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Dear friends,
One of the unsung heroes of our church is the Altar Guild.
The Altar Guild, made up of six dedicated women, takes
responsibility for “changing the scenery” of the sanctuary from
church season to season. They provide the bread and “wine” on
communion Sundays; arrange a cornucopia on the altar at
Thanksgiving; and put up the crèche at Christmas. They change
the paraments and altar cloths so that the colors are appropriate
for the season. Without the Altar Guild, the sanctuary would
remain a monotone throughout the year.
Because the Altar Guild works behind the scenes, many of
us are not aware of what they do. In a seamless way, they help
the church move from one season to the next. But it takes work
to change the scenery! The Altar Guild is here during the week or
on Saturdays, taking things down, putting them away, and
putting new things up.
As a pastor, I’m grateful that this group takes care of
these things. I’m glad I don’t have to climb a ladder to drape the
black cloth over the cross on Good Friday! Their labor is a gift to
us all. The Altar Guild sacrifices on our behalf so that we may
enter into the worship of God more deeply.

Thanksgiving arises when we recognize life as a gift. In
many and varied ways, God “changes the scenery” in our lives so
that we may enter into it more deeply. The blessings of children,
the support of a significant other, and the joy of friendship are
some of the ways God graces our lives. May we recognize these
gifts and be thankful!
With gratitude,
Rev. Gary
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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth—Building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching
out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of
faith is what we are about.

Prayers
We give thanks to God and rejoice for:
 Participants and volunteers who made







the Broadway Benefit Concert a great
success on October 22.
Grace Seto for her presentation at the
October 21 UMW meeting.
Kathi Yamazaki for coordination the
lunch following the UMW presentation.
The Trustees who maintain the church.
George Kikuta who removed the tar
from the floor of our front entryway.
Guests and friends who attend worship.

We pray for those seeking healing and
comfort:
(Please contact Church Office for this
information)
 Persons affected by hurricanes,

earthquakes, and wildfires.
 The victims and families of the Las Vegas

shooting.
 Persons providing relief efforts across the

globe.

Prayers for members & friends
Please keep these persons in your prayers and contact them with your well wishes:

(Please contact Church Office for this information)
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Coming up
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, November 5
Thanksgiving Card Making
Sunday, November 12
10:30 AM, Social Hall.
Ohana: Families with
Young Children
Saturday, November 18
10:00 AM, Social Hall.

Thanksgiving Dinner Party 2017
Everyone is welcome

Thursday, November 23, 5:00 - 8:00 PM
West LA United Methodist Church Social Hall
Start cooking from 9:00 AM in the Church Kitchen

Origami Lesson for
Kids and Parents
Saturday, November 25
10:00 AM, Learning Center.
Ornament Making
Sunday, November 26
10:30 AM, Social Hall.

Please RSVP before Tuesday, November 21
310-479-1379(Church office) or 310-818-6129 (Keiko)
Let's enjoy together our turkey dinner, games, crafts
and time to praise and thank God.

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church Nichigo-bu
感謝祭ディナーパーティ2017のお知らせ
11月23日(木) 午後5時から8時まで教会の社交室にて

All Church Conference
Wednesday, December 6
7:00 PM, Sanctuary.
SAVE THESE DATES!
Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24
7:30 PM, Sanctuary.
New Year’s Worship and
All Church Potluck
Sunday, January 7
10:30 AM, Sanctuary.

Women’s Retreat
Saturday and Sunday
March 3-4, 2018.
Mission Trip to Japan
May 23-June 1, 2018.
Manzanar Pilgrimage
Saturday and Sunday
May 5-6, 2018.
Sign-up in January 2018.

