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When Worldviews Collide
We live in conflicted times. Nations strain against nations, regions
against regions, and neighbors versus neighbors. The presidential race, in
our country, has only heightened the tensions. A headline on a news
website read, “Trump and Clinton wreck Facebook Friendships.”

Sunday Worship Services
 9:30 AM
English Language Worship
Nursery and Sunday School
 10:30 AM
Fellowship Time for both congregations
 11:00 AM
Japanese Language Worship

Our culture has become a zero-sum game. There are only winners or
losers, with no in-betweens. Compromise has become as dishonorable as
waving the white flag of surrender. I see this in neighborhood meetings.
There are certain people who have only a single goal in mind. To get their
way, they will slander an opponent, tell outright lies, and refuse any sort
of compromise.

Office Hours

Jesus did not employ tactics of this kind. He lived as if the reign of God
was a present reality, and invited everyone to take part in it. Many
opposed him, including the Roman civil and Jewish religious authorities.
He was, however, willing to work with everyone. He helped a Roman
soldier whose daughter was ill. He had late night conversations with a
member of the Pharisees who eventually became one of his followers. He
made Samaritans the heroes in his parables when, in real life, they were
despised by his people. In God’s realm, people worked at getting along
together.

Monday–Friday, 9 AM to 2 PM

Pastors' Office Hours
Rev. Gary: Tues-Fri, 9 AM to 1 PM
Rev. Janet: Tues-Fri, 9 AM to 1 PM
Rev. Becky: Sat, 10 AM to 12 PM

Staff
Rev. Gary Oba, Senior Pastor
obagary@gmail.com
Rev. Janet Cromwell, Associate Pastor
jlcromwell8@gmail.com
Rev. Rebecca Hirata, Local Pastor
Japanese Language Ministry
pastorwlaumc@yahoo.co.jp
Midori Tashiro,
Administrative Assistant and Newsletter
Coordinator
wlaumc@aol.com
Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote spiritual
growth - Building a community of
faith and making disciples of Christ
by reaching out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of faith is
what we are about.
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Garrison Keillor tells the story of his uncle who was a farmer. He had
chronic hemorrhoids, which made riding a tractor very difficult. His uncle
knew a druggist in town who sold an illegal ointment made from opium
and wormwood that worked like a charm. The main problem, however,
was that the druggist was a Catholic and his uncle a born again Christian.
Keillor said, “An illegal drug sold by a man who sent money to buy
golden shoelaces for the pope, but what are you going to do?” His uncle
said, “There are things more important than being right.” (“Make the Most
of Your Brief Time on Earth,” Washington Post, August 17, 2016)
John F. Kennedy once said, “Civility is not a sign of weakness.” Jesus
would have agreed. We are strongest when, in spite of our differences, we
are able to live and work together.
Willing to listen,
Rev. Gary
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. Please include the following persons
in your prayers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings – September
The following readings serve as the foundation for
the Sunday morning 9:30 Worship Service. By reading
these scripture lessons during the week, you can
prepare your heart and mind for Sunday worship.

If y ou would like a list of the Prayer Requests please
contact the church office.

September 4

Luke 11;1-4

September 11

Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8

September 18

Genesis 15: 1-6

September 25

Genesis 37: 3-8, 17b-22, 26-34;
50:15-21

World Communion Worship Service
Sunday, October 2, 10:30 AM
Please mark your calendar for one combined
English and Japanese worship service on October 2.

West L.A. Connections
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

September 9:30AM Worship Services

Sunday School and Bible Studies

September 4 – 16 Sunday after Pentecost
Family Worship and Holy Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer.
Text: Luke 11:1-4
Theme: Do not lead us to the time of trial.

Children and Youth Sunday School

th

God calls us to grow in faith and knowledge.
Children and youth are encouraged to come each
Sunday to learn about God’s love and Jesus’ ministry,
and to have fun and make new friends.
Birth to 3 Nursery (Next to sanctuary)
3 & 4 Year Olds Cool Kids Room 1
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (Second floor)

September 11 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8
Theme: Why do we do what we’re not supposed to do?
September 18 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Genesis 15:1-6
Theme: God is happy with those who believe in what
seems impossible.

Tuesday Night Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7:30 PM, Learning Center.
Beginning on September 6, the class will follow the
theme, "Finding God in the World." Participants will
take turns selecting and leading discussions on topics
they have come across in newspapers, magazines,
Facebook posts, blogs, etc. The class will last for 9
sessions. New members are always welcome. Please
contact Rev. Gary for more information. No meetings
will be held on September 20 or 27.

