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Hospitality to Strangers
The image of the drowned 3-year-old Aylan
Kurdi on a Turkish beach has awakened the world to
the refugee crisis unfolding on the European
continent. Tens of thousands of persons have been
fleeing the war-torn countries of the Middle East and
Africa with the hope of reaching western European
countries such as Germany, Austria, and France.
Many like the 3-year-old have died en route; others have been placed in
detention centers awaiting an uncertain future.
At a recent gathering of ministers, Bishop Minerva Carcaño was asked
what the United Methodist response to the crisis has been. She described the
efforts of Bishop Rosemarie Wenner of the Germany Episcopal Area to urge
government officials and local churches to welcome the refugees. She also
encouraged pastors and churches to read the report of Thomas Kemper, the
General Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries of The UMC.
(You may find his article on the internet by searching for, “Welcoming the
Stranger: Difficult and Necessary” by Thomas Kemper).
In his article, besides reporting on the efforts of the global UMC,
Kemper lists three things local congregations can do to respond to this crisis.
The first is to pray for the refugees, the countries from which they are fleeing,
and the countries receiving them. The second is to contribute to the work of
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). To date, UMCOR has
allocated $2 million in basic relief aid to displaced persons in Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon, and Turkey. Thirdly, to consider sponsoring a refugee family. The
U.S. will accept 85,000 refugees from around the world in 2016, 15,000 of
whom will be from Syria, and we can expect many will be sent to the Los
Angeles area. Congregations willing to help refugees are encouraged to
contact the nearest Church World Service resettlement agency.
Jesus said one of the ways he will recognize his followers is, “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35). May we as a church
welcome Christ by finding ways to welcome the strangers who will come into
our midst as the result of the current refugee crisis.
Grace and peace,

Rev. Gary
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings for October
These readings serve as the
foundation for the Wednesday morning
Bible Study and Sunday morning 9:30
Worship Service. By reading these
scripture lessons during the week, you
can prepare your heart and mind for
Sunday worship.
Oct. 4

Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-15

Oct. 11

Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9

Oct. 18

Ruth 1:1-17

Oct. 25

2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5;
Psalm 150

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
You are invited to come to the
sanctuary on Thursday mornings at 9:30
AM to pray for persons on the church’s
prayer list. The Prayer Ministry provides
a calm and peaceful time to sit, pray,
and listen for God’s guidance. To receive an updated
copy of the Prayer List, contact Lina Yamaguchi at the
church office at 310-479-1379.
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

October 9:30 AM Worship Services

Sunday School and Bible Studies

October 4 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost /
World Communion Sunday /
Joint Family Worship Service at 10:30 AM /
Holy Communion / All-Church Potluck Lunch
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Children’s Sunday School
This fall, the Sunday School and Trekker Class are
using a new curriculum based on the Common English
Language Bible translation. Each Trekker student
receives a unique journal to record prayers, Bible
lessons, and personal reflections. Plan to be a part of
these exciting Sunday School lessons!
Infants & Toddlers Nursery (next to the sanctuary)
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (located upstairs)

October 11 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost/
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Deuteronomy 5:1-21;
6:4-9. Theme: The Ten Commandments.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.
October 18 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Ruth 1:1-17.
Theme: The beauty and rewards of loyalty.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Women’s Bible Study Group
Due to small attendance, the Women's Bible
Study Group will be in recess until further notice.
Please contact Diane Yamagata with questions.

October 25 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost/
Worship with Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: 2 Samuel 5:1-5;
6:1-5; Psalm 150.
Theme: The ideal leader.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.

