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Rev. Janet Cromwell, Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com
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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote spiritual
growth - Building a community of
faith and making disciples of Christ
by reaching out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of faith
is what we are about.
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More Like You
The theme that will guide our church for the next year is, “More Like
You.” In this case, the “you” refers to Jesus.
“More Like You” is a song we sing in church. The song begins
More like you, Jesus, more like you.
Fill my heart with your desire to make me more like you.
The simple lyrics tell a profound truth: our aim as Christians is to
become more like Jesus.
Some might say, “Well, that’s pretty obvious, isn’t it?” However,
when we see how some Christians act, it is not altogether clear who they
are following. When Christians condemn people of other faiths, when
they condone acts of violence against those with whom they disagree,
when they side against the poor, then they are not following Jesus. When
Jesus called his disciples and said, “Come, follow me,” by follow he
meant imitate.
What does it look like to imitate Jesus? Judging from the record
(namely the gospels), following Jesus means forgiving our enemies,
helping the poor, comforting the afflicted, defending the weak, and
befriending the outcasts. It means attempting the impossible if it will help
others. And it means risking the condemnation of others to do what is
right and good.
When we do these things, we don’t have to preach about God, but we
will make God known.
To imitate Jesus, we have to know what Jesus did. That is why Bible
study or reading books about Jesus is so important. The more we know
about Jesus, the more closely we can follow him.
As you make your resolutions for the coming year, please consider
including the church’s theme, More Like You, in your list. The more we
become like Jesus, as individuals and the church, the more we will make
God known, which is our chief aim as Christians.
On the journey with you,

Rev. Gary Oba

Page 1

January 2016

Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings for January
These readings serve as the foundation for the
Wednesday morning Bible Study and Sunday morning
9:30 Worship Service. By reading these scripture
lessons during the week, you can prepare your heart
and mind for Sunday worship.
January 3

Mark 1:21-45

January 10

Mark 2:1-22

January 17

Mark 4:1-34

January 24

Mark 5:21-43

January 31

Mark 6:1-29

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
The sanctuary is open on Thursday
mornings at 9:30 AM to pray for persons
on the church’s prayer list. The Prayer
Ministry provides a calm and peaceful
time to sit, pray, and listen for God’s
guidance. To receive an updated copy of the Prayer
List, contact Lina Yamaguchi at the church office at
310-479-1379.
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

January 9:30 AM Worship Services

Sunday School and Bible Studies

January 3 – 10:30 AM Joint Family Worship,
Epiphany Sunday and Holy Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Mark 1:21-34
Theme: Jesus was compassionate towards those
who were sick.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Children’s Sunday School
It is a new year to grow in faith and knowledge
through Sunday School! Children and youth are
encouraged to come each Sunday to learn, have fun,
and make new friends.
Birth to K Nursery (Next to sanctuary)
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (Second floor)

st

January 10 – 1 Sunday after the Epiphany
Baptism and Membership
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Mark 2:1-22
Theme: For Jesus, forgiveness was more important
than rules.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Tuesday Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in the Learning Center.
Tuesday Night Bible Study will resume on January
12, commencing a 9-week study of James, using the
N.T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guide. Please let
Rev. Gary know if you would like the office to order the
study guide for you ($7). The office can also order the
commentary that goes along with the guide (N. T.
Wright Early Christian Letters for Everyone, $13). New
participants are always welcome.

nd

January 17 – 2 Sunday after the Epiphany
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Mark 4:1-34
Theme: Jesus proclaimed God's presence even
when that news was not welcomed.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.
rd

January 24 – 3 Sunday after the Epiphany
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Mark 5:21-43
Theme: Jesus healed without regard to class or
other distinctions.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. See page 2 of
this Newsletter for the weekly scripture lessons. Rev.
Gary leads the discussion and new members are
always welcome. This Study Group will not meet on
Wednesday, December 30.

th

January 31 – 4 Sunday after the Epiphany
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Mark 6:1-29
Theme: Jesus told the truth to power.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Men’s Bible Study Group

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Periodic Thursdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Thursday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.

