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On December 7, our congregation will gather with our District
Superintendent Rev. Kathey Wilborn for our annual All Church
Conference. It is appropriate that this meeting is taking place during
Advent – a time in the church year that is set aside for reflection,
preparation, and anticipation of God's renewing presence in our lives.

Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM

Pastors' Office Hours
Rev. Gary: Tues-Fri, 9 AM to 1 PM
Rev. Janet: Tues-Fri, 9 AM to 1 PM
Rev. Becky: Sat, 10 AM to 12 PM

Sunday Worship Services
 9:30 AM
English Language Worship
Child Care and Sunday School
 10:30 AM
Fellowship Time for both congregations
 11:00 AM
Japanese Language Worship

Staff
Rev. Gary Oba, Senior Pastor
Email: obagary@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Cromwell, Associate Pastor
Email: jlcromwell8@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata, Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
Email: pastorwlaumc@yahoo.co.jp
Lina Yamaguchi,
Secretary and Newsletter Coordinator
Email: wlaumc@aol.com

Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote spiritual
growth - Building a community of
faith and making disciples of Christ
by reaching out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of faith
is what we are about.
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At the meeting, our church leaders will describe many of the
activities that have taken place this past year that have enabled
spiritual growth within our community. We will recall how God’s
Spirit has touched and transformed our lives through worship and
music, and inspired us to become better disciples of Jesus Christ.
We will think back to the many Bible Study sessions that have
offered opportunities to learn valuable lessons from the scriptures and
deepen our faith.
We will give thanks for the Ohana gatherings, church potlucks,
holiday celebrations and parties that have brought together our church
family for friendship, fellowship and lots of fun.
We will describe the Egg Hunt, Bazaar and Holiday Boutique as
ways that we shared our talents and offered hospitality to the larger
community.
We will prepare a report on the number of meals we served at
PATH, the food and supplies we delivered to the Campus Ministry, the
packages we assembled for Stop Hunger Now, the money we gave to
Imagine No Malaria, and the joy that we felt in serving others.
We will rejoice in the knowledge that our congregation is truly
intergenerational, working together to serve God in all that we do.
We will recount these things and so much more.
And then, like those who patiently awaited the birth of the Messiah,
Christ our Lord, we will open our hearts and minds to anticipate all
that God has in store for us in the coming year. In faith, we will watch
for signs – like the guiding light of the Bethlehem star – to guide us in
the next steps of our church’s spiritual journey.
Thanks be to God for all that has been and all that is yet to come!
In anticipation and hope,
Rev. Janet Cromwell
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

Judy Kajikawa (Marlene Sakamoto’s sister – health),
Mrs. Junko Kubo (health), Fusae Mayeda (Kenji
Mayeda’s mother – health), Teru Miyake (seeking
employment), Yoko Mori (Frances Uchida’s friend –
health), Steve Nagata (health), Janice Okinaga
(strength & health), Tats Omori (Gregg Omori’s father
– health), Sachi Ota (health), Joseph Pascale
(encephalitis), Janet Soares-Bean (Janet Hifumi
Gunter’s friend – health), John Sheridan (Jack Ong’s
friend – health), Glenn Shimizu (Aki Yagi’s son-in-law –
health), Mits Shimotsu (dialysis), Dorothy Stroh (Stan
Shimotsu’s friend – health), Nancy Takeda (health),
Lily Tanabe (health), Yoshiye Tanaka (Jeri Floyd’s aunt
– health), George Tashiro (Naoto Tashiro’s father –
health), Lawrence Toy (health), Fumi Tsuruda (health),
Sandy Vinatieri (Kenji Mayeda’s friend – ALS),
Christine Won (health), Helen Wong (Rich Yang’s
friend – health), Vicki and Mel Wong (Jane & Ken
Harada’s friends – Mel’s health), Wesley Yamaka
(Pamela Ryder’s uncle – health), Margaret Yamato
(Michi Matsuda's sister – health), Pastor Isaiah Yoo
(Lisa Asahina’s friend – health).

We give thanks to God and rejoice for:
 Aki Yagi, Aya Sase, Pamela Ryder, Keiko Kano, and
Stacey Hirose for cooking and serving the meal at
PATH on November 10.
 Deaconness Jeanne Roe Smith and the UCLA
Wesley Foundation students who led worship on
November 23.
 Dave and Emily Cook, Youth Leaders, youth, and
other volunteers who prepared Thanksgiving meals
on November 26 and delivered them on
Thanksgiving morning to low-income families.
 Our generous church members who donated canned
goods, turkeys, and toys that will be distributed this
holiday season to families.
 Mrs. Junko Kubo returning home from the hospital
and speaking for the first time since having been hit
by car over one year ago.
 Spiritual messages that guide our lives and the
power of music to touch our souls.
 Our church’s many dedicated volunteers.
 Guests and friends who worship with us on Sunday
mornings!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings for
December

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
 Diane and Lauren Yamagata upon Larry Yamagata’s
passing on November 20.
 Bart Maeda’s family upon the passing of his Aunt
Jane on November 20.
 Persons going through medical tests and preparing
for treatments.
 Persons who are grieving, sad, lonely, or depressed
during the holiday season.
 Persons who have been effected by heavy
snowstorms in the northeast.
 Immigration policies that support families.
 Peaceful resolution to conflicts around the globe.