Tuesday Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in the Learning Center.
This class is studying Ephesians, using a study
guide written by the New Testament scholar and
former bishop of Durham in England, N.T. Wright. The
study will continue thru December 1, with a new study
beginning in January. Please contact Rev. Gary Oba
for the reading schedule and to receive a copy of the
guidebook for $8.00.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

World Communion Sunday
One Worship Service and
All-Church Potluck Lunch
Sunday, October 4, 10:30 AM
The English and Japanese
language congregations will be
together for one worship
service on Sunday, October 4,
at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary. Together we will
celebrate World Communion Sunday, along with
Christians all across the globe.
Following worship, you are invited to the AllChurch potluck in the Social Hall. If you are able,
please bring a salad, main dish, or dessert to share. If
not, a $1 donation is requested. Sign-Up sheets will be
available near the Social Hall to help with planning the
meal.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Periodic Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Tuesday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. See page 2 of
this Newsletter for the weekly scripture lessons. Rev.
Gary leads the discussion and new members are
always welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Library Open Hours
Sunday, October 11, 11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
The Church Library will be open for reading and
borrowing books on Sunday, October 11, from 11:00
AM to 12:00 Noon. A large number of children’s books
and Bibles have been added to the collection. There
are also many books on Asian American history and
culture.
Come, see the library, and discover the many
resources that are available to church members.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Share the Sunday Sermon with Friends
The Sunday sermons are on the
church’s website by Monday
evening. Tell your friends that they
can hear the Sunday message at
www.wlaumc.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Halloween Party

At Ohana, children enjoy playing while their parents join in
conversation about important topics related to faith and parenting.

Ohana: Families with Young Children
We all know the benefits of exercise for all ages,
but how do we motivate our children to exercise and
stay active? Young children are naturally active.
Whether it's on the playground, or running around
playing imaginary games with their friends, they are
constantly moving. We may not consider these to be
traditional types of exercises we are used to. However,
these activities are the age appropriate exercises our
children need to build strength, endurance, and selfconfidence. Playing with our children outside, rather
than allowing them to watch the TV or their iPad, has
lifelong implications to creating a healthy, and active
individual.
Our children's interests in activities are constantly
changing. It is important to recognize these changes
and nurture their interests. As parents, we also need to
be good role models by being physically active
ourselves. The goal is to have our children grow up to
find physical activity as normal and a fun part of the
family's everyday routine.
We will be drawing upon our experiences with
motivating parents to exercise, as well as how we are
raising our own child to lead a physically active life.
Below are some bullets on what we will be discussing:
1) Importance of exercise
2) Age-appropriate activities
3) What motivates children?
4) How do we motivate our children?
5) Types of exercises you can do as a family
We are looking forward to leading the Ohana
discussion on October 10, 10:00-1:00.
- Monica and Tommy Lin

Young Adult Japan Travel Opportunity
Lauren Yamagata has drawn our attention to the
Kakehashi Project and the opportunity it provides
Japanese American and Asian American young adults
(students 18-25) to take a free trip to Japan.
Up to 185 students will be selected to participate in
this year’s Kakehashi Project, coordinated by the
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and the
Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE), and
supported by funding from the Japan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The goal of the Kakehashi Project is to
build cooperation between Japanese Americans/Asian
Americans and Japan by providing students with a
better understanding of Japan through a variety of
fields, including politics, economics, and culture.
Kakehashi Project alumni are encouraged to become
effective advocates in enhancing U.S. – Japan
relations.
Participants will attend a 9-day trip to Japan where
they will visit a number of historical and educational
sites, experience traditional and cultural activities, and
participate in lectures and workshops. Each trip will
visit Tokyo and one other city to be announced.
For more information on this program, please see
this website: https://jacl.org/jacl-now-acceptingapplications-for-kakehashi-project-2015-2016/.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children and Youth Release Forms
Parents are asked to complete the Church
Program Registration Form for each child and youth.
Forms are available in the classrooms and from the
Church Office. Thank you!

