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“I See A New Church”

Sunday Worship Services

The following questions are posed by our District Superintendent to be
part of the All Church Charge Conference. Since not all members and friends
are able to attend this annual meeting on December 3 at 7:00 PM in the
Sanctuary, the responses and reflections are offered here.
What central mission and purpose is your church called to at this time?
West LA UMC is a thriving church that is "Growing More Christlike Together"
through worship, small groups, outreach, and social justice involvement. As
a Reconciling congregation, we cultivate a vibrant, healthy, inclusive,
affirming and intergenerational English and Nichigo community of faith that
graciously welcomes newcomers while supporting and engaging long-time
members.
What is the central need of your neighborhood and surrounding
community? A central need is to renew a sense of community and safety
amidst the traffic congestion, disruption, and intensity that now infuses this
neighborhood in transition. West LA UMC is in the Sawtelle Japantown
District, an historic neighborhood flavored by a Japanese American history
and trendy noodle shops, yet one that is undergoing dramatic change
through (over)development. Hundreds of high-rent units and new multimillion-dollar houses are being built, sandwiched between existing homes
occupied by residents who've lived in the neighborhood for decades.
The influx of new residents offers both a challenge and an opportunity for
West LA UMC. As it has done throughout its nearly 90-year history as a
consistent spiritual light and evolving center of community life and social
justice advocacy, West LA UMC will continue to provide a cultural and
spiritual home for both Sawtelle residents and commuters.
How can your church fulfill its purpose in “Making Disciples for the
Transformation of the World?” The longstanding credo of this church -beginning with the Issei/first generation -- has been kodomo no tame ni, "for
the sake of the children." West LA UMC continues to fulfill its purpose by
offering and expanding opportunities for children, youth, and families to
grow spiritually through intergenerational, inclusive and affirming ministries,
such as Sunday School, Ohana Young Families, Vacation Bible School, Middle
School retreats, Confirmation classes, and more.
Continued on Page 3.

 9:30 AM
English Language Worship
Nursery, and Sunday School
 10:30 AM
Fellowship Time
 11:00 AM
Japanese Language Worship

Church Office Hours
Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Staff
Rev. Gary Oba
Senior Pastor
obagary@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Cromwell
Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata
Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
pastorwlaumc@yahoo.co.jp
Rev. Richard Kuyama
Pastor Emeritus
ykuyama@roadrunner.com
Midori Tashiro
Administrative Assistant
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
•
•
•
•

All of our church’s saints who were honored during worship on November 3.
Midori Tashiro as she returned to the position of Administrative Assistant on November 19.
Persons who donated canned goods and turkeys for the Mission Project on November 27.
Church members who volunteered at Habitat for Humanity in November. Our congregation has
faithfully completed its commitment to the Culver City Build.
• Firefighters and first responders in times of natural disasters.
• Veterans and persons currently serving in the military.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
•
•
•
•

Victims of the Saugus High School shooting on November 14.
Persons who have been impacted by the wildfires and mudslides throughout California.
All those who are preparing for medical tests and procedures.
Caregivers who assist our loved ones.

Prayer Requests:
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to receive a full list of prayer concerns.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in December
Bring your family and friends to
worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
December 1
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Jeremiah 33:14-19
Promise of the Messiah
December 8
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Isaiah 40:1-11
Promise of Salvation
December 15
Christmas Program.
The children and youth share
the Christmas Story
December 22
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Luke 1:5-13 [14-25] 57-80
Zachariah’s Song:
salvation through forgiveness
December 24, 7:30 PM
Christmas Eve Worship Service
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Birth of Jesus
December 29
Praise Band leading music
Baptism
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Mark 1:1-20
Beginning of Good News: the
time of fulfillment is now
January 5, 2020
One Worship at 10:30 AM
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.
Celebrating the New Year

All Church Charge Conference
Tuesday, December 3, 7:00 PM, Sanctuary
Please mark your calendar and plan to
attend our annual meeting with District
Superintendent, Rev. Mark Nakagawa.
Hear reports from this past year, plans for
the future, and a presentation based on Page
1 of this Newsletter.

