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A Time for Giving Thanks
th

The church will celebrate its 88 Anniversary on Sunday, June 3.
There will be a special worship service, a group picture, and a catered
lunch. Members old and new are invited to attend. Our Bishop will
preach and several former pastors will be present.
Why does a church celebrate its anniversary?
The counting of time is important in our religious tradition. The
book of Genesis tells a story of how God created the heavens and the
earth in 6 days, and rested on the 7th day. It also tells of rains that lasted
40 days and 40 nights. There were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 disciples of
Jesus. After 3 days, Jesus rose from the dead. In our biblical tradition,
numbers matter!

In Japanese culture, the number 88 is important. Known as beiju,
its upper kanji or written character resembles the character for rice,
which plays an essential, almost sacramental, role in Japanese life.
Consequently, beiju has the association of longevity and blessedness. In
Japanese culture, the number 88 matters.
Time matters for Christians because we believe God works in time
or history. God is not merely an idea to ponder, discuss, or debate. We
encounter or experience God in the course of time or everyday life.
Through the church, we experience God when an infant or adult is
baptized. We feel God’s joy when two persons are married. We have
seen God’s tears at the time of a funeral or memorial service. We have
been transformed by God’s power at retreats organized through the
church, such as Asian Camp. We have felt God’s favor when we have
done service on behalf of others. All of these things have happened in
time, the arena through which God has chosen to make God’s self
known.
That is why we will be celebrating the 88th Anniversary of West Los
Angeles United Methodist Church. It is time to stop and give thanks for
all the ways God has revealed God’s grace over the span of 88 years. I
hope you will join in this time of thanksgiving.
Blessings,

Rev. Gary
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Nozomi Uchida
Administrative Assistant
Newsletter Coordinator
westlaumc@gmail.com

Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth—Building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching
out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of
faith is what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:










The church’s 88th Anniversary Celebration on June 3.
Rev. Richard Kuyama’s retirement on June 3 and his plans to preach at West LA on June 17!
Steve Seto, Rose Honda, and their team for organizing the trip to Manzanar on May 5-6.
UMW members Sadie Hifumi, Kuni Ishiwada, Eleanor Nakano, and Lois Tateishi for cooking and
hosting dinner at PATH on May 14.
Manami Kawamura, our special guest pianist on May 20.
Midori Tashiro as she filled in at the Church Office while Nozomi Uchida was on vacation.
Hashimoto Nursery being mentioned in last month’s Westways Magazine.
Ashley Ramsey’s niece, Addisyn Riley, who is showing improvement following a car accident.
our church members who are traveling to Japan on a mission trip, departing on May 23.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the church for a list of prayer concerns.

Parking for Sunday Worship
On most Sunday mornings, church members and guests are allowed to park in the West LA Buddhist
Temple lot on LaGrange, just one-half block south of the church. Stop at the church lot to get a parking pass
from our parking attendant, Naoto Tashiro, each Sunday. Remember to remove your car from the Temple lot
before 1:00 PM when the gate is locked. If you plan to stay in the area for lunch, move your car to the church.
If you are the last to leave the church parking lot, please close the gate and lock the two locks to each
other (not lock to chain). Thank you.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in June
Bring your family and friends
to worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
June 3
88th Bei-ju Anniversary
Celebration of West LA
United Methodist Church
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Bishop Grant Hagiya
preaching.
June 10
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Japan Mission Report.
June 17
4th Sunday after Pentecost
Father’s Day
Rev. Richard Kuyama
preaching.

June 24
5th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Ruth 1:1-11
Sermon series on the Book of
Ruth, friendship and loyalty.

Japan Mission Report
West LA UMC members Lois Tateishi, Steven Seto, Grayson Izumi,
Carolina Izumi and Rev. Becky are on a mission trip to Japan May 23
through June 1. They will report on their experiences on Sunday, June
10 during worship.
We hold our church members in prayer as they travel and serve in
Japan.

Rev. Richard Kuyama
West LA UMC looks forward to welcoming Rev. Richard Kuyama
back to our congregation following his retirement from Centenary United
Methodist Church. Rev. Kuyama will preach on Sunday, June 17 at the
9:30 worship service. Come to worship as we welcome Richard and
Keiko Kuyama back to West LA UMC.

