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Happens!
July 2015

For All the Saints
Fran Ellis has died. At the time, she was our oldest active member. Mike,
her son, had planned to celebrate her 102nd birthday at the church on May 31 (her
birthday being on June 1). But on May 28, Fran suffered a stroke. The stroke left
her paralyzed on her right side and made her unable to eat, drink, or speak.
The doctors tried to force-feed her with a tube, but Fran waved it off. When
they tried to feed her intravenously, she pulled out the needle. When they tried to
place an oxygen mask on her, she pulled it off.
Mike said the one thing his mother wanted to avoid was a nursing home.
She told him that when the time came she did not want any heroic life saving
measures.
Earlier Mike had sensed that this might be the year. Last year Fran had a
slight stroke from which she recovered but it slowed her down and affected her
balance and vision. She also had cancer, including a new diagnosis. Mike said
that, although the disease was spreading, at her age surgery was out of the
question.
In spite her condition, Fran continued to come to church. She always was
warm, friendly, and dressed to a tee. She loved talking to people. She regularly
attended worship services and other church activities, such as Japanese Movie
Night, concerts, and Tanoshimi-kai outings.
Mike had worried that his mother might not make it to her 102nd birthday, so
he brought in balloons and cupcakes to her hospital room to celebrate right then
and there. But Fran not only made it to her birthday, she went two days beyond it.
Coincidentally (or not), Fran died on her mother’s birthday.
Jesus was present in the 35 to 40 church members who went up to see Fran
at Kaiser Hospital, in addition to Mike’s many friends and co-workers. The Spirit
was present in the peace that descended on Fran when she passed and on Mike
following her passing.
The apostle Paul’s words could have been spoken by Fran: “I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) At
102 years, Fran ran a marathon. She finished it without breaking a sweat, filled
with grace and fierce determination.

With thanksgiving,

Rev. Gary
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings for July
These readings serve as the
foundation for the Wednesday morning
Bible Study and Sunday morning 9:30
Worship Service. By reading these
scripture lessons during the week, you
can prepare your heart and mind for
Sunday worship.
If you would like to receive a complete list of Prayer
Requests – Joys and Concerns – please contact the
Church Office.

July 5

Guest Speaker

July 12

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

July 19

VBS Sunday

July 26

Guest Speaker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
You are invited to come to the
sanctuary on Thursday mornings at 9:30
AM to pray for persons on the church’s
prayer list. The Prayer Ministry provides a
calm and peaceful time to sit, pray, and
listen for God’s guidance. To receive an
updated copy of the Prayer List, contact
Lina Yamaguchi at the church office at 310-479-1379.

West L.A. Connections

Page 2

July 2015

Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

Sunday School and Bible Studies

July 9:30 AM Worship Services

Children’s Sunday School

July 5 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost,
Family Worship, Holy Communion
Morning Message: Jack Ong.

Sunday School helps children learn about God, the
life of Jesus, and important lessons from the Bible.
Infants & Toddlers Nursery (next to the sanctuary)
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (located upstairs)

July 12 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Theme: Now is the time to accept God's forgiveness.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.

Women’s Bible Study Group

July 19 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost,
Vacation Bible School Sunday
Ms. Jeri Okamoto Floyd, Rev. Janet Cromwell and
VBS participants will lead worship based on the
lessons learned throughout the week!

2nd and 4th Mondays, 1:00-2:30 PM in Room 9.
The lesson for July 27 is "Serving Neighbors,
Serving God" using the parable of the Good Samaritan
from Luke 10. The women take turns facilitating the
class discussion using the Adult Bible Study series.
New members welcome! No meeting on July 13 due
to VBS.

July 26 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Praise Band / Asian Camp
Morning Message: Pamela Ryder.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Periodic Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Tuesday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Miss the sermon on Sunday?

“Alive Now” Study Group

The Sunday sermons are on the
church’s website by Monday
evening. Listen to them at
www.wlaumc.com.