These readings serve as the foundation
for the Wednesday morning Bible Study and
Sunday morning Worship Services. By reading these
scripture lessons during the week, you can prepare
your heart and mind for Sunday worship.

Prayers for West LA members, families and
friends: Velcy Abracosa (health and strength), Mark
Ando (health), Carla Bailey (health), Doris Berlan (Jane
& Stan Shimotsu’s friend – health), David Cook
(continued healing), Fran Ellis (health), Michael Gunter
(health), Pat Hirata (health), Ellen Ho (Ken Ho’s mother
– health), Rose Ikuta (health), Nancy Ichinaga (health),
Aiko Inouye (Fumi Tsuruda’s sister-in-law – health),
Jeri Floyd (health), Herb Floyd (health), Sandra and
Steve Hirose (Stacey Hirose’s parents – health),
Glenn Inouye (Aiko Inouye’s son – health), Laura Floyd
Jannings (Dan Floyd’s sister – health), Chris Allen
Joya (Stan Shimotsu’s friend – health),
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Dec. 7

Esther 4:1-17

Matthew 5:13-16

Dec. 14

Isaiah 42:1-9

Matthew 12:15-21

Dec. 21

Psalm 23:1-4

Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 24

Psalm 96:10-13

Luke 2:1-20

Dec. 25

Psalm 95:6-7

Luke 2:8-20

Dec. 28

Psalm 96:10-13

Matthew 2:1-12

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
Join us on Thursday mornings at
9:30 AM in the Sanctuary to pray for
persons on the church’s prayer list. If
you would like an updated copy of the
Prayer List, contact Lina Yamaguchi,
Church Secretary at 310-479-1379. The prayer
gathering at the church will not take place on
Christmas Day or New Year’s Day.
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

Sunday School and Bible Studies

December 9:30 AM Worship Services

Children’s Sunday School

December 7 – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Esther 4:1-17.
Theme: Sometimes God's plan means taking action
now. Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Sunday School helps children learn about God, the
life of Jesus, and important lessons from the Bible.
Children and youth are encouraged to attend worship
and Sunday School each week!
Infants & Toddlers Nursery (next to the sanctuary)
Age 3 to Pre-K Cool Kids Room 1
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (located upstairs)

December 14 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Family Christmas Worship
Children, youth and adults will delight in the re-telling of
the Christmas story through scripture, hymns, carols
and a nativity tableau.

Women’s Bible Study Group

December 21 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Matthew 1:18-25.
Theme: The Savior is here!
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Mondays, 1:00 PM in Room 9.
The Women’s Bible Study Group will take recess
for the month of December.

Men’s Bible Study Group

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Services
Two identical services at 4:30 and 7:30 PM
Come to worship on Christmas Eve to hear and enjoy
the story of miraculous Christ’s birth. The Sanctuary
Choir will share selections that will touch your heart
and fill you with the Christmas spirit of joy and hope.

Periodic Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group is resuming on periodic
Tuesdays. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates and times.

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:15-10:15 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. (See page 2 of
for scripture lessons.) See Rev. Gary Oba for more
information.

December 28 – 1st Sunday after Christmas
Worship with Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Matthew 2:1-12.
Theme: The Messiah will be welcomed by the wise and
seen as a threat by the foolish.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thursday Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in Learning Center.
The group continues its discussion of the book,
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, by
Reza Aslan. The schedule may be found on the church
website, www.wlaumc.com under Get Involved/Bible
Study/Thursday Bible Study. No study on Dec. 18, 25,
and Jan. 1.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Family Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 14, 9:30 AM
West LA UMC will hold a
Family Christmas Worship Service
on Sunday, December 14 at 9:30
AM. This service will include a
delightful retelling of the Christmas
story through scripture readings,
hymns, and a nativity tableau. This
service is a wonderful opportunity to immerse your
family in the beloved story of Jesus’ humble, yet
miraculous, birth.
Rehearsals for this special program will be held on
November 30 during Sunday School, and December 7
during Sunday School and at 12:00 noon in the
sanctuary to test microphones and finalize blocking.
Participants are asked to arrive on December 14 at
8:30 AM to get into costumes, rehearse, and have a
group photo taken.
For more information on the Family Christmas
Worship Service, please contact Pamela Ryder, Ashley
Ramsey, or Rev. Janet Cromwell.
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Second Service Added on Christmas Eve
WLAUMC will offer two identical Christmas Eve
worship services on December 24 at 4:30 PM and 7:30
PM. The services will feature the choir singing a
Christmas cantata, traditional carols, and scripture
readings.
The addition of the earlier service will give an
option to persons who are unable to attend a later
service due to holiday gatherings. The worship
committee also hopes the additional service will relieve
overcrowding in the sanctuary.
A refreshment time is planned following the 7:30
pm service. Persons planning to attend the second
service are invited to bring cookies to share at the
refreshment time.
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