Ohana provides a wonderful gathering time for families with
young children, from birth to early elementary. New families
are welcome! See Jane Shimotsu for more information.
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Saturday, October 24, 6:00-8:00 PM
The youth group is sponsoring
our annual Halloween Party on
Saturday, October 24, at 6:00 PM in
the church social hall. There will be
games, refreshments, a mystery
house, and a costume parade with prizes. Bring your
children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and
friends for a fun-filled evening.
Donations of candy (individually wrapped) would
be appreciated. If you would like to donate any, please
bring them to church by October 18. We would also
like to encourage members of the congregation to
attend, as we need volunteers to assist with
supervision and security. Please see David or Emily
Cook if you have any questions or can volunteer to
help.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Ralph’s Community Card Renewal
Remember, beginning September 1 each year,
Ralph’s shoppers must renew their Community Cards
by presenting their card to the cashier, along with this
bar code. You may also renew your Community Card
on line, but experience shows that bringing your card
and this letter to Ralph’s is quick and easy.
Thank you for your support of the Ralph’s
Community Card program. Last year, West LA UMC
received $1,000 for the church’s outreach and mission
programs!

“Sing Them Home” Benefit Concert
Sunday, October 18, 2:30 PM, Sanctuary
Mark your calendars for West LA UMC's Second
Annual Broadway Benefit Concert, "Sing Them Home."
The Broadway show will be held on Sunday, October
18, 2:30 PM in the Sanctuary.
We have a fantastic show planned with songs from
Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables, Rent, and
much more! Listed below you will find ticket prices and
a detailed schedule of rehearsals for those involved in
the show. We look forward to a great show, and we
can’t wait to see you October 18!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West District Lay Servant Ministry Classes
October 10, 17 and 24, 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Orangethorpe UMC, Fullerton
This fall, four classes are being offered for persons
interested in becoming UM Lay Servants. The basic
class helps participants recognize and employ
personal spiritual gifts for the church in order to use
them as God fully intended. The three advanced
classes assist students in delivering an effective
sermon, consider a more holistic approach to God’s
work in the world, and learn about United Methodist
polity and organizational structure.
For more information, request a brochure from the
church office, or speak to Kathy Orebaugh or Stan
Shimotsu, both of whom have taken these classes.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Broadway Tickets
Ticket prices are Adults - $20/ Students - $10 and
Children ages 11 & under are Free. Tickets are
available after worship. All proceeds will benefit the
Habitat for Humanity project that will take place in
Culver City.

Broadway Rehearsal Schedule
Rehearsal Dates include the following: Children's
Choir Rehearsals will be held on Sunday mornings thru
Sunday, October 11, from 10:30-11:00 AM in Room. 3.
On Saturday, October 10, a Dress Rehearsal (no
costumes) will be held for children at 1:00-1:30. The
full cast will rehearse 1:30- 3:00. On Saturday,
October 17, a Final Dress Rehearsal (with costumes)
will be held 10:00- 12:00. On Sunday, October 18, the
sound check begins at 12:15; run-through at 12:45,
and call for places at 2:00. The show begins at 2:30!
Ashley Ramsey, Music Director

Japanese Film Night

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Greeters and Ushers
Orientation, Review and Training
Sunday, October 25, 11:00-11:30 AM, Learning Center
Everyone who has an interest in serving an usher
or greeter is encouraged to attend a short training after
worship service on October 25. Come hear Rev. Gary
as he provides insights into the important role of the
Worship Service usher and hear experienced ushers
share valuable suggestions.
Pamela Ryder says, “I hope many adults and youth
group members will come to this training; it will be very
enlightening”.
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Friday, October 30,
7:30 PM, Sanctuary
The featured film
on October 30 will be
“A Tale of Samurai
Cooking” - A True Love
Story / “Bushi no
Kondate.” Set within the
great Kaga Domain during the feudal era of Japan's
Edo period--"A Tale of Samurai Cooking" tells the story
of the renowned Funaki samurai class family. This
2013 color film is directed by Yuzo Asahara and is 121
minutes.
These films are free and open to the public. Bring
your friends, and enjoy a marvelous evening of
Japanese culture through film. This will be our last film
for 2015. We will start again on January 29, 2016.