Baptism and Membership
West LA United Methodist
welcomes new members into this
community of faith through
baptism, profession of faith, or
transfer of membership. New
members will be received on
January 10. Another series of
three Membership Classes will be
held in the new year in preparation for Membership
Sunday around Easter.

A Prayer for the New Year
As we begin this new year, let’s be reminded of
these reassuring words from Jeremiah 29:11…
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.”
Creator God, we give you thanks for a new year
and the opportunities that it brings to each of our lives.
Renew us with your presence and guide us with your
Spirit, that we might follow your Son, Jesus, more
closely. Amen.

If you are interested in receiving more information
on baptism and membership for yourself or a family
member or child, please contact one of the pastors.
You can also find information on Baptism in the
United Methodist Church on the church’s webpage
under “Get Involved.”
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Ohana 2.0 Gathering
January 9, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Do you ever have that craving for that special dish
that you yearn to eat, but eat only once a year? To get
the New Year off to a great start, please bring an
entree/dish that brings back fond childhood memories
of that particular holiday dish (i.e. Thanksgiving,
Christmas or New Year’s). Be ready to share your
personal “story” with others that day.
We are honored to have Jeri Okamoto lead Ohana
in January. Her topic is "Use Your Words - Capturing
Those Fleeting Moments of Childhood.” She writes, “A
picture may be worth a thousand words, but a
thousand words about a childhood picture could be a
priceless treasure for your child someday. We will
discuss ways to preserve your love, hopes and dreams
for your child and the sweet, funny and crazy
memories of childhood and parenthood with words,
rather than just a million snapshots on your phone.
By slowing down, observing and paying attention
to the small details of our children's lives we become
more spiritual and mindful parents, grateful for these
small moments and memories. Taking a break to
reflect and write can also become a spiritual and
prayerful daily practice. Don't worry if you hated
English class -- if you can tweet, email or text, you can
"use your words" to create a lasting book of memories
for your child. Bring a favorite photo and notebook.”
Jeri’s essays have appeared in Adoptive Families
Magazine, the Discover Nikkei Journal, Guideposts
and other publications
Jane Shimotsu
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thanksgiving Meal Preparation and Delivery

Once again, our Youth Leaders and youth
gathered on Thanksgiving Eve to assemble food boxes
and prepare three full Thanksgiving dinners for families
in need. Thanks to all of the church members and
friends who donated turkeys, canned goods, and gift
cards that were given to the families.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Inside Out, 4th – 6th Grade Retreat
January 17-18
Mark your calendar for the
th
th
4 – 6 Grade Retreat,
beginning Sunday, January 17
at 3:00 PM and concluding on
Monday, January 19 at 11:00
AM. We'll have fun bowling,
making dinner, watching
“Inside Out”, talking, laughing,
and helping others through a mission project!
Participants will stay overnight in the Learning Center
(and try to get some sleep!).
Registration Forms will be sent to families. Friends
are welcome.
The Retreat Leaders are Sharon Kinoshita Gill,
Lenny Gill, Mike Dote, and Rev. Janet Cromwell.

Family Christmas Worship - December 13

Thanks to our talented children and youth who
presented the Christmas story, entitled “Joy to the
World”, during worship on December 13.
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Humanity Play Project
Monday, January 18,
7:00 PM, Sanctuary
An original oneact play will be
presented at our
church in recognition
of Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday. The
presentation by
professional and amateur performers is in response to
the terrible murder of nine people in Charleston, South
Carolina on June 17, 2015. It will be a curated evening
of dance, poetry, song and theatre striving, in their
words, “… to engage community and inspire social
action. Together, we hope to build a future where
acceptance, empathy and education reign over
discrimination, hate, and ignorance.”
Jane Bacon, of WLAUMC, will recite one of her
poems while accompanied by acoustic guitar and
dancers. Carolyn Marie Wright, a young playwright and
Actor’s Equity member, will perform her one act play
with members of the Humanity Play Project ensemble.
Others in their arts collective will also perform in the
evening presentation.
All church members, friends and community
members are invited to attend the performance in our
sanctuary, January 18 at 7:00 PM. For those who can
afford it, a suggested donation of $10 is requested. All
proceeds will support a WLAUMC project.
Further information is available at their website:
www.HumanityPlayProject.org.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Adam Vargas (far right) with his Japan Mission Team.