Wednesdays, 9:00-10:00 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. See page 2 of
this Newsletter for the scripture lessons. Rev. Gary
leads the discussion and new members are always
welcome. No meetings on July 1, 15, and 29

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Engaging Children with the Bible
Children love stories! Little children love being
read to. Older children love discovering new books.
Both at church and home, adults have a golden
opportunity to share Bible stories with children – stories
that they will remember and cherish for years to come!
Sunday School Teachers and parents will be
happy to find new Bibles in the classrooms to share
with our children. My First Hands-On Bible is a
delightful illustrated Bible for toddlers and young
children. It includes simple songs and activities to
bring the stories to life.
Copies of the Deep Blue Kid’s Bible have been
purchased for the Sunday School and Trekker Rooms.
This new Common English translation is easy to read.
It includes lots of sidebars that provide historical
background, word definitions, and encouragement.
This translation will serve as the foundation for this
fall’s Sunday School curriculum.
In addition, a number of new Bible storybooks are
available in the Church Library. Please borrow these
books and share them with the children in your life!
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Thursday Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in the Learning Center.
The group continues its study of the book of Daniel.
Daniel gave great comfort to both Jews and Christians
during the time of the Roman persecution in the years
following Jesus' death. There is no guidebook for this
study other than the biblical text. For the class meeting
schedule and reading assignments, please go to the
church's website (under Get Involved/ Bible
Study/Thursday Bible Study) or call the church office.
New persons are welcome to participate. This study
will conclude on July 23 and a new study will begin on
September 10. No meeting on July 2.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Library Open Hours
Sunday, July 5, 11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
The Church Library will be open for reading and
borrowing books on Sunday, July 5, from 11:00 AM to
12:00 Noon. Come, see the library, and use the many
resources that are available to church members.
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Junior High Camp and Asian Camp
West LA UMC will be well represented
at Summer Camps this year! Brandon
Yamaguchi will be attending Junior High
Camp July 5-10. Seven youth will be
attending Asian Camp, July 26-31 at Camp
Lodestar, including Olivia Brush, Stephanie Kinoshita,
Jessica Kim, Samantha Kim, Lily Sloan, Makito
Takahashi, and Justin Yamaguchi. Asian Camp is
sponsored by the National Japanese American United
Methodist Caucus and our own Rev. Gary Oba is the
Camp Dean.
Please keep our youth – and all of the campers –
in your prayers as they experience God’s love and light
in their lives.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Vacation Bible School
July 13-17, 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM
We are look forward to welcoming all of our
participants at Vacation Bible School! G-Force: I am
God’s Love in Action will take us on a journey into the
Bible to learn about the people who followed Jesus,
how Jesus taught them to be happy and pray, friends
who helped another friend, and what Jesus calls us to
do in the world!
Registration closes on June 28. Volunteers are
welcome to contact Jeri Okamoto Floyd to lend a hand.
The VBS Volunteer Meeting will take place on
Sunday, July 12 at 11:15 AM. A simple pizza and salad
lunch will be provided for volunteers, followed by VBS
set-up at 12:00 Noon.
We are looking forward to this inspiring week with
our church’s children and their friends!

VBS Mission Project
In July, VBS participants will be assembling School
Supply Kits for low-income children. The VBS
Planning Team welcomes donations of the following
school supplies for this year’s VBS Mission Project:
 #2 Pencils
 Black or Blue Pens
 6” Rulers
 Boxes of 24 Crayons
 Glue Sticks
 White erasers
 Pencil Sharpeners
 Composition Books
In addition to school supplies, we welcome old
maps for a Craft Project. Items may be placed in the
VBS donation bin in the Social Hall.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Doctors’ Panel with Ohana 2.0

Ohana: Families with Young Children
July & August will be a “summer break for Ohana
2.0,” as there are so many activities – picnics, VBS,
holidays, weddings, birthday parties, as well as many
family vacations.
We look forward to an exciting year together, as
Ohana 2.0 begins again on Saturday, September 12,
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. The topics that we are
considering in the fall are Exercising and Staying
Healthy with Your Child, Raising Your Child Multiculturally, Raising Whole and Healthy Children,
Affirming Each Child’s Unique Qualities, Dealing With
the Mistakes Parents Make, The Home as a Healing
Center, and Teaching Faith in the Home. Please email
me any topics that you are interested in discussing.
Until September, be well! Enjoy the summer!
Jane Shimotsu

Meiji Gakuin Visit
Wednesday, July 22, 4:00 PM
Join us as we welcome students from the Meiji
Gakuin on Wednesday, July 22 around 4:00 PM in the
Sanctuary. Hear the students sing some traditional
Japanese songs before enjoying dinner together in the
Social Hall.
Please RSVP to Keiko Takahashi to help with the
potluck dinner. We have learned from the school’s
leaders that this will be the last visit from the Meiji
Gakuin High School so please come and make it a
memorable visit for the students.
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2015 Susanna Wesley Scholarship Award
This year, Justin Yamaguchi received the Susanna
Wesley Scholarship during the Cal-Pac Annual
Conference session in Redlands. Congratulations!
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2015 Youth Confirmation
The following youth confirmed their faith and joined the church in May and June.
the Youth group with the Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic,
Halloween party, and Thanksgiving dinner preparation.
Her favorite scripture verse is John 13:34, “I give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”

Natalie Misao Brush completed 7th
grade at Culver City Middle School.
Her hobbies include watching
YouTube videos and playing
volleyball, especially with her travel
team. She was baptized at WLAUMC,
and over the years has participated in
many activities at the church, including assisting at
Vacation Bible School, the annual Bazaar, Ohana, the
Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic, Halloween party, and
Thanksgiving dinner preparation. Her favorite Bible
story is found in Luke 24:1-53, which tells the story of
Jesus’ resurrection, and his appearance and
reassurance to his disciples.