October 2015

Mission to Japan - Adam Vargas

A Message from Jennifer Fujikawa

Adam is Lisa Asahina’s former student. In recent
months, Adam has attended both our English and
Japanese worship services, and assisted at the Stop
Hunger Now event in August. As he prepares for his
upcoming mission work in Japan, Adam wants to share
the following message with our congregation.
While doing evangelism on
campus at CSULB my senior year
it was interesting to see how open
and vulnerable complete strangers
were being with us. We had never
met, yet they were willing to
answer personal questions about
their life and ask us personal
questions about God. I was
reminded of Matthew 9 during this
time when Jesus describes how “the harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few”. There are many
people out there who have questions and want to
express a desire to know about God, but they have no
outlet or person in their life with whom to speak. God
really put it on my heart during this time to “be
available” to students on campus.
It was at a Navigators Fall Conference that I heard
the speaker say something that completely shifted my
view on ministry. He said “a lot of the time we are
willing to go, but wanting to stay. We need to flip that
into wanting to go and willing to stay.” It was so simple,
but right then and there I realized that there was
nothing really holding me to staying in the US. That
phrase that God had put on my heart that semester to
“be available” now had a much bigger connotation.
God invited me into a time of being available on a
grander scale to the nations.
As I go to Japan, I’ll be part of a Navigator ministry,
iEDGE, which is comprised of recent college graduates
who will minister for two years as part of missionary
teams around the world. We’ll interact daily with local
students, developing relationships of trust, sharing our
lives and faith, and talking to students about Jesus.
Our full time job is to “be available” to these Japanese
college students. We’ll do this through the BEST club
on campus, which stands for Bible, English, Sports,
and Travel. Not only will we be engaging students in
Biblical discussions, but we will also be interacting with
them in natural, authentic environments through
English lessons, sports activities, and trips in Japan.
Our hope is to step beside these students and
demonstrate Christ’s love for them by caring for them
as individuals and being available for them when they
do feel they can share their hardships.
As you read this, will you pray for me as I embark
on this adventure?
Sincerely,
Adam Vargas

Fred Hifumi's grandniece and Shirley Fujisaki's
niece, Jennifer Fujikawa is a young woman (26) of
extraordinary faith and strength. She has been
diagnosed with a rare lung disease, and wants to send
her story to as many people as possible to raise
awareness of this disease that only happens to women
in their childbearing years. Please pray for her.
Dear Friends and Family,
I am writing this email to
share what has taken place in
my life the past couple months.
On the morning of June 21,
2015, I received a phone call
that was about to take me on a
journey I never expected. I had
gone to the doctor a few days
prior because I was experiencing shortness of breath
while exerting myself and it was increasing in severity.
An x-ray revealed a 40% collapse in my left lung. An
ER visit, chest-tube procedure, and a CT scan would
reveal a life-altering diagnosis. My lungs were covered
in thousands of tiny cysts, which drastically reduces
the amount of oxygen reaching my blood. The disease
is called lymphangioleiomyomatosis, or LAM.
There is no cure for LAM. The disease will
progress and I will eventually need to be put on
supplemental oxygen. I may need a lung transplant
down the road. There is currently only one treatment
drug that might slow its progression. The doctors feel
that my LAM has progressed to a moderate-severe
stage, but so far, I have been able to function normally
on a day-to-day basis. I do my best to remain focused
on the positive and what I am still able to do.
Because LAM is so rare – only about 3,000 women
in the world have been diagnosed - there may be as
many as 250,000 people who are undiagnosed or
misdiagnosed. Many doctors are not familiar with the
disease’s symptoms and often misdiagnose it as
asthma, bronchitis or emphysema. The LAM
Foundation, founded in 1995, raises money to fund
research toward discovering a treatment for this
disease. Studying rare diseases gives the scientific
community better solutions for more common diseases.
Research and clinical trials for LAM could aid in
treatments for COPD and breast cancer. By supporting
the LAM foundation trials you are also furthering
research on diseases that affect many more people.
To learn more about my work to raise awareness
of this disease, please see my personal page at
http://thelamfoundation.kintera.org/faf/home/.
I am deeply grateful to you for taking the time to
read this message, for your kind friendship, prayers,
and for any support you might offer.
Together we can make a difference and help find a
cure for LAM!
Jennifer Fujikawa
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Habitat for Humanity Update