Adam Vargas’ Japan Mission Report
Adam Vargas is a young man who worshipped
with us before departing to Japan to serve as a
missionary for The Navigators. Here is
his recent report:
Through all of your love and
support we have finally arrived in
Japan. It has been in a whirlwind of
getting set up and adjusting to our new
lives in Tokyo.
On our first weekend, we met over 70 students,
alumni, and staff from different parts of Japan at
Working Together, a conference aimed towards
learning how to be better workers. Using Colossians
3:12-15 as a starting point, we discussed the
importance of compassion, kindness, humility, patience,
and forgiveness in all relationships and how that
translates into the workplace. Our hope is that the
students and alumni would desire not only the wisdom
that comes from the Bible, but also desire to know God,
the source of that wisdom. Throughout the weekend,
students and alumni were given a chance to develop
their leadership skills through leading various
workshops related to their passions.

Five Wishes – Planning and Discussing
before It is Too Late
Sunday, January 31, 1:302:30 PM
You may be a health
care agent for your spouse,
parents and possibly a friend.
You may need to help in
making important decisions.
Come to the January 31
presentation and discussion of important issues related
to being a health care agent, the health care directive
document, and planning for the future.
As a family of faith, we have a unique opportunity
to start talking about what we want at the end of our
lives on earth and how to show our love for others.
If you have questions about this presentation,
please contact Pamela Ryder.

West L.A. Connections

I am so excited to continue learning about
Japanese culture and developing deep relationships
with the students in Tokyo. Now that things are settling
down, it feels as if there is room for my roots to grow
here in Japan as I call this place my home.
Will you please pray for our relationships with the
students that we can grow in trusting one another and
our language learning so that we may better
communicate with others.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~
If you would like to support Adam in his ministry,
go to http://www.navigators.org/donate; under the
section Give to Staff type in my ID number (23822425);
under "Adam Vargas, Japan Tokyo" is the link make a
donation click on the link select the amount and the
options below it and add to cart.
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West District Training Conference
January 30, 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Holman UMC
The West District Training Conference includes
inspiring worship, informative workshops, lunch, and
fellowship with persons from churches throughout LA.
This year’s workshops include Making Space for
God, Hands-On Children’s Ministries, Young Adult
Spiritual Survival Skills, Older Adult Ministries, Prayer
and Spiritual Discernment, Fresh Worship Design,
Trustees, Finances, and more! For a complete list of
Workshops, please visit: www.calpacwestdistrict.org
and click on 2016 West District Leadership Training.
For those who are planning to attend, the church
will pay the early registration fee of $10. To register,
contact Lina Yamaguchi at the church office by
January 8.
Plan to join our pastors at the West District
Training Conference on Saturday, January 30 at
Holman UMC, 3320 W Adams Blvd, Los Angeles.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

30s & 40s Singles
New Year’s Celebration Party
Friday, January 22, 7:30 PM
Rev. Becky Hirata invites all singles who are in
their 30s or 40s to a New Year’s Celebration Party at
Mike Dote’s home on Friday, January 22 at 7:30 PM.
This will be an opportunity to have dinner and
fellowship with other singles of the church. For more
information about the gathering, please contact Rev.
Becky Hirata at pastorwlaumc@yahoo.co.jp or Mike
Dote at mkdote@yahoo.com.

