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Sunday Worship Services

Moving Currents
Our church is shifting directions in a very purposeful way. It may
not be noticeable to the casual observer, but I bring it to your intention
because it is the result of deliberate reflection and prayer.
A team from our church has completed 18 months of training
through the Readiness 360 program, sponsored by our Annual
Conference. The purpose behind Readiness 360 is to remind churches
of the principles that made the Christian movement so dynamic
(“multiplying”) in the first place. These principles are dynamic
relationships, spiritual intensity, missional alignment, and cultural
openness.
As part of the training, we surveyed our congregation to see how
our church fared in each of these four areas. The conclusion was that
we are strongest in the area of cultural openness and weakest in
missional alignment. Our Readiness 360 team continues to meet to
reflect and recommend what this means for our church.
One recommendation that already is being implemented is the
need for more small groups in which people can get to know each
other better (i.e. form dynamic relationships) and grow spiritually (i.e.
increase in spiritual intensity). We’ve blessed the start of Creation
Bible Study, led by Kathy Orebaugh. The group meets once a month in
Kathy’s home and combines expressions of creativity with bible study.
In addition, Rev. Janet has offered short-term studies (Bible 101
and a Lenten Study) at the church based on Readiness 360 principles.
A brand new group will be led by Egan Yu and Kristen Crabtree in
their Culver City home that will revolve around bible Study, sharing,
prayer, and food (not necessarily in that order!). The group will meet
weekly with planned breaks.
These may seem like small efforts but we believe they will be most
impactful for our church. It is the church returning to both its primitive
and Methodist roots, where dynamic relationships, spiritual intensity,
missional alignment, and cultural openness combined to launch a
worldwide movement. We hope you will become part of this renewal
effort!
Growing with you,

Rev. Gary
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Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth, building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching out
with compassion, forgiveness
and love. At West LA UMC,
building a community of faith is
what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
 Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka upon receiving a Certificate of Completion of the United Methodist Certified Lay

Ministry Program.
 The announcement for the dawn of the new era in Japan, Reiwa (令和).
 The fun Easter Egg Hunt at Stoner Park on April 20, the many helpful volunteers, and all of the

contributions of candy and supplies.
 God’s gift of new life through Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.
 Our church’s Choir, Bell Choir, and other instrumentalists that provide inspiring music for worship.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
 The people of France upon the fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral, the people of Louisiana where churches

were burned, and Christians in Sri Lanka who were killed on Easter morning.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to receive a full list of prayer concerns.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in May
Bring your family and friends
to worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
May 5
3rd Sunday of Easter
Communion & Family Worship
Native American Ministries Sunday

Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Acts 10:1-17, 34-48
Peter’s Vision.
May 12
4th Sunday of Easter
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18
Paul’s Mission.
May 19
5th Sunday of Easter
Japan Mission Trip Report.
Romans 1:1-17
Gospel as Salvation.

May 26
6th Sunday of Easter
Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Romans 5:1-11
God’s Love Poured Out.

Ohana 2.0: Families with Young Children
Saturday, May 11, 10:00 AM—1:00 PM, at the church
Explore the Spiritual Development of Children
Rev. Gary will lead parents in a discussion of Lisa Miller's book, The
Spiritual Child. Miller contends that there is a scientific basis for natural
spirituality in every newborn. When properly nurtured and developed
by parents and a loving community, it can help a child thrive in their
adolescent, teen, and adult years.
Children will enjoy story time, games, and a craft project while the
adults are meeting.
Please RSVP by May 5 to Jane Shimotsu.

Exploring Baptism and Membership Classes
Sundays, May 7, 14, 21, 11:15 AM, Room 2
Have you thought about joining West LA UMC? Are you curious
about the meaning of church membership?
Rev. Gary will lead three sessions that will explore several topics
including, Why join a church? What is the significance of baptism?
What does membership mean? What is the UMC? What are the
opportunities for growth and involvement at West LA UMC?
If you are seriously considering membership or just curious, please
plan to attend the three sessions. By attending the classes, persons are
not obligated to join the church. Come and learn more.