Karissa Irene Maeda completed 8th
grade at Rancho San Joaquin Middle
School. This fall, she will attend
University High School. Her hobbies
include reading, crafting, playing the
guitar, piano, and ukulele, and
photography. She was baptized at
WLAUMC, and has been involved in many activities at
the church, including participating in pageants and
plays, and assisting at Vacation Bible School, the
annual Bazaar, and craft events, such as Valentine’s
Day card making and Christmas ornament making.
Her favorite scripture verse is Philippians 4:13, “I can
do all things through him who strengthens me.”

Olivia Teruyo Brush completed 11th
grade Culver City High School. Her
hobbies include reading, volunteering,
and sleeping! She was baptized at
WLAUMC, and has volunteered at
many activities at the church, including
assisting at Vacation Bible School, the
annual Bazaar, PATH, and Ohana; helping the Youth
group with the Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic, Halloween
party, and Thanksgiving dinner preparation; and
Valentine’s Day card and Christmas ornament projects.
Her favorite scripture verse is Colossians 3:13, “Bear
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”

Makito Timothy Takahashi completed
11th grade at New West Charter
School. His wide-ranging hobbies
include theology, playing drums,
listening to music, watching comedy
shows, and thinking of ways to solve
loneliness. He was baptized at
WLAUMC, and has participated in numerous activities
at the church, including assisting at the annual Bazaar,
PATH, and helping the Youth group with the Easter
Egg Hunt and Picnic, Halloween party, and
Thanksgiving dinner preparation. His favorite scripture
verse is John 1:1-2, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God.”

Grace Miya Hirai completed 8th grade
at Culver City Middle School. This fall,
she will attend Culver City High
School. She has a number of hobbies
including reading, watching TV and
Netflix, running, eating, writing,
drinking tea, going to libraries, finding
artsy places, and just being her! She was baptized at
WLAUMC, and has participated in many activities at
the church, including Trekker retreats, Ohana 1.0,
reading scripture during service, assisting at the
Bazaar, PATH, and Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic. Her
favorite scripture verses are the Beatitudes, found in
Matthew 5:3-12.

Brandon Mit-Eum Yamaguchi
completed 8th grade at Palms Magnet
Middle School. This fall, he will attend
Venice World Language Magnet High
School. His hobbies include
basketball, Boy Scouts, fishing,
camping, playing with younger
children, and reading. Brandon was baptized at St.
Louis Korean Presbyterian Church. At WLAUMC, he
has been involved in Sunday’s Worship, Trekker
Retreats, Ohana group, PATH meal service, the Easter
Egg Hunts, Vacation Bible School (participant and
leader), the Bazaar, the Halloween Party, and the
Thanksgiving food deliveries. His favorite scripture
verse is Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength.”

Stephanie Aiko Kinoshita completed
10th grade at South High School. Her
hobbies include playing video games,
art, and creating things. She was
baptized at WLAUMC, and has
participated in many activities at the
church, including both attending and
assisting at Vacation Bible School, being a member of
Ohana 1.0, helping at the annual Bazaar, and helping
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West LA UMC Culmination & Graduation

The Scholarship Committee

Elementary School

As many of you are aware, the Ethnic Ministerial
Scholarship, renamed the J. K. Sasaki Ministerial
Scholarship, has not been active for a several years.
Recently, the Administrative Council asked the
Sawahata Scholarship Committee to look into reactivating the scholarship.
There is still a great need to assist financially the
future pastors of the Asian-American churches,
especially the Japanese-American churches. The
Committee (now known simply as The Scholarship
Committee) has written a new policies and procedure
guidelines for this scholarship. In addition, with the
approval of the Murakami family, we have added the
name of Rev. Harry Murakami to the scholarship. We
will begin recruiting candidates for the scholarship this
fall and, hopefully, we will be able to name an awardee
in February 2016.
The Finance Committee has informed us that we
have to either restrict the amount of our awards or
build up the funds so that we can continue to make the
awards for years to come. It is our hope that, through
a fundraising campaign, we can raise at least $100,000
from members and friends of our church. The
Murakami family plans to continue to support the
scholarship.
If you are interested in reviewing the policies and
procedure guidelines, please contact the church office
and a copy will be mailed to you.
Yosh Setoguchi, Scholarship Chairperson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 Kortney Maeda culminated from Adlerwood Elementary
School and will attend Rancho San Joaquin Middle School
in Irvine in the fall.