People Assisting The Homeless (PATH)

30
1

The Social Action Committee is looking for
volunteers to participate in dinner preparation and
service for PATH in 2016.
The dinners will be the 2nd Monday of each odd
month (January, March, May, etc.) and located at the
PATH transitional housing facility assisting veterans at
2346 Cotner Ave, Los Angeles. Please contact Michi
Matsuda (matsudamichi@aol.com) or Scott Nakaatari
(nakaatari99@yahoo.com) if you are interested.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

7:30

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tanoshimi-kai Trip
April 1-5, 2016
Tanoshimi-kai will venture to San Francisco and
San Jose from Friday, April 1 through Tuesday, April 5.
Highlights of this trip include a two-night stay at the
Hotel Nikko and Sunday service at Glide Memorial
United Methodist Church in San Francisco, a visit to
the Winchester House and the Japanese American
Museum in San Jose, and lunch at Harris Ranch
coming home.
Please contact Eleanor Nakano for more
information or if you would like to place a reservation
for this trip.
Please note that Tanoshimi-kai will not have an
outing during February due to the projected forecast of
the El Nino weather this winter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Japanese Film Night
Friday, January 29, 7:00 PM, Sanctuary
Happy New Year! Greg, Jean and David Shikata
will kick off the 2016 Japanese Film Nights starting on
Friday, January 29, 7:00 PM (a half hour earlier in
January only).
The feature film is “KANO,” an abbreviated name
of the Taiwan vocational high school baseball team
made up of a tri-ethnic group Taiwanese, Japanese
and native Han Chinese players. KAgi NOrin (KANO)
is a multi-award-winning film based on the multicultural
baseball team that took Japan’s national high-school
championships by storm in 1931. Taiwanese director
Wei Te-sheng brings to light the spiritual feeling of the
sportsmanship of both the game and the team.
Come and join us! Free and open to the public.

West L.A. Connections
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Library Open for Borrowing & Browsing
Sunday, January 10, 11:00 AM
nd
Learning Center 2 Floor
The Church Library will be open for reading and
borrowing books on Sunday, January 10 from 11:00
AM to 12:00 Noon. A large number of books and
DVDs for children and adults have been added to the
collection.
Come, see the library, and enjoy the many
resources that are available to church members.
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25th Thanksgiving Dinner – Thank you!

Charge Conference Prayer

This year’s Thanksgiving
dinner was enjoyed by about
30 guests. We all enjoyed the
delicious food including two
big turkeys donated by
Robert Bailey and Frances
Uchida. Also on the menu
were a glazed ham by Jr.
Aguilar, traditional
Thanksgiving side dishes,
Tamales by Izumi family, Kaki
(Persimmons) from Maeda's
garden and sweet by Mrs.
Takata. We received special
donation from Shaun Toub
(Toshio Takahashi’s
customer). Thank you for our
Youth for setting up tables and chairs.
Rev. Gary Oba and Rev. Janet Cromwell greeted
guests. Rev. Becky Hirata led the singing of Christmas
songs. Chefs were Suzuki family (Rick, Yumiko, Toru
and Lisa), Teruo Miyake, Naoto Tashiro and Keiko
Takahashi. Thank you for your prayers and generous
donation supporting this ministry. (WLAUMC Nichigo)
Thank you, Keiko Takahashi
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Min Yasui receives Presidential
Medal of Freedom
President Barack Obama named
the late Min Yasui as one of the
seventeen recipients of the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
Nation’s highest civilian honor,
presented to individuals who have
made especially meritorious
contributions to the security or national interests of the
United States, to world peace, or to cultural or other
significant public or private endeavors. The awards
were presented at the White House on November 24.
Minoru Yasui was a civil and human rights leader
known for his continuous defense of the ideals of
democracy embodied in our Constitution. A graduate of
the University of Oregon School of Law, Yasui
challenged the constitutionality of a military curfew
order during World War II on the grounds of racial
discrimination, and spent nine months in solitary
confinement during the subsequent legal battle. In
1943, the Supreme Court upheld the military curfew
order. Yasui spent the rest of his life appealing his
wartime conviction. At the time of his death in 1986, he
had successfully convinced a trial court to vacate his
arrest, and a case challenging the constitutionality of
his conviction was pending before the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Yasui also spent his life
fighting for the human and civil rights of all people.
We join Tim Yasui’s family in the good news of this
high honor for his uncle, Min Yasui.