どなたでも参加できます。差し入れも大歓迎。
11月21日(火)までにご予約をお願いします。
ご予約310-479-1379教会 または、310-818-6129高橋まで
ターキーを焼いてみたい方は、朝9時においで下さい。
伝統的なターキー料理、ゲーム、クラフトそして主に賛美と感謝す

る時を持ちます。
ウエストロサンゼルス合同メソジスト教会日語部
1913 Purdue Avenue, L.A., CA 90025

PATH Update
On Monday, October 11, Michiko Matsuda and Scott Nakaatari
served Japanese bento lunches for Veterans at the transitional
PATH housing facility on Cotner Avenue. The bentos were
purchased at Nijiya market by the Social Action Committee using
Hunger Grant Funds awarded by the Cal-Pac West District Living
Into The Future Foundation. The bentos were a number of different
types including chicken teriyaki, beef sukiyaki, fish, and vegetarian.
The Veterans enjoyed something different for lunch than what is on
the usual menu.
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Ohana 2.0 - "Beyond Cultural
Competency & Diversity: Doing Culture”
November 18, 10:00 AM—1:00 PM
Dr. Curtiss Takada-Rooks, Professor at Loyola Marymount
University, will lead a discussion on What is cultural
competency? And is that enough? Conversations in diversity
and cultural competency general focus on notions of
inclusion. That is, “Who’s sitting at the table?” but, rarely do
we ask what does this really mean? What are the
implications for inclusiveness? Rather than a “how to”
workshop per se, it seeks to examine our goals for diversity
and whether the questions we ask hinder us from actually
achieving it. Along the way, perhaps we will discover
strategies for “doing culture,” that we can teach and give to
our children.
Parents, grandparents, and others welcome! Please RSVP
to Jane Shimotsu by November 1. Thank you!

Thanksgiving Card Making
Sunday, November 12
10:30 AM, Social Hall
Each year, we extend
our love and care to persons
on our Prayer List by
creating and sending
personalized Thanksgiving
Cards. After worship on
November 12, plan to come
to the Social Hall to make cards. This year, we’d like to make
over 100 cards to send to members and friends.
This is a wonderful opportunity for children and youth to
participate in a mission project that is fun, creative, and
meaningful.
The Nichigo congregation will be providing turkey soup
during fellowship time that morning.

9:30 AM Worship Services
In November
Bring your family and friends to
worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
November 5
All Saints Sunday
Family Worship & Communion
Rev. Gary preaching.
Kings 19: 1-18
Sometimes the voice of God
comes in a whisper.
November 12
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Amos 1:1-2: 5:1 4-15, 21-24
Given the choice, God chooses
justice over worship.
November 19
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Isaiah 9:1-7
God promises hope in the form
of a Messiah.
November 26
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
Prosper where you are, even
though you may not like it, until
the Lord finds a better place for
you.

Family Christmas Program
Sunday, December 17, 9:30 AM, Sanctuary
The Family Christmas Program is an opportunity for our church’s children and youth to learn the story of
Jesus’ birth and share it with the congregation through drama and music. The “pageant” also increases
leadership skills as participants learn how to memorize lines, speak into a microphone, and guide worship.
Rehearsals for this year’s program will be held November 26 and December 3 during Sunday School. On
December 10, rehearsals will take place during Sundays School and at 12:00 Noon in the Sanctuary.
We love to have many children and youth participate in the program. Please contact Rev. Janet
Cromwell for more information and to volunteer!
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Poinsettia Orders
November 26 — December 17
Poinsettia orders will be received
between November 26 and December
17. Order forms will be available at the
church in mid-November. The plants
will be arranged in the Sanctuary for
the two December 24 morning worship
services (9:30 AM and 11:00 AM) and that evening’s
Christmas Eve Service at 7:30 PM.
Please consider ordering one or more poinsettias to
prepare our sanctuary for glorious Christmas worship
services. Speak to Kazie Kame if you have questions.

God’s Gracious Welcome
Each week, new guests and
friends come to worship. What a
blessing!
We pray that, through worship,
they will feel God’s presence and
love in their lives. We also pray
that they receive a warm welcome
so that they leave feeling like they
have made a new friend in the
congregation.

