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Sunday Worship Services

The Festival as Service
The church’s Asian Cultural Festival has come and gone like a
hurricane. Our leaders and volunteers can breathe a sigh of relief.
The crowds were large, sales brisk, and spirits high. To all who were
involved, thank you and job well done!
Putting on the annual Festival takes a lot of work. Preparations
begin months in advance. Permits have to be acquired, supplies
donated or bought, and volunteers organized. Those who work on
the Silent Auction and Second Chance Store spend weeks pricing
items. With all of the planning involved, you’d think we were getting
ready for a wedding or a major battle!
It makes you wonder why we do it. Why do we devote so much
time and energy on our annual Asian Cultural Festival?

A simple answer is that it is a fundraiser for the church. This
year the goal for the Festival is $16,000. It is an important part of the
church budget. However, the Festival is about more than money.
The Festival creates a sense of community. It is about people
working together, eating together, and laughing together. It is the
one event we do during the year that requires just about everybody
to pitch in and do something to work towards a common goal. The
Festival gives the church the practice and feeling of community.
Perhaps the greatest benefit is that the Festival provides
everyone with an opportunity to serve. Whether it is passing out
flyers, setting up a tent, pricing used dolls, chopping green onions, or
cooking on a grill, it is a way of serving. Of course it’s not working to
end homelessness, hunger, or war, at least not directly. But service at
a church festival may be a stepping stone to volunteering for larger
things.
Jesus said, “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:39). Life is found
in selfless service. And if we can enjoy a delicious bowl of noodles
and good conversation while doing it, so much the better!
In service with you,

Rev. Gary
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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth—Building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching
out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of
faith is what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
 The birth of Kai Mitchell to proud parents Jack Mitchell and Miki Oba Mitchell.
 The celebration of Jean and Sam Dote’s 50th wedding anniversary on September 9.
 Jacob Yasushi-Oki Ahearn beginning his seminary internship at our church and preaching on

September 23.
 Kyle Yang who has received a one-year "Interventional Spine" Fellowship sponsored by UCLA's

Medical School
 4th Grade students who received Bibles in August and September.
 Everyone who volunteered to make the Asian Cultural Festival a huge success.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the church for a list of persons requesting
prayers at this time.
God’s grace abides with us in faithful prayer as we lift up
our personal needs, our concerns for others, and the
blessings of peace for everyone in the world..

Recycling at Church
The City of Los Angeles launched recycLA, a
waste recycling program that now serves the
church. The program aims to increase recycling in
the City and divert 90% of waste going into landfills.
At church, you can help by placing only clean
recyclable items in the BLUE BINS. This includes
plastic bottles and caps, food cans after being
rinsed, steel and aluminum, paper, glass jars, and
empty soap containers.
Remove tape before placing flattened boxes or
papers in the recycle bins.
Please do not put anything that is contaminated
with grease, food, or liquids. Laminated and
metallic wrapping paper can not be recycled and
should be trashed. Similarly candy wrappers can’t
be recycled.
Thanks for doing your part to preserve God’s
earth.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in October
Bring your family and friends
to worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
October 7
20th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
One Worship Service 10:30
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.
Unity in the body of Christ.
October 14
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Joshua 24:1-15
Joshua renews the Covenant.
October 21
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Jacob Ahearn, seminary
intern, preaching.
October 28
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
1 Kings 3:4-9; 16-28
Solomon’s Wisdom.

September Newsletter Mishap
It came to our attention in early September
that a lot of our September newsletters did not get
sent to some homes. If you are one of these
homes, we sincerely apologize for the
inconvenience. We have contacted the person in
charge and, unfortunately, those Newsletters are
lost forever and we may never know what exactly
happened in the process. However, the edited
version of the September issue is on our website
under ‘About Us’ for you to read.

Newsletter via E-mail
Due to this occurrence, we have received some
voices that they would like to receive their
newsletters via e-mail rather than through the post
office. If you would like to be in the list of getting
the full version of the newsletter every month
through e-mail, please contact the office by phone
(310-479-1379) or e-mail (westlaumc@gmail.com)
and provide your name and e-mail address.

LA County Flu Shots
Wednesday, October 17, from 9:00 AM to 11:00 PM
Free flu shots will be administered by the Los Angeles County Health
Department at the First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica for
anyone needing a flu shot.
The address of the church is 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica. You
may also contact them by telephone at 310-393-8258.