The following prayer was offered by Stan Shimotsu at
the November 22, Charge Conference:
Living and Loving God, Our Creator, Our
Redeemer in Christ Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, that is
alive and sustains us always:
We thank you for the beauty of this glorious day
and for all the blessings of our lives. Be present as we
enter into this Charge Conference, renewed and
energized by our mission to inspire the world as
passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may
experience Your life giving love.
We thank you for calling us to be witnesses to the
infinite power of your light that shines into the darkness
of this world; And we thank you for calling us to an allinclusive discipleship that is welcoming, nurturing,
empowering and alive with divine energy and the call
to serve.
We open our hearts and we lift up prayers for
those in need, those in pain and in need of your loving
comfort and healing touch – in this Church, our
Community of Faith, in our nation and in our world.
Help us to be filled with your grace, abundant with love
as we strive to provide a place of safety and belonging
for all.
Free us Lord, free us from the fears, prejudices
and hatreds which blinds us to the truth that all who
walk this earth are all your children, our brothers and
sisters. Help us to be agents of change and children of
peace. And enlighten us as only you can to reveal
your truth that we may be seekers of justice in our
nation and in our world – justice tempered by reason
and strengthened by compassion and love.
Lord, lead us by your light, uphold us by your
strength, and unite us in love. Lord, this we pray in
Jesus the Christ whom you called your Beloved. Amen.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West L.A. Connections

To the Members of West LA UMC
We are delighted to announce
that the meals from your meal
packaging event on August 15 have
been shipped in a container totaling
285,120 meals from our Southern
California warehouse.
The meals will be received by
our in-country partner Salesian
Missions in Timor-Leste. Salesian
Missions is a network of 34,000 Priests, Brothers and
Sisters around the world who work to enable poor and
suffering children to live better lives and build brighter
futures.
Thank you for volunteering with Stop Hunger Now.
We truly appreciate your dedication and commitment to
the vision of a world without hunger.
Gratefully,
Ryan Pond, Program Manager
Stop Hunger Now Southern California
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United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

Purpose of United Methodist Women
“United Methodist Women is a community of women
“United
a community
of women
whoseMethodist
purpose isWomen
to knowisGod
and to experience
whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,
to develop a creative supportive fellowship and
to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church.”

UMW Welcomes New Leadership for 2016
We are delighted to announce that Eleanor
Nakano has accepted the very important responsibility
of Chairperson of the UMW for the coming new year.
She is assuming this role in spite of her many other
obligations (as leader of the Altar Guild and Tanoshimi
Kai, among others). "Ask a busy person...." Thank
you, Eleanor, for undertaking this additional task and
we look forward to another active and fulfilling year
under your leadership, with the support of your
excellent Board (announced in December newsletter).
As we welcome Eleanor, we extend our deep
appreciation to our outgoing Chairperson, Rose
Honda. Another very busy person, she accepted this
additional responsibility and we thank Rose for her
commitment and dedication to the mission of the UMW
throughout 2015.

80+ UMW ladies exchanging their “tech skills” after a
delicious holiday luncheon.