4th – 8 th Grade Retreat
January 18-19, 2015
Mark your calendar for the 4th – 8th Grade Retreat!
It will begin on Sunday, January 18, at 3:00 PM and
conclude on Monday morning, January 19. Once
again, we'll have fun bowling, making dinner, watching
a movie, talking, laughing, and helping others through
a mission project! Participants will stay overnight in the
Learning Center (and try to get some sleep!).
This year’s Retreat Leaders include Sharon
Kinoshita Gill, Lenny Gill, Mike Dote, and Rev. Janet
Cromwell. More information and registration forms will
be sent to parents in December.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The November 8 Ohana gathering at West LA UMC.

Confirmation Retreat

Ohana 2.0: Families with Young Children

January 18-19, 2015, 8:30 AM – 2:00 PM
A Confirmation Retreat for students in 7 th – 12 th
Grade will be held on Saturday, February 28 at the
church. This one-day Retreat will include information
about The United Methodist Church and the meaning
of church membership. Participants will begin
composing a Personal Faith Statement that describes
the foundation of their faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit. Plus, we'll have lots of fun as we learn together.
Details of the Confirmation Retreat will be
forthcoming. In the meantime, please set aside the
day for your student to participate in this important step
in their Christian formation and development!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Saturday, December 6, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Parents, grandparents, and young children are
invited to the Ohana 2.0 gathering in the Social Hall on
Saturday, December 6 at 10:00 AM. Participants enjoy
play time, thoughtful conversation, and a delicious
potluck lunch!
For more information, please contact Jane
Shimotsu or the Church Office. Please RSVP to Jane
so that preparations can be made for childcare during
the discussion time for adults and the potluck lunch.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Halloween Party Fun and
Thanksgiving Card Making

What does it mean to be “Family”?

Thanks to our youth and youth leaders for hosting
a fabulously fun Halloween Party with over 100
participants!
And wow! On Sunday, November 16, volunteers
created over 100 Thanksgiving Cards for persons on
our prayer list and homebound members. Thanks to
everyone who helped with this holiday project!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On Sunday, November 23,
Deaconness Jeanne Rose Smith and
students from the UCLA Wesley
Foundation Campus Ministry led
worship at West LA UMC. In her
message, UCLA student Seidi
Valencia, reflected on Matthew
12:46-50, in which Jesus states that
“anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, is
my brother and sister and mother.” She stated that
Jesus does not deny his biological siblings or mother,
but that his understanding of “family” is much broader
and inclusive of all who do God’s will.
Seidi spoke about the importance of the “family”
that she has found at the Campus Ministry. These
friends have shared love and support for her that has
enabled her to grow in faith and accomplish her goals.
She reminded all of us of the importance of family.
We give thanks for the Wesley Foundation ministry
and are grateful to support it with our prayers, food,
and financial support.

Ornament Making
Sunday, November 30, After 9:30 Worship
We’ll be celebrating the
holiday season by making
ornaments for the Sanctuary
Christmas Tree on Sunday,
November 30. Supplies will be
provided for several ornaments.
Children, youth, and adults are all
invited to participate!
Parents are invited to bring
additional snacks for Fellowship
Time to keep our energy up as we as we create
ornaments.

