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Sunday Worship Services

Hear the Good News
This year, in worship, many of the scripture readings will be from the
Gospel of Mark.
For Mark, “gospel” is a favorite word. The first sentence of his book
is, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The
word gospel means “good tidings,” or “good news.”
It is noteworthy how Mark passes over “bad news,” especially
compared to Matthew and Luke. Matthew spends time describing
Herod’s massacre of infants and the holy family’s fleeing to Egypt, and
Luke details Satan’s temptations of Jesus and the arrest of John the
Baptist. Mark, however, goes straight to the “good news,” such as God’s
affirmation of Jesus at his baptism and his proclamation that “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.”
This is not to say that Mark was oblivious to the bad news of Jesus’
day. Later in his book he goes into great detail about the murder of John
the Baptist and the events leading to the crucifixion of Jesus. His
overwhelming tone, however, is one of good news.
For Mark, Jesus was the sign of God’s nearness to us. In spite of
contrary evidence, God’s reign is breaking into our time, healing what
was broken, making clean what was unclean, and filling what was empty.
The makeover (or transformation, as we say in the church) is not
complete, but is taking place as surely as the sun rises in the east.

Like Mark, let us proclaim the gospel of God’s reign. We are fully
aware of the bad news of our time. But we also see prayers answered,
the broken healed, the hungry fed, and the lost found. And we strive to
be signs of this good news.
God’s reign is breaking into our time and, for us, this is all that
matters.
Grace and peace,
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
• David and Emily Cook who coordinated the Thanksgiving meal preparation for low income families
•
•
•
•
•
•

on November 27, and the volunteers who delivered food baskets on Thanksgiving morning.
A glorious Advent and Christmas season at the church.
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka for leading the Advent Study and Blue Christmas gatherings.
Worship leaders who volunteer throughout the year.
Our Choir, Praise Band, and Bell Choir’s gift of music throughout the year.
The Altar Guild’s preparation of the sanctuary each week.
The Newsletter Crew for their monthly assembly of our church newsletter.

Prayer Requests:
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to receive a full list of
prayer concerns.

Recycling at Church
The City of Los Angeles launched recycLA, a waste
recycling program that now serves the church. The program
aims to increase recycling in the City and divert 90% of waste
going into landfills.
At church, you can help by placing only clean
recyclable items in the BLUE BINS. This includes plastic
bottles and caps, food cans after being rinsed, steel and
aluminum, paper, glass jars, and empty soap containers.
Remove tape before placing flattened boxes or papers
in the recycle bins.
Please do not put anything that is contaminated with
grease, food, or liquids. Laminated and metallic wrapping
paper can not be recycled and should be trashed. Similarly
candy wrappers can’t be recycled.
Thanks for doing your part to preserve God’s earth.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in January
Bring your family and friends to
worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
January 5
One Worship at 10:30 AM
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.
Celebrating the New Year
January 12
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Mark 2:1-22
Jesus Heals and Teaches:
loosening the causes of
paralysis.
January 19
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Mark 4:1-20
Parable of the Sower: trust that
produces incredible results.
January 26
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Mark 5:1-20
Jesus and the Gerasene
Demoniac: Jesus addressed
multiple demons, not just one.

All Church Potluck Lunch
Sunday, January 5, 11:45 AM, Social Hall
Everyone is welcome at the All Church Potluck Lunch on January
5, following the one worship service at 10:30 AM. Celebrate the New
Year with your church friends as we gather around the table for
lunch. If possible, please bring a main dish, salad, side dish or dessert
to the Potluck Lunch.

Creation Bible Study
Sunday, January 5, 2:00 PM, Kathy Orebaugh’s residence
Biblical Story Telling brings scriptures to life! At the January CBS
gathering, Kathy will share story telling techniques that she has
learned from a class she has taken.
Participants are invited to bring a Bible story that can be told to
others. Everyone will have a chance to learn new skills. No worries,
no one will be obligated to tell their story aloud.
Please RSVP to Kathy so that preparations can be made.

Trekker Overnight Retreat
Sunday—Monday, January 19-20
Students in Grades 4-9 are invited to the overnight Retreat,
beginning Sunday at 1:00 PM and concluding on Monday at 11:30
AM. The event includes at trip to the Getty Museum, cooking dinner
at the parsonage, watching “Coco”, evening campfire, and lots of
interesting art projects and discussions.
Registrations are due asap, and no later than January 5. For
more information, contact Rev. Janet Cromwell, Sharon Kinoshita Gill
or Mike Dote.