September 25 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Text: Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21
Theme: God can turn harm to good.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in Room 2.
The Wednesday morning study group uses the
Narrative Lectionary Readings (on page 2) as the basis
of their weekly discussion. Please see Rev. Gary for
more information.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Periodic Thursdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Thursday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.
Daryl Hata, Parking Coordinator

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Parking Update and Church Security

Favorite Hymns

Parking for Sunday worship will be available at the
Buddhist Temple on most weeks. Our parking
coordinator, Daryl Hata, will distribute parking passes
at our church's front gate for the Temple parking lot.
Street parking is also available on the 1900 blocks of
Purdue, Butler, and Corinth, as is parking on the
second floor of the Trident Center garage. Please
reserve spaces in our lot for visitors, seniors 80 yearsold and older, and families with young children.
Because our church service is open to the public,
we ask that members be vigilant and report any
unusual activity to the ushers or pastors.
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In response to our question
about favorite hymns, we
received the following note:
“My favorite hymn is ‘On the
Jerico Road’ because it brings back memories of
Christmas at my sister and brother-in-law’s home, with
my mother playing hymns on the piano as we stood
and sang together joyously.”
Music brings joy to our lives and helps us express
our Christian beliefs.
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Ohana 2.0 Gathering

Vacation Bible School Report

September 10, 10:00 AM
Congratulations to Stuart
and Lova (Hyatt) Shimotsu,
who both retired in June.
Stuart, a physical therapist at
the UCLA Medical Center
and Lova, a preschool and
kindergarten teacher with the
Santa Monica Unified School
District, both loved and were
devoted to their careers. Their combined professional
careers come close to 80 years of service.
“To me, a professional teacher is more of a
vocation than a job,” Lova said. “It’s a calling toward a
special kind of work in the world.” Both Stuart and Lova
have certainly made their mark in society, as well as
our WLA UMC community.
Stu and Lova are very gifted and we are truly
blessed to have so many gifted members in our church
like them.
It is with joy that I announce that on Saturday,
September 10, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Stu and Lova will
lead a workshop, “Singing and Dancing with God.”
They will share their talents: singing, dancing, and
demonstrating their love of family and love of God with
us on this fun-filled day. This Ohana event will be
interactive for both the children, parents and guests.
You are invited to a joyful, fun-filled Saturday of
fellowship and special time of sharing.
Come join us! Please RSVP Jane Shimotsu by
September 1 for potluck & child-care for the infants.
Thank you!
Jane Shimotsu, Ohana Coordinator
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Aloha! What a great week we enjoyed with our 29
children, 15 youth and college leaders/assistants, more
than 30 adult volunteers and our 3 pastors as we
caught the "wave of God's amazing love" at our Surf
Shack VBS. Through ocean and water-themed Bible
stories, music, crafts, science projects, snacks, and
cultural lessons our participants explored how God
creates, helps, loves, calms and sends us forth to
share the Good News. We especially rejoiced in
welcoming our new preschoolers from Ohana 2.0!
The UCLA Wesley Foundation's Cafe 580 is the
recipient of the VBS mission project -- a "boat load" of
food donations to stock the pantry and God Boxes
filled with the children's prayers, well wishes, origami,
sea shells, and "don't worry" stones for their college
friends.
We extend our appreciation to all of the
participating families, our amazing youth and adult
volunteers, and our pastors for making this
intergenerational week of fun, faith, and friendship a
splashing success!
Our VBS Director’s Reflection
Our Vacation Bible School may look like it is all fun
and games -- and it is loads of fun -- but there is so
much more at work here that may not be so apparent.
In addition to a summer camp experience for kids,
our VBS is also a leadership pipeline. Most of our
youth and college volunteers began as children in our
pre-school and kindergarten classes years ago. Once
they reach middle school, they become youth
assistants. Our youth have all become invaluable
mentors and role models to our younger generation
and work together as a team not only during VBS but
also throughout the year. We also dedicate time
during VBS to give our children experience in
becoming worship leaders themselves. They learn
about "proclaiming" and how to share God's word
publicly before the congregation. Watch for our kids
leading worship and reading scripture soon!
Many of us adults also started as helpers under the
tutelage of experienced VBS teachers and pastors and
grew into our positions. I began as an assistant in the
pre-school class (keeping an eye on my then 3-yearold daughter Rachel) and learned from the best -Rose Honda, Sadie Hifumi, Sets Yamashita, Frances
Uchida, Jane Shimotsu, Eleanor Nakano, Susan
Tsukahira and so many more -- and I'm still learning.
My mentors continue to serve and inspire and Rachel,
now age 20, leads the science center.
Jeri Okamoto

Asian Camp 2016

Brandon Yamaguchi, Samantha Kim, Stephanie
Kinoshita, and Rev. Gary Oba attended Asian Camp
held at Camp Lodestar, Wilseyville, CA.