West L.A. Connections
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

“Okaeri” (“welcome home”)

Christmas Toy Drive

Okaeri was the first ever LGBT J-A conference. It
was held at the Japanese American National Museum
November 14-15. Marsha Aizumi, who spoke earlier
this year at WLAUMC, was one of the co-organizers.
She confessed that when Bill Watanabe (retired CEO
of Little Tokyo Service Center) first suggested the
conference to her, she hoped that 100 people would
attend. When the conference opened there was a
capacity crowd of 200!
The gathering included a broad spectrum of
lesbians, gays, bi-sexual and transgender individuals
and their allies. All ages were present from young
children through great-grandparents. Workshops
included such predictable topics as “LGBTQ 101,” “It’s
a Genderful life!” and “Coming out: The Act and
Process”. But the surprising element was the degree to
which a religious and theological vein ran through the
gathering. Rev. Mark Nakagawa facilitated “Religious
Advocates of LGBTQ Persons and Families,” and Rev.
Ken Fong of Evergreen Baptist Church LA led “Holding
Onto My Faith: A Culture Shift in the Christian
Community.”
In a small group, Rev. Fong spoke to the
importance of finding God’s acceptance of LGBT in the
Bible. As an evangelical Christian, he underscored the
importance of finding acceptance of LGBT within the
context of a Christianity they could accept.
WLAUMC was proud to sponsor Okaeri along with
JACL (PSW District, SF Valley, Greater Pasadena,
Greater LA, San Diego, Seattle, and Ventura), the
Japanese American National Museum, Chatsworth
West UMC, Gardena Valley JCI, and many other
individuals and organizations. (see www.okaeri-la.org)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Social Action
Commission is sponsoring a
Christmas Toy Drive. Toys
are being collected to share
with South Central Los
Angeles families and with
families in the ministry of
Pastor Vilma Cruz-Baez.
The families in South
Central LA are those with
whom we have shared food
baskets and other gifts during
the year. These families are very low income and
appreciative of our church’s support. Dave Cook has
identified and met with the families and our youth
visited them during the Thanksgiving food deliveries.
Rev. Vilma Cruz-Baez is the pastor of Iglesia
Metodista La Plaza on Olvera Street in downtown LA.
She and her parishioners deliver toys to very low
income families living at the Mexico border.
We of WLAUMC are fortunate to be able to share
our blessings with these two ministries. Please bring
unwrapped toys for children from pre-school through
adolescence to the church by December 7. Art and
crafts supplies, books, sports equipment, and musical
instruments, are especially welcomed. Generally it is
better not to include toys that require batteries.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fair Trade for the Holidays
It has now become an “Eat/Give Well While Doing
Good” tradition at West LA UMC to purchase and give
Fair Trade products to our families and friends during
the Christmas season.
The Social Action Commission is once again
selling a broad array of wonderful treats from around
the world. Most all are fully organic certified and all
products are grown by small farmers. Products will be
available every Sunday through December 21.
Delicious chocolate bars - which are always a
favorite - are available as “mini-bars” in cellophane
bags or as full size bars. In addition to the 80% very
dark chocolate, new flavors include raspberry and
lemon-ginger-black pepper (seriously delicious).
Strawberry jam and orange marmalade are
available, made with fruits grown by small farmers and
then bottled in England. (Think tea and crumpets, or
just great in your PB&J sandwiches.)
Coffees, cocoa and tea are also always available,
as is Palestinian olive oil.
“Do Good, Eat/Give Well.”
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All Church Conference
Sunday, December 7, 11:30 AM, Learning Center
Our church’s annual meeting with
District Superintendent Rev. Kathey
Wilborn will take place on Sunday,
December 7 at 11:30 AM in the
Learning Center. This is our
opportunity to share the good news of
the ministry taking place at and
through West LA UMC! The meeting
also includes important business items such as
approving the church’s annual budget.
Everyone is invited to attend the All Church
Conference. Please plan to stay after worship for this
important annual meeting.
If you have any questions about the All Church
Conference agenda or reports, please contact Rev.
Gary Oba.
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Fighting Malaria Means Fighting Ebola
The biggest Ebola
outbreak in recorded history
is sweeping across Guinea,
Sierra Leone and Liberia,
and has a foothold in Nigeria.
The World Health
Organization has reported
that 5,420 people in eight
countries have died from
Ebola. The disease has been declared a public health
emergency of international concern because it is highly
contagious, has no cure, and has a death rate of up to
90 percent in some outbreaks.
United Methodist health workers equipped by
Imagine No Malaria to fight malaria are now also
fighting Ebola. The same trained and skilled health
professionals are on the front lines.
“It is a blessing and a gift that a strengthened
infrastructure is in place, thanks to the ministry of
Imagine No Malaria,” said the Rev. Gary Henderson,
executive director of Imagine No Malaria. Imagine No
Malaria supports programs in four countries where
Ebola is most present, and our comprehensive
approach has strengthened hospitals and health posts.
Today, fighting malaria means fighting Ebola.
Imagine No Malaria alone is not equipped to launch an
emergency response to the Ebola epidemic, but The
UMC is part of a global denomination armed with the
belief that the world is our parish. The people of The
United Methodist Church are responding with supplies,
grant money and advocacy.
West LA UMC recently paid its $13,000 pledge to
the Imagine No Malaria initiative. Of that, $3,449
remains to be raised to cover the shortfall. If you wish
to contribute to the initiative, please make your check
payable to “WLAUMC” and on the memo line write
Imagine No Malaria.
(Note: Portions of this article were excerpted from an
article written by Julie Frisbie for UMCOR.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tritia Toyota to Speak in January
Tritia Toyota is a former Los
Angeles television news anchor and a
current adjunct assistant professor in
anthropology, Asian-American
studies and the media at UCLA.
Her area of interests include
Political participation, contemporary
Asian migration, transnational Asian
American communities, race theory,
and social movements.
Dr. Toyota will speak at West LA UMC on Sunday,
January 25, at 1:00 in the Sanctuary. Please mark
your calendar and plan to attend this special
presentation sponsored by the Social Action
Commission.

