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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote spiritual
growth - Building a community of
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UMC, building a community of faith is
what we are about.
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Our Advent Journey
The Christian year begins on the first
Sunday of Advent, as we await the birth of
Christ on Christmas Day. This year, the
church’s Advent wreath, with its evergreen
base and five tall candles, will be a focal
point of our worship services.
The Advent wreath is more than a pretty
holiday decoration. Each aspect of the wreath has special meaning,
guiding us to a deeper understanding of God and God’s gift of Jesus,
the Christ.
The wreath’s circular shape, with no beginning and no end,
symbolizes God eternal love and mercy. The evergreen branches
signify the everlasting life promised to us through Christ.
The four colored candles represent different aspects of our
Advent journey. We look forward to Jesus’ birth with Hope, Love,
Joy, and Peace. As the candles are progressively lit each week, they
gently build anticipation and excitement, and remind us that the light
will always overcome the darkness. (John 1:5)
The white candle in the center of the wreath is lit on Christmas
Eve and through Epiphany in January. When the Christ Candle is lit,
we rejoice that the Light has come into the world and God’s promise
of a Messiah has been realized. This candle reminds us that Jesus is
the Light of the World who comes into our lives to bring salvation,
forgiveness, renewal, and strength for the future. It reminds us that
we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect God’s grace to
others.
You’ll notice that this year’s Christmas Tree ornaments are
designed as reminders of our Advent journey – a simple nativity of
Hope, a red heart of Love, smiling faces of Joy, and shiny doves of
Peace.
We pray that the symbols of Advent will enhance our
understanding and deepen our desire for God’s presence in our lives
and this world.
With prayers for a blessed Advent season,

Rev. Janet
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. Please include the following persons
in your prayers.
For prayer list information please contact the
Church Office.

Narrative Lectionary Readings for December
The following readings serve as the foundation for
the Sunday morning 9:30 Worship Service. By reading
these scripture lessons during the week, you can
prepare your heart and mind for Sunday worship.
December 4

Joel 2: 12-13, 28-29

December 11

Isaiah 61:1-11

December 18

Luke 1: 26-49

December 24

Luke 2: 1-14 (15-20)

December 25

Luke 2:8-20
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

December 9:30AM Worship Services

Sunday School and Bible Studies

December 4 – 2 Sunday of Advent
Family Worship and Holy Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Joel 2: 12-13, 28-29
Theme: It is not too late to return to the Lord.

Children and Youth Sunday School

nd

God calls us to grow in faith and knowledge.
Children and youth are encouraged to come each
Sunday to learn about God’s love and Jesus’ ministry,
and to have fun and make new friends.
Birth to 3 Nursery (Next to sanctuary)
3 & 4 Year Olds Cool Kids Room 1
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (Second floor)

December 11 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Family Christmas Worship
Children and youth will retell the story of Jesus’ birth
through drama, scripture, and traditional carols.
December 18 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Luke 1: 26-49
Theme: Nothing will be impossible with God.

Tuesday Night Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:30 PM, Learning Center.
No meetings scheduled for December. The
Tuesday Night Bible Study will resume on January 10,
2017.

December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:30 PM and 7:30 PM
Lessons and Carols, featuring the Choir and other
Special Music.

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in Room 2.
The Wednesday morning study group uses the
Narrative Lectionary Readings (on page 2) as the basis
of their weekly discussion. Please see Rev. Gary for
more information. No meeting will be held on
November 16.

December 25 – Christmas Day
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Luke 2:8-20
Theme: God’s gift of the Messiah is good news.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Men’s Bible Study Group

Joint New Year Worship Service
and Potluck Luncheon

Periodic Thursdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Thursday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.

Sunday, January 8, 10:30 AM
Celebrate the
new year at the
combined English
and Japanese
language worship
service on January
8 at 10:30 AM.
Together we will
sing, pray, and
listen for God’s
guidance as we begin the new year. This is a family
worship for people of all ages. Activity bags will be
provided for young children and communion with mochi
will be served.
Following worship, we will continue the celebration
with an All Church Potluck Lunch in the Social Hall.
Plan to sign up to bring your favorite dish to share with
others!
Start the new year in worship and fellowship with
your church family! Everyone is welcome!
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Poinsettias for the Sanctuary
Orders begin November 27
Poinsettia orders will be
received between November 27
and December 18. Order forms
are available at the church.
You may purchase
poinsettias in honor of a person
or special event, or in memory
of a loved one.
The plants will be arranged
in the Sanctuary for the two Christmas Eve Services on
December 24, and Christmas morning.
The poinsettias enliven our sanctuary for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services.
Plants may be taken home following the 7:30
Christmas Eve Worship Service or after worship on
Christmas Day.
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Children, Youth, and Intergenerational Ministries
Inspiring the next generation of passionate followers of Jesus Christ.

