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How We Will Know When to Reopen
Recently President Trump ordered the nation’s governors to
immediately reopen churches and other places of worship. He said that
churches, synagogues, and mosques were "essential places that provide
essential services." He warned that he would override state leaders if they
refused to follow his directive.
A few days before his pronouncement, 1200 pastors in California
signed a “Declaration of Essentiality for Churches.” It declared their intent
to resume corporate worship by Pentecost Sunday, May 31. The petition
asserted that state and local regulations have impinged on the First
Amendment right to the free exercise of religion.
While I too am longing for the day when we can regather as a faith
community, it would be reckless and irresponsible to do this anytime soon.
The simple fact is that the coronavirus spreads where people gather.
Churches are not immune to it. Infection rates decline when people
distance themselves safely from each other. Until a vaccine or treatments
are found, it is not safe to reconvene as a church, particularly for our
elderly and those with health conditions. The well-being of others should
be our primary concern.
It should not bother us if governing bodies deem us as essential or
not. Our worth comes from our Creator who declares us as good. And our
concern is not with the First Amendment to the Constitution but with the
First Commandment of the Bible, which is to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. (Mark 12:29-31)
When it comes to deciding when we will re-gather as a faith
community, we will proceed with great caution and care. We will listen to
state and local authorities and follow public health guidelines. We will
heed the direction of our bishop. And we will discuss and weigh these
matters in our Administrative Council.
Fareed Zakaria recently said, “Religious communities have at their
core the affirmation of life, protection of the vulnerable, and healing of the
sick. All of that suggests doing what you can to keep you and the
community safe and healthy.” It is these core values that will guide us as
we decide when to reopen.
Health and peace,

Rev. Gary
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
For a list of joys and concerns raised by our congregation,
please contact the Church Office.
If you would like to be added or removed from the Prayer List,
please contact the church office.
Let us pray for you. Send your prayers to one of the pastors,
so that we may pray for you.

Grab & Go Meals
The Los Angeles Unified School District is
providing 450,000 free "Grab & Go" meals a
day to children and adults. Anyone in need can
come to one of 63 schools and distribution
centers for prepackaged meals, without
showing ID or disclosing their immigration
status. Meals are distributed from 7:00am to
10:00am Monday through Friday. The closest
distribution center to the church is at Daniel
Webster Middle School, 11330 Graham Pl, Los
Angeles. An interactive map shows other LA
locations.
Please share this information with anyone
who may be in need of food. In addition,
please contact the church if you or those you
know need help with grocery shopping.
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Online Giving
Thank you to all of our church members
and friends who have begun offering their
gifts through Vanco Online Giving. The link is
found on the church website.
Your online giving provides a steady source
of support for the church’s many ministries
during this unprecedented time for our
church and global community.

Thank you!

English Worship
Services in June
Please go to the church’s
website to view the online
worship services during the
upcoming weeks.
June 7
Trinity Sunday
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Trinitarian benediction: The
God of peace invites us to live
in peace with one another.
June 14
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Romans 3:9-20
The universal need for
salvation.
June 21
Happy Father’s Day!
Rev. Dr. Richard Kuyama
preaching. WLAUMC’s pastor
emeritus.
June 28
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Romans 3:21-31
God’s righteousness through
faith.