Remember: you can listen to
a recording of the morning
message on the church’s
website at www.wlaumc.com.
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Kizuna Summer Camp
Register to reserve your space!
June 24-28, 9:00 AM -5:00p PM daily
Summer Camp is for kids ages 7-13 (entering Grade 2 to
entering Grade 8), centered on building a foundation of Japanese
American culture and heritage. Activities often include mochitsuki
(rice mochi pounding), Japanese calligraphy, family oral histories,
Japanese American values, book readings and much more.
Kizuna also offers counselor positions for young adults and
college students. By becoming a counselor, you can become a
leader and make a direct impact on the next generation!
For more information and registration visit the Kizuna website
at camp.gokizuna.org.

Graduation Sunday
Sunday, June 9, 9:30 AM
West LA UMC will honor our
graduates from High School, College,
and other advanced degrees during
worship on June 9. Our scholarship
award recipients will also be announced.
Please send the names, schools,
degree, and a brief sentence about
future plants to Rev. Janet Cromwell by
May 26 to be included in Sunday’s
program.

All Systems… God!
Exploring the vastness of God’s Love
Vacation Bible School 2019
July 15-19 * 9:00 AM—1:30 PM
This summer, we look forward to a thrilling adventure into
God’s infinite love! Through Bible stories, music, science projects,
and arts and crafts, participants will discover how to live as Jesus’
disciples.
Our space theme is filled with opportunities for children to
learn about our universe, space travel, astronauts, and caring for
our precious planet earth.
Registration Forms can be found on the church website for
Participants Age 3 thru entering Grade 6, and Youth Assistants for
students entering Grades 7-12.
Please contact VBS Directors Ms. Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka or Rev.
Janet Cromwell for more information. See you in space!

Appreciation for
Easter Lily Donations
Thank you to all who donated the
Easter lilies that adorned our sanctuary
for our Easter Sunday services.
A special thank you to Rev. Gary and
Nozomi Uchida for bringing in the cases
of lilies to the classroom, and to Otto
Nakano for unwrapping the plants.
Thank you to the Altar Guild
members: Eleanor Nakano, Grace Seto,
Jane Harada, Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka,
Marilyn Fujii, Joli Kishi, Shirley Fujisaki,
Tony Fujisaki, and Sadie Hifumi for
decorating our sanctuary.
Kazie Kame

New! Bible Study
Wednesdays Evenings 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
On every Wednesdays, Egan Yu and Kristen Crabtree will host a weekly Bible Study at
their home in Culver City. They will kick off the group by leading a study on the books of the
minor prophets, with each study featuring a reading from the Bible, group discussion of the
passage, and sharing ways to apply God's message to everyday life.
This Bible study group is open to anyone that interested in digging deeper into the word
of God. Please come ready to learn, ask questions, and spend some time sharing praises and
prayer requests.
Email or call Kristen at crabtreekris10@gmail.com, 805-350-0518 if you'd like more
information and if you plan on attending.
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Offerings
Please contact the Church Office if you wish to receive
the full list of Special Offerings, Memorial Offerings,
Ash Wednesday Offerings, Lent Offerings, Human
Relations Day Offerings , Lent Offerings and UMCOR
Sunday Offerings.