Japanese Movie Night
Friday, October 26, 7:30 PM
October’s film, “Samurai Rebellion” (「上意討ち 拝領妻始末」), is a
1967 Japanese film directed by Masaki Kobayashi. The film is based on
Hairyozuma Shimatsu by Yasuhiko Takiguchi.
In the Edo period of Japan, in the year 1725, Isaburo Sasahara is a
vassal of the daimyo of the Aizu clan, Masakata Matsudaira. Isaburo is
the most skilled swordsman in the land, whose only rival in ability is his
good friend Tatewaki Asano. Isaburo is in a loveless marriage with a
shrew woman. One day one of the daimyo's advisors orders Isaburo's
elder son Yogoro marry the daimyo's ex-concubine, Ichi, even though
she is the mother to one of the daimyo's sons. With much trepidation,
the family agrees. In time, Ichi and Yogoro find love and happiness in the
marriage and a daughter Tomi is born.
The film is free and open to the public. Everyone is welcome.
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Vacation Bible School Report
What a great VBS week we experienced in July with
the 28 children, 20 youth & college assistants, and more
than 30 adult volunteers and our three pastors. We
camped, hiked and rafted on our Rolling River Adventure
alongside pine trees, a waterfall and campfire in our
transformed sanctuary and church campus. Throughout
the week, we learned that God is with us no matter what
we encounter on the river, along the river bank, and in
life. "When I pass through the waters. I will be with you."
-Isaiah 43:2
Our goal for VBS is to provide a nurturing community for our children, youth and adults where we learn
about Jesus, deepen our spirituality and awareness, and experience God's love through a variety of activities,
including Worship, Prayer, Storytelling, Music, Science, Art, and even our Snacks and Lunch. VBS also builds
camaraderie, confidence, and skills in our youth as leaders.
As our Mission Project, the VBS families and congregation learned about food insecurity and generously
filled a giant raft with food for students at the Wesley Foundation 580 Cafe at UCLA. As good earth stewards,
we also strived for a no/low-waste week with compostable items and reusable cups and bento boxes.
We extend our appreciation to all of the participating families, our amazing youth and adult volunteers,
and our pastors and staff for navigating this intergenerational week of fun, faith, and friendship.

Confirmation Program for Ages 12-17
Confirmation provides the opportunity to learn about the history of The United Methodist Church and the
meaning of church membership. More importantly, it is a time for youth to discover what they believe about
God, Jesus, and their role as a follower of Christ.
The Confirmation Program will meet several times during the year to learn, serve others, and develop a
personal Statement of Faith. There is no cost for the Confirmation Class, but participants must register.
Please contact Rev. Janet Cromwell for more information and to register.

Play Matters for Children
Ohana: Families with Young Children Gathering
Saturday, October 13, 10:00 AM—1:00 PM
“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning.
But for children, play is serious learning.
Play is really the work of childhood.”
— Fred Rogers
Play is a powerful tool. Two very strong Christians and advocates for
children for decades, Rose Honda and Betsy Hiteshew, will enrich Ohana
families’ lives by sharing their valuable experiences and thoughts on the
“Importance of PLAY in Children’s Lives.”
Plan to come. As adults discuss this important topic, children will
enjoy learning and playing. Everyone is welcome to stay for the Potluck
Lunch at 11:30 AM.
Please RSVP to Jane Shimotsu so that childcare can be arranged.
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SAVE the Date - UMW Holiday Boutique & Country Store!
Saturday, November 10, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM
Here's another opportunity to clean your cupboards and garages! The ever popular COUNTRY STORE of
the UMW-sponsored biennial HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE is in need of your unwanted new or almost-new treasures
that are no larger than a breadbox. (We do not accept clothes or books.) We welcome your generous
donations in the Learning Center beginning the first week of October, or you may contact Co-Chairs Elaine
Sunoo or Rose Honda for any questions.
This year's Holiday Boutique will include many handcrafted items for sale, including unique holiday gifts for
all ages. There will be delicious baked goods and chirashi for sale, in addition to a quilt raffle.
UMW members have voted on the following three organizations to receive support from the proceeds of
this year’s Holiday Boutique:
Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA 580 Café
Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith guides the ministry to university students, faculty and staff, with an
emphasis on serving many of the most vulnerable students, including those experiencing food scarcity,
homelessness, and documentation uncertainty.
Center for the Pacific Asian Family (CPAF)
CPAF was founded to help address domestic violence and sexual assault in the Asian and Pacific
Islander communities.
David & Margaret Youth and Family Services
David & Margaret empowers children, youth, and families through culturally diverse services that
foster emotional, educational, spiritual, and identity development.
The Gal-Fridays will be completing craft projects on Friday, October 19, 10:00 AM,in the Social Hall. The
Mary/Martha Circle will be competing projects and dyeing silk scarves on Saturday, October 20, 9:00 AM, in
the Social Hall Anyone interested in meeting to work on craft items is welcome or feel free to donate your
own handcrafted items. Please contact Sonia Dixon, Midori Tashiro or Pamela Ryder with any questions.