Worship Committee Update
The Worship and Music Committee has been very busy preparing our
weekly online Worship Services. We have a Worship team working every
week to plan and record a worship service in time to be viewed online
each Sunday morning. The Worship Services are planned by our pastors
with the hymns selected by Ashley Ramsey, our Music Director.
Rev. Gary’s sermons have been so inspiring and important to help us
understand the scripture lesson. We may not be able to worship in
person but I enjoy being able to listen to his sermons and the Worship
Services over again.
People have asked how the team can record the music and readings
while keeping our distance. Thomas does the audio/video recording on
two or three separate days. We have a schedule with a designated time
so that each worship leader can speak/sing while maintaining the
appropriate physical distance with only Thomas as the technician.
You may have wondered how we were able to have multiple voices
on the Easter Worship Service hymns. Thomas played and recorded a
piano track at his home and then later Lova came in to record her vocal
track. Ashley recorded the alto track and then later I came in to record
the tenor track. Thomas was able to layer the tracks so it sounds like we
are all singing together. This week I used the same method to sing the
soprano, alto, tenor and, yes, bass part on the hymn “God is So Good”.
This is our version of a virtual choir.
Thomas has done an amazing job with recording, editing, and posting
our online Worship Services. We have had many "views" over the last
two months, with one English Worship Services having over 500 views!
The worship team is constantly working to improve our online
presence with thoughtful and inspiring Worship Services. We appreciate
the church’s Trustees for making sure we have the necessary equipment
to support this important outreach ministry.
Please view our Worship Services every week and subscribe to our
channel on YouTube, “West LA UMC”.
Pamela Sase-Ryder, Worship Chair

We Are A Proud Congregation at West LA UMC!
The month of June or “pride month” commemorates a celebration of diversity and the
inclusion of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT+) people as equal members of
society. At West LA UMC, we welcome and celebrate people of every gender identify, race,
sexual orientation, ethnicity, class, ability and age.
Our congregation has a proud history as people of faith advocating that all people are
treated equally and with respect. There is still much to do so that all LGBT+ persons who seek to fully participate
in church life and ministry throughout the world are welcomed.
Traditional West LA UMC participation in events to support diversity and inclusion will be reimagined in 2020
given the need to social distance and stay healthy.
Our Reconciling Ministry will continue to focus on how we can build our community of disciples welcoming
all of God’s children. We are a proud congregation! We are West LA UMC!
Guy Cheney, Reconciling Ministries Co-Chair
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Celebrating Our Graduates
Congratulations to our church’s 2020 Graduates!
Natalie Misao Brush graduated from
Culver City High School, where she
enjoyed government, psychology and
ceramics classes. All four years, she
participated on the girls volleyball
team, La Ballona Creek Renaissance
(environmental cleanup club), and
Best Buddies as Secretary and Vice
President. She was very active during her Senior year
on the Varsity Girls Volleyball Team. As Co-chair for
the Dig Pink Breast Cancer Awareness, she helped
raise over $5,000 for The Side-Out Foundation for
Stage 4 Breast Cancer Research. Natalie will be
attending Santa Monica Community College in the
two-year transfer program to prepare for a four-year
college track.
Kaela Lavin graduated from Los
Angeles Center for Enriched Studies
(LACES), where her favorite subjects
were History and English.
Her
school activities included Student
Body Vice President, Varsity Tennis
Captain, and “Reach Out, Give Back”
Volunteer Club Founder and
President. Kaela will be attending
UCLA in the area of Social Science.
Ally Yamashita graduated from
Venice High School, where her
favorite subject was biology. Her
school activities included running for
the Venice High Cross Country and
Track teams and participating in Girl
Scouts, J-league basketball, piano,
and the Venice High Red Cross Club.
Ally will be attending UCLA for Pre-Psychobiology
with a minor in Applied Developmental Psychology.
Alex Lui graduated from Venice
High School. While at Venice, Alex
enjoyed participating in M.E.S.A.
club, playing in marching/concert
band, and playing flute for our
church’s worship services. He will
be attending California State
University Long Beach to major in
Music Performance.
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Emily Lui graduated from the
University of California, Berkeley
with a BA in Economics, and minors
in Global Poverty & Practice and
Theater & Performance Studies. In
late July, she will begin working at
AIG as part of their Rotational
Analyst Program in the Individual
Retirement division.
Andrew Sloan graduated from
UCLA with a degree in Materials
Science Engineering. He is still
contemplating his future plans.