Middle School
 Grace Hirai culminated from Culver Middle School and will
attend Culver High School in the fall.
 Karissa Maeda culminated from Rancho San Joaquin
Middle School and will attend University High School in
Irvine in the fall.
 Joshua Park culminated from Westside Neighborhood
School and will attend Loyola High School in the fall.
 Brandon Yamaguchi culminated from Palms Magnet
Middle School and will attend Venice World Language
Magnet High School in the fall.

High School
 Jessica Kim graduated from Northstar Academy and will
attend Loyola Marymount University in the fall.
 Samantha Kim graduated from Culver City High School
and will attend Loyola Marymount University in the fall.
 Susie Terasaki graduated from Marlborough School in
Hancock Park and will attend Boston University in the fall.
 Justin Yamaguchi graduated from Venice World Language
Magnet High School and will attend University of
Washington in Seattle in the fall.

College Undergraduates
 Edwin "Eddie" Takashi Brewer graduated from UCLA with
a Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience. He will pursue a
Masters of Bioscience at the Keck Graduate Institute in
Claremont in August 2015.
 Justin Kazuo Honjio graduated from UCLA with a Bachelor
of Arts in Philosophy. He plans to take a year off from
studies and will be working.
 Grant Kakehashi graduated from UC Irvine with Bachelor
of Arts in Social Ecology.
 Christina Ryder graduated from UC Irvine, Bren School of
Information and Technology with a Bachelor of Science
degree in informatics.

Asian Cultural Bazaar
Save the Date! Saturday, September 19!
Once again, the Church will open its hearts, minds
and doors to the community with its annual Asian
Cultural Bazaar on Saturday, September 19, from
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
The Faith, Food, Music and More celebration
promises to be an exciting day of fun and fellowship,
and will feature all of the delicious foods that everyone
looks forward to each year. Bazaar highlights will
include fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods,
beautiful plants and flowers, games, crafts and face
painting for the kids as well as the Silent Auction and
Second Chance Store. Entertainment will be provided
throughout the day by gifted artists.
The Silent Auction is in need of donations of
unique, beautiful and useful items for this year’s
Auction. Household items, artwork, gift baskets, and
gift cards are especially welcome. Bring your clearlymarked donations to the church. Contact Kay Yang,
Elaine Sunoo, or Jane Harada for more information.
A Wish List of paper goods and other supplies will
be published in the August Newsletter.
For more information and to volunteer to help,
please contact Stan Shimotsu or Sonia Dixon.