Card Making for Military Members

Hi everyone: A brief update on the progress for
the Culver City houses to be built by Habitat for
Humanity LA. After some delays with the Culver City
Council, a preliminary ok has been given pending a
public hearing and it seems likely the project for eight
low-income homes will be able to be built in Culver City
on Globe Avenue.
As you recall, Habitat for Humanity has funding
for one house from a coalition of Presbyterian
churches. A coalition of Westside churches, including
WLAUMC, Venice Free Methodist, Westlight and
Westwood UMC are currently fundraising for a second
house.
We are about halfway to the fundraising goal.
WLAUMC has raised about $6,000 toward our pledge
of $10,000. Thank you for your donations that can be
made as special offerings with a note of “Habitat for
Humanity” in the lower left hand corner of your check.
As always, your gift is tax deductible and you will be
helping a deserving needy family find a home.
As a reminder, these homes aren’t a giveaway;
Habitat checks each family out, has them participate in
volunteer activities and holds the loan on the property
for the families. Their default rate has been much less
than 1%!
Thanks for being a blessing to others. Please
come and support our fundraiser Broadway Benefit
Concert on October 18 at 2:30 PM to support this
important cause. See Sonia Dixon for tickets.
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Ho
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday, October 25, 10:30 AM
Please join us as we create holiday cards for active
military personnel. Lisa Kusayanagi is coordinating an
opportunity for our church members to decorate 50
greeting cards to brighten the spirits of persons serving
in the military. Card making supplies will be provided.
Your helping hands and support are needed.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nihongo Benkyo Reihei: Culture Day
Japanese Language Study and Worship
Saturday, November 7, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
On Saturday November 7, West LA UMC will
celebrate Japanese Culture Day, traditionally a time
when Japan celebrates culture, including the arts and
food.
Come to practice your Japanese Language Skills,
learn more about Japanese Culture, hear a Bible Story
in Japanese and English, sing songs and practice
writing Japanese characters (hiragana and kanji).
Please join us for yakisoba and o-cha after the worship
and class.
Everyone is welcome and it is free! If you are
interested, please see Rev. Becky Hirata or Pamela
Ryder to sign up.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Japanese Ministry
Baptized New Members
Our Japanese Language Ministry meets for
worship at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary. In September,
the congregation welcomed two new baptized
members. Please welcome them.
Ms. Abby Okada was born and raised in Tokyo.
She has attended Christian School from K-12 and
learned about Christ by attending school chapel time.
Currently, she is a homemaker.
A photographer, Beza Fujita, was born in Fukui,
Japan. Beza grew up in the nature, loving God's
creation. God always touches his heart as he enjoys
working with the nature.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Councilman Mike Bonin presented a certificate.

Bazaar Appreciation
This year’s Asian Cultural Bazaar was a huge
success, thanks to the countless volunteers who
shared their time and talents to make it a great day!
Thanks to everyone who donated food, supplies, and
items for the Silent Auction and Second Chance Store.
Please watch for a Bazaar Report in next month’s
Newsletter. In the meantime, THANK YOU!

Produce and Plants – Just two of the terrific booths at this
year’s Bazaar.
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United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

October Coffee Fellowship

Purpose of United Methodist Women

The following UMW members have volunteered to
bring and serve refreshments. We welcome additional
volunteers on any Sunday. Contact Rose Honda.
October 11
Eleanor, Grace, Lois
October 18
Kathi, Sadie, Sharon
October 25
Frances, Lina, Sets, Fusako
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“United Methodist Women is a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,
to develop a creative supportive fellowship and
to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church.”

