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Camp Colby Ranch Service Project Retreat
WLAUMC, along with friends from the 580 Café, formed a 22-person team
that spent two days helping Camp Colby Ranch maintain their facilities. The service
project retreat, affectionately known as the Work-A-Treat, completed the exterior
painting of two historically significant cabins and maintained Hannah’s Path. The
efforts of the team provided 176 volunteer hours to Camp Colby Ranch.

Sunday Worship Services

Camp Colby Ranch is a 130-acre UMC Cal-Pac Annual Conference facility that
has been owned and operated by the UMC since the 1930’s with a long tradition of
Methodist camping ministries. In 2009, it was impacted by the Station Fire and its
programs were suspended until 2014. Today, it hosts the LA Science Camp Program
and retreats for individual churches. Camp Colby Ranch is currently developing their
own programming for retreats and future United Methodist camping programs.

 10:30 AM
Fellowship Time

The Camp strives to keep all of the historic structures with their original
wood framing and walls. Over time, without regular upkeep, the wood gets impacted
by sun and weather. The “WLAUMC Artisans”, a 9-person team, painted the exterior
of two cabins built in the early 1900’s and being used today as residences for staff.
The WLAUMC Artisans completely repainted the two cabin exteriors, preserving the
integrity of the wood for years to come.
Hannah’s Path, a 0.4-mile trail, had been impacted by mud slides from last
year’s rains and overgrown by the adjacent bushes. The 13-person team, dubbed
“Bob’s Trailblazers,” cleared brush, re-engineered steep parts of the trail with erosion
resistant stairs and re-grading, and widened the trail. Under the expert leadership of
Bob Bailey, the team made significant improvements to the trail that will help it be
viable for many years to come.
The weekend also provided an opportunity to fellowship, explore individual
faith walks and, most importantly, grow together as a community doing God’s works.
During the evening campfire, the Camp staff described how we can be part of the
UMC’s environmental justice initiatives. During Sunday morning worship, Stan
Shimotsu gave an uplifting sermon on mindfulness and how we grow our faith with
deliberate intent, along with special music by Ashley Ramsey and Steve Fujii. We
truly embraced the Church’s vision of “Growing More Christlike Together.”
Many have asked about the facilities and meals at Camp Colby Ranch. The
meals are exceptional and near gourmet quality. The facilities can house up to 180
people and all areas of the developed camp are accessible by car. They also have two,
fully self-contained, retreat centers, each able to house 20 to 24 people, with heating
and air conditioning. And yes, they do have internet access via Wi-Fi.
Special Thanks to the Work-A-Treat team: Rev. Gary Oba, Bob Bailey, Carla
Bailey, Stan Shimotsu, Stuart Shimotsu, Lova Hyatt, Steve Fujii, Marilyn Fujii, Ashley
Ramsey, Janice Mayeda, Kenji Mayeda, Scott Nakaatari, Adam Kim, Bennett Kim,
Jarod Aoki, Lisa Aoki, Jennifer Aoki, Jessica Aoki, Andrew Esposo, Hazel Ramos,
Suhaylah Ausman and Wayne Nomi. (Please see the photos on Page 5.)
Wayne Nomi
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Our Mission Statement

Growing More
Christlike Together
West LA UMC is a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
 Our church members and friends who volunteered at Camp Colby Ranch in October.
 The Japanese-American UMC Caucus Convocation that took place on October 17-19.
 Chef Stuart Holmes and all those who helped to prepare and serve at the Clergy Retreat dinner held

at our church on October 17, and church historian Randy Sakamoto and Lay Leader Jeri OkamotoTanaka’s presentations to the clergy that evening.
 This past year’s Japanese Film Nights, hosted by Greg, Jean, and David Shikata.
 All of the children and adults who enjoyed the Halloween Party on October 26, and the parents who
planned the event.
 The team that is already planning our church’s Women’s Retreat in March 21-22, 2020!

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:







Safety for fire fighters and persons who have lost their homes in the California wildfires.
People facing unfortunate climate disasters worldwide.
Victims of cyber-bullying and more awareness to provide mental therapy worldwide.
Hong Kong students as they protest for the disappearance and death of one of their own.
The Kurdish people as they struggle for survival.
Caregivers and friends who assist our families and friends.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to receive a full list of prayer concerns.

3

9:30 AM Worship
Services in October
Bring your family and friends to
worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
November 3
All Saints Sunday
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
1 Kings 18: [17-19]; 20-39
Elijah at Mount Carmel.
November 10
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Hosea 11:1-9
The Prophet Hosea.
November 17
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5
Isaiah’s Vineyard Song.
November 24
Thanksgiving Sunday
Praise Band leading music
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
2 Kings 22:1-10 [11-20]; 23:1-3
Josiah’s Reform.