Family Christmas Sunday
Sunday, December 11, 9:30 AM, Sanctuary
Rehearsals for the
Christmas Program will be
on Sunday, November 27
and December 4, during
Sunday School.
On December 4, there
will be an extra rehearsal in
the sanctuary at 12:00 Noon
to test the microphones. A light lunch will be provided
at 11:30 AM to keep everyone’s energy up!
The Family Christmas Program will be presented
during worship on Sunday, December 11 during the
9:30 worship service. Participants are asked to arrive
by 8:30 AM for a run-through and group photo.
We hope to see you all there!
Christian Education Committee

Reverends Oba and Cromwell, with Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith
and Wesley Foundation students Anna Genislow, Steven Mion,
Natalie Kirsten, Jessica Hayes, and Seida Valencia.

Wesley Foundation Sunday
Our congregation was blessed to have Deaconess
Jeanne Roe Smith and members of the Wesley
Foundation Campus Ministry at UCLA lead worship on
November 20. West LA UMC joins with many
churches and individuals in supporting this ministry to
students, faculty and staff. One of our main
contributions is food for the 580 Café where many lowincome students find a hot meal and welcoming place
to study, read, and talk.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ohana 2.0
In December, please plan to participate in the
church’s Christmas programs.
Looking ahead, 2017 is going to be a very exciting
year! We look forward to our gathering on January 14
with Sam Pryor, who will be discussing "Meditation &
Mindfulness." Then, on February 11, Bobby Kim will
share on the topic of "Technology." These two
presentations will prove to be a rich and rewarding
beginning for Ohana 2.0 in the New Year!
Jane Shimotsu, Ohana Coordinator

Scholarship Awards
We are pleased to announce that Olivia Brush and
Makito Takahashi are recipients of The General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry scholarships this
year! These national scholarships are awarded for
academic pursuits, leadership ability, Christian
character, and active membership in The United
Methodist Church. The GBHE&M recognizes that
these scholarships support and promote preparing the
next generation of Christian Leaders.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mental Health and Depression Program
Sunday, January 29, 2017 1:00 - 2:00 PM
What is depression? How does one’s Christian
faith help during times of depression?
Rie Mizuki, PhD of Asian American Christian
Counseling Services will speak on Depression and
Anxiety in an educational program sponsored by the
Christian Education Committee.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our 4th-8th Graders are invited to the Trekker
Overnight Retreat, beginning Sunday, January 15 at
3:00 PM, and concluding on Monday morning at 11:00
AM. This fun event includes activities, cooking and
eating dinner, Bible study and discussion, a mission
project and (maybe) some sleep.
Retreat leaders include Mike Dote, Lenny Gill,
Sharon Kinoshita Gill, and Rev. Janet Cromwell.
Registration forms will be available in midDecember and will be due on January 6.
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Children and Youth Release Forms
Parents are asked to complete the Church
Program Registration Form for each child and youth,
so that they can fully participate in all the fun and
educational church activities. Forms are available in
the classrooms and Church Office. Thank you!

Page 4

December 2016

Upcoming Events

Learning, Fellowship, Serving, and Fun

Library Open for Borrowing & Browsing
Sunday, December 4, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Learning Center 2nd Floor
The Library Committee acknowledge the gifts from
the following persons: Mike Ellis, Dr. Philip A. Trask,
and Harriet Woo
Dr. Trask donated ISSEI WOMEN, which he asked
Dr. Yosh Setoguchi to place where it would have a
wide audience. We are glad to add it to our Asian
American Experience section.
Thanks to Harriet Woo for donating the book
covers for our collection. Harrient has been helpful in
ordering supplies and donating books to our collection.
We also welcome Kathy Orebaugh to our Library
Committee.
For more information about the Library collection,
contact Jean Dote, Haru Nakano, Midori Tashiro, and
now Kathy Orebaugh. Stop by and take a look!
Jean Dote
Library Committee