Family Christmas Program
Sunday, December 15, 9:30 AM
Each year we rejoice to hear children, youth, and adults tell the
story of Jesus’ birth through scripture, hymns and drama. This year’s
Family Christmas Program will be held on December 15 during the
9:30 worship service.
To prepare for the program, rehearsals will be held during
Sunday School on December 1 and 8. A dress rehearsal will be held
in the sanctuary on December 8 at 12:00 Noon.
Children and youth are all welcome to participate! Please
contact Rev. Janet if you have any questions.

Continued from Page 1.

We also offer opportunities for growing in discipleship through
worship, study, small groups, social justice engagement, and
outreach for all generations within the congregation and in
collaboration with others in the community.
What compelling missional message would relate to the nonchurched people living in your community? West LA UMC is an
inclusive, diverse and collaborative community of faith that invites
all, regardless of where they are on their spiritual journey. As a
Reconciling Congregation, we expressly welcome and affirm LGBTQI+
persons who have often been and felt excluded from the Christian
community.

We put our faith into action, prayer, worship, music and missions to
address the real issues of every stage of life experienced by those
within and beyond the congregation. With compassion, love and
generosity, we are a congregation that is conscientiously and
spiritually attentive to the human condition, the environment, and
local, national, and global issues.
Who is God calling your church to be? God is calling West LA UMC
to be an inclusive, welcoming and affirming congregation that fosters
spiritual intensity, dynamic relationships, and cultural openness
while staying in alignment with our mission of Growing More
Christlike Together.
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Christmas Tree Decorating
"Blue Christmas" Advent Study,
Gathering, and Prayer Ministry
Are you feeling more weary than cheery this
season? Perhaps this is a season of transition in your
life or you are navigating after the loss of a loved one
(recently or long ago). Perhaps all is well but you seek
light for yourself and others in a challenging world.
You are not alone.
Join us for one or more of these prayer and
fellowship gatherings. We invite you to bring friends
beyond the church.
To help us prepare materials, we ask that you RSVP
to Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka (Lay Leader and Outreach/
Member Care Chair) at jcokamoto828@gmail.com.
Drop-ins are welcome too!

Advent Study: Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 and
29, at 11:15 am - 12:30 pm, Learning Center.
The devotional book, Blue Christmas, will guide us
through the 28 days of Advent and Christmas Day.
Each devotion includes a scripture selection,
meditation, prayer, and suggested Advent action.
(Please inquire if you are interested in participating in
an Advent Study at another time/day.)

Prayer Time: Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 and
29, at 8:15-8:35 am, Youth Room.
Holding space and time during the hectic holidays
to pray privately or in community; with guided
meditation and/or prayer.

Blue Christmas Gathering: Sunday, December 22,
4:00-5:30 pm, Learning Center.
On this Longest Winter Solstice Night, join us for a
quiet laity-led gathering of music, prayer and
fellowship as we invite God's loving light and grace to
sustain us through the season and in the coming year.
Light refreshments.

Daily Advent Prayer Email Messages:
Email Jeri at jcokamoto828@gmail.com, if you
would like to receive a daily prayer during Advent and
Christmas via email.
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Sunday, December 1, 9:30 AM
On the first Sunday of December, children and
youth will decorate the Sanctuary Christmas Tree
with the ornaments that were created on
November 24. Each year, the tree shines with the
unique ornaments made my our church members.
Join us for the annual lighting of the tree during
worship on December 1.

Christmas
Poinsettia Orders
Order now through
Sunday, December 15
The church is taking
orders for Christmas Poinsettia plants. Order forms
are available are on the Social Hall bulletin board or
by contacting the church office.
The plants will be arranged in the sanctuary for
worship on the Fourth Sunday in Advent on
December 22 and Christmas Eve on December 24 at
7:30 PM.
Please plan to order poinsettias to fill our
sanctuary for a glorious Christmas worship!

Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 7:30 PM
Everyone is welcome to the candlelight
Christmas Eve Worship Service on Tuesday,
December 24 at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary. Hear the
story of Christ’s birth through scripture, special
choral music, and many of our favorite Christmas
Carols.
A time of refreshments and fellowship will
follow the service in the Social Hall.
Bring your family and friends for this glorious
Christmas celebration.

Church Library Acknowledgements

UMW Holiday Lunch

The Library committee will like to acknowledge
the following for gifts to the Library: Keiko Kano,
Harriet Woo, Pam Ryder, Jean Shimotsu, Claudia
Yamamoto and Lois Tateishi.
Our collection includes Bible study material and
a large collection of Asian American experience
books, plus materials for children. We just added
George Takei’s book The Called Us Enemy and
Duncan Ryuken Williams’ book American Sutra.
We are open the first Sunday of each month
except in October and January. Please visit us in the
Church Library.

Postponed until the New Year
The United Methodist Women’s Luncheon,
originally scheduled for December 7, has been
postponed until the new year. Please watch for an
announcement in the January Newsletter. For more
information or to volunteer to help with planning,
please contact Pam Ryder or Sonia Dixon.

Children and Youth
Summer Camp Dates
Kizuna Summer Camp: June 22-26, 2020 at
West LA United Methodist Church.
Jr. High Camp: June 28-July 3, 2020 at Camp
Lodestar, hosted by the JA Caucus Camping Board.
Vacation Bible School: July 13-17, 2020 at West
LA United Methodist Church.
Asian Camp: July 19-25, 2020 at Camp Lodestar,
hosted by the JA Caucus Camping Board.
Registration materials for each of these camps
will be available in the new year.
Please remember that West LA UMC is happy to
provide scholarships for youth and young adults
wanting to attend these summer camps.

Wrapping Up Christmas
Pretty packages under the tree are a child’s
delight — but can be an ecological problem. Much
of the glossy, glittery, and metallic papers and
plastic ribbons are not recyclable.
This year, why not try wrapping gifts in scarves,
tea towels, old maps, reusable cloth bags, Sunday
comics, or the reverse side of brown paper bags? A
tiny ornament of sprig of evergreen tied to a bit of
twine makes for a lovely package. Using ribbon
means less tape, which is not recyclable.
Give a gift to loved ones and the environment!

A Note of Appreciation
Our congregation received the following note:
Thank you for all of your prayers, care, and support for myself and family. Your warm words of
comfort meant so much at this time.
We thank WLAUM Women and also Outreach
and MemberCare for their prayers and kind warm
words. They lifted our spirits.
In appreciation and most sincerely,
Thelma Adachi and family

Amazon Smile
WLAUMC is registered with the Amazon Smile program. Amazon
Smile will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to WLAUMC ($5 donated per $1,000). Note
that Amazon Smile is operated by Amazon and has the same products and services as Amazon.com.
As the holiday season approaches, please consider making your purchases through Amazon Smile. If you
would like to participate, please follow the steps below:
1) Desktop Computer/Cell Phone — Please use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2798693 to
purchase items.
2) Cell Phone — Or you can purchase items on your Amazon application on your cell phone and put them
in your Shopping Cart. Then open the above link (https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2798693) in your cell
phone internet browser (i.e. Safari, on which you can add to your Home Screen) and the items will still be
in your Shopping Cart, allowing you to continue your purchase on Amazon Smile.
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Creation Bible Study
Sunday, December 8., 2:00 PM, Kathy Orebaugh’s residence
Creation Bible Study celebrates our one year anniversary in
December. We have created many things this past year including
fountains, vision boards and prayer beads.
We will meet on December 8 and have two creative activities
planned. Diana Lock will lead us on creating a greeting card in time
for the Christmas season. We will also be making an aromatherapy
gift. Come join the festivities! Please RSVP to Kathy Orebaugh at
creationbiblestudy@gmail.com or 843-817-5172.