Graduate School and Higher Education
 Makiko Aoki graduated from Pepperdine University with a
Master of Art in Psychology.
 Aaron Mayeda (Kenji Mayeda’s son) graduated from Cal
Poly Pomona with a Masters Degree in Mechanical
Engineering. He has a job with the Navy in San Diego.
 JR Ramsey graduated from USC with a Masters in
Strategic Public Relations. He plans to pursue a career in
advertising as well as cheer on his wife Ashley as she
goes through graduate school.
 Jamie Thierman graduated from UCLA with a Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Music with a specialization in Music
Composition. She plans to travel the world, get a job, and
become a famous composer.
 Kyle Yang graduated from the University of California at
Davis Medical School with a Doctor of Medicine degree.
He will spend the next 12 months in internship at the Santa
Clara Valley Hospital in San Jose and then commence his
3-year residency at UCLA in 2016.
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Becoming a Reconciling Congregation
What Actually Happens?
In order to become a Reconciling Congregation,
WLAUMC would have to vote to make that decision.
Voting would obligate us to take the following three
steps:
1. Make a public “reconciling statement” specifically
stating that we accept “people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities” or “LGBT
persons” to participate wholly in our church.
2. Keep the statement in public view such as our
weekly worship bulletin, letterhead, newsletter,
website etc.
3. Consider making an annual contribution to the
work of the Reconciling Ministries Network.
In practice, WLAUMC has been a wholly
welcoming church for all worshippers without regard to
their gender/sexual identity. Certainly this acceptance
of all of God’s children would continue. Becoming a
Reconciling Congregation would make our welcome of
LGBTQ persons explicit.
In the coming months, additional opportunities will
be provided for our congregation to learn more about
the Reconciling Congregation movement and continue
the conversation.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Saturday, August 15, Westwood UMC
United Methodist Churches on LA’s West Side are
joining together to package 50,000 meals for Stop
Hunger Now on Saturday, August 15. Your help is
needed!
Stop Hunger Now is an international program
working to end hunger in our lifetime. Volunteers
assemble dried meal packets that are given to children
and families around the globe who are impacted by
drought, national disasters, and poverty. Each packet
serves 6 people.
This year’s packaging will take place at Westwood
UMC, 10497 Wilshire Blvd. on August 15. Set-up
begins at 8:30 AM, check-in begins at 9:00 AM with
refreshments, packing begins at 10:00 AM, concluding
at Noon. Information regarding on-line registration will
be emailed to church members in the coming weeks.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lay Leadership Meeting
The Lay Leadership team will be meeting on
Saturday, August 22, to consider nominations for
church committees and leadership positions in 2016.
Your participation is welcome in the areas of worship,
missions, social action, children and adult education,
library and archives, fundraising, outreach and member
care, and scholarship.
If you have an interest in serving on one or more of
the church’s many ministry and administrative
committees, please contact one of the pastors. A list
of nominations will be presented at our All Church
Conference in the fall.
Your participation brings new ideas and energy for
our church’s mission and ministry! Thank you for
volunteering to serve God and others through these
important committees.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fair Trade Sale
On Sunday, July 12, the
Social Action Commission will
hold a Fair Trade Sale during
Fellowship time. This is the
perfect time to purchase
delicious chocolates, teas, coffees, and olive oils for
your home. Each of your purchases supports small
farmers around the globe.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Conserving Water
Whether you are at home or the
church, please be vigilant about turning
off dripping water in bathrooms and the
kitchen. Let’s do our part to reduce
water consumption and save this precious resource.

Welcome Gifts for College Students

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In recent years, the church has collected small,
sample-bottles of shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
and other sundries to distribute to college students at
the UCLA Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry.
These items, (like the ones provided at hotels) are
assembled in small tote bags. You are invited to bring
your donations to the church for this ministry of
welcome and hospitality.

Social Action Commission Meeting
The Social Action Commission will meet on
Sunday, July 12 at 11:15 AM. New members are
welcome as SAC plans programs for the coming
months. The Commission seeks ways to engage our
congregation in social justice issues that improve
people’s lives both in LA and around the world.
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Reconciling Movie Night Illuminating

Japanese Film Night
Friday, July 31, 7:30 PM
Japanese Film Night on Friday, July 31, will feature
“Nobody’s Perfect” / “Daijobu 3 Kumi” directed by
Ryuichi Hiroki and produced by Masatoshi Takeyama.
This 2013 made true-life film is about a courageous
physically disabled teacher who was born without arms
and legs and the 28 students in his 5th grade class who
grow to love him.
Gregory Shikata, Japanese Film Night Coordinator,
provides a thoughtful introduction to the film, including
background information on the director and actors.
These films are free and open to the public. Come,
bring your friends, and enjoy these extraordinary films.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

United Methodist Dodger Night 2015
Friday, August 14
United Methodists from
throughout the Cal-Pac Annual
Conference are invited to see the Los
Angeles Dodgers play against the
Cincinnati Reds on Friday, August 14.
Fireworks are included that night and, best of all, all
funds raised go toward the Cal-Pac Imagine No
Malaria initiative. More details will be announced soon
on the Cal-Pac Annual Conference website.

Our church showed the movie For the Bible Tells
Me So on May 22 to help viewers gain clarity about
Christianity and LGBT issues. The movie highlights
the opinions and experiences of people who are on
both sides of the issue. The viewer learns what
Christian families go through once they find out that
their family member is homosexual. In addition, Bible
scholars provide insight and expertise on passages in
the Bible that refer to homosexuality.
Those who attended the movie said that they got a
lot out of it. We recommend you view it as well. It can
be seen on Netflix and YouTube, and there is one DVD
available at church to borrow (please contact the
church office).
By Mike Dote
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Keiro LinkAges TimeBank
Steven Sharp from Keiro will hold an orientation on
linkAges Timebank at WLAUMC on August 2 from
11:15 -12:15 PM in the Learning Center.
Timebanking is a community-based service
exchange network where members give and receive
help, learn new skills, and share hobbies and interests.
Members earn hours by providing services and use
those hours to receive services in return.
The goal of timebanking is to weave together a
community of individuals, organizations, and
businesses who honor dignity, choice, and
independence of all people across all generations.
WLAUMC has joined other churches, temples, and
Japanese American community organizations on the
Westside in participating in this Keiro-sponsored
program.
For more information, please contact Kenji Mayeda,
Timebank coordinator for WLAUMC.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual Conference Participants