The Book of Ruth
At the end of June, Rev. Gary Oba will begin a 4-part series on the
Book of Ruth. Discover how Elimelech and Naomi move to Moab with
their two sons to escape famine. Hardship and sorrow engulf the family
as the men die and the two daughters-in-law need to make a choice—
will they remain with Naomi or return to their parents’ homes.
The endearing relationship between Ruth and Naomi has much to
teach us about friendship, loyalty, kindness, and restoration.

All Church Picnic Sunday
Looking ahead, be sure to mark your calendar for the combined
worship service on July 29, at 10:30 AM, followed by the annual All
Church Potluck Picnic at Cheviot Hills Park.

Church Library Acknowledgements
The library committee would like to acknowledge gifts from the following members and friends: Susan Lui,
Stacey Hirose, Shig and Akio Takeshita, Fusako Hamamoto, Toshi Setoguchi, Arnold Maeda, Pamela Ryder, Dr.
Yosh Setoguchi, Kathi Yamasaki, Jeanne Roe Smith and Kathy Orebaugh. Thanks to Barry Amos for stabilizing
our new book cases. Saburo and Pat Setoguchi, Sam Dote and I moved the Asian American Experience books
to the new shelves. We still need to rearrange the rest of the shelves. Thanks also to Keiko Kano, Sets
Yamashita, Kathy Orebaugh, and Saburo and Pat Setoguchi for processing over 100 books.