Family Christmas Program
We give thanks for our talented children and
youth who presented “The Little Angels Christmas
Story” during worship on December 15. What a
blessing it is to hear the children describe Jesus’
birth through drama, songs and hymns! Many
thanks to Pamela Ryder, Ashley Ramsey, and Steve
Fujii for offering special music during worship, and to
all of the parents and leaders who supported and
helped with the program.
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Care for Creation: Why Reducing Wins
We all know that it’s important to reduce, reuse,
and recycle, but out of these three environmental
aids, why is reducing at the top of the podium? By
consuming less and buying less in the first place, we
can prevent pollution and consumption of Earth’s
natural resources that are needed to make these
products, as well as avoid the greenhouse gasses
that are produced from the manufacturing and then
recycling of these products when we’re finished
with them.
Beginning this month there will be tips in the
weekly bulletin that can help us to live a Zero Waste
lifestyle. Watch for them and more ideas in
upcoming Newsletters.
Jamie Thierman

Church Library
Open Sunday, January 12, 11:00-12:00 PM
The Library Committee welcomes you to check
out the many books, study guides, and children’s
books in the Church Library. The church owns a vast
collection of Japanese-American novels, biographies,
and resource materials.
The children’s section includes books written for
all ages, plus many family-fun videos.
Come and take a look on January 12.

It's Just a Cup
How often do you grab coffee in a disposable
paper cup? How often do you drink from an
individual plastic bottle of water? Many people
carry their personal water bottles and coffee cups,
everywhere they go.
Consider making a resolution to carry a reusable
water bottle and a reusable cup for coffee or hot
tea. In so doing, you can reduce the carbon/gas
used to produce and transport single use items.
Paper goods often come on a slow boat from China
and they are always transported in the U.S. by gas
guzzling trucks.
Let's all start bringing our own water bottles and
coffee/tea cups to church more often.
See you at coffee fellowship time… with your
coffee cup!
Pamela Ryder

Friday Night Movies are back!
“Friday Night Movies” features another year of thoughtful Japanese movies. Enjoy the collaborative
nature of Japan’s tradition, history and culture through both award-winning contemporary and rare classic
feature films. All films are free and open to church members and friends.
These free cinema series screenings are presented at West LA United Methodist Church, exclusively on the
last Friday of each month at 7:30 PM. Meet with friends and family. Make new friends. Parking is available in
the Church lot and on portions of Purdue and LaGrange Avenues. Introductions by Gregory and David Shikata.
Please come join us at the movies. Support Japanese cinema!

January’s Movie
“Nagasaki: Memories of My Son” “Haha to Kurasebe”
Friday, January 31, 7:30 PM
The first movie of the 2020 will be “Nagasaki:
Memories of My Son”/”Haha to Kurasebe”, Yoji Yamada’s
Japan Academy Award winner, and nominee for the 2017
Oscar’s Best Foreign Language Film. This film explores a
mother’s grief on the loss of her son during the bombing
of Nagasaki during World War II.
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United Methodist Women at WLAUMC
We are on a journey to fulfill the UMW
purpose – “to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ”.
The UMW women host a monthly scripture
study group. At our last UMW general meeting, we
heard a report from the women who went on a
UMW educational trip to Japan last Spring.
UMW women continue their mission work by
preparing and sending Layettes to Nome, Alaska
and donating food and supplies for college
students at the UCLA Wesley Foundation 580 Café.
UMW members also continue to support
programs within our own church. UMW women
coordinate the Easter Sunday refreshments, New
Member Reception, and prepare the food for Café
Aloha lunches.
This year the UMW looks forward to planning
another fantastic Holiday Boutique. The UMW
women will meet all year to create and coordinate
the sale of handcrafted items. The proceeds from
the Boutique will support mission projects and
charitable groups within and beyond our church.
If you are a woman interested in learning more
about the UMW at WLAUMC, please see Pamela
Ryder or Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka.