West L.A. Connections
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Reconciling Congregation
Ad Hoc Committee Update
Our church continues its
process of holy conversation and
discernment as our congregation
moves toward making a decision
about becoming a Reconciling
Congregation, that is, one that
openly welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
persons. To that end, a letter,
FAQs, and a survey were mailed to every member
household in June, inviting members to respond with
their opinions, concerns, and questions. Of the 259
surveys mailed, 121 were returned, with the following
results:
Strongly/Somewhat
Disagreed with becoming a
Reconciling Congregation

17 (14% of
respondents)

Neutral

2 (1.6%)

Strongly/Somewhat Agreed
in favor of becoming a
Reconciling Congregation

102 (85%)

Participants weighing and sealing meal packets.

Stop Hunger Now
On Saturday, July 23, our Church joined with
members of the Westwood United Methodist Church to
help feed children in the world by participating in a
meal-packaging program Stop Hunger Now! Thank you
to the twenty-four adults, youth and children from our
Church who took part in assembling over 25,000 meals
in packets that combined rice, soy, dehydrated
vegetables and a flavoring mix that contain 21
essential vitamins and minerals. These meal packets
will be shipped around the world and will feed boys and
girls in schools and insure that they stay enrolled in
school.
The population of the world is approximately 7
billion people and each night, almost 1 billion people
across the globe go to bed hungry – 200 million of
them children. Nearly 870 million people or one in
eight, suffer from chronic undernourishment which kills
more people every year than malaria, tuberculosis and
AIDS combined. Undernourishment contributes to 2.6
million deaths of children under age five each year.
Imagine ending world hunger. Working together,
we continue to answer God’s call to feed and care for
His sheep by providing food and life-saving aid to the
world’s most vulnerable and by creating a global
commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.
What a blessing to be a blessing and spread
God’s life-giving love
Stan Shimotsu

A bilingual forum following the Nichigo service is
planned for Sunday, August 28, in response to
requests for additional information and discussion.
The Administrative Council has approved the
following voting procedure. The official vote will be
held in September/October 2016. The Ad Hoc
Committee anticipates mailing ballots on September 16
to each official WLAUMC member. Ballots will be due
at the church on or before Sunday, October 9 at 1:00
PM, and will be counted and verified by at least two
members of the Committee. The voting is being done
at this time so that the results may be presented and
ratified at the church Charge Conference currently
scheduled for October 30. More detailed information
about the voting process will be provided with the
voting materials.
The Ad Hoc Committee members are: Chairperson
Ken Ho, Rev. Gary Oba, Rev. Janet Cromwell, Rev.
Becky Hirata, Scott Nakaatari, Jeri Okamoto, Pamela
Ryder, Grace Seto, Stan Shimotsu, Cooke Sunoo, Kay
Yang, and Richard Yang.

PATH

If you have any questions, please contact the
pastors or Lay Leader Stan Shimotsu or Assistant Lay
Leader Jeri Okamoto.

West L.A. Connections

The following volunteers cooked and served meals
at PATH in July: Sonia Dixon, Carlyle Dixon, Stanley
Shimotsu, Pamela Ryder, Maile Hirai and Scott
Nakaatari. Thank you very much for your service!
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United Methodist Women
Learning, Fellowship, and Service

Holiday Boutique
UMW Members continue to create beautiful
handmade items for the Holiday Boutique to be held on
November 5, including quilts, angel figurines, scented
soaps, candles, gift tags, Christmas ornaments and
more!
All church members who enjoy crafting and art are
welcome to contribute handmade items to the
Boutique. Please see Pamela Ryder or Sadie Hifumi
with questions.