UMW Holiday Luncheon and
Gifts for Children
Saturday, December 9, 11:00 AM, Learning Center
The United Methodist Women’s group will once again
have a holiday luncheon with a purpose.
As part of this year’s luncheon, the UMW will be
accepting $20 Target Gift Cards to be given to children and
teens residing in the Center for Pacific Asian Family’s
domestic violence shelters. Gift Cards may be given to Jeri
Okamato, Sonia Dixon, or Pamela Ryder by December 1
During the luncheon , we will learn more about CPAF’s
work within the community.
Women who are interested in joining the United
Methodist Women can contact Eleanor Nakano or Pamela
Ryder. New members are welcome to attend the Holiday
Luncheon and participate in the many UMW ministries.

Throughout this holiday
season, let us extend God’s
gracious welcome to everyone we
meet.
Greet newcomers to our church
with a handshake and a smile.
Invite them to fellowship time
after worship and introduce them
to other members.
Invite your friends to come to
worship too. The festive Advent/
Christmas season is an ideal time
to bring guests.
Most of all, let’s help all of our
friends and guests to feel the joy
of being in God’s glorious
community of faith, hope, love,
support, and service to others.

Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 17, 11:15 AM
Enjoy singing? Then come along. We’ll sing to members and friends
in the neighborhood and liven the Christmas spirit. Meet at the church’s
Peace Fountain at 11:15 and we’ll begin our walk. See Pamela Ryder for
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2018 Photo Directory
The Church is creating a new, updated Photo Directory! Photo
appointments for the 88th Anniversary Church Photo Directory can be
made after worship in the Courtyard, beginning Sunday, October 29.
Sessions will be held in the Learning Center on the following four days:
 Saturday, November 18, from 9:00 AM—2:00 PM.
 Sunday, November 19, from 9:00 AM—4:00 PM.
 Sunday, November 26, from 9:00 AM—4:00 PM.
 Sunday, December 3, from 9:00 AM—4:00 PM.
The sitting fee has been waived by the church, so all who sit for photos
will receive a Directory free of charge. A price list will be provided should
you decide to order additional photos.

Announcing a 2018 Mission Trip to Japan
Wednesday—Friday, May 23-June 1 (10 days)
We will serve at the Asian Rural Institute (ARI) in Tochigi, which is
supported by UMCOR. Afterwards, we will serve at Tengoku-ya Café in
Kobe, a ministry led by Rev. Claudia Genung Yamamoto. The cost is $1150,
including airfare, JR pass, room/board.
The information meeting will be held on Sunday, November 5 at 1:00
PM at Rev. Becky’s office. Newly married couples, young adults are
encouraged to apply.

Narrative Lectionary
Readings for November
The following readings serve
as the foundation for the
Sunday morning 9:30
Worship Service. By reading
these scripture lessons during
the week, you can prepare
your heart and mind for
Sunday worship.
November 5

1 Kings 19:1-18

November 12 Amos 1:1-2:
5:14-15, 21-24
November 19 Isaiah 9:1-7
November 26 Jeremiah 29:1,
4-14

Students 4 Students
The West LA UMC Missions Team, in collaboration with the Social Action Committee, is happy and excited
to report its support of Students 4 Students (S4S), formerly Bruin Shelter. We are blessed to be connected to
an organization concerned for the welfare and wellbeing of students, especially those facing housing and food
insecurity at UCLA and Santa Monica College. 580 Café and the Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA, under the
direction of Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith, is working closely with S4S to develop community resources and
holistic connections.
Recently, the Missions Team provided S4S a number of new donated kitchen items from their “wish list” to
be used at the student shelter ,currently being renovated at the Mount Olive Lutheran Church on Ocean
Avenue in Santa Monica. The opening of the second season of the student run shelter was set for November 1.
As we have done for the Wesley Foundation, it is the hope of the Missions and Social Action Team to lead
our congregation in donating small gift cards from Trader Joes, Target ,and other retailers to help get students
without a safety net through the holidays and provide assistance to those experiencing emergencies. For
further information on how to help, please contact Team Leaders Ken Ho or Scott Nakaatari.
May God continue to bless this very important and worthy ministry!