Generosity as a Spiritual Practice
Generosity is a spiritual practice as it is our response to
the generosity of God, from whom all gifts come. By sharing
with others and returning a portion of what God has given us
(traditionally a tithe or ten percent), the church is able to
shine its light in the community and the world.
The church is grateful for your support this past year. Your
generosity has enabled WLAUMC to sustain an active multicultural and intergenerational church, with ministries of
worship, relational groups, outreach, social justice, and
member care.
In December, members and friends of WLAUMC will
receive a letter requesting your financial support in 2020. It
is part of the church's annual stewardship campaign to
ensure that the church’s many ministries will continue
through the next year and beyond.
Please respond generously to the church's annual
stewardship appeal.
Thank you for your prayers and generosity on behalf of
this congregation.

Being Kind
James Clear, the author of the best seller Atomic Habits
writes, “The longer I live, the more I notice how valuable it is
to do one simple thing: be kind.
• When someone does a good job, tell them.
• When someone makes a mistake, forgive them.
• When someone tells you their problems, listen.
Being kind barely costs a thing. You'll hardly remember
you did it, but the other person may never forget that you
did.”

7

Women’s Retreat
March 21-22, 2020
Aldersgate Retreat Center
This year’s theme, “Imperfect Beauty:
Kintsugi for the Soul,” will explore finding
beauty in the midst of brokenness.
Kintsugi is a Japanese art form in which
breaks and repairs are treated as part of
the object's history. Broken ceramics are
carefully mended by artisans. The repairs
are visible, yet beautiful.
Women of all ages will enjoy a peaceful
environment to learn more, make friends,
and find God’s beauty within ourselves.
Please mark your calendar and plan to
attend. Registration begins in January. All
women are invited to participate. Contact
Rev. Janet Cromwell for more information.

Memorial & Special
Offerings
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379
if you wish to receive this information.

Stewardship Report
Please contact church office for this
information.

Altar Flowers in November
In memory of Kyoko Yonezawa-Sinclair
Alexander Sinclair
In honor of our veterans
Rose Ikuta
In memory of Saikichi and Shizue Nakano
Otto and Eleanor Nakano
In memory of Hugh, Nita, Aleen and James
Bob and Carla Bailey
Colorful flower arrangements beautify the sanctuary
and remind us of the new life we have in Christ.
If you wish to donate flowers, please sign up in the Social
Hall or contact the church at 310-479-1379.

Changes to Your Quarterly Contribution Statements
As our church moves into the New Year and years to come, the Finance Committee is looking at how we
can be as “green” and eco-friendly as possible. With that in mind, the Finance Committee is proposing that the
Contribution Statements that are sent out quarterly to all persons contributing during the year be emailed
instead of mailed. Paper products, postage, and volunteer time could be used on other projects. This is a work
in progress as we update information in the church database. We welcome what you have to say as we move
toward being better stewards of our environment and expenses.
The 2020 Pledge Cards will have a place that you may choose email or “regular” mail for your statements.
We would appreciate any comments or questions on this undertaking from our members and friends. Please
email comments or questions to Pledge Secretary Harriet Woo wlaumcpledge@gmail.com or leave a message
at 310-827-3101.

8

JAPANESE MINISTRY
「2019年の恵み」
一年も終わろうとしている。今年も主に
守られた年であった。教会で奉仕を始めて11年
目、4週間の休みを頂いた。1月、ギリシャへ
行きアテネとコリントの新約聖書宣教跡地を
歩んだ。4月はWLA教会創立88周年記念の一環
で、UMW女性会日本宣教を覚え、女性宣教師の
働きに感謝する旅をした。11月、新しい命を
頂く洗礼式の恵みに感謝を覚えた。今年は、
日語聖歌隊がスタートし、私も声を出し賛美
する恵みに参加。月一度の日本語サンデース
クールもスタートし、子どもハンドベルは恵み
を増すなあと感謝した。思い返せば恵み
多い年。主は素晴らしい！
12月はクリスマスに向けて毎週日曜礼拝の特別
賛美を楽しんでほしいと思う。12月22日
クリスマス礼拝では、子どもハンドベルの特別
賛美に期待したい。友だちを誘ってイエス様の
誕生日を一緒にお祝いしよう！
「いと高き所に栄光が神にあるよう。地の上に
平和が御心にかなう人々にあるように。」
（ルカ2:14）主の平和を見る日である！