Ralph’s Rewards Notice
Thank you for your continued support of your local
Ralphs store. In the past 12 months, we have received
$1,082 from the Ralphs Community Contribution
Program to support the work of the Social Action
Commission.
Please note that after September 1, it will be
necessary to create or re-register your Ralphs account
to continue to participate in the Ralph’s donation
program. Furthermore, it is now required to register
online at ralphs.com; a barcode scan letter can no
longer be used to register at the checkout in the store.
When you register online please use the church’s
number #90163. Below are the step by step
instructions:

80+! A Group
Tuesday, September 6, 11:30 AM, Aki’s Restaurant
80+! A group of WLA United Methodist Women
regularly meet at Aki's Restaurant on the first Tuesday
of each month. Originally started to give former Circle II
women a chance to "stay connected," the fellowship
has expanded and all women who are 80 and older are
welcome to the luncheons.
The participants enjoy great fellowship, much
laughter, hearty lunches, fine service, and are informed
about current and upcoming UMW activities. For more
information, please contact Aya Sase or Sets
Yamashita, 80+ Coordinators.

If you have not registered your Rewards Card
online:
1. Log in to www.ralphs.com
2. Click on ‘No Account’ Register
3. Follow the easy steps to create an online account
4. After you confirm your online account by clicking on
the link in your email, return to
www.ralphs.com and click on ‘Sign In’, enter your
email address and password.
5. Link your card to your organization by clicking on:
a. Community Rewards - Enroll
b. Type our church’s NPO number (90163) or West
Los Angeles United Methodist Church
c. Remember to click on the circle to the left of our
organizations’ name
d. Click on Enroll to finish your enrollment process

UMW Tours the David and Margaret Youth and
Family Services Center in La Verne

If you have already registered your Rewards Card
online (This means that you have already entered your
email address and assigned yourself a password):
1. Log in to www.ralphs.com
2. Click Sign In
3. Link your card to your organization by clicking on:
a. Community Rewards – Re-Enroll
b. Type your NPO number or Name of your
Organization (90163)
c. Remember to click on the circle to the left of your
organizations’ name
d. Click on Enroll to finish your enrollment process
Scott Nakaatari
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Doug and Lina’s New Address
Please contact the church office for address.

West L.A. Connections
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On August 6, a group of WLAUMC UMW women
traveled to La Verne, California to tour the David and
Margaret Youth and Family Services Campus. The
original building and grounds began as an orphanage
and was placed in the care of the Women’s Home
Missionary Society of the Methodist Church. We were
very pleased to learn that this relationship with the
United Methodist Women remains to this day.
Over the last 100 years, the David and Margaret
Home has grown from an orphanage to a Youth and
Family Services facility. It provides emergency housing
and support for children in foster care, support and
education to children and parents of the foster and
adoption system and transitional housing for those
young people aging out of the foster care system.
There are mental health and addiction recovery
treatment programs and much more.
Our UMW group was very grateful to Michael
Urquidez and Chaplain Gail for leading this tour.
We pray for all children to find the loving support
that they deserve and we pray for strength and wisdom
for all who provide care for children and families.
We look forward to supporting this organization
through our UMW Holiday Party on December 10.
Pamela Ryder
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Upcoming Events
Learning, Fellowship, and Fun

Library Open for Borrowing & Browsing
Sunday, September 4, 11:00 AM
Learning Center 2nd Floor
The Church Library is open for reading and
borrowing books on the first Sunday of each month
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. For more information
about the Library collection, contact Jean Dote, Haru
Nakano, or Midori Tashiro. Stop by and take a look.

Tanoshimi-kai Storrier Stearns Japanese
Garden and Maison Akira Restaurant
Friday, October 7, 9:00 AM

Library Acknowledgements

In October, we shall travel to Pasadena to tour the
Storrier Stearns Japanese Garden. This garden was
created between 1936-1940 by Mr. Kinzuchi Fujii, a
landscape designer and craftsman from Japan, for
Charles and Ellamae Storrier, wealthy benefactors of
the arts and important persons in the cultural and civic
life of Pasadena. It is the "only example remaining of a
major Japanese-style garden created before WW II for
a residence in Southern California." There was an
extensive and faithful restoration of the Garden
between 2007-2013 under the direction of Dr. Takeo
Uesugi, professor emeritus at Cal Poly Pomona, who
worked closely with the current owners to faithfully
restore the garden to its original elegance.

The library acknowledges gifts from Keiko Kikuta,
Lilyan Nitta, the Okamoto/Floyd family, Rose Honda.
Rev. Gary Oba, Jacqueline and Barry Amos.
I would like to thank the library committee
members for stepping in while I was ill. The members
are Eiko Iwata, Keiko Kano, Haru Nakata, Midori
Tashiro, and Sets Yamashita. We welcome Saburo
and Patricia Setoguchi who have joined us. We
welcome volunteers.
Thanks to Lina Yamaguchi for the gift bookplates
and for the work with the document retention.
Jean Dote
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our lunch will be at the restaurant, Maison Akira, in
the area AAA defines as the Playhouse District. When
we are through with our delicious bento, we shall have
time to stroll around the area and perhaps visit the
Pasadena Playhouse, the Pasadena Museum of Art, or
the oldest and largest independent bookstore in
Southern California for over one hundred years,
Vroman's.