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 3, 9:30 AM
On the first Sunday of November, we
remember those members and friends who
entered God’s heavenly realm this past
year. Candles are lit and words of
remembrance are shared.
Come and give thanks for those faithful
witnesses who have taught and inspired us
to live in similar grace-filled ways.

Creation Bible Study
Sunday, November 3, 2:00 PM, Kathy Orebaugh’s residence
Creation Bible Study small group made Prayer Beads in October.
We had three very talented women leading us and giving us advice
and help in creating the beautiful prayer beads. Everyone was very
happy learning about the prayer beads and had fun creating their
own set and some made an extra set to share with someone.
On November 3, we will meet again for a special project. Be
looking for a special photograph or two. The photo can be of
nature, a picture of yourself or a loved one, a pet, or a saying. We
will be using these photos for our project. Contact Kathy if you are
interested in coming and not on her email list. Kathy will be sending
out more details closer to the date. creationbiblestudy@gmail.com.
In December, we will have two projects; the first led by Diana
Lock as she shares her talent with creating greeting cards. The
second will be an aromatherapy project.

First Sundays—New Sunday School Class
A new Sunday School Class was launched on October 6 for children
Age 3 through Grade 3. Sharon Kinoshita Gill and Kathy Orebaugh are
leading this mission-focused class on the first Sunday of each month.
As a long-time Trekker Class Teacher, Sharon is committed to
finding more ways for children and younger youth to engage in mission
projects. With Kathy Orebaugh’s creative craft help, the two leaders
gathered supplies for the children to make cards for students at the 580
Café Campus Ministry at UCLA. The cards wished the college students
“Good Luck” and encouraged them to “Study Hard”. Attached to each
envelope was a “Kind” bar treat.
Campus Minister Jeanne Roe Smith said that the college students
loved the cards and were touched by the care of the children who
created them. (See photo at right.)
Many thanks to our Mission Project helpers!
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Thanksgiving Card Making
Sunday, November 10, 10:30 AM
In early November, we look forward to creating
Thanksgiving Cards for persons on our Prayer List.
Through this simple gesture, we stay in touch with
dear friends who may not be able to attend worship
on a regular basis.
Children, youth and adults are all encouraged to
participate. All supplies are provided as we make
nearly 100 cards that morning.
Your personal creation will brighten someone’s
day and let them know that they remain in our hearts
and prayers throughout this season of giving thanks.

Christmas Ornament Making
Sunday, November 24, 10:30 AM
What fun it is to make ornaments to decorate our
Sanctuary Christmas Tree! Everyone is invited to
assemble several ornaments, each symbolizing a
special part of the Christmas Story.
Supplies are provided for each of the ornaments.
Rev. Janet welcomes the help of four or five adult
volunteers to assist the youngest children make their
ornaments that day. Let Rev. Janet know if you can
assist with preparing materials in advance and/or
helping that morning.

UMW Holiday Lunch
Saturday, December 7, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The United Methodist Women conclude each
calendar year with a lovely Holiday Lunch and
Program. This gathering draws together women
from the church’s three Circles to remember and
give thanks for the mission work that has been
accomplished, and to hear from a leader of a local
mission-based organization.
The UMW invites all women who are interested
in learning more about the UMW to attend the
luncheon. This lunch and program is an ideal way to
discover UMW’s Purpose and how you can get
involved!
Please mark your calendar for the December 7
lunch. Invitations and an RSVP card will be available
in November. For more information, please contact
Pam Ryder or Sonia Dixon.

Family Christmas Program
Sunday, December 15, 9:30 AM
Each year we rejoice to hear children, youth, and
adults tell the story of Jesus’ birth through scripture,
hymns and drama. This year’s Family Christmas
Program will be held during the 9:30 worship service
on December 15.
To prepare for the program, rehearsals will be
held during Sunday School on November 24, and
December 1 and 8. A dress rehearsal will be held in
the sanctuary on December 8 at 12:00 Noon.
Children and youth are all welcome to
participate! Please contact Rev. Janet if your family is
available and interested in reading scripture or
playing a part in this time-honored tradition.
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Poinsettia Orders
Orders begin Sunday, November 24
Poinsettia orders will be received between
November 24 and December 15. Order forms will be
available in mid-November on the Social Hall bulletin
board or by contacting the church office.
The plants will be arranged in the sanctuary for
worship on the Fourth Sunday in Advent on
December 22 and Christmas Eve on December 24 at
7:30 PM.
Please plan to order poinsettias to fill our
sanctuary for a glorious Christmas worship!

Camp Colby Ranch
Service Project Retreat
Please see the article on this
marvelous overnight Retreat
on the front page of this
month’s newsletter.
Group photo, 580 Café
volunteers, painting cabins,
and clearing hiking trails.