United Methodist Women Meeting
in the New Year
On Saturday, January 25, come to
the UMW “New Year” Meeting at 11:00
am in the Social Hall.
Pamela Ryder will give an overview
of the 2019 and 2020 years for the
UMW. Kathy Orebaugh will share insights on the
scripture story of Martha and Mary. The Boutique
Chair, Sonia Dixon, will invite people to join the
2020 Holiday Boutique planning committee. Jeri
Okamoto Tanaka will present information on
classes she will offer on “writing our story”.
All women are invited to attend this meeting.
We are planning a simple luncheon so, if you think
you can join us, please let your circle leader know.
If you are new to the UMW and would like
more information, please speak to Sonia Dixon,
Pamela Ryder, Sharon Kinoshita Gill or Jeri
Okamoto-Tanaka.

Ralph’s Community Rewards Update
Thank you for your continued support of our
church through the Ralph’s Community Rewards
program! These funds support the church’s social
justice projects. For the period between
September 1 to November 30, 2019, our 41
participating households, earned $239.72 for the
church.
If you are interested in joining the program,
register online at ralphs.com. When you register ,
please use our church’s new account number
QH086.

Women’s Retreat
March 21-22, 2020
Aldersgate Retreat Center
This year’s theme, “Imperfect Beauty: Kintsugi
for the Soul,” will explore finding beauty in the
midst of brokenness.
Kintsugi is a Japanese art form in which
breaks and repairs are treated as part of the
object's history. Broken ceramics are carefully
mended by artisans. The repairs are visible, yet
beautiful.
Women of all ages will enjoy a peaceful
environment to learn more, make friends, and
find God’s beauty within ourselves.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.
Registration begins this month.
All women are invited to participate. Contact
Rev. Janet Cromwell for more information.
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Nichigo Thanksgiving Potluck dinner
On Thursday, November 28, our Japanese
congregation hosted around 30 people at Thanksgiving
dinner, with five new guests.
We enjoyed two large roasted turkeys, an awesome
dinner and Bingo game. Special appreciation for:
Turkey donation — Mr. & Mrs. Iwamoto (2) and Youth
group (2*) -* These two were used for turkey soup on
Sunday, December 1.
Donation & gift — Ms. Chimie Hashimoto, Ms. Masuko
Ota, Mr. & Mrs. Shikata, Ms. Yasuko Takata, and Mr. Shaun
Toub.
Turkey Cooking team — Lisa Suzuki, Rick Suzuki, Naoto
Tashiro, Lois Tateishi, Toshio and Keiko Takahashi.
Gravy — Takako Nomi.
Ham — Sachiko Takahashi & Nick.
Table setting — Youth group.
Praise the Lord,
Keiko Takahashi (Nichigo)

Thanksgiving Eve Meal Preparation
Volunteers gather on November 27 to prepare complete Thanksgiving meals and food baskets for lowincome families. Dave and Emily Cook coordinate this annual event to support families during the holidays.

The Bell Choir played during worship on December 8.
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Volunteers decorated Christmas Trees for seniors.

Special Offerings

Memorial Offerings

Please contact the Church Office if you wish to
receive the full list of Special Offerings, Memorial
Offerings, and Thanksgiving Offerings.

Stewardship Report
General Budget

Thanksgiving
Offerings

Please contact the Church Office if you wish to
receive this information. This report is provided
to keep our congregation up-to-date on the
church’s financial stewardship throughout the
year.