Christian Education and Family Ministries
Sunday, September 25, 11:15 AM, Learning Center
The Christian Ed and Family Ministries Team will
meet on September 25 to plan for fall classes and
holiday events. Guests are welcome to attend to share
ideas and suggestions. See Sharon Kinoshita Gill for
details.

We will travel to Pasadena on Friday, October 7,
leaving church at 9:00 and returning at 5:00 pm. Cost
of $75 per person includes transportation, driver's
gratuity, tour, and lunch. Sign-ups have begun.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Eleanor Nakano
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Midori Tashiro,
Administrative
Assistant
We are delighted to
announce that Midori
Tashiro has joined the WLA
UMC staff as Administrative
Assistant. Midori is looking
forward to supporting our
exciting ministries and
church community. Please join us in welcoming her!
Sonia Dixon, SPRC Chairperson

Japanese Film Night
Friday, September 30, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary
This month, West LA UMC will feature “The Way
Home” or “Homeland” directed by Nao Kubota.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this
great film. The film is free and open to the public.

West L.A. Connections
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Asian Cultural Festival
Saturday, September 17, 2016
11:00 AM – 4:30 PM

Asian Cultural Festival Volunteers
Volunteers are needed on Friday, September 16 to
set up canopies and tables in the parking lot and social
hall, and to assist with food preparation. Additional
volunteers are needed during the day to work in food
booths, as cashiers, and with clean up. If you are able
to volunteer, please contact Stan Shimotsu, Bob Bailey,
Sonia Dixon, or Valerie Harada.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Supply
Wish List

Silent Auction & Second Chance Store
Your Silent Auction donations may be brought to
the Youth Room after worship or during weekday office
hours of 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.






collectibles, vintage items, and antiques
restaurant and retail gift cards
vacation condo/resort accommodations
professional services
your special talents (hosting a gathering, cooking,
baking, entertainment – be creative!)
 theater, concert, and movie tickets
 amusement park tickets (Disneyland, Knotts
Berry Farm, etc.)
 sporting event tickets
Please fill out a donation form and attach it to your
donated item(s). Forms are available in the Youth
Room.
The church also collects items for the Second
Chance Store, such as household items, toys, and
new clothing (with tags). These items may also be
brought to the church and placed in the Youth Room.
Please contact Jane Harada, Kay Yang or Elaine
Sunoo if you have any questions about either the Silent
Auction or the Second Chance Store.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cultural Exhibit
This year’s
Cultural Exhibit will
feature artifacts
created by World War
II camp internees. If
you would like to share
items for the display,
please contact Rose
Honda.

West L.A. Connections

The following items are needed for this year’s
Festival. If you would like to donate an item, or cash,
please sign the sheet in the Social Hall with your name
and donation. Please contact Carole Nakano with
questions.
Food Items
Barley Tea & Green Tea Bags
Granulated Sugar – 5lb or 10lb
Mirin
Soft Drinks (cans) and water (bottles)
SPAM
Supplies
Chopsticks
Cold Cups – 8oz, 9oz
Hot Cups – 8oz, 9oz.
Blue Masking Tape – 1”, 1 ½”, 2”
Napkins
Paper Towels
Plastic Wrap Rolls
Plastic Forks
Trash Bags – 13gal. and 33gal.
Ziploc Bags – sandwich, quart, gallon bags
Brown grocery paper bags with handles
Large Aluminum Foil (long)
Charcoal Bags
Plants
Postage Stamps
Raffle Prizes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Festival Publicity
Please invite your friends to the Festival! Fliers
are available at the church to share with friends and
post in your neighborhood.
Please notify Rev. Janet Cromwell of news
sources that will print an article or announcement
about the Festival.
Remember, the more the merrier!
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Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

Thank you for your generosity

Special Offerings

Memorial Offerings
If you would like a list of Memorial Offerings please
contact the church office

If you would like a list of Special Offerings please
contact the church office

Flower Donations
If you or your family would like to provide flowers
for Sunday Morning Worship, please contact the
church office or sign up on the Flower Calendar in the
Social Hall. Persons who donate flowers may take
them home at 12:00 Noon, following the Japanese
Language Worship Service.