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Administrative Council Meeting
The Administrative Council
will meet on Saturday, July 18
at 10:00 AM in the Learning
Center. Participants are asked
to read pages 88-138 of “Why
Nobody Wants to Go to Church
Anymore: And How 4 Acts of
Love Will Make Your Church
Irresistible” by Thom and Joani
Schultz. If you are in need a copy of the book or the
selected pages, please contact Rev. Janet Cromwell.
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Annual Conference participants include Rev. Becky Hirata,
Rev. Janet Cromwell, Kathy Orebaugh, Cooke Sunoo, Stan
Shimotsu, Justin Yamaguchi, and Rev. Gary Oba.

The California-Pacific Annual Conference was held
in Redlands, CA on June 17-20.
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Ishinomaki Mission Report
West LA United Methodist was blessed to have heard mission trip reports from the group of people who recently
visited to Ishinomaki Japan! Here are some of their highlights and experiences.

At the invitation of the Ishinomaki
Christian Center (ICC), a first time
overseas mission trip of senior
citizens, with Rev. Rebecca Hirata as
the leader, spent ten days in Japan
from May 25 to June 3. The purpose
of the mission was outreach to
Government Housing Residents, most
of whom are seniors, to strengthen
and encourage earthquake and
tsunami victims in the Ishinomaki
community through the love and
peace of Christ.
Personally financed by each team
member, the group consisted of Sadie
Hifumi, Kuni Ishiwada, Naomichi and
Toshiko Ito, George and Keiko Kikuta,
Michi Matsuda, Otto and Eleanor Nakano, Aya Okada, Norman and Marge Sakamoto, Lois Tateishi and Sets
Yamashita.
Upon arrival in Ishinomaki, the team was housed at ICC with dorm accommodations - women in two rooms and
the men in one room. The first day was filled with orientation, devotion and time to become acquainted with the ICC
staff. The mission days were filled with visits to several government housing centers. Interaction with the residents
was through worship, working together on craft activities, exchange of conversations, and even some line dancing.
One evening the team prepared a sukiyaki dinner for 40 residents, much to their delight.
The days were long and intense while interfacing with the residents but the rewards were tremendous. Everyone
had to be very flexible and go with the flow of daily events. Our group gave joy to the residents, but also our team
derived much gratification knowing they were able to give some semblance of hope to the senior residents who live
difficult lives. Interfacing with the residents was a joy combined with moments of sadness. In addition, a strong bond
developed amongst the team members as they really came to know each other through daily activities, to accept each
person for who they are, and to forgive minor personality quirks.
On Sunday morning, the team worshipped at the Ishinomaki Yamashirocho Church, founded by Nanayo Kuno and
Chimie Hashimoto’s maternal great-grandfather. A tour of the Ishinomaki city showed signs of gradual rebuilding;
however, even today much evidence still remains of the devastating tsunami.
A delightful diversion for the team was a visit to the Nozomi (hope) Project, a social enterprise bringing hope to
women adversely affected by the 2011 earthquake. The women in the community create one-of-a-kind pieces of
jewelry using broken pottery left in the wake of the tsunami. As broken shards are being transformed into beautiful
treasures, so, too, are lives being filled with renewed dignity, pride and self-respect.
We are indebted to Rev. Becky for leading this mission trip. Her leadership and patience were invaluable. She
reminded everyone there was to be no “monku” and everyone listened. We are grateful the team had God’s blessings
throughout their days in Japan and returned home safely to share testimonials of this inspiring mission experience.
Most of all, our God is to be praised and glorified.
Written and Submitted by Grace Seto
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United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

Coming in August

Purpose of United Methodist Women

On Saturday, August 15 (note date change), we
will meet at 9:30 AM to pack toiletry bags for lowincome UCLA students and layettes for newborn
babies in Alaska. Lunch will be served by Fusako
Hamamoto, Aya Okada and Marge Sakamoto, so we
will be requesting sign-ups.