Year 2019 is almost over. Once again, I
witnessed Our Good Lord who has been so
gracious and abundant in Love. In January, during my renewal leave, I took a trip to Greece to learn Paul’s
mission sites and work. To celebrate WLA 88th Beiju anniversary, we held UMW Japan mission trip in April. We
saw so many faithful American Methodist-Episcopal woman missionaries who built schools, shelters &
orphanages and served for last 150 years in Japan. I learned the stories of how much they loved JJ(Japan and
Jesus)! This year, Nichigo choir has started, and I even learn to sing again! Once a month, we are blessed to
have Nihongo Sunday school. December 22 is our Christmas family worship and potluck. We look forward to
Kodomo handbell and Choir special music. Kodomo handbell adds so much joy in the worship! Please invite
your family and friends. We will sing “Gloria” to God in the highest, and we shall witness God’s
“peace.” (Luke2:11)
平田

日本語部カレンダー
12月1日（日）11時日語礼拝
12月8日（日） 11時日語礼拝
12時ターキー
11時日本語
雑炊ランチ
サンデースクール
12時半賛美練習
12時賛美練習
12月3日（火）7時教会年次総会
12月15日（日）11時日語礼拝
12月7日（土）4時半市民クリスマス
12時賛美練習
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12月22日（日）11時クリスマス礼拝
12時クリスマス
ポットラック
12月24日（火）7時半クリスマス
イブ礼拝
12月29日（日）11時年末礼拝
12時半協議会
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6:30 Kelton AA

16

15 3rd Sunday in Advent

9:30 English Worship &
Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Advent Book Study
12:00 Altar Guild prep

29 Praise Band Music

6:30 Kelton AA

Office Closed

30

6:30 Kelton AA

23

22 4th Sunday in Advent

9:30 English Worship &
Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Advent Book Study
4:00 Blue Christmas
Gathering

6:30 Kelton AA

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Advent Book Study

Poinsettia Order Ends

Christmas Program

6:00 Bible Study

January Newsletter
articles are due today

Office Closed

31 New Year’s Eve

7:30 Christmas Eve
Worship Service

25 Christmas Day
Merry Christmas!

24 Christmas Eve

Office Closed

January 1, 2020
Happy New Year!

Office Closed

6:00 Bible Study

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

18

11

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

8:30 Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast at Marie
Callenders, Nat’l

17

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

10

9

9:30 English Worship &
Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Advent Book Study
12:00 Pageant Rehearsal

6:00 Bible Study

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

4

8 2nd Sunday in Advent

3

Wed

6:30 SPRC Meeting
7:00 All Church Charge
Conference

2

1 1st Sunday in Advent

Tues

9:30 English Worship &
Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:00 Nichigo Sunday School
11:15 Advent Book Study
12:00 Nichigo Lunch

Mon

Sun

December 2019

Office Closed

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

9:30 Altar Guild set-up
in sanctuary

21

9:00 Café Aloha
meeting
and project

14

7

Sat

January 5—One Worship Service at 10:30 AM,
followed by an All Church Potluck Lunch.

Office Closed

26

9:30 Newsletter
Assembly
10:30 Tai Chi

19

10:30 Tai Chi

12

10:30 Tai Chi

5

Thurs

The Gift of Advent
In the rush of holiday parties, programs and activities, the
gift of Advent is a welcomed respite. The four-week season
of Advent has historically been a time of thoughtful reading
of scripture, quiet reflection, and prayer as we prepare our
hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus, the Messiah.
Christians today observe Advent in a variety of ways.
Both at church and at home, persons light Advent Candles,
one additional candle each week, as a symbol of the light of Christ slowing increasing as we
come closer to Jesus’ birthday. On Christmas Eve all five candles, including the central white
Christ Candle are lit so that the light shines bright.
Pausing each night to light Advent Candles is a way of remaining mindful of the true
meaning of the season. Even this simple act can deepen the meaning of this holy time of year.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

December 2019
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