Church Library Open
Sundays, June 10 and July 1, 11:00 AM—12:00 Noon
Take time to enjoy our church library, located on the second floor of the Learning Center. The shelves are
filled with books on religion, theology, Asian American history, and Japanese language resources. You will also
find a terrific Children’s section with books, videos, and kid-size tables and chairs for reading.
It’s free to borrow and enjoy. Please visit the Library.
Jean Dote, Library Chairperson
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Manzanar Trip —May 5-6, 2018
The following reflections were recorded by participants of the May 5-6 Manzanar Trip. Please go to the church website for
the full written reflections of participants:
MIKE ELLIS
State of Grace. With beautiful weather, we encountered a wonderful determination of the spirit to rise above hatred and
prejudice and show true human dignity in the ability to care and improve any conditions that may arise. A truly terrible
and heart wrenching period of time, but seeing people that were actually there, some in tears at loved ones lost, still brave
and kind and honest, makes one believe in the human spirit again.
BETSY HITESHEW, friend of Rose Honda
I was astonished at the strength of all those who endured and created a rich community life. I felt anger at the injustice
perpetrated against my fellow citizens, a sense of shame that these actions were taken in my name, and a realization that I
need to be a witness to these shameful acts so that they never happen again.
JOHN HELEEN, friend of Rose Honda
I realized how important it is to keep the memory of Manzanar alive, especially now with all that's going on in our country.
I was thinking the "community" helped them make the best of a bad situation. I felt that sense of community from the
warm and friendly folks on the bus. It made me realize I need to become more involved with community. I was thinking of
attending one of your Sunday services.
ROSE HONDA
The journey to Manzanar was very special for me. My childhood friend Hope Sterling Kelly kept a letter I had written to her
dated October 1942 from Camp. In the 75 years since, she had been trying to contact me. We finally met in August 2017.
I was thrilled to share the visit to Manzanar with Hope, my long lost friend after 75 years, and her friend Yolanda.
MIDORI OVERZYL
I had such a great time in learning history and meeting great people. I appreciate the hospitality from the members of the
church!
“今回は初めてバスTripに参加させていただきありがとうございます。Bishopにはもう何度も行っているのに、
Manzanarがその途中にあることさえずっと知らず、もちろん行ったこともなかったので、とてもこの機会が有
り難かったと思っております。百聞は一見に如かずといいますが、実際の大きさの建物に入り、またManzanar
で生活をされていた方々からお話をきかせてもらったり、とても貴重な体験をさせてもらいました。Churchの素
晴らしい皆さんともお会いできてとても嬉しかったです。またバスTripがとてもOrganizeされており、Steveそし
て教会の企画Committeeの方々に感謝しております。本当にありがとうございました。”
TOSHIO AND KEIKO TAKAHASHI
This is our fourth time visiting Manzanar. Toshio's great-great? uncle and wife were there. We found their names. The
scenery from there was very beautiful, but we feel that it was a tough life.
SCOTT NAKAATARI
Throughout the trip to Manzanar I
felt a strong sense of community in
all aspects. I felt it when the bus
stopped by the Japanese Institute
of Sawtelle and pulled down the
window shades in the bus. I felt it
when we ate lunch at the mess hall
at the Manzanar internment camp.
Viewing the pictures and photos at
the Manzanar museum of interned
Japanese American families and
friends, I can only imagine the
importance of community in
helping them survive in those
difficult times.
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ADAM KIM, 14 years old
I think my most memorable part was having all the people who were interned there during the war, because there were
many stories about the camp and place--how it was during the war. Another memorable part was the Alabama Hills where
we climbed and hiked over rocks and such. And for the second or third time in my life, I felt wind that strong.
BENNETT KIM, 14 years old
The trip to Manzanar with the church was a great experience. Talking to Rose about what it was like for her at that time
because we can't have the same experience from just visiting now. Another fun part was going inside the barracks and
eating in the mess hall. This gave me a better sense what it looked like originally. Probably my favorite part was the garden
in Manzanar. It showed me just what the people kept in there could accomplish, even in their state of mind and harsh
conditions.
MAKIKO TOHMATSU
As a Japanese who lives in this country, especially in this community, I appreciate all of you having me on this memorable
trip and sharing your experiences. There were so many thoughts during this trip and all thoughts ended up with simply
"Thank You".
この国、そしてこのコミュニティーに住む日本人として、皆さんと一緒に今回の旅に参加できたことはとても
貴重な経験となりました。沢山考えさせられる旅でしたが、全ての思いは感謝のひと言に尽きました。本当に
ありがとうございました。
REI KURATA
Although I know I could never understand the pain they had, I felt the sense of solidarity that got them through the
hardship, which I always feel from our church community too. It comforted me a lot and gave me a great hope that we can
get over many things if we're together.
Jaylah's 3 picks of the trip were staying in a nice hotel, having fun with Eliza, and Rev Gary. She said "he hugged me."
Jaylah is a very spiritual child. I am pretty sure she feels a great love from Gary and everybody in the group. Jaylah loves
the church community and she brings a lot of joy to us.
MIKE AND CAROL LAU from Honolulu, HI, cousins of Bart Maeda, niece of Sumio Maeda
We would like to thank everyone for your warmth and welcoming us to the WLAUMC ohana. We especially enjoyed
speaking to so many of you, including hearing the personal stories about life in Manzanar - thanks Rose, Grace, and
Eleanor! Through the park rangers’ efforts, we were able to retrieve new information on our relatives. Though we are back
in Honolulu, the memories of the Manzanar trip will not be forgotten anytime soon. Aloha and Mahalo.
Next month’s Newsletter will contain more reflections from the Manzanar Trip.

United Methodist Women News
Marie Callender’s Fundraiser 2018
The UMW’s annual Marie Callender’s fundraiser on Thursday, April 26, provided a great
opportunity for friends and members to socialize and eat out for a good cause. Proceeds from
the day totaled $594.78, with an additional $130 in donations given by friends. Thank you to all
participants and donors, for making this event a success, and for your support of the UMW.