“United Methodist Women is a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,
to develop a creative supportive fellowship and
to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wesley Foundation Open House

THANKS TO...
UMW members who traveled to
Ishinomaki with Rev. Becky to deliver our
love, prayers and monetary and gift
donations to the residents of temporary
housing: Kuni Ishiwada, Keiko Kikuta, Michi
Matsuda, Eleanor Nakano, Aya Okada, Marjorie
Sakamoto, Lois Tateishi, Sets Yamashita and Sadie
Hifumi. Well done! (You can read a full report by
Grace Seto on page 9.)
UMW members who helped cook dinner for PATH,
on June 8: Rose Honda, Keiko Kano, Michi Matsuda,
Pat Setoguchi (and husband, Sab), Frances Uchida
and Kathi Yamazaki with Co-Chairs Pam Ryder and
Sadie Hifumi. Special thanks to Kenji Mayeda for
picking up the food and serving along with Keiko, Michi
and Kathy Orebaugh (who had to rush from work).
Word is they enjoyed the Shepherd's Pie, green salad
(especially Pam's home-grown tomatoes and
cucumbers) and Lemon Lush dessert. PATH is now
partnering with the Veterans Administration to serve
homeless veterans. Thanks, everyone for your help!
All who ate at Marie Callender's in April and helped
us raise $848.82. The UMW Steering Committee voted
to add a sum from our Treasury to make a total of
$1,000.00 as a donation to UMCOR's Nepal
Earthquake Relief Fund.
All who have contributed single-serve food items
for UCLA Wesley Foundation 580 Café. Remember,
everyone is invited to donate canned goods, not just
UMW members. We will have the food items delivered
once a month to replenish their pantry.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Queen Mary Tour and Tea

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Reservations have been made for a fun day on the
Queen Mary on Saturday, July 25. We will depart WLA
UMC at 9:00 AM for a tour of the Princess Diana
Exhibit followed by the Windsor Tea. For any
questions, please contact Chairperson Sonia Dixon.
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On a sunny beautiful afternoon on April 19, 20
members of our church attended the First Annual
Wesley Foundation Open House. Members attending
were Rev’s Gary and Janet, Kathy Orebaugh, Rose
Honda, Keiko Kano, Michi Matsuda, Frances Uchida,
Diane Yamagata, Kenji and Janice Mayeda, Eleanor
and Otto Nakano, Jane and Stan Shimotsu, Kay and
Rich Yang, Cooke and Elaine Sunoo and Ken Ho.
The Wesley Foundation and 580 Café serves the
students of UCLA and is directed by Jeanne Roe Smith.
Students gave tours of the facilities including the 580
Café to which our church has donated food items.
Many students expressed to us their gratefulness for
the food and emotional support they receive there and
how the Café has been a place where they can hang
out, eat and study. We also saw the meeting room
downstairs where students have Wednesday dinner
and Christian service each week led by Pastor Jeanne.
In the beautiful sanctuary, we listened to a program
that had personal witnesses of current and past
students relating how the Wesley Foundation helped
them find a way to a better today and tomorrow and
where they are now in their journey. We were treated
to songs and music. Our members contributed to
Wesley’s silent auction and there was bidding on such
items as student artwork, jewelry, restaurant and event
tickets. Otto was the lucky winner of three chef knives!
We also enjoyed wraps, cheese and crackers, fruit,
dessert and drinks. A good time was had by everyone.
We will continue to support the Wesley Foundation
and 580 Café with our donations both food and
monetary.
Written by Janice Mayeda
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2016 Women's Retreat
Mark your calendar for April 23-24, 2016 for next
year’s Women’s Retreat at Aldersgate Retreat Center
in Pacific Palisades.

July 2015

Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

for your generous gifts!
Memorial Offerings

Special Offerings
If you would like a list of the Special Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

If you would like a list of the Memorial Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Altar Flowers dedicated in June
If you would like a list of the Altar Flower donations,
please contact the Church Office.

West L.A. Connections
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「キリストさんが一番」
5 月 25 日から 6 月 3 日まで、石巻ミッション
の奉仕中、一番心に残った言葉である。石巻ク
リスチャンセンターのバージニア宣教師に日本
の両親を紹介された。（実の両親ではなく、日
本の両親）一緒にイオンモールのフードコート
で食事をしていた時にお父さんが「キリストさ
んが一番」だと連発。その理由を私に説明する
のは驚きであった。お父さんはクリスチャンで
はないが、クリスチャンが一番いいと言う。4
年前から、今まで、続けてボランティア活動奉
仕をするクリスチャンの姿に感動している人で
ある。
「神の国は、人が地に種を蒔くようなもの。夜
は寝て、朝は起き、そうこうしているうちに、
種は芽を出して育ちます。どのようにしてか、
人は知りません。」（マルコ 4:26）種は、一
度蒔かれると、人の目には見えなくても成長し、
目が出て花が咲き、穀物の収穫に至る。神の国
を求める時、すぐに成果が見えないからといっ
て、落胆挫折しないように教えられる。神の業
は神の時に神の人々（キリストさん）によって、
神の方法で必ず成される。神の国は、ストップ
することなく、徐々に広がり続ける。はっきり
と人の目に見えなくても、政治、経済、教育、
文化の各フィールドにおいて躍動的に成長して
いると教えられた。
日本には、クリスチャンが人口の 1％もいない。
しかし、今回また一人、主の愛に感動する人を
見せてもらった。主の名が褒め称えられていた。
ああ、神の国は広がっている。