UMW Holiday Luncheon
Some forty-four celebrants, including our pastors,
the Revs. Gary Oba, Janet Cromwell and Becky Hirata
feasted on a sumptuous buffet of salad, Miso Salmon,
Rotisserie Chicken, Brisket of Beef and side dishes at
Truxton's Restaurant in Westchester on Sunday,
December 13.
Our outgoing Chairperson, Rose Honda, welcomed
our incoming Chairperson, Eleanor Nakano.
Everyone enjoyed the festive atmosphere of the
holiday season with time to relax and enjoy fellowship
with one another.
Thanks to Lois Tateishi for filling the "goody bags"
with special Christmas gifts consists of holiday candy,
magnets, and cards created Aiko Harada for all the
attendees and serving as liaison with the restaurant.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UMW Membership Renewal Due Now
Our Treasurer, Lois Tateishi, is accepting
membership pledges through the month of January.
The sum of $10 collected does not remain with us, but
is sent directly to the District UMW.
Your pledge serves as a reminder of your
commitment to the mission of the UMW. As such, we
ask you to accept the responsibility thoughtfully, with a
full understanding of your obligations as a member of
the UMW.
For our UMW fellowship to achieve its goals, we
need your full participation by attending meetings,
supporting our program, assuming responsibilities as
leaders or assistants; in short, being an active,
contributing member. With your help, we look forward
to a dynamic New Year!

Women’s Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, April 23-24
The church’s annual
Women’s Retreat will
take place on April 23-24,
at Aldersgate Retreat
Center in Pacific
Palisades. Our theme of
“Lavender Springs Spa:
Where Women Rest in
God’s Faithfulness” is
sure to be an inspiring, relaxing and renewing time.
Registration Forms will be available mid-January.
The Early Bird Retreat Fee is $99 before February 28.
Your early registration will help us plan for a great
Retreat! See Cindy Morimoto or Rev. Janet Cromwell
for a flier and details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Donate Your Christmas Cards
We welcome donations of your colorful Christmas
card fronts for gift tags and decorative holiday projects.
Simply remove the fronts and place them in the basket
in the Social Hall. Thank you!
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January 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 Happy New Year!

Saturday

2

Church office closed.

3

4

10:30am Joint Worship Service
12:00pm All-Church Potluck
Luncheon

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

10

11

5

6

7

No 80+ Women’s
Luncheon in January

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Choir Practice

12

13

14
9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:00pm Choir Practice
7:30pm Altar Guild Mtg

No Bible Study

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:00am Library Opens
11:15am Women’s Retreat Mtg

6:00pm PATH Meal Service
6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:00pm Play Rehearsal
7:30pm Finance Mtg

17

18 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

19

20

21

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
3:00pm 4th-6th Grade Retreat
begins

King Jr’s Birthday Holiday
Church office closed.
11:00am 4th-6th Grade Retreat
concludes
7:00pm Humanity Play Project

24

25

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
7:00pm Praise Band Practice

7:30pm Bible Study

26

7:30pm Trustee’s Mtg

7:00pm Choir Practice

27

28

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

7:30pm Bible Study

7:00pm Choir Practice

8

9
9:30am UCLA Dance Group
10:00am Ohana 2.0 Gathering

15

16
9:00am Play Rehearsal
9:30am Worship Committee Mtg
9:30am UCLA Dance Group

22

23

7:30pm Singles New Year
Party (30-40 years) at Mike
Dote’s Residence

29

9:30am UCLA Dance Group
10:00am Admin Council Mtg
4:00pm Praise Band Practice

30

7:00pm Japanese Film
Night

8:00am – 2:00pm West District
Training Workshops at
Holman UMC
4:00pm Praise Band Practice

31
9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:00am UMW Board Meeting
1:30pm Five Wishes Seminar
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Celebrate the New Year!
Joint New Year Worship Service
and Potluck Luncheon
Sunday, January 3
10:30 AM
Celebrate the gift of a fresh new year at the combined English and
Japanese language worship service on January 4 at 10:30 AM. Together
we will sing, pray, and listen for God’s guidance as we begin 2016.
This is a family worship for people of all ages. Activity bags will be
provided for young children and communion with mochi will be served.
Following worship, we will continue the celebration with an All Church
Potluck Lunch in the Social Hall. Plan to sign up to bring your favorite
dish to share with others!
Start the new year in worship and fellowship with your church family! Everyone is welcome!
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