PATH
United Methodist Women Gal Friday Circle members Sadie Hifumi (Leader), Eleanor Nakano, Midori
Tashiro, Lois Tateishi, and Nihongo Circle member Kuni Ishiwada prepared dinner for the clients at West LA
PATH on Monday, May 14. The PATH clients and staff members enjoyed the delicious dinner of shepherd’s pie,
green salad, rolls, and dessert of apple cake with ice cream. Thank you to Scott Naakatari, Social Action Chair,
who joined us at dinner to help and visited with the clients during this mealtime.
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Habitat for Humanity Culver City Build 2018 Update and
Jazz For Friends Performance/Celebration
Foundations (some) are laid – even though not all 10 homes are funded to a minimal
level…. (Crikey!) -But work is started, and fund-raising continues.
To help meet the funding deficit, a “Jazz for Friends” / “Foundations are Laid” Party
and fund-raising concert, sponsored by the Westside Christian Coalition is planned for
Saturday, June 2, from 7:00 – 9:00 PM at the Venice Japanese Community Center, on
Braddock Ave. Tickets are $25 for a single person or a single family. That’s right – bring the whole family for the
same price and join us for fun and Jazz! Tickets can be purchased at the VJCC door, or Sundays at WLAUMC
from Bob Bailey, Kay Yang or maybe Kenneth Ho!
Meanwhile WLAUMC been asked to round up volunteers for specific dates identified for volunteer build
activity. Build activity may include general movement of materials, painting, hammering, sawing, installing
insulation and the like. There will be jobs for all skills and all levels.
Bob Bailey (or Mission Group substitute) will be on the patio on Sundays with sign-up sheets for volunteers
for specific dates. We will have 6-8 slots on specific Saturdays in 2018 and 2019. Please bring your calendar
and sign up for dates when you can work. (We will also sign up 1-2 substitutes in case of unplanned absences.)
Lunch will be provided each Saturday, and Kay Yang has volunteered to lead a lunch preparation team on
the day lunch duty is assigned to WLAUMC.
Come work with your friends, make new friends and share the fellowship of helping needy families obtain
their own dream house.
Note: The Westside Christian Coalition-sponsored home IS funded for over the threshold level. We have raised
approximately $157,000 to date, but some of the other 10 houses are not fully funded yet. We are helping the
project to raise total funds, so that work can proceed simultaneously on more houses. This makes economy-ofscale sense, because the general home building process is more efficient if the scale of the effort is larger.

Japanese Film Night
Friday, June 29, 7:30 PM
June’s film is “MOTHER”, directed by Mikio Naruse. This 1951 black&white
film stars Kinuyo Tanaka, Kyoko Kagawa, Eiji Okada, and Daisuke Kato.
The film is based on the on a prize-winning entry of a school essay-writing
competition and screenplay by Yuko Mizuki. The film depicts a tough period in the
life of Masako Fukuhara who struggles to look after an ill son from dust of velvetmaking workshop, a husband ill from overwork in the war, a young girl, a younger
boy cousin and a teenage daughter Toshiko. Forced to take over the family drycleaning business after the death of her husband, Masako also attempts to cope
with her daughter's rebellious behavior. Masako works on uncomplaining and
efficiently, while enjoying the pleasures of watching her children grow up.
The film is free and open to the public. Everyone is welcome.

Tai Chi Class Changes
June 27 and 28
Please note the changes in Tai Chi class on June 27 and 28 while the Kizuna Camp is hosted at the church.
The June 27 class will be held at a location to be decided, and the June 28 class is cancelled. Please see George
or Keiko Kikuta for more information.
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Memorial Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of Memorial Offerings.

Easter Offering
Please contact the church for a list of additional Easter Offerings.

Special Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of Special Offerings.

Altar Flowers in May
For peace on the Korean
Peninsula
Cooke Sunoo, Rev. Becky and
Yoshi Hirata
In memory of Charles T. Inatomi
Inatomi, Yamaguchi, and Brush
families
In memory of Kimiyo Kikuta
George and Keiko Kikuta
There are several
opportunities to donate flowers
for Sunday worship this summer.
If you wish to donate, please sign
up in the Social Hall or contact the
church at 310-479-1379.
The church office can suggest
florists that are familiar with our
sanctuary and can deliver your
selected arrangement.

Vacation Bible School
We look forward to welcoming the
children to a meaningful and fun-filled
week of Bible stories, singing, science,
crafts and culture.
Please mark your calendars for the
VBS Teachers and Volunteers Meeting
on Sunday, June 10 at 11:15 AM in the
Learning Center.
The Youth Assistants Prep Night is
on Friday, July 6, 6:00-8:00 PM in the
Social Hall.
This year’s Mission Project will be
collecting canned goods to support the
580 Café and a local food bank. We will
begin collecting donations on Sunday,
July 8.
Thank you for your support!
Registration closes on June 15.
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JAPANESE MINISTRY
「88周年の恵み」
ウエストロサンゼルス合同メソジスト教会は創立88周年を迎えました。1930年、7名の祈り
によりスタートした教会は、恵みと憐れみ豊かな主なる神様により88年の歩みを覚える時を
与えられました。
主の不思議なる御手により、私はウエストロサンゼルス合同メソジスト教会に導かれまし