Altar & Chancel Flower
Donations in April
In memory of mother, Helen Kitamura
Tony and Shirley Fujisaki
In memory of Joe Sase
Ayako Sase, Steve Sase, and Pamela Sase Ryder
Easter Lilies
Church congregation and friends
In appreciation of this year
Jean Ushijima and Carol Funtch
♥ There are opportunities for families or
individuals to donate flowers for Sunday worship.
You may sign up in the Social Hall or contact the
Church Office at 310-479-1379 for more
information and a list of suggested florists.
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UMW Japan
Mission Trip Reflections
Every year, Rev. Becky Hirata
leads multiple mission trips to Japan
through our church and Faith UMC.
This year, she took a group of our
United Methodist Women to Tokyo,
Osaka and Hiroshima in early April.
This was my first trip to Japan and I was so
looking forward to visiting the country of my
heritage. The most important and significant place
we visited for me was the Help Asian Women’s
Shelter, which is an emergency shelter for women
and children located in Tokyo. We first met with
women who run the shelter and then were led down
an alley to a building whose location and identity
were held in the strictest secrecy in order to protect
the women who are housed there. The Help Shelter
was started in 1986 on the 100th anniversary of
Kyofukai,
the
Japan
Christian
Women’s
Organization. The wonderful outreach of Help is to
provide support for women and their children in need
without question of their nationality or residency
status. They offer both housing accommodations and
telephone counseling.
Most of the women at the shelter are fleeing
domestic violence, forced prostitution or have lost
their homes. The telephone counseling is available
for help with any issues. Women are given a private
room, three meals a day, counseling and child care, if
needed. Kyofukai also runs a Step House which
provides medium to long term shelter where women
may work and children may go to school from that
location.
I was happy to be a part of our UMW gift and
donation giving to Help, a worthy cause. The women
leaders and caregivers we met are a dedicated group
who take their work seriously and with
compassion. It was inspiring to meet, talk with them,
and support their work. Thank you Jesus! I learned so
much from this mission trip.
Janice Mayeda
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I joined our church’s 88 Years (Beiju) Celebration
Trip to Japan because I attended one of the Methodist
mission schools in Hiroshima and met wonderful
missionaries from the United States. I also wanted to
visit Hirosaki Gakuin in Hirosaki city, Aomori. When I
was in Japan, Hirosaki Gakuin was an all girls mission
school. Now, they’re a Jr. high to college which are co
-education with Methodist mission school.
During this trip, I had the chance to meet my
classmates in Osaka and Chiba. They are working with
YWCA and YMCA.
In Japan, Y is still a good Christian
Association. There are not many Christians in Japan,
but those who had attended mission schools are
strong Christians and doing wonderful works
there. They are the salt and the light for Japan.
今回私たちの教会の八十八年米寿を祝っての日本
ミッションスクール訪問の旅に参加した理由は私自身が広島
でメソジスト系のミッションスクールで学び、多くの宣教師
たちと接する機会があったからです。それに青森にある
弘前学院にも行ってみたかったからです。私の時代は
弘前女学院でしたが現在は男女共学になっており、中学校
から大学院までキリスト教を主とした学校になっています。
この旅行中わたくしはクラスメイトに大阪と千葉で会う
機会がありました。そのうちの二人はYWCA やYMCAに
かかわって、よいリーダーとして活躍されています。日本で
は今でも”Y”がキリスト教の団体として活躍し、良い仕事を
しています。
日本のキリスト教信者は少ないですが、ミッション
スクールを出た人たちがよいキリスト者として素晴らしい
働きをしておられます。彼女たちは地の塩であり夜を照らす
ともしびとして日本で頑張っています。

Keiko Kano

“Faith, Hope and Love in Action” plaque placed in the
entrance to Wesley Center building .

Completed in 2011, the Wesley Center was our
first stop on the UMW Japan Mission Tour. The Center
sits on the former site of a residence built for female
missionaries teaching at nearby Aoyama Gakuin. This
location was purchased using donations from United
Methodist Women throughout the United States. At
the entrance to the building, we saw a plaque
honoring the UMW for their support. It was gratifying
to learn that our WLA UMC UMW had contributed to
support the work of the Wesley Foundation.
Located in the Wesley Center, the Wesley
Foundation was founded in the same year the building
was completed. Although the Foundation is relatively
new, it continues the work of missionaries which
began in 1902. The Associate Director, Ms. Natsuko
Takido, gave our group background information on the
Foundation’s purpose and activities. Missionary Rev.
Hikari Kokai Chang, the Director, then gave us a tour of
the building which includes office space as well as
rooms that can be used for seminars, workshops, etc.
The Foundation actively reaches out to young people,
particularly in Asian countries, to encourage the
growth of the Christian community. It provides
scholarships to youth to attend Christian leadership
camps in various countries, including Asian Camp here
in the United States. We were pleased to learn that
Natsuko had participated in Asian Camp at Camp
Lodestar in northern California.
From the Wesley Center we walked a few blocks to
Aoyama Gakuin University where we visited the
former and new chapels. Founded in 1874 by
missionaries from the Methodist Episcopal Church in
the United States, it was comprised of three schools;
the Girls’ Elementary School, Kyusei Girls’ School and
Kaigan Girls’ School. Through the years it evolved
many times into the present day private Aoyama
Gakuin University.
Sadie Hifumi