Asian Cultural Festival Report
The 2019 Asian Cultural Festival was another
HUGE success thanks to each and every one of
you!!
We started our planning meetings in May
with participation from many enthusiastic and
dedicated members, and the support of our
Pastors. All booth leaders and their teams
continued their planning and preparation until
Festival day to insure everything went smoothly.
All of these blessings resulted in a splendid event with delicious food, amazing
entertainment, a shopping mecca of bargains, plants, produce and a Silent Auction of
abundant treasures!
Special thanks to Nozomi Uchida for sharing her artistic works of art and Randy
Sakamoto for his time and talents in maintaining the West LA UMC historical exhibit.
Our community of faith continues to grow through the dedication and generosity
of our church family, friends, neighbors and community leaders who are always
excited and grateful to participate and share in our joyful annual fundraising event!
Thanks be to God and you!
Stan Shimotsu, Bob Bailey, and Sonia Dixon, Festival Co-Chairs
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Church Staff News
Nozomi Uchida has been serving as the church’s
Administrative Assistant since January 2018 and is
now preparing to pursue a full-time art career.
Nozomi’s art training and creativity will enable her to
focus on her passion of designing books, illustration,
and art pieces.
The church will have an opportunity to honor
Nozomi during Fellowship Time on Sunday, Nov. 3.
Please plan to come and thank Nozomi for the many
things she has done on behalf of the church. Her last
day in the office will be November 15.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased
to announce that Midori Tashiro has agreed to
return as our church’s Administrative Assistant,
beginning November 19. Midori previously served in
this role and we are delighted to have her begin
working in the church office once again.
During this time of transition, we give thanks for
all of the staff and volunteers who support our
congregation’s many ministries, provide hospitality,
and maintain this lovely facility.

National Japanese American UM
Caucus Retreat and Convocation
West LA UMC was blessed to host the first
day of the NJAUMC Clergy Retreat at the church,
including a tour of Sawtelle and History Presentation
by Randy Sakamoto, and current Church Program
Report by Jeri Okamoto Tanaka.
The evening included a gourmet dinner prepared
by Chef Stuart Holmes and his terrific kitchen crew,
followed by worship in the sanctuary.

All Church Charge Conference
Tuesday, December 3, 7:00 PM, Sanctuary
Please mark your calendar and plan to
attend our annual meeting with District
Superintendent, Rev. Mark Nakagawa. Hear reports
from this past year and plans for the future.

Nichigo Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
Thursday, November 28, 5:00 PM

Please bring your specialty or favorite dishes! The church will provide roasted
turkey, pumpkin pie and soft drinks. Let's enjoy together our Thanksgiving dinner,
games, and have a time to praise and thank God.

R.S.V.P. at the church office (310) 479-1379, Toshio Takahashi at (310) 818-6128, or Keiko Takahashi at
(310) 818-6129. Please call before Tuesday, November 20.
11月22日(木)の午後5時から8時にて、感謝祭のポットラック晩餐会を行います。教会の社交室に
てどなたでも参加できます。ローストターキー、パンプキンパイ、ソフトドリンクは用意されていま
す。お得意な料理,お好きな食べ物をもって来てください。
伝統的なターキー料理、ゲーム、そして主に賛美と感謝する時を持ちましょう。
11月20日(火)までにご予約をお願いします。
ご予約(310) 479-1379 教会 または、(310) 818-6128 高橋まで。
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Memorial & Special
Offerings
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379
if you wish to receive this information.

If you would like information on on-line giving,
please speak to Harriet Woo after worship.

Altar Flowers in October
In memory of Fumi Fukuhara
Frank & Ihoko Fukuhara

In memory of Anne Brewer & Takashi Morita
Ed Brewer & Carole Morita
In memory of Haruko Koshimizu
The Koshimizu, Hino and Igarashi family
Having flowers in the sanctuary during
worship reminds us of God’s beautiful creation
and is a sign of new life in Christ. If you wish to
donate flowers, please sign up in the Social Hall or
contact the church at 310-479-1379.
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JAPANESE MINISTRY
「大雨が降る時」
台風19号の被害を読みながら、日本にいる家族友達に連絡を取り合い安否を尋ねる日々が続いた。10月14
日現在、死者54人、避難者3万8000人。行方不明者の捜索などは続いている。ボートとヘリコプターで救助活動
をしているニュースを見る。土砂災害は多く、がけ崩れ、土石流、地滑りなどで、土砂の中から、人体が見え
る。決壊した堤防、氾濫した川、水没したリンゴ畑、浸水被害も。雨に警戒しながら、掃除片付けに追われる
日々。北陸新幹線は再開めどが立たずにいる。
姉は台風に備え、食料を買いに行ったが、すでにスーパーには何もなく、困ったと言っていた。友人はパ
ンとお惣菜で過ごす予定で冷蔵庫には頼れないだろうと言っていた。異常事態を感じてしまう。
聖書でイエス様は、「岩の上に家を立てた人」の話しを教えている。岩の上に家を建てるのは、大変で苦
労が多く時間がかかる。反対に「砂の上に家を建てた」家族は楽に家を建てる決断をする。そのうちに、大雨
が降り、危険レベルに達し、川が氾濫してしまう。とうとう砂の上の家は流される。。。(マタイ7:24-27)人生、
何が起こるか分からない。人生の大きな苦しみが襲う時がやってくる。お金、仕事、学歴、家、美さも助けに
ならない。イエス様に土台を据えた人生を歩んでいるか、もう一度考える時を持たされた。(イザヤ25:4-5)