た。11年前に京都から引っ越しをしてきて、10年前にWLA教会に導かれ奉仕をするようにな
りました。
日系教会は、日本から来た移民者、又は短期滞在者がアメリカ英語社会で生活をするなか、
主に祈り願い、心癒され、励まされる場を与え続けてきた大事な信仰の家族です。この教会
に来て、キリストの愛が注がれる教会が、人間にとってどれほど大事であるかが分かりまし
た。WLA教会ってフレンドリーで温かいなと思ったのです。これは、88年前、一世が建てた
時から流れる信仰の軌跡だろう。。。88年の間、世界経済恐慌、太平洋戦争など、日系移民
者の生活は信仰よらずには、今日がなかったと思うからです。

主の恵みと憐れみは人の考えをはるかに超えています。主に守られた88年を覚え、この記念
すべき日に、私達は信仰を新たにし、聖霊の導きを受けて、聖書信仰に堅くたつ教会を目指
し祈り歩みたいと思います。
In 1930, 7 people prayed and started WLAUMC. 88 years of faith journey is just amazing. I could only
be thankful to our Lord Jesus for His grace and mercy for giving us our church family.
I moved from Kyoto 11 years ago and came to WLA ten years ago. My first impression was…people
are friendly and nice…this is little different from Japanese churches I have been to…. Issei left this
faith legacy to love and care for each other, knowing the hardships in immigrant lives. We remember
to pray earnestly to Jesus, to comfort & encourage each other by His Word. I could just see how

日本 語部カレンダー

11時半ランチョン

6/17（日）11時礼拝
12時日語協議会

5/23-6/1 日本短期宣教
6/3（日）10時半88周年合同
礼拝
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6/10（日）11時礼拝
12時フェローシプ

6/24（日）11時礼拝
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9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship

24 Praise Band

25

6:30 Kelton AA

26

8:30 Fat Tuesday
Breakfast at Marie
Callender’s

19

17 Father’s Day

18

7:00 Choir

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship

12

9:30 English Worship
July and August
9:45 Sunday School
Newsletter articles are
10:30 Fellowship Time
due today.
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 VBS Teacher’s Mtg 6:30 Kelton AA

7:00 Choir

5

Tues

10 Japan Mission Rept 11

6:30 Kelton AA
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3 88th Anniversary

10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Group Photo
11:45 Luncheon

Mon

Sun

Ju n e 2 0 1 8

7:00 Sawtelle
Japantown Meeting

28

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Newsletter Assembly

21

Kizuna Camp Week at the Church.

27

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

14

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi
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Thurs

Set-up for 88th
Anniversary Celebration

Set-up for 88th
Anniversary Celebration

10:00 UMW Gal Friday
Circle Meeting

15

11:00 Staff Meeting

8

2

1 Japan Mission Trip Returns

16

8:45 Readiness 360
Training Meeting at
Belmont Heights UMC

9

7:00 Habitat Jazz &
Friends Concert at VJCC

Sat

Fri

7:30 Japanese Movie
Night “Mother”

29

22

9:00 Martha Mary Circle
Meeting and Crafting

30

Kizuna Camp Week
Meeting and Set-up

23

Cal-Pac United Methodist Annual Conference in Redlands, CA.

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

20

10:30 Tai Chi

13

7:00 Staff Parish
Relations Meeting

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

6

Wed

88th Bei-ju Anniversary
Sunday, June 3
10:30 AM Combined Worship Service
Group Photo immediately following worship
Lunch in Social Hall
West LA United Methodist Church welcomes you to the
church’s 88th Bei-ju Anniversary Celebration on Sunday,
June 3. Bishop Grant Hagiya will preach at the 10:30
Worship Service. Following worship, everyone will gather
for a full-congregation photo. Lunch will be served in the
Social Hall. Everyone is welcome!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

June 2018
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