Makito
Takahashi
graduated
from
Humboldt State University with an
English major with a concentration
in writing. During college, he was
active in the Marching Lumberjacks
Marching Band. His future plans
include writing and publishing as
many stories as possible while
working.
Rachel Floyd graduated from the
Institute of Culinary Education with
diplomas in Pastry & Baking Arts
and Culinary Management. Her
favorite parts of the program were
the camaraderie of her classmates
and baking every day! Rachel is
currently working in pastry at Milk
Bar and looks forward to baking again for friends at
church, especially custom cookies and cakes. She also
hopes to complete her degree in Mathematics.

Ohana Connections
The vision of Ohana has never changed since 2004.
“It takes a village to raise a child” is an African proverb
that means that an entire community of people must
interact with children for those children to experience
and grow in a safe and healthy environment. With the
Covid-19 pandemic, we need each other more than
ever before. We need to continue to love and support
each other.
Although isolated for our health and safety, we can
continue to be connected by Zoom, FaceTime, phone
calls, texts and emails. It will enable us to continue to
communicate, connect, and to share our love of God,
our church, and each other.
The young families group began, with the idea of
connecting people to God, to each other, and to the
world. Realizing that parents and children often grow
more in intergenerational environments, the group
promoted intergenerational connections with older
members who have both skills and wisdom from their
life experiences.
From the Hawaiian word for family, Ohana was
formed to be a closely-knit small group connected and
built upon a strong spiritual foundation of our church’s
mission and vision. The goal from the outset was to
form an intimate, interpersonal, intergenerational
covenant group that fostered spiritual growth and
development with Biblical roots. From its inception, as
the years passed, families have thrived and parents
and children now grown to young adulthood, and have
taken on leadership roles in the Church and the
community. With the Grace of God, a new generation
of Ohana families, Ohana 2.0 was formed and now
again participate in activities that promote strong
relationships and spiritual growth within the families,
the group, and the church. Again, the goals and
dreams have never changed.
We look forward to an Ohana 2.0 Zoom Gathering
on June 13 at 10:00 am. Details to follow.
Let’s stay connected! Please RSVP to Jane
Shimotsu by June 5. Thank you.

Masks for Toddlers and Children
Thanks to one of our members, the church has
toddler and child-size cloth masks to distribute to
families. Please contact Rev. Janet at the church to
either pick them up or have them mailed to you.

Good News
from Habitat for
Humanity
Dear Westside Coalition,
On behalf of my
family please accept our
most sincere and
heartfelt thanks to you
for being such incredible supporters of Habitat for
Humanity LA and the appropriately named (but
please, never again), Patience House. Your dedication
to attend meetings, coordinate fundraisers, and rally
your congregations has gotten my family to where
we are today. . . in our forever home!
Here is a picture a week before we got the keys
when all four of my boys were there to help me
measure rooms (including my oldest who is married
and won't be living with us).
I can't wait to be able to celebrate with you!
God bless you!!!
Kaoru, Kendall, Trent & Mason Mulvihill