Allegiance: The Film of the Broadway Musical

Traditional Japanese New Year’s Foods
Presentation (Osechi-Ryori)
Sunday, December 11, 12:15 PM, Sanctuary
On Sunday December 11,
12:15 PM, Yoko Isassi will
present a lecture on
Traditional Japanese New
Years Foods & Tradition
(Osechi Ryori).
Born and raised in Gifu
Japan, Yoko Isassi
developed a passion for
cooking Japanese food at a
young age and is also an
expert at Japanese Tea
ceremony. She is the
founder of Foodstory (http://www.ifoodstory.com/), a
monthly Japanese cooking class held in downtown that
is designed to give participants an in-depth introduction
to Japanese cuisine and history.
Please join us for this informative and interesting
presentation.
Scott Nakaatari
Sponsored by the Social Action Commission
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Tuesday, December 13 Only
“Allegiance,” the Broadway musical that starred
George Takei in a four-month run last season, will
come to movie theaters around the country in a onenight-only December screening presented by Fathom
Events, the distributor of alternative cinema content.
“Allegiance” tackles the serious historical subject of
the internment of Japanese-Americans during World
War II, in a story loosely inspired by Takei’s childhood.
Also starring Lea Salonga (“Miss Saigon”) and Telly
Leung, the musical has songs by Jay Kuo with a book
by Marc Acito, Kuo and Lorenzo Thione. Stafford
Arima directed the production.
“George Takei’s Allegiance: The Broadway Musical
on the Big Screen” will play in theaters around the
country December 13. In addition to the full musical,
the screening will also incorporate behind-the-scenes
footage and interviews with the show’s creators and
cast members.
You can find it in a theater near you by going to:
http://allegiancemusical.com/article/film-theaterlocations/#AUIPEZd21hY0TG5k.97.
Thanks to Lauren Yamagata for bringing this film
showing to our attention. Information provided here by
Variety Online.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday Morning Parking
Parking for Sunday worship is
available at the Buddhist Temple,
however you must stop and get a
parking pass each Sunday from
Parking Coordinator, Daryl Hata as
the number of available spaces varies week to week.
You can find Daryl at the church’s front gate.
Please remove your car from the Buddhist Temple
by 1:00 PM on Sunday.
Street parking is also available on the 1900 blocks
of Butler and Corinth, as is parking on the second floor
of the Trident Center garage. Please reserve spaces in
the church parking lot for visitors, seniors 80 years-old
and older, and families with young children.

December 2016

New Members

Mark Holmes and
Helen Chang

Baptism and Membership on October 23

Helen grew up in the
South Bay and attended
UCLA, where she
received a BS in
Chemistry, and
Pepperdine where she
earned her MBA. Helen
works in the Advertising
Department of the LA Times where she just had her
21-year anniversary. She writes, “The Lord is always
faithful and good. He has blessed me in countless
ways. In this season, I look forward to seeing how He
wants me to grow and serve with West LA UMC.”

Reed Lala Somang Yang
Reed was born in
Santa Clara Valley
while Kyle was doing
his medicine intern
year in Northern CA.
Emily’s pregnancy had
its challenges yet,
fortunately, with
medicine and prayer,
Reed chose to “wait”
until she was full term. She was born healthy and
beautiful on Memorial Day, May 30, 2016. Now four
months old, Reed is happy, sweet, curious and filled
with joy and giggles. She already has a strong bond
with her older sister, Kylie, and continues to show
patience with her older sister always trying to play with
her. Our family is blessed to have Reed in our lives
and delighted to celebrate the joy of her baptism.

Mark was born in a small town in upstate New York as
the youngest of four children. He grew up in the
Methodist Church, attending Sunday School and
participating in the worship services. Mark has
degrees from the SUNY (State University of New York)
and UCLA (Go Bruins). He has traveled to over 20
countries and lived in Japan for three years as a
member of the JET Program. Mark is employed at
Herbalife Nutrition as the company's Digital Asset
Archivist. His hobbies include music, classic film,
football and baseball, traveling, reading, exercising,
and joking around with church choir members Stan,
Rich, Steve, Lenny, and sometimes those guys who
call themselves "tenors". He is thankful that God led
him to West LA UMC and this wonderful congregation.
Being a member of this congregation makes him happy
in that he can serve God, participate even more in the
church's activities and bring goodwill to the church and
the community."

Susanne Chiyoko Nagata
Susanne was born and raised in
West LA. She graduated with a
BA in History from UC Berkeley
and currently teaches second
grade. Susanne loves spending
time with her family, particularly
out in nature. It is important to
Susanne to join the church
because, ever since she was a
child, church was a place where she felt comfortable
and part of a community. Now as an adult, she hopes
she can grow in her faith and that her whole family will
have the same loving experience she has always had
here.