Mission Projects

Cooking Lesson

After packing and sending off 10 layettes for
newborn babies in Alaska in August, we recently
received this heartwarming letter of thanks from Pastor
Charley of Community United Methodist Church in
Nome. How wonderful to know that we are making
connections from WLA to people in the far out regions
of Alaska.
“Nome Community UMC received two (2) boxes
filled with layette items thanks to your wonderful UMW!
We recently restructured our delivery of layettes to
include shipping boxes of layettes to the health clinics
at each of 15 villages served by the Norton Sound
Regional Health Corporation. Insurance issues forced
many births to be treated at the Alaska Native Medical
Center in Anchorage, so many newborns were going
home without layettes. We still see some 4-6 births
here in Nome but now all newborns in all villages are
provided “startup" packages thanks to the ministry the
WLA UMW provide.
Thanks to all who provide this vital ministry for
newborns and new mothers in our Norton Sound
Region. Quyanaq (Thank you in Inupiaq).”
Pastor Charley
Community United Methodist Church
PO Box 907, Nome, Alaska 99762

Plans are being made for a Japanese cooking
lesson on Saturday, October 17 from 9:30 AM.
Notices will be sent out via email and snail mail to
clarify what will be demonstrated and how to sign up
for the class.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Also in August, we packed some 75 bags of toiletry
articles for UCLA students to be distributed by the
Wesley Foundation, Pastor Jeanne Roe Smith.
Remember that we have an ongoing project to collect
individual food packets for students who visit 580 Cafe.

Sunday, October 11, 6:00 PM, Parsonage
The church’s annual
Women’s Retreat will
take place on April 23-24,
2016, at Aldersgate
Retreat Center in Pacific
Palisades. Our theme of
“Lavender Springs Spa:
Where Women Rest in
God’s Faithfulness” is
sure to inspire a relaxing and renewing time away.
The Planning Team welcomes new members to
help guide this year’s Retreat. Please contact Cindy
Morimoto or Rev. Janet Cromwell to volunteer to help
and to RSVP for the planning meeting on October 11.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

World Communion Sunday
Remember that there will be a Joint Worship
Service on World Communion Sunday, October 4 at
10:30 AM. Following the service, we will have an All
Church Potluck Luncheon. Part of the fun of potluck
luncheons is being able to taste a variety of good food.
Don't forget to sign up to bring your delicious
homemade creation to serve 6 to 8 people.
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Coming in November
On Sunday, November 8, there will be an Election
and Planning Meeting in the Learning Center beginning
at 11:00 AM. Lunch will be served at 12:15 PM, at
which time our Nichigo members will join us and we
will continue with our meeting. Jane Harada and
Valerie Harada are planning something delicious for
lunch so don't miss out! There will be a charge of
$3.00, payable when you sign up for the meeting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Save The Date!
Our Holiday Luncheon will take place on Sunday,
December 13 from 12:45 PM. The location and cost
will be announced at a later date. Don't miss this endof-the year time to have good food and fellowship with
one another.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Women’s Retreat Planning Meeting

October 2015

Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

for your generous gifts!
Special Offerings

Memorial Offerings
If you would like a list of the Memorial Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

If you would like a list of the Special Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Altar Flowers dedicated in September
If you would like a list of the Altar Flower donations,
please contact the Church Office.
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「Japanese Christian Bookstore」

In Japan, many people read books in the train. Books
mean…manga, magazines, a novel, to professional
journals. Japanese people love reading books.

日本の電車の中で見る光景は、おもしろい。
子供から大人まで読書をしている。小説から
漫画まで、色々であるが、沢山の人が本を読
んでいる。

In February, Japanese Christian Bookstore has
opened in Little Tokyo. This is the ONLY Japanese
Christian Bookstore in North America. You can
purchase J-Bibles, J-Hymns, J-Christian books new
and used. (If you know how to read Japanese, please
check their homepage.)