West L.A. Connections
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Living-Trusts & Charitable-Giving Seminar
Thank You!
For all of you who attended our joint-seminar last
month, thank you for attending. Thanks also to the
Finance Committee who sponsored and planned our
event and provided the delicious lunch.
As a reminder to the attendees, as well as to all of
our Church members, your gifts to the Church made
before December 31, 2014 will be fully deductible
against your income this year. Please keep West LA
UMC in your hearts and minds during the upcoming
holiday season; we would truly appreciate your
generous giving. Also, kindly consider including our
Church in your estate-planning strategies. And, for
those persons who have older Living Trusts done
before year 2012, this would be a good time to review
your Trusts with your attorney to be sure they remain
up to date and do not include any unnecessary or
unwise tax-planning devices. Happy Holidays!
Rich Yang and Gregg Omori
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christmas Caroling
Sunday December 21, 2014, 1:00- 4:00 PM
Worship and Music is sponsoring an afternoon of
Christmas Caroling to seniors who are homebound or
at Assisted Living Residences. If you are interested in
singing and bringing joy to others during this holiday
season, please see Pamela Ryder.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Joint New Year Worship Service
and Potluck Luncheon
Sunday, January 4, 10:30 AM
Celebrate the new year at
the combined English and
Japanese language worship
service on January 4 at 10:30
AM. Together we will sing, pray,
and listen for God’s guidance
as we begin the new year. This
is a family worship for people of
all ages. Activity bags will be
provided for young children and
communion with mocha will be served.
Following worship, we will continue the celebration
with an All Church Potluck Lunch in the Social Hall.
Plan to sign up to bring your favorite dish to share with
others!
Start the new year in worship and fellowship with
your church family! Everyone is welcome!
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United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

Holiday Boutique Kudos

Boutique Post-Sale

By the quality of crafts, baked goods, collectibles,
etc. for sale and the number of volunteers and
customers, all enjoying a beautiful day on Saturday,
November 1, our biennial HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE was a
whopping success!
First of all, our thanks go to all the UMW members
who labored diligently at the monthly workshops
throughout the year. In addition, several members
worked at home and contributed their wonderful
handiwork for sale. Thanks to Co-Chairs Pam, Kathi
and Sadie; and particularly Pam who coordinated
advertising and manpower. Thank you to Rev. Janet
for her awesome social media skills for reaching out to
the community to further advertise the Boutique.
Thanks to Keiko Takahashi for coordinating the
Nichigo members in preparing chirashi sushi, Eleanor
for taking care of the baked goods and Rose for her
monumental work with the Country Store. Thank you to
Pam, Fusako, Frances and Sadie for the delicious
lunch provided for all the workers. And of course,
thank you to all the volunteers who came out to help
before, during and after the Boutique; and to Stan and
Otto for coordinating set-up and clean-up. We couldn't
have done it without you!
Our deepest appreciation to all the supportive
friends who used their time and talent to donate goods
to sell: Ha Chau, Aiko Harada, Ruth Inatomi, Suzanne
Kuwano, Susan Lui, Kim Maeda, Kirsten Maeda, Kenji
Mayeda, Carolyn Matsumura, Lillie Mihara, Ilene
Murakami, Helen Okazaki, Catie Takimoto, Lisa Woo,
Aneka Yamase and Debbie Yumori.
We are happy to announce that the beautiful
Opportunity Quilt "FAN-TASTIC," made by Grace Seto,
was won by Marilyn Fujii. Second prize, a standing
steam iron donated by Lois Tateishi, went to Chimie
Hashimoto.
We are further delighted to announce that we
raised approximately $9,000.00 for missions! We will
have a Post-Sale on Sunday, December 7, after which
we will announce the distribution of the funds.
THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR YOUR PART IN
THE SUCCESS OF OUR HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday, December 7, 9:00-9:30 and at 10:30 AM
You don't want to miss this special sale! Prices will
be slashed to sell items remaining from our Holiday
Boutique. They will go on sale between 9:00-9:30 AM
and again after the worship service.
UMW members who volunteered to set up include
Keiko Kano, Yae, Sets and Sadie. Lois will cashier
and Kathi, Haru, Thelma and Aya Sase will help clean
up. We will welcome help from other UMW members
who are available that day.