On Sunday, our group visited the Kobe Jesus Band
Church. I was interested in seeing this church and
learning about its name, which sounded unusual to
me. The Kobe Jesus Band Church is located in the
Kagawa Memorial Center in Kobe. Previous to this
visit, I had not heard of Rev. Toyohiko Kagawa, which
I could hardly believe after I learned about everything
he had accomplished. According to information
provided by the Kagawa Memorial Center, Rev.
Kagawa was considered the most famous Japanese
person in the Western world prior to World War II.
Looking at the displays in the museum, I learned why.
He spent his life supporting various people in need
and working for social reform; supporting women’s
rights, children’s rights, labor unions, farmers’
movement and peace movement, among others. He
was a noted pacifist and was nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize four times and the Nobel Prize in
Literature twice! The location of the Center is where
Rev. Kagawa started his ministry to others in 1909, by
living and working in what was then a slum area. He
was only 21 years old when he did this! At the time,
he was attending seminary and felt there was more
interest in doctrine than applying Christianity through
actions, which moved him to act, providing aid
wherever he saw a need.
The church is located on the same floor as the
museum. We attended worship service, with Rev.
Becky giving the message. The entire service was in
Japanese, but fortunately Rev. Becky had summarized
her message for us on the train ride to Kobe.
Rev. Claudia Genung-Yamamoto, a UMC
missionary who has visited and preached at our
church in the past, met us after the service. In the
museum, she showed us a photo in a book of her
uncle and aunt talking with Rev. Kagawa. After the
service, we had lunch with the pastor and some
members of the congregation in the Café, located on
the same floor of the Memorial Center.
As for the name of the church: originally, Rev.
Kagawa’s ministry was known as the Kyureidan, or
“Soul Saving Group (or Band).” In 1914, he changed
this name to the “Jesus Band”. Mystery solved!
Sharon Kinoshita-Gill
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JAPANESE
MINISTRY
「UMW 女性会 Japan Mission」
4月2日から11日まで、Japan Missionに参加しました。
教会創立88周年を記念してUMW女性会より、海外宣教の実を見る
機会を与えられました。UMW女性会の働きと献金がUMW本部から日本に
約150年間送られています。東京では、まず新しいUMW女性会センター
である「Wesley Foundation」を訪問して、隣にある青山学院、そして
隣町の大久保にある女性シェルターを見学しました。
それから、大阪に移動して、一日休んだ後、日曜日の礼拝を神戸三宮にある賀川豊彦センター内にある
神戸Jesus Band教会で守りました。温かい春日和で桜は満開になり、感謝でした。
次の日は、青森へ移動し、弘前学院とキャンパス内にある海外女性宣教師館（現在は博物館）を訪ねました。
帰りは雪が降り、4月なのに寒い冬を体験したのが印象に残りました。ローカル線の電車に乗り、田舎町の風景を
見ながら、アメリカから来た宣教師は、遠い東北まで主の奉仕のためにきたのだな。。。この厳しい冬の寒さを
耐え人生を捧げたんだな。。。UMW女性会は、多くの実を結んでいるな。。。と主の働きに驚く旅でした。
5月19日（日）礼拝でチームメンバーの証があります。写真を見ながら、主の宣教の業を一緒に感謝したいと
思います。