Helen and Mark were married on November 5, 2016.

Masako Yotsukura
Massie was born June 7, 1922
in Fresno and moved to West
LA around 1926. She was
incarcerated at Manzanar from
April 28, 1942 until October 3,
1945. She worked in the
garment industry for many years
and, in her later years, she took
real estate classes and worked
in this field for many years. She had one son, Sadao,
two grandchildren, and one great granddaughter, Tali,
who she especially loves playing and being with.
Massie loves attending church and Bible Study weekly.
She loves going out to lunch and dinner with family
members and friends, and being with family during
holidays and special occasions. She is reaffirming her
baptism and church membership to be closer to God,
attend church and Bible Study regularly, learn more
about the Bible, and have good fellowship with church
friends.

Sadao Yotsukura
Sadao was born in Santa
Monica, and at the age of one,
was incarcerated at Manzanar
for 3½ years. He attended Nora
Sterry Elementary, Emerson
and Webster Jr. Highs, and Uni
High. He received an AA
degree from Santa Monica City
College and his pharmacy
degree from USC. He was employed as a Pharmacist
at Kaiser Permanente Hospital in LA for 37 years
before retiring in 2003. He married his wife, Beatrice,
in 1965, and has a son, daughter, and one
granddaughter. Sadao enjoys golfing, and attending
sporting events and musical concerts. He has rejoined
the church to have God in his life, enjoy good
fellowship, have a strong foundation for his life, and to
attend church to learn more about the Holy Bible from
reading and sermons.
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Outreach and Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Reconciling Congregation Activities
Another perspective on the issue of LGBTQ in our
church was presented by the Rev. Ryohei Kawano,
formerly of Union Church in Little Tokyo. He was
invited to share his viewpoint as a way of continuing
and broadening our on-going discussion of becoming a
Reconciling Congregation which is a broad discussion
of many issues.
Speaking in Japanese and translated into English,
Rev. Kawano put forth the traditional idea that
marriage should be only between a man and a woman,
which is one of the many reconciling issues. Rev.
Kawano acknowledged that this perspective is
undergoing change in today’s population and
expressed that it is important for all congregations to
prayerfully respect various beliefs.
Members of the audience expressed thanks to Rev.
Kawano for his presentation and emphasized the need
for understanding that a church congregation is a
family built on Christian love. As in any family, we will
have differences of opinions but, by sharing and by
being respectful, we can continue as a united family.
Rev. Kawano’s presentation on October 16 was at
the invitation of our Nichigo Congregation and the Ad
Hoc Committee for a Reconciling Congregation.
Translation of his remarks was graciously provided by
Rev. Becky.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Greg Batson and Rich Yang

Financial Planning Seminar
On November 13, Mr. Rich Yang and Rev. Greg
Batson presented an informative two-part seminar on
Estate Planning and Charitable Giving.
Beginning the seminar, Rich Yang, Administrative
Council Chair and attorney, described the importance
of having a Trust that clearly identifies your desires for
the division of property and personal assets at the time
of death. He emphasized that having a Will alone is
not sufficient to avoid the costly and time-consuming
process of going through probate in the court system.
Rich also described what a Durable Power of Attorney
and an Advanced Health Care Directive are.
Rev. Greg Batson, the President and CEO of the
California Pacific United Methodist Foundation,
described ways to make financial gifts to our church
and other charities through a variety of financial
instruments, some of which can be as simple as
naming the church as one of your beneficiaries in your
Trust. Like Rich, Greg is available to help people with
choosing the best way to make a planned charitable
gift.
This illuminating seminar is part of the church’s
Stewardship Campaign during which members and
friends are asked to confirm their support for the
church’s many ministries.

