for "GivePlus Church."
Your pledge assists the church staff and leaders make
wise decisions on behalf of the church’s finances. Thank
you!
Gregg Omori
The Finance Committee

5

A walk through Holy Week
This is the most solemn and glorious week of Jesus’ life.

March 28
Jesus enters Jerusalem to an awaiting crowd of
followers and admirers. As they wave their palm
branches and cry out “Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord,” they anticipate Jesus
overthrowing Roman rule. Luke 19:28-47.

April 2
Jesus is placed on trial before Pilate and Herod, and
crucified on a cross. His body is placed in a tomb with
a large stone rolled in front. Luke 23:1-56.

April 1
Having preached and taught in the city, Jesus joins
his closest followers for a final meal before going to
pray in the Mount of Olives. Judas betrays Jesus into
the hands of the authorities and Peter denies
knowing Jesus. Luke 22:1-53.

April 4
The women go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body.
Instead they discover that Christ is Risen! Praise God!
Halleluiah! Happy Easter! Luke 24:1-12.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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