平田
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please Note:
Nichigo Bible Study is taking a summer break in July.
Rev. Becky Hirata is taking a summer vacation from
July 27 – August 2, 2015.
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“Kirisuto-san ga Ichiban!”
(Little Christ is NO.1!)
From 5/25-6/3, WLAUMC Mission group visited
Ishinomaki, Japan.
Ms. Virginia, ICC missionary, asked me to meet her
Japanese parents. At the Aeon Mall food court, we
were able to eat dinner together. Then, I heard this
phrase by her father. “Kirisuto-san ga Ichiban!” He
is not a Christian (yet!) but he was so touched by
Little Christ for 4 years after tsunami/earthquake.
“This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day,
whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and
grows, though he does not know how.”(Mark 4:26)
All by itself, the soil produces grain, whether we see
or not. God’s work is growing by His people
(Kirisuto-san), in His time, by His way. Even though
I cannot see, it is growing in the field of business,
education, culture, politics, etc.
I really cannot see many Japanese Christians (yet!).
But, I was able to see one man, touched by Christ,
telling people that Christ is NO.1 in Japan. God is to
be glorified!
Pastor Becky Hirata 平田
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Nichigo’s
July 2015 Calendar
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 12

11:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM
July 13-17 10:00AM
July 19
11:00 AM
July 22
4:00 PM
July 25
9:00 AM
July 26
11:00 AM
July 31
7:30 PM

Office Closed
July 4 Holiday
Nichigo Worship Service
Fair Trade Sale
Nichigo Worship Service
Vacation Bible School
Nichigo Worship Service
Meiji Gakuin Visit / Potluck Dinner
UMW Queen Mary Trip
Nichigo Worship Service
Japanese Film Night

July 2015

July 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Notes:
 No Choir Rehearsals in July. Choir Rehearsals will resume on Tuesday
evenings in August.
 Junior High Camp: July 5 thru July 10
 Asian Camp: July 26 thru July 31

1

5 Family Worship and

8

6

Holy Communion

7

No Study this morning
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

Thursday

2

Friday

Saturday

3 Church Office Closed

4 Independence Day

10

11

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
No Bible Study tonight

11:30am 80+ Women’s
Luncheon at Aki’s Rest.

9:00am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9
9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

Jr. High Camp departure
9:30am English Worship
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:00am Church Library Open

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

No Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Finance Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

Jr. High Camp returns

12 Fair Trade Sale

13

14

15

16

17

9:30am English Worship
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
10:30am Fair Trade Sale
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:15am UMW Steering Com. Mtg
11:15am Social Action Mtg
11:15pm VBS Meeting & Set Up

19 VBS Sunday

9:30am English Worship
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:15am Bazaar Planning Mtg

26

Asian Camp departure
9:30am English Worship
11:00am Japanese Worship

No Study this morning

11:00am Fran Ellis’s Memorial
Service

18
10:00am Admin Council Mtg.

6:00 PATH Meal Service

No Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Trustees Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

Vacation Bible School 2015, Monday through Friday, July 13-17 • 10:00 AM - 1:30 PM

20

21

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast Mtg

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

No Choir Rehearsal

27

28

1:00pm Women’s Bible
Study
6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

West L.A. Connections

22

9:00m “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

23

24

25

9:00am UMW Queen Mary
Trip to Long Beach

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

4:00pm Meiji Gakuin Visit
7:30pm Bible Study

29

No Study this morning
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

30

No Bible Study tonight

Page 13

31

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
Asian Camp returns
7:30pm Japanese Movie
Night

July 2015

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

VBS Mission Project
Support the VBS Mission Project School Supply
Kits for low-income children by donating #2
pencils, black or blue pens, 6” rulers, boxes of 24
Crayons, glue sticks, white erasers, pencil
sharpeners and Composition Books. Items maybe
placed in the VBS donation bin in the Social Hall.

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