From April 2-11th, I led a Mission Team to Tokyo, Kobe and Hirosaki. In Tokyo, we visited a newly built
Wesley foundation building (UMW building) in Shibuya, Aoyama-Gakuin which is just next door to Wesley
foundation, and “Kyofukai” women shelter in Okubo (10 minutes from Shibuya).
Next day, we traveled to Osaka and took a rest.
On Sunday, we worshipped at Kobe Jesus Band Church in Sannomiya. We saw a beautiful cherry blossom
along the river!
Monday, we traveled to Aomori. We visited Hirosaki Gakuin and the American Women Missionary housing
(now a museum). The weather was extremely cold that it snowed on Wednesday!!! In a local train to Hirosaki, I
understood that Missionaries came to Tohoku area, far from their homeland, bearing this cold weather every
year. I felt very blessed to see the fruits of UMW ministries in Japan. God really knows how to multiply from
what we give! How many students, teachers, ladies & children we have touched in the name of Jesus….we can’t
even count.
On May 19th, we will hear the testimonies from our team members. Please come and hear (and see the
pictures!) what God has taught us. Our God is great!
平田
日語カレンダー：
5月4日 11時シニアランチ
5月5日 11時礼拝
12時賛美練習
12時半聖書
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5月12日 11時礼拝
12時半聖書
5月19日 11時礼拝
12時賛美練習
12時半聖書

5月26日

11時礼拝
12時賛美練習
12時半聖書
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10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

28

27 Memorial Day

6:30 Kelton AA

7:00 Choir

7:00 Choir

9:30 English Worship Office Closed
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship 9:00 Joint Memorial Day
11:30 Martha&Mary mtg Service @ Woodlawn
Cemetery

26 Praise Band

22

7:00 Spring School Choral

7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Bible Study

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

29

7:00 Bible Study

30

9:30 Newsletter Assembly
10:30 Tai Chi

23

Concert in Sanctuary

10:30 Tai Chi

16

10:30 Tai Chi

15

8:30 FAT Tuesday Men’s 9:30 Alive Now Study
Breakfast, Marie
10:30 Tai Chi
Callender’s

6:30 Kelton AA

20

21

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Membership Class
12:00 SPRC Meeting

19

14

7:00 Choir

13

9:30 English Worship June Newsletter articles
Confirmation Day are due today
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship 2:30 PATH Kitchen Prep
11:15 Membership Class
6:30 Kelton AA

12 Mother’s Day

7:30 Trustee’s Meeting
7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Church Library Open
11:15 UMW Finance Mtg
11:15 Membership Class
2:00 Creation Bible Study

7:00 Choir

10:30 Tai Chi

6:30 Kelton AA

9

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

7

2

1

7:00 Worship Committee
7:00 New Bible Study

Thurs

Wed

8

6

5 Communion

Tues

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship

Mon

Sun

May 2019

7:30 Japanese Film Night

31

24

17

10

3

Fri

Mark your calendar:
All Church Picnic on
July 7, 12:00.

25

11:00 Rev. Mas
Kawashima’s Memorial
Service at UJCC in Clovis

18

10:00 Ohana: Families
with Young Children

11

11:00 Café Aloha

10:00 Centenary UMC Bazaar

4
9:00 Asian Festival
Planning Meeting

Sat

Memorial Day Service
Monday, May 27, 9:00 AM, Woodlawn Cemetery
The 60th annual Memorial Day service at Woodlawn Cemetery will
be held on Monday, May 27. The combined Buddhist and Christian
service, which is open to the public, begins at 9:00 AM.
This Memorial Day marks 60 years since Japanese American
communities on the Westside started to gather at the Ireito (memorial
tower) to honor the area's Issei Pioneer and Nisei soldiers who died in
World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. They endured
hardship and sacrifice in hopes of opportunities now enjoyed by current
and future generations.
West LA UMC is one of seven churches, temples, and centers
sponsoring this event. All are welcome to attend.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com
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