Stewardship Report
General Budget
Income
Expenses
Surplus/Deficit
September
$25,256
$33,243
($7,987)
Year to date
$343,979
$346,749
$2,770)
The September Income doesn’t include Festival Net Income, which is yet to be finalized, but will probably
exceed $10,000.
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2017 Voices for Play Leadership Initiative
On October 14, Rose Honda was honored by the Play Matters! Committee
of Southern California Advocates for Every Young Children (SCAEYC) for her
lifetime commitment to play in young children’s lives.
Rose’s unique abilities for working with young children and their families
were nurtured by Docia Zavitkovsky, a prominent leader in advocacy efforts
on behalf of early care and education, and Mary Alice Mallum, another leader
in the Santa Monica area. Rose was first employed as an assistant teacher in
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District Children’s Centers (SMMUSD)
after graduating from Manzanar High School.
Rose taught in the SMMUSD for over 45 years, with a particular interest in
children’s play, especially block play and soon became famous in the
community for her slides of children creating elaborate block structures, and
for the workshops she presented to members of SCAEYC on promoting block
play and other forms of dramatic play. The indoor and outdoor play
environment at the John Adams Child Development Center in Santa Monica, where Rose was the head teacher,
became an observation and student teaching site for many years because it exemplified the highest standards
of developmentally appropriate play based curriculum.
Following her retirement in 1989, Rose continued her commitment to the importance of play through
working to strengthen the Christian Education Program at her church and through serving on the Board of Play
Matters!, the organization founded to foster the central importance of play in young children’s lives.
At 90, Rose continues to be vitally interested in the Play Matters! Committee of SCAEYC and embodies a
lifelong passion for the importance of play in young children’s lives.
Play Matters! Committee of SCAEYC

UMW Fall Program
On October 21, the United Methodist
Women gathered to hear Grace Seto
share from her book, Nisei Mom and Issei
Daddy, published in 2007. Grace
described writing the story of her parent’s
lives so that her children and
grandchildren would know what their lives
were like and the lessons that they taught
their four children.
Following the presentation, the
women enjoyed conversation and lunch in
the Social Hall. Thanks to Kathi Yamazaki
and her team for preparing the lunch.
The group also presented Deaconess
Jeanne Roe Smith with food to refill the
Wesley Foundation 580 Café pantry.
These food donations sustain low-income students at UCLA.
Appreciation is also extended to Eleanor Nakano, UMW President, for facilitating the meeting and
program.
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Broadway at West LA UMC!
October 22, 2017
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Special Offerings
(Please contact Church Office for this
information)

Memorial Offerings
(Please contact Church Office for
this information)