Join the UMW
For all current members, it is time to renew your
membership and commitment to the mission of the
UMW by pledging $10.00 which will be sent to the
Conference UMW to be used for mission work.
Please see Treasurer Lois Tateishi.
At the same time, we welcome all women to join
our fellowship. You don't have to be a member of WLA
UMC, just interested in participating in good works and
fun times. Come to our meetings or speak to any of
our members and find out what the UMW is all about.
An announcement is forthcoming about our activities
for the New Year 2015.

New Leadership!
At our meeting on Sunday, November 9, it was
happily announced that we have a new UMW
Chairperson, Rose Honda! As busy as she is with
commitments to numerous commissions and
committees and soon to reach her 88th year, Rose has
nevertheless graciously accepted the task of leading
the UMW in the new year 2015. With her great
organizational and persuasive skills, we know that the
UMW will flourish and grow. Congratulations to the
UMW for their new leader!
We are also thankful for the continued commitment
of Toshie Setoguchi who will continue as our
Corresponding Secretary and Lois Tateishi who will
continue as our Treasurer. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West LA Women’s Retreat
Our third annual Women’s Retreat
will be held March 14-15, 2015 at
Aldersgate Retreat Center in Pacific
Palisades. The Retreat Fee is only
$99 for those registering before
February 8! Registration materials will be available in
early January. In the meantime, mark your calendar
for this fun and spiritually renewing Women’s Retreat.
Please contact Cindy Morimoto or Rev. Janet
Cromwell if you have any questions.

Two Reminders
Please do not park in front of the church in the
white loading zone. The space is for drop-off and pickup only. Drivers who leave their cars unattended for
more than 5 minutes will risk getting a ticket.
Also, when leaving the parking lot, please
remember to lock the two locks together. Do not lock
the lock on the chain. Thank you.

West L.A. Connections
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Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

Memorial Offerings
In memory of Chiyo Goka
Bob & Thelma Adachi
In memory of William Hamamoto
Gwen Hering

for your generous gifts!
Special Offerings

In memory of Masu Hashimoto
Nanayo Kuno

Food Bank
Ken Ho, Carole Nakano

In memory Frank Hirata
Fred & Sadie Hifumi, Rose Honda, Kazie Kame,
Keiko Kano, George & Keiko Kikuta, Janice Nishida
Mayeda, Nob & Grace Niwa, Nancy Shimotsu,
Stan & Jane Shimotsu, Lucky & Fumi Sawamura,
Larry & Margaret Toy, Harriet Woo

In appreciation
Yasuko Takata

In memory of Shizue Ishibashi
Rose Honda, Amy Niwa

In celebration of birth of grandson
Jacob Tomio Barata
Gerald & Elaine Tominaga

In memory of Eiichi & Haruko Koshimizu
Judy, Ko & Katie Igarashi

Café Aloha
Aki Yagi

In memory of Haruko Koshimizu
Fred & Sadie Hifumi, Rose Honda, Keiko Kano, Grace
Koshimizu, Joe & Grace Seto, Mits & Jean Shimotsu,
Nancy Shimotsu, Stan & Jane Shimotsu

In honor of Kyoko Yonezawa’s baptism
M/M Mera Inouye
Thank you for Glenn’s recovery
Fred & Sadie Hifumi

In memory of Dr. Fred Miyazaki
Bob & Mary Fujioka

Trisha Murakawa Health & Healing
Phyllis Murakawa

In memory of Anne Brewer & Takashi Morita
Ed Brewer & Carole Morita

Youth Group
Sam & Jean Dote, George & Keiko Kikuta,
Aki Yagi, Sid & Kathi Yamazaki

In memory of Rev. Harry Murakami
Gail Murakami, Glenn & Karen Murakami
In memory of Hideo Nishitani
Rose Honda

Imagine No Malaria
Sam & Jean Dote, Steve & Marilyn Fujii, Anh Gurfield,
Gregg Omori & Stacey Hirose, Arnold & Kimiko
Maeda, Michi Matsuda, Valerie Matsumoto, Gary Oba
& Janet Cromwell, Steven Seto, Sab Setoguchi &
Patricia Range, Yosh & Toshie Setoguchi,
Lois Tateishi, Harriet Woo, Rich & Kay Yang