Altar Flowers in December
In memory of Mitsuki “Mitzi” Kurashita
Halm and Kawasaki families
In memory of Jimmy & Fusae Mayeda, and
Rose, Jim & Sumi Tsurutani
Janice & Kenji Mayeda
In memory of Makoto and Kimiye
Mochizuki
Mochizuki family
In memory of Herbert Okamoto
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka and family
Christmas Poinsettias
From our dear congregation and friends
There are opportunities to donate flowers
for Sunday worship in the new year. You
may sign up in the Social Hall or contact
the Church Office at 310-479-1379 for
more information.
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JAPANESE MINISTRY
新年あけましておめでとうございます。今年もよろしくお願いします。
2020年、日本は東京オリンピックが開催される大きな摂目の年です。
「ねずみ年」なので、真面目にコツコツと働く人を覚えるのが特徴でしょう
か。倹約家で、不要なものにお金を使わない。ケチと思われるかもしれません
が、「火事の前にはねずみはいなくなる」などのことわざがあるほど、どんな
状況でも危機察知能力を生かす人生は助けになります。環境への適応能力が高
く、誰にでも合わせられるのが特徴。コミュニケーション能力があるので、周
りに人を惹きつけますが、不器用で本心である気持ちを打ち明けられない。
ちょっと可哀そう！
さて、今年はコツコツと何に打ち込むのか？毎日、聖書を読む時間や祈りに打
ち込むのはどうでしょうか。デボーションの一時をちょっと変えて、聖書を
ゆっくり読んだり、静まる時間をもったり。神様の事をもっと理解できるかも
しれません。
「どうか、わたしたちの主イエス・キリストの神、栄光の源である御父が、あ
なたがたに知恵と啓示との霊を与え、神を深く知ることができるようにし、心
の目を開いてくださるように。」（エペソ1:17-18）
主が私達に知恵と神様の啓示を与え、心の目を開かせ、神様をもっと深く知る
ことができるように祈りたいと思います。
Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu!
2020 is a year of “Nezumi”(mouse). This year, it reminds us to be faithful, diligent, hardworking, & frugal.
You might know “the mouse disappears before the fire.” It is helpful to have a crisis detection ability like
Nezumi!
So, for 2020, what are you going to be faithful and diligent about? How about daily devotion time, to meet
the Lord daily, even deeper than before? Read the Bible little slowly, pause to listen for God’s answers?
“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened.” (Ephesians 1:17-18) Try reading Ephesians! Romans! Old Testament! and see how great His
Word is.
Pray that the Holy Spirit give us wisdom and revelation daily to know Him deeper in
2020.
平田

日本語部カレンダー
1/4（土） 11:00シニアランチ
1/5（日）10:30日英合同新年礼拝
11:30ポットラック
1/12 （日）11:00日語礼拝
12:00賛美練習
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1/19 （日）11:00日語礼拝
12:00賛美練習
1/26（日）11:00日語礼拝、特別ゲ
スト：ジャズピアニストArk佐野
12:00軽食
12:30賛美練習
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Mon

Tues

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Women’s Bible Study
12:00 Altar Guild prep

26 Praise Band Music

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
1:00 Trekker’s Retreat start

19

2

1

10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

6:30 Kelton AA

6:30 Kelton AA

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

28

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

Office Closed
11:30 Trekker Retreat end

27

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

6:00 Bible Study

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

29

6:00 Bible Study
7:30 Trustee’s meeting

22

8:30 Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast at Marie
Callender's,

30
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Newsletter
Assembly
10:30 Tai Chi

23

10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

6:00 Bible Study
7:30 Finance meeting

16

15

6:00 Bible Study
7:00 Worship meeting

9

8

Office Closed

Happy New Year!

Thurs

Wed

21

20 Dr. Martin Luther
King , Jr. Day

9:30 English Worship
February Newsletter
11:00 Japanese Worship
articles are due today
11:00 Nichigo Sunday
School
11:00 Church Library open 6:30 Kelton AA
11:15 Altar Guild meeting
1:00 Ad Council Mtg
7:00 Choir Rehearsal

14

12

13

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

7

10:30 Joint Worship
10:45 Sunday School for
age 3 to Grade 3
11:45 All Church Potluck
2:00 Creation Bible Study 6:30 Kelton AA
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Please remember to turn in your 2020 Pledge Card
so the church can plan for the new year. Thank you!

5 Epiphany Sunday

Sun

J anu ar y 2 0 2 0

7:30 Japanese Film
Night

31

24

17

6:30 Readiness 360

10

3

Fri

9:00—3:00 UMW
Holiday Meeting

25

18

10:30 Ohana Gathering
for Families with
Young Children

11

11:00 Café Aloha Senior
Lunch & program
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Sat

Celebrate the New Year
Sunday, January 5
One Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Potluck Lunch at 11:45 AM
Everyone is invited to rejoice in God’s gift of a new year at one worship service in
English and Japanese on Sunday, January 5 at 10:30 AM.
As part of our church’s tradition, we will celebrate communion with mochi.
Following worship, please stay for the All Church Potluck Lunch in the Social Hall.
As you are able, please bring something to share.
Main dishes, salads, side dishes, and desserts are all welcome.
God bless you as we enter the new year of 2020!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2020
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