以前からよく聞く話しである。台湾は「賛美
の教会」。韓国は「祈る教会」。それでは、
日本は「本を読む教会」とでも言えるであろ
うか。
今年 2 月、Japanese Christian
Bookstore がオープンしたのをお存じであろ
うか。アメリカにおける唯一のクリスチャン
関連日本語書籍が購入出来る本屋さんである。
聖書、讃美歌、楽譜、トラクト、新書と古本
も扱っている。日本語で電話、E-メイル注文
ができ、書籍は郵送してくれる。支払いは、
クレジットカードでも可能である。一度、ホ
ームページをご覧になってほしいと思う。

Lately, American churches have been buying many JBibles. English speaking churches are reaching out to
Nihonjin. When I hear the story, it is very omoshiroi!
They all realize that they need J-Bible to better explain
to Nihonjin about the love of God, who God is, who
Jesus is.
Japanese Christian Bookstore is a part of J-Church
Federation of Southern California ministries. We all
believe that J-Book ministry helps to extend the
Kingdom of God “for the Word of God is alive and
powerful.” (Hebrew4:12) May many Nihonjin be
reached and touched by the Word of God.
Pastor Becky Hirata 平田

~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

http://www.japanesechristianbookstore.com/

今、州外のアメリカ人教会から、日本語の聖
書のオーダーが入るおもしろい時代である。
アメリカ人が日本人伝道に燃え始め、英語の
聖書ではイマイチ伝えられないと思い、日本
語の聖書を購入するのである。それも、何十
冊単位のオーダーである。

10 月スケジュール
10 月 4 日

10 時半：日英合同礼拝
12 時：愛餐会
10 月 11 日 11 時：日本語礼拝
12 時：聖書勉強
10 月 18 日 11 時：日本語礼拝
12 時：祈り会
2 時半：Broadway Musical
10 月 24 日 11 時：シニアランチ
10 月 25 日 11 時：日本語礼拝
12 時：聖書勉強

営利を目的としないで、日本人ミッションの
働きに貢献するために存在してくれている大
事なキリスト教書店である。南加キリスト教
教会連合の書籍部の伝道の一環としてこれか
らも祈りに覚えたいと思う。
平田

West L.A. Connections

Page 10

October 2015

October 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Notes:
 Charge Conference Report Due: Sunday, November 1.
 November Newsletter Article Due: Sunday, November 8.
 All Church Conference Date: Sunday, November 22.

4 World Communion Sunday
10:30am English & Japanese
Joint Worship
12:00pm All Church Potluck
Lunch

6:30pm Kelton AA Mtg

12 Columbus Day

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Worship in Japanese
11:00am Library Open
11:15am Social Action Com.
6:00pm Women’s Retreat Mtg

18

6:00pm PATH
6:30pm Kelton AA Mtg

19
Worship in English
Sunday School & Youth
Worship in Japanese
Broadway Benefit
Concert

25
9:30am
9:45am
10:30am
11:00am
11:15am

6

11:30am 80+ Women’s
Lunch at Aki’s Restaurant

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7

8

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

10:00am Ohana Group Meeting
1:00pm Broadway Rehearsal

11

9:30am
9:45am
11:00am
2:30pm

5

Thursday

6:30pm Kelton AA Mtg
7:00pm Praise Band

26
Worship in English
Sunday School & Youth
Card Making for Military
Worship in Japanese
Usher Training

6:30pm Kelton AA Mtg

West L.A. Connections

7:30pm Bible Study

13

Tanoshimi-Kai Outing

7:30pm Altar Guild Mtg

14

15

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
11:00am Staff Meeting

7:30pm Bible Study

20

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast Meeting
7:30pm Bible Study

27

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

16

17
9:00am UMW Cooking Class
10:00am Broadway Rehearsal

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

21

22

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

7:00pm Sawtelle Japantown Mtg
7:30pm Finance Committee

29

9:30am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Page 11

24
11:00 Café Aloha Luncheon
4:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal
4:00pm Party Set-Up

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

28

7:30pm Bible Study

23

6-8:00pm Halloween Party

30

31 Halloween

7:30pm Japanese Film
Night

October 2015

“Sing Them Home” Benefit Concert
Sunday, October 18, 2:30 PM, Sanctuary

Join us for an entertaining afternoon of Broadway Show Songs
presented by West LA UMC’s children, youth and adults!
This concert is a benefit for the Habitat for Humanity.
Tickets are available now!

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