Missions Committee Update
During the current pandemic, the Missions
Committee is exploring possible new projects. We
are currently exploring a new Ca-Pac Conference
project of providing welcome bags for the Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority. As previously
reported, Missions donated $1000 from the Souper
Bowl Sunday project to the 580 Cafe.
As a follow up to our long-standing association
with Habitat For Humanity LA, the project on Globe
Avenue in Culver City is now ready for 6 families to
move in, including the Mulvahey family who is
moving into Patience House, which was funded by
our Westside Coalition of Churches. Due to social
distancing yet to help celebrate the move in, the
coalition is planning a caravan. If you helped out and
may be interested in joining in the caravan on May
30 at 1:00 PM, please contact Bob Bailey.
Blessings,
Ken Ho, Missions Co-Chair
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Japanese Ministry
「オンライン礼拝とズームバイブルスタディ」
集会自粛になり、もう3か月になろうとしています。兄弟姉妹と顔を合わせ、一緒に礼拝を
し、主の御名を賛美し、祈り願い、笑い悩み、お茶を飲んだ事を日々思い出します。６月もオ
ンライン礼拝とズーム（コンピューターと電話）バイブルスタディを続けて行きます。シニア
の兄弟姉妹には、２週間ごとに簡単なお弁当が届けられています。奉仕してくださる兄弟姉妹
に感謝です。ガールスカウトCookieを献品してくださったAokiFamilyにも感謝です。
今、勉強中のルツ記より、学ぶことが多いこの頃です。不運な姑ナオミを見捨てない異邦人の
嫁ルツは、一緒に苦労しながら姑を助け乗り越え、イスラエルに永遠に輝く家系を起こす女性
になります。神様は、ルツに溢れる恵みと祝福で答えてくださいました。主の守りの翼の下に
いたいというルツの決断は、苦しい生活の中でもなぜか、親切な人を送ってくださる（！）主
に守られる不思議を経験するのです。
主の守りを祈り願い６月を迎えましょう。
平田
Minasan, it has been almost three months since we all met to worship together. As we continue Online worship
service and Zoom Bible study every week, we continue to reach out our seniors 70 and older by Café Aloha Senior Lunch Bento Delivery. We thank the Lord for all the helpers who visit with “Genki?”aisatsu(greetings) with
Bento. Also, we thank Aoki family for donating oishii cookies. If you are interested in receiving Bento, please contact Pastor Becky Hirata or church office.
May 30: Ochazuke(Shake, Nori, Mitsuba with dashi), Kashi, Fruits
June 13 Menu: Soboro-gohan, Miso-soup, Kashi, Fruits.
June 27 Menu: Coroqutte gohan, Nori, tsukemono, Kashi, Fruits.

5月30日メニュー：鮭茶漬、菓子、フルーツ
6月13日メニュー：そぼろご飯、味噌汁、菓子、フルーツ
6月27日メニュー：コロッケご飯、味噌汁、菓子、フルーツ

Updates on Asian Cultural Festival,
Church Picnic, and Camp Colby
Dear Friends,
The health and safety of our congregation and
community is of primary importance during the
Global COVID 19 Pandemic and therefore the
celebration of our Annual Asian Cultural Festival
will be cancelled.
Also, our Annual All Church picnic scheduled
for July is cancelled. The Camp Colby All Church
Retreat planned for this October will be postponed
to 2021.
With prayers for God’s healing grace,
Stan Shimotsu
Administrative Council Chair
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Spiritual Growth for Children and Youth
During this time of being apart, the church
continues to offer opportunities for children and youth
to grow in faith and friendship.
Kathy Orebaugh and Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka lead a
weekly Sunday morning gathering for children Age 3 Grade 3, which includes story time, a craft project, and
a chance for children to say hello to their friends.
Sharon Kinoshita-Gill and Rev. Janet lead a weekly
Sunday afternoon gathering for students in Grades 4-9,
which includes time for check-in, conversation, Q&A on
a variety of topics, and a closing prayer.
Wayne Nomi and Dave Cook text older youth each
week with a brief lesson or thoughts for discussion.
Please contact Rev. Janet at the church if your
children or youth want to join these weekly gatherings!

Christlike Reaching Out
Our congregation is blessed with both life-long friendship and brand new connections — all of
which are so important during this time of Safer At Home. It is heartening to hear that members and
friends are phoning each other, jumping on Zoom calls, and texting each other regularly. “No contact
drop-offs” of meals, dessert, flowers, and books, have become popular. Others are keeping in the
Post Office in business by sending thoughtful cards, birthday greetings, and letters to children.
Truly, this mutual caring and connecting fulfills one of our church’s primary goals —
developing dynamic relationships. In addition, these many actions demonstrate
Christian discipleship. Just as Jesus reached out to others in love and compassion, we,
too, can extend greetings and assistance to those we know and those whom we would
like to get to know better.
As you extend kindness to others, please continue offering prayers for persons on the Prayer List
in this Newsletter and by subscribing to wlaumcprayer by sending an email request to
wlaumcprayer-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Although we may be apart, we can continue to Grow More Christlike Together.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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