PATH Meal Service
WLAUMC Social Action
members prepared and
served dinner at PATH on
Monday, November 14.
Special thanks to Kathy Orebaugh and Jeanne Roe
Smith for cooking delicious homemade chili and chips.
Also included in the dinner was a side of chicken
fettucine alfredo, homemade salad, and dessert
consisting of pumpkin and apple pies.
Listed below are the people who participated in the
dinner preparation and service:










~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Michael Dote
Kathy Orebaugh
Jeanne Smith
Giselle Narisawa
Michi Matsuda
Alex Cheung
Diana Lock
Scott Nakaatari
Also various Meta Housing coworkers helped to
serve. (Meta is Scott Nakaatari’s company, an
affordable housing developer in West Los
Angeles).
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On-line Giving
The church’s website has been updated to make
on-line giving quick and easy. A new tab has been
added to the top of the Home Page, entitled “Donate”.
By clicking that tab, you may give a one-time gift or set
up a reoccurring pledge.
If you have questions about making an on-line
contribution or set-up a regular on-line pledge, please
contact Harriet Woo, Pledge Coordinator.
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United Methodist Women
Learning, Fellowship, and Service

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE - A BIG SUCCESS!
Thanks to the many people who participated, our
biennial HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE was a gratifying
success!
The UMW extends heartfelt thanks to:
All UMW members who worked on crafts all year.
We had so many outstanding items!
All our “Friends” who generously gave monetary
donations, crafts, baked goods, etc., including: Allison
Brush, Chimie Hashimoto, Maile Hirai, Pearl Iizuka,
Ruth Inatomi, Eiko Iwata, Miyako, Kadogawa, Susie
Koo, Suzanne Kuwano, Susan Lui, Kenji Maeda, Carol
Matsumura, Miyo Mishima, Steve Nagata, Betty Omori,
Loraine Shimada, Jean Shimotsu, Keiko Tapp,
Suzanne Toji (Feast from the East), Makiko
Tokumatsu, Susan Tsukahira, Harriet Woo, Lisa Woo,
Thelma Yang and Debbie Yumori.
Everyone who helped set up, worked during the
sale and cleaned up.
Rose Honda for organizing the crew to staff the
Country Store; a monumental task. Special thanks to
Steve Seto for his invaluable help all week.
Grace Seto for donating her beautiful “Scrappy
CreAsian” Opportunity quilt (which was won by Mats
Nitta).
Rev. Janet and Pam Ryder for their awesome
media outreach; we had a phenomenal response!
Margaret Toy for donating her sewing skills to
make countless beautiful articles.
Lois Tateishi for the unbelievable number of crafts
she created (a Boutique unto herself!).
And of course, a great big “THANK YOU” to all the
people who came and made purchases!
As a result of everyone’s efforts we will be able to
support several mission projects. We will report on our
total proceeds after our December sale and at that time
announce the missions we will support with our
proceeds.
Domo arigato from the HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE COCHAIRS Fusako Hamamoto, Sadie Hifumi, Pam
Ryder, Lois Tateishi and Kathi Yamazaki.

Boutique Fresh Baked Goods Booth

Boutique Country Store Crew

80+! A Group
Tuesday, January 10, 11:00 AM, Aki Restaurant
(No luncheon in December)
80+! Is a group of WLA United Methodist Women
that regularly meets at Aki Restaurant on the first
Tuesday of each month. Originally started to give
former Circle II women a chance to "stay connected,"
the fellowship has expanded and welcomes all women
who are 80 and older to the luncheons.
The participants enjoy great fellowship, much
laughter, hearty lunches, fine service, and updates on
UMW activities. For more information, please contact
Aya Sase or Sets Yamashita, 80+ Coordinators.

ANOTHER CHANCE!
If you missed our Holiday Boutique, you are in
luck! There will be a HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
POSTSALE on Sunday, December 4 from 9:00-9:30
and 10:30-11:00 am. Everything will be marked down
to sell! Don’t miss this opportunity to get beautiful craft
items at bargain prices!

West L.A. Connections
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Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

Thank you for your generosity

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Flower Donations

For Special Offerings information, please contact
the Church Office.
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If you or your family would like to provide flowers
for Sunday Morning Worship, please contact the
church office or sign up on the Flower Calendar in the
Social Hall. Persons who donate flowers may take
them home at 12:00 Noon, following the Japanese
Language Worship Service.
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「1 年の恵み」
2016 年も終わりに近づいた。今年も色々な
主の恵みを受けた事を心から主に感謝したい
と思う。
新しい大統領にトランプ氏が選ばれた。誰に
投票したらいいのか、迷う人が多かったと聞
く大統領選であった。
リーダーの大事さを考えさせられる時期であ
った。
今年は、私が WLA 教会に来て 9 年目を迎え
ている。足りない部分が多いリーダーであり
ながら、主の憐れみと、皆のサポートを心か
ら感謝したいと思う。特に、主に栄光を帰す
時を覚えたいと思う。
キリストへの信仰によって一致していくのが
教会であるキリストの体の姿である。違う部
分、弱いと思える部分、必要ないと思う部分
が一つでも欠けるとバランスが崩れ、不便を
覚えるものである。「私達はキリストのから
だの部分だからです。」（エペソ 5:30）
この教会は主の恵みを受けて、祝福された教
会である。新しい人が救いにあずかり、イエ
ス・キリストを主として歩めるような霊的に
生きた教会であり続けたい。
12 月はクリスマスの行事で忙しくなるが、キ
リストの誕生日をお祝いして、楽しみ、エン
ジョイ出来るように祈りたいと思う。神様か
ら頂いた愛のギフトである救い主イエス様を
感謝しよう。毎日のようにクリスマスキャロ
ルを歌い神様に賛美を捧げよう。信仰によっ
て一致する教会であるように祈りたいと思う。
クリスマスおめでとうございます！
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
When December approaches, I always think about
what God has done for us this year. We have received
so many blessings from God!