In October, the big “Typhoon 19th” gave so
much trouble in Japan. By the time my sister went to
the supermarket to buy food, there was nothing on
the shelves. (She went just one day prior to the first
rainy day…. And it was too late!!) Everyone was
encouraged to prepare in advance, at least one
week prior to the first rainy day. “Be Prepared for
the Heavy Rainy Day!!”
Jesus teaches a parable of “A wise man who
built a house on a rock.” (Matthew7:24-27) We learn
to build a house on a rock (who is Jesus!). Although
people might laugh or criticize the way we build our
life upon Jesus, the Rock of your life, it is the wise
thing to do. Eventually, one of these days, the heavy
rain will come down and the house (your life) needs
to depend on the foundation (not money, not skill,
not beauty, etc…).
Once again, it made me think of building my life on
the Rock and how He is always protecting me each

day. (Issiah 25:4-5)

平田

日本語部カレンダー
11月2日（土）11時シニアランチ
11月3日（日）11時日語礼拝＆
日本語サンデースクール
12時賛美練習
12時15分ランチ
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11月10日（日）11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
12時半聖書勉強
11月17日（日）11時日本語礼拝
12時賛美練習
12時半聖書勉強

11月24日（日）11時日本語礼拝
12時賛美練習
11月28日（木）5時感謝祭ディナー
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3 All Saints Sunday

9:30 English Worship
10:30 Ornament Making
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 UMW Finance mtg
6:30 Kelton AA
4:00 Angel City Rehearsal

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

26

25

24 Praise Band

Poinsettia Order Begins

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

20

6:00 Bible Study

10:30 Tai Chi

13

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

27

6:00 Bible Study

5:00 Nichigo
Thanksgiving Dinner

9:00 Nichigo Dinner
Preparations

28 Thanksgiving Day

10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Newsletter Assembly

21

10:30 Tai Chi

14

10:30 Tai Chi

6:00 Bible Study
7:30 Trustee Meeting
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9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

Thurs

6

Wed

8:30 Fat Tuesday Men’s 9:30 Alive Now Study
Breakfast at Marie
10:30 Tai Chi
Callender’s, National Blvd.

19

Office Closed
9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:30 Women’s Bible Study
4:00 Angel City Rehearsal
6:30 Kelton AA

18

17

12

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

11 Veteran’s Day

7:00 Choir Rehearsal
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Tues

9:30 English Worship
December Newsletter
10:30 Thanksgiving Card articles are due today
Making
11:00 Japanese Worship
6:30 Kelton AA
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9:30 English Worship
CHARGE CONFERENCE
11:00 Japanese Worship REPORTS ARE DUE
11:00 Library Open
2:00 Creation Bible Study
6:30 Kelton AA

Mon

Sun

N ove m b e r 2 0 1 9

29
Office Closed

22

15

8

6:30 Readiness 360
Team Meeting

2

1

9:30 Altar Guild prepare
sanctuary for Advent

30

23

16

9:00 Ad Council Meeting

9

11:00 Café Aloha

Sat

Fri

Readiness 360 Survey Opportunity
November 3-12
Members and friends within the West LA UMC
congregation will be invited to complete an online
Readiness 360 survey between November 3-12, 2019.
Your participation will enable our church to learn more about your thoughts on where we are now
and how we might create new ministries to reach new people in the future. Your insights will also help
our church's leadership discern whether we are growing in developing spiritual intensity, dynamic
relationships, cultural openness, and missional alignment.
More information about logging into the survey will be printed in the Sunday bulletin and sent via
email to the church’s email mailing list on November 3.
Please know that your thoughtful responses are greatly appreciated as we discern the direction God
is calling us to be in ministry in the future. If you have any questions, please contact Lay Leader Jeri
Okamoto Tanaka, Administrative Council Chair Stan Shimotsu, Rev. Gary Oba, or Rev. Janet Cromwell.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2019
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