Altar and Chancel Flowers in August,
September and October
(Please contact Church Office for this information)
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JAPANESE MINISTRY
「感謝祭ディナー」
今年も感謝祭のシーズンがやってきました。日本より来られて間もない方は、ターキーを食
べる機会など、一度もなかったかもしれません。私も日本では聞いたことはありますが、
ターキーを食べる機会はありませんでした。子供の頃、漫画で見た記憶はありますが。。。
ターキーはチキンよりも更に大きい鳥。食べたいけど、ターキーを丸焼きするのは、量が多
すぎると思う方もおられます。毎年、私達の教会では、高橋ファミリーが中心になり、感謝
祭の夜はターキーディナーをしています。もし、一度食べてみたい方、料理するのが難しい
と思う方は、教会のターキーディナーに参加してみてください。
一年に一度、アメリカ文化恒例のターキーを丸焼きして、マッシュトポテト、ヤム、コー
ン、クランベリー、パンプキンパイなど、アメリカ伝統料理をエンジョイしたいと思いま
す。
11月23日（木）5時からディナーが始まります。ターキー料理を見たい方は、朝9時から準備
に入るので、参加して下さい。そして、食後は、賛美歌を歌ったり、一年の感謝を忘れない
時を持ちたいと思います。お友達も誘って一緒に来て下さい。
次の日曜日、11月26日には、ターキー雑炊を礼拝後に食べます。感謝祭のホリデーに食べす
ぎたお腹を癒してくれます。
「心を一つにして宮に集まり、家でパンを裂き、喜びと真心をもって食事をともにし、神を
賛美し、全ての民に好意を持たれた。主も毎日救われる人々を仲間に加えてくださった。」
（使徒2:46-47）初代教会を思わせる時が持てることを祈ります。
神様を賛美して、人々に好意を持たれる教会であり、救われる人を主が起こしてくださるよ
うに。アーメン。
In Japan, I did not eat Turkey. I just saw the picture of Turkey dinner in Manga as a child. But, I learned
to eat traditional Thanksgiving dinner at WLA church, real turkey!
Every year, Nichigo holds Thanksgiving dinner on Thanksgiving Day at 5pm. We are very grateful for
Takahashi family who has been organizing this special dinner gathering.
What can we do with all the left-over turkey? It is “mottainai” to throw away. We make Turkey zosui.
On Sunday after Thanksgiving Day, we eat Turkey Zosui after worship service. Zosui will be very good
for our stomach after eating too much oishii food for 3 days! Please do not forget to come to church
on November 26th.
As Issei immigrants, we remember to be very thankful for God’s provision during this season. Our life
is not always easy. But, God is faithful and continues to sustain our life and provided for us in America.
And just like the first church, we pray that God will bless our time together. “They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

Rev. Becky Hirata 平田
日本語部カレンダー
11/5 11時 礼拝
12時 協議会
11/12 11時 礼拝
12時 聖書勉強

11/18 9時セミナー
11/23 9時 感謝祭料理
「福音のために仏教を
5時 感謝祭ディナー
知ろう」
11/26 11時 礼拝
11/19 11時 礼拝
12時 祈り会、雑炊ラ
12時 聖書勉強
ンチ
12時半 賛美練習
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9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

27

26

6:30 Kelton AA

6:30 Kelton AA

7:00 Choir

28

7:00 Choir

9:00-2:00 Directory
photos taken

9:30 English Worship
10:30 Xmas ornament
making
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir
9:00-2:00 Directory
photos taken

8:30 Fat Tuesday
Men’s Breakfast at
Marie Callender‘s

21

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir

20

30
9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

(Office Closed)

5:00 PM Nichigo
Thanksgiving Dinner

23 Thanksgiving Day
9:00 Cooking begins

29

Youth Thanksgiving
Mission Project

9:30 Newsletter
9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi
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7:00 Sawtelle Japantown

6:30 Kelton AA
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9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

7:00 Choir

16

15

14

December Newsletter
articles due

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9

13

7:00 Choir
7:00 West Dist. Mtg.

8

11:00 80+ UMW Women’s Luncheon at Aki

(Office Closed)

24

9:30 UMW Gal Friday
Meeting

17

10

10:00 Origami Lesson
for Kids & Parents

25

9:00-2:00 Directory
photos taken

10:00 Ohana 2.0
Gathering

18

12:00 Readiness 360
Group
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Change your clocks
tonight!

7:30 Trustee’s meeting

7:30 Bible Study

4
9:00 Ad Council
Meeting

3

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

Saturday

2

Friday

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

Thursday

1

Wednesday

7

Tuesday

9:30 English Worship
10:30 Thanksgiving card
making
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir

6:30 Kelton AA
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Monday

12

9:30 All Saints Worship
Holy Communion
Family Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Bell Choir
11:30 UMW M&M Mtg
1:00 Japan Mission Trip

5 Daylight Savings Ends

Sunday

November 2017

2018 Financial Stewardship Campaign
During the month of November, letters will be sent inviting your
pledge of support for the coming year.
Please consider and give generously!
“A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will
get water.” Proverbs 11:25