Opportunity Quilt
Saturday, November 10, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
UMW presents an Opportunity Quilt made by
Grace Seto. These pictures represent the front
and back of the 62”x62” Log Cabin quilt. The
drawing will be held on November 10 at our
Holiday Boutique at 1:30 PM. Tickets are $1 each
or $5 for six tickets. Tickets will be on sale on the
patio on Sundays or you may ask any of the UMW
members.
Proceeds will go to David & Margaret Youth
and Family Services, Wesley Foundation 580 Café,
and Center for the Pacific Asian Family.
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Halloween Party for Children of All Ages!
Saturday, October 27
6:00 – 8:00 PM, Social Hall
Join the fun at this year’s All Church Halloween Party. Kids will have a
great time playing games, making crafts, crawling through the Mystery Tunnel,
and walking in the costume parade.
Donations of healthy snacks for that night and candy for take-home bags are appreciated.
For more information or to volunteer to help with crafts, snacks, or games, contact the Church Office at
310-479-1379 or speak with Rev. Janet.
We look forward to seeing you at the Spooktacular Halloween Party!

“This is Me”
A Creative Workshop and Reception
Sunday, October 7 * 2:00—4:00 PM
You are invited to experience the power of
storytelling as shared by congregation members and
community friends. This writing workshop will
inspire LGBTQ persons and allies to craft their own
personal narratives with guided prompts.
All are welcome. Contact Workshop Leader Jeri
Okamoto-Tanaka at jcotanaka828@gmail.com to
RSVP, for information, and to assist with
refreshments.
This event is co-sponsored by The George and
Sakaye Aratani CARE Award/UCLA Asian American
Studies Center. Hosted by West LA UMC in
collaboration with "OKAERI: A Nikkei LGBTQ
Gathering," at the Japanese American National
Museum, Little Tokyo, on November 16-17, 2018.
www.okaeri-losangeles.org.

2018 Asian Cultural Festival
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Ralph Rewards Report
Thanks to everyone who registered for Ralph’s
Rewards Program. Every time you shop, a portion of
your purchase is donated to our church’s Social
Action Commission to provide honorariums for
speakers and programs, missionary support, and
other outreach ministries. From June 1 to August 31,
34 participating households raised $246.90!
Please remember that each September you must
renew your Ralph’s Rewards Card online. If you have
any questions or need assistance, please speak to
Scott Nakaatari, SAC Chairperson.

World Communion Sunday
October 7, 2018
One Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Plan to attend the World Communion Worship Service on October 7 as we
praise God in both English and Japanese. That morning, we will join Christians
around the globe in celebrating the Lord’s Table during worship.

All Church Potluck at 11:45 AM
After worship, come to the All Church Potluck in the Social Hall. If possible,
bring something to share at the lunch. Entrees, side dishes, salads, and desserts
are all welcome!

Memorial Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of Memorial
Offerings.

Special Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of Special
Offerings.

Altar Flowers in September
In memory of Joanne Setoguchi
Yosh and Toshie Setoguchi
Celebrating September birthdays
Gregg Omori and Stacey Hirose
In memory of all family members
Jean Ushijima
There are several opportunities to
donate flowers for Sunday worship this fall.
If you wish to donate flowers, please sign
up in the Social Hall or contact the church at
310-479-1379.