This year, it became my 9th year serving at WLA
church. With God’s mercy and your love and support, I
was able to serve nichigo ministries for nine years. I
really want to give praise to our God for His love,
mercy, and faithfulness towards me and our church.
The church is the Body of Christ, and “we are
members of his body.” (Ephesians 5:30) We are united
as one body, because we have faith in Jesus Christ.
Although there are different parts, weak parts, unseen
parts, we all need each other to build up the Body. I
pray that we continue to be the loving, gracious and
blessed church, spiritually walking with the Lord Jesus.
In December, we all become very busy (can’t believe
Christmas is so big in America!). I pray that you enjoy
the Holy month, remembering the birth of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior. In Faith, we continue to be united
and stay together.
Christmas Omedetoo-gozaimasu!
Pastor Becky Hirata

平田

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

日本語部カレンダー
12 月 4 日（日）11 時礼拝
12 時聖書勉強
12 月 10 日（土）5 時
南加連合市民クリスマス礼拝
12 月 11 日（日）11 時礼拝
12 時聖書勉強
12 月 18 日（日）11 時礼拝
特別クリスマス音楽
12 月 24 日（土）4 時半、7 時半
クリスマスイブ礼拝
12 月 25 日 11 時クリスマス礼拝
12 時クリスマス愛餐会

Last night, we heard the news about our new
president, Mr. Trump, being elected. Many people did
not know who to vote for this time. It really made me
think about the importance of leaders.

West L.A. Connections
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December 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. Luke 2:10-11

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9:30 Prayer ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 UCLA Dance Grp
11:00 Tanoshimi-kai
Outing

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

4

5

9:30 Communion
11:00 Japanese Service
11:00 Church Library
open
12:00 Xmas Rehearsal
1:00 Tsukemono Workshop

6:30 Kelton AA

11

12

9:30 Family Christmas
Program in Worship
11:00 Japanese Service
12:15 Traditional
Japanese Foods
Presentation

18

9:30 English Service
Handbell choir
performance
11:00 Japanese Service
(Last day to order
poinsettias)

25
Merry Christmas!

January Newsletter
articles due

6

7

8

(No 80+ Luncheon this
month)

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Prayer ministry
10:30 Tai Chi
11:00 Staff Meeting

7:00 West District Meeting

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

14

15

13

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

20

21

9:30 Newsletter folding
9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

6:30 Kelton AA

26

22

9:30 Prayer ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

11:00 UMW Holiday
Meeting and Lunch

16

17

23

24
Christmas Eve

9:30 Gal Friday Circle
meeting

9:30 Altar Guild Set-up

9:30 UCLA Dance Grp

4:30 Xmas Eve Service
7:30 Xmas Eve Service

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

27

29

28

Church Office Closed December 26, 2016 – January 3, 2017.

9:30 Family Worship
11:00 Japanese Service
12:00 Nichigo potluck

10

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

6:30 Kelton AA

19

9:30 Prayer ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9

30

31.
New Year’s Eve

6:30 Kelton AA
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December 2016

Celebrate the Season!
Family Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve Worship

Sunday, December 11
9:30 AM, Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24
4:30 and 7:30 PM
Sanctuary

The Family Christmas
Worship will be held on
Sunday, December 11
at 9:30 AM. Come
and see our children
and youth present
the timeless story of
Jesus’ birth through
drama and carols.

In the midst of the holiday
rush, take a moment to pause,
reflect, and remember the true
reason for the season. Join us
on Christmas Eve at 4:30 PM or
7:30 PM as we praise God
through scripture, special music,
and traditional carols. Invite your family and friends to
come.

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