In memory of Lillie Nishizaka
Fred & Sadie Hifumi, Rose Honda, Michi Matsuda,
Otto & Eleanor Nakano, Aki Yagi
In memory of Toshiharu Okita
George & Frances Uchida

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In memories of Rose Ono and Roy Ono
Robert & Doreen Ono

Altar Flowers dedicated in November

In memory of George Ouchi
Kimie Ouchi & family

In celebration of Jacquelyn's birthday and
Rachel's adoption day
Dan & Jeri Okamoto Floyd family

In memory of Barney Tanida
Otto & Eleanor Nakano, Joe & Grace Seto,
Aileen Tanida, George & Frances Uchida

In memory of Jimmy Mayeda, Jimmy & Rose
Tsurutani and Sumi Tsurutani
Kenji & Janice Nishida Mayeda

In memory of Darryl Uchida
Arnold & Kimiko Maeda, Florence Uchida

In memory of Saikichi & Shizue Nakano
Otto & Eleanor Nakano

In memory of Kay Yamamoto
Otto & Eleanor Nakano, Joe & Grace Seto,
Allison Yamamoto

In memory of James Shideler and Hugh Bailey
Bob & Carla Bailey
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Stewardship Season

A Stewardship Moment

The church is in the midst of stewardship season.
This is the time of the year when the church celebrates
its ministries, hears testimonies from members, and
asks members and constituents for their support in the
form of prayers, presence, gifts, and service.
In November, four persons shared their witness as
part of the stewardship season. Stanley Shimotsu,
Rose Honda, Sharon Kinoshita Gill, and Gregg Omori
each spoke of the importance of the church in their
lives. (Rose’s witness is in this newsletter). The season
culminates with the sending out of stewardship
materials.
The stewardship materials will include a summary
of the current ministries of the church, an introduction
to the church’s theme for the new year “Trust and
Follow,” and an invitation to make a financial pledge to
the church in 2015.
Making a financial pledge of support not only helps
the church plan its ministries for the coming year but
also is a form of spiritual discipline. As Jesus said,
“Where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.”
(Luke 12:34)
As the year draws to a close, let us give God
thanks for what has passed and commit ourselves to
God’s service in the new year.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rose Honda shared this inspiring Stewardship
Moment during worship on November 9. With her
permission, we are printing her remarks in this month’s
Newsletter.
When I was four years old, my mother enrolled me
at the WLA United Methodist Church Sunday School. I
loved going to Sunday School. Do you know why?
Mrs. So, the minister's wife, was a kind and gentle
teacher who taught me how to pray just as Rev. Janet
is teaching the children to pray. We sang songs in
Japanese and English and, to this day, my favorite
hymn is "Jesus Loves Me This I know for the Bible tells
me so." I was surrounded by youth and young adults
who lovingly nurtured me.
After returning from the Manzanar Internment
Camp in 1945, the doors of the WLA United Methodist
Church were opened. My dear friend and the late
Mary Ishizuka and I along with other members
volunteered to teach in Sunday School. For additional
activities we gathered seven pre-teenagers who called
themselves Atomettes. Mary and I journeyed through
life with them. We were pleased and proud of them as
they continued their faith participating at their level.
There is a phrase we often use to hear, “For the
children's sake." I am one of those who has been
enriched, inspired, and benefited by growing up in this
church because the adults cared just as Jane
Shimotsu and the Ohana group does today.
My parents always reminded me that ministers are
human beings too, not always perfect. Love, support,
and pray for them.
Because I come from a small family of five, being a
member of this church has been a tremendous joy and
connection for me for this congregation is my extended
family.
I have been with this church for 84 years. I have
experienced the Church's up and down times, happy
and sad times, discouraging and tough times. My
parents always said, “No matter what Keep the Faith."
It is important keep the faith and always give thanks to
God. I have been able to serve on many committees;
among a few are Administrative Council, Pastor Parish
Relations, Christian Education, Trustees, Outreach and
MemberCare, and Social Action.
I would like to share the scripture from the Bible on
the Spiritual Gifts from 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 which
reads, “Now there are varieties of gifts but the same
spirit, and there are varieties activities but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. We
all have given spiritual gifts helping out at the church
and the community in various ways.”
Let's share our many talents and gifts in the name
of Jesus Christ.
LET'S DO IT.
Rose Honda

Our intergenerational congregation includes several
multi-generational families including
Rose Ikuta with great-granddaughter Kaya Tominaga!

Sadie Hifumi and Rose Honda were featured in a LA Times
front page story on Girls Clubs and, in particular,
the Atomettes at West LA UMC.
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「1 年の恵み」
2014 年も終わりに近づいた。今年も色々な
主の恵みを受けた。心から主に感謝したいと
思う。

When December approaches, I always think about
what God has done for us this year. We have received
many blessings from God.
Especially, when we experienced a big leadership
change this year, we remember to thank God for His
grace and mercy upon our church.