7

JAPANESE MINISTRY
「シニアランチの祝福」
9月1日、11年目のCaféアロハ・シニアランチを迎えた。10年間、無事祝福されて続いた
このシニアミニストリーを主に感謝したいと思う。
日本語部から食事を準備する奉仕、英語部からヘルプをする奉仕、いつもチームワークが
いいなと感心している。
リーダーとして奉仕しているキャロル・中野姉に感謝したい。特に、教会でのランチ・
賛美・聖書のお話しと、弁当訪問の2部に分かれて準備するようになり、一層ミニストリーが成長している。教
会に来られない兄弟姉妹に日本食の弁当を届けるようになり、訪問を
兼ねたミニストリーが今広がっている。
地上の生涯、誇りをもって最後まで生きるため、シニア・ミニストリーがある教会が必要である。私達は、シニ
アが多い教会を誇りに思うことが大事である。特別な使命を神様から
いただき、シニア・ミニストリーはWLA教会の特権である。

「あなたがたが年をとっても、わたしは同じようにする。あなたがたしらがになっても、
わたしは背負う。わたしはそうしてきたのだ。なお、わたしは運ぼう。
わたしは背負って、救い出そう。」（イザヤ書46:4）
主の御名がほめられるようなシニア・ミニストリーを続けていきたいと思う。
On September 1st, we enjoyed Café Aloha Senior lunch ministry.
Believe it or not, it is going to be the 11th year!!
We especially would like to thank Carole Nakano for her leadership, because Nichigo-bu and Eigo-bu
continue to enjoy serving together to carry out this ministry. The ministry is growing in two parts now. One is
to provide the current lunch/singing praise/Bible story time. And the other is to prepare the take out Bento to
the members who no longer could attend the church. Bento ministry is now growing faster than we have
expected. It is truly a blessing from God to embrace the special lunch visitation ministry.
“Even to your old age and gray hairs, I am He who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I
will sustain you and I will rescue you.” (Isaiah 46:4)
In God’s eye, ji-chan & ba-chan are important, and senior ministry is very very important. We must be
proud to have a growing senior outreach ministry, because God cares about ji-chan & ba-chan. We have a
privilege to honor ji-chan & ba-chan in our church! May the Lord bless Café Aloha senior ministry.
平田

日本語部カレンダー

10月7日10時半
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バイブルスタディ

12時日語協議会

日英合同礼拝

12時
10月14日11時

12時

教会ポットラック 10月16日10時半子供読み聞かせ

日本語部礼拝

10月21日11時

日本語部礼拝

10月28日11時

日本語部礼拝
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29

30

31 Happy Halloween!

7:30 Japanese Film
Night “Rebellion:
Receive the Wife”

Halloween Party Set-up

9:30 Newsletter Assembly

10:30 Tai Chi

26

25

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 UMW Gal Friday
Meeting

19

11:00 Staff Meeting

12

5

Fri

24

9:30 English Worship
9:30 Alive Now Study
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Tai Chi
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir
1:00 Administrative
6:30 Kelton AA
7:00 Choir
Council Meeting
9:30-11:30 Holiday Boutique Country Store Set-up in Learning Center.

28 Praise Band

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship 6:30 Kelton AA
11:15 Bell Choir
7:00 Choir

23

21

22

7:00 Sawtelle Japantown

7:00 Choir

7:30 Finance Meeting

10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

Community Meeting

18

17

8:30 FAT Tuesday
Breakfast at Marie
Callender’s

16

15

10:30 Tai Chi

7:30 Trustee’s Meeting
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9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

7:30 Altar Guild Meeting

4

Thurs

10

7:00 Readiness 360

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

3

Wed

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir
3:00 Angel City Choir
6:30 Kelton AA

14

9

7:00 Choir

8

7:00 Choir
7:00 West District
Training Conference
Mtg

2

1

6:30 Kelton AA

Tues

Mon

10:30 One Worship
November Newsletter
Service in English and
articles are due today
Japanese
11:45 Potluck Lunch
2:00 Writing Workshop 6:30 Kelton AA

7 World Communion Sunday

Sun

October 2018

4:00 Praise Band
Practice
6:00-8:00 Halloween
Party

27

9:00 UMW Martha &
Mary Craft Day

20

10:00 Ohana: Families
with Young Children
Gathering

13

8:00 Habitat Build
9:00-1:00 UMW Takuan
Making
11:00 Café Aloha Senior
Program
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Sat

World Communion Sunday
October 7, 2018
One Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Plan to attend the World Communion Worship Service on October 7 as we praise God in
both English and Japanese. That morning, we will join Christians around the globe in
celebrating the Lord’s Table during worship.

All Church Potluck at 11:45 AM
After worship, come to the All Church Potluck in the Social Hall. If possible, bring
something to share at the lunch. Entrees, side dishes, salads, and desserts are all welcome!

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

October 2018
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