今年は特に、日本語部のレイリーダー（信徒
リーダー）が変わり、大きなリーダーシップ
の変化を必要とする年であった。

In September, our Nichigo lay leader, Frank Hirata,
was taken back to our heavenly home. We all know
that he was a faithful servant of God. I cannot express
how grateful I was to his committed servanthood.

「主は与え、主は取られる。主の御名はほむ
べきかな。」（ヨブ 1:21）
主は私たちの教会にフランク兄弟を与えて下
さった。兄弟は、天に召されるまで奉仕をし
た。最後まで信仰を持ちしっかりと奉仕をす
る素晴らしい信仰先輩を見ることが出来た。
そして主は兄弟を取られた。

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may
the name of the Lord be praised.”(Job 1:21)
And then, the Lord provided us Rocky Iwamoto as
a new Nichigo lay leader. God is good! May the name
of the Lord be praised!
We may be very busy during Christmas season,
but let us remember to enjoy Jesus’ birthday and
praise His name. Jesus is a gift from our God. “God
has loved us so much that He gave us His only Son.
Whoever believes in Him shall have eternal life.” (John
3:16)

そのあと、主は岩本ロッキー兄弟を新しいリ
ーダーとして与えてくれた。本当に感謝であ
る。ロッキー兄弟も主に召される時まで、信
仰がますます成長し、喜びを持って奉仕をし
て欲しいと思う。

Even we die, we live eternally.
Let us praise our God by singing Christmas songs!
Let us praise His name during Christmas season!

来年も主の恵みを受けて、祝福される教会で
ありたいと思う。新しい人が救いにあずかり、
イエス・キリストを主として歩めるような霊
的に生きた教会でありたい。

Pastor Becky Hirata 平田
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Nichigo’s December Calendar
Dec. 7

12 月はクリスマスの行事で忙しくなるが、
キリストの誕生日をお祝いして、楽しみ、エ
ンジョイ出来るように祈りたいと思う。神様
から頂いた愛のギフトである救い主イエス様
を感謝しよう。毎日のようにクリスマスキャ
ロルを歌い神様に賛美を捧げよう。

Dec. 14
Dec. 21
Dec. 24
Dec. 28

平田
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11:10 AM
12:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
4:30 PM
7:30 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
10:30 AM

Nichigo Worship Service
All Church Charge Conference
Nichigo Worship Service
Bible Study
Nichigo Worship Service
Christmas Potluck
Christmas Eve Service #1
Christmas Eve Service #2
Nichigo Worship Service
Prayer Time
Joint Worship Service with
Potluck Luncheon

December 2014

December 2014
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2
11:00am 80+ Women’s Lunch
at Aki’s Restaurant

7 Holy Communion
9:30am Worship in English
11:00am SPRC Mtg
11:00am Worship in Japanese
11:30am Charge Conference
12:00am Christmas Program
Rehearsal

14 Family Worship

3

4

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
11:00am Staff Meeting

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Promise AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

8 Church Office

9

10

11

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

Closed Today

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Promise AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

15

16

17

18

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast at Marie Callender’s
6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Promise AA Mtg

No Bible Study

22

23

24 Christmas Eve

25 Merry Christmas!

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Worship in Japanese
12:00am Nichigo Potluck
1:00pm Christmas Caroling

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

4:30pm Christmas Eve Serice
7:30pm Christmas Eve Service

28 Worship with Praise Band

29

30

31 New Year’s Eve

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Promise AA Mtg

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Worship in Japanese

Thursday

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA

9:30am Worship in English
11:00am Worship in Japanese
11:00am Church Library Open

21 Christmas Sunday

Wednesday

Friday

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Tanoshimi-Kai Outing
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10:00am Ohana 2.0

Poinsettia set-up in
sanctuary

May God bless you with
peace and joy this day!
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Saturday

4:00pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

Office Closed now thru
January 2, 2015

December 2014

Celebrate the Season!
Family Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve Worship

Sunday, December 14
9:30 AM, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 24
4:30 and 7:30 PM
Sanctuary

This year, a Family
Christmas worship service
will be held on Sunday,
December 14 at 9:30 AM.
Come and see this
timeless
story
unfold
through scripture, hymns,
carols, and a nativity
tableau.

In the midst of the holiday
rush, it is a blessing to pause,
reflect, and remember the true
reason for the season. Join us
on Christmas Eve at 4:30 PM or
7:30 PM as we praise God through scripture and
traditional carols. Invite your family and friends to
come.

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