West L.A. Connections
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together
「大統領選のための祈る」
8 月 12 日、Interfaith Prayer Forum に参加する機会が
与えられた。アメリカの大統領選を前にして、アメリ
カのリーダーのために祈る会である。アメリカ各地か
ら牧師たちが集まり、朝は祈りに専念する時をもった。
祈り会が終わると、午後は大統領選挙に備えてのアジ
ア系市民のタウンホール（政治家が市民と対話する集
会）であった。2000 人の参加者に膨れ上がった。グリ
ーン党から大統領候補推薦を受けている Dr. Jill Stein。
Libertarian 党から推薦を受けている Gary Johnson。共
和党を代表してビル・クリントン前大統領が話した。

On August 12, I had a privilege to attend API
(Asian and Pacific Islander) Presidential Town Hall
Interfaith Prayer Forum in Las Vegas.
In the morning, we focused on prayers, led by
different faith leaders. In the afternoon, we listened to
Dr. Jill Stein from Green party and Governor Gary
Johnson from Libertarian party. Representing
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton was Bill Clinton.
About 2000 API listened and asked questions to them.
We remember to pray for ourselves, our family,
and our friends. But, the Bible clearly teaches us to
pray for leaders in all areas.

「王たちと上に立っているすべての人々のために、願
いと祈りととりなしと感謝とをささげなさい。それは
私達が、敬虔に威厳をもって、平安で静かな一生を過
ごすためです。」（テモテ第一の手紙 2:1-2）

“I urge you that requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for everyone - for kings and
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (I Timothy
2:1-2)

クリスチャンは、自分のため、家族のために祈る。し
かし、人々のため、国のため、指導者のためにも祈る
ように勧められている。政治を司る人たちのための祈
りが含まれていなければならないのである。

Paul wrote to Timothy this letter during the time of
prosecution by Nero. Clearly, it was not an easy time
for Christians. But, we must pray for all leaders.

パウロがテモテへの手紙を書いたのは、クリスチャン
を苦しめていたネロ皇帝の時代。それでも、上に立つ
者のために祈ることを勧めた。どんな迫害を受けても、
力や政治的な駆け引きによってではなく、祈りによっ
て対応する。

It was a great learning experience for me to pray
and listen to the political leaders. May God bless
America as we pray and elect the next president.

上に立つ者たちのための祈りは、私たちに平安をもた
らす約束を覚えたい。神様からの使命、責任をもって
四苦八苦しているリーダーは大切な存在である。ぜひ
リーダーのための祈りを休まないようにお願いしたい
と思う。

No matter who would become the next president,
we remember to pray for him/her.

Pastor Becky Hirata 平田
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

平田
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
日語カレンダー
9/4 11:00 日本語礼拝
12:00 協議会
9/11 11:00 日本語礼拝
12:00 聖書勉強
9/17 8:00 バザー準備
11:00 教会バザー
9/18 11:00 日本語礼拝
12:00 祈り会
9/25 11:00 日本語礼拝
12:00 聖書勉強

West L.A. Connections

Visiting Missionaries
We were delighted to have Rev. Toshi Yamamoto
and Rev. Claudia Genung Yamamoto join us for both
worship services on Sunday, August 21. They are
United Methodist pastors serving in Japan. Our church
sponsors Rev. Claudia’s ministry as a missionary at
the Kagawa Center through the General Board of
Global Ministries.
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September 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

1:00pm Mabel Kitsuse
Memorial Service

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

5

4 Rally Day

Family Worship
Holy Communion
9:30am English Worship
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:00am Church Library

Labor Day

6

7

Open

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

7:30pm-Tuesday Bible Study

9:30am Alive Now Study
10:00 am District
Committee on Ordained
Ministry
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
7:30 pm Finance Committee

11

12

13

14

PATH meal service
6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mt

7:30pm Tuesday Bible Study

19

20

9:30am English Worship
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Japanese Worship

11:00am UMW Martha & Mary
meeting
1:00pm SPRC
6:00pm Newsletter articles
due

18

9:30am English Worship
9:45am Sunday
11:00am Japanese Worship

(church office closed)

11:30am-80+ Women’s
Luncheon at Aki Restaurant

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast at Marie
Callender’s

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
7:00pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

25

9:30am English Worship
9:45am Sunday
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:15am Christian Ed &
Family Ministries Meeting

26

9:30am Alive Now Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

8:00am Professional
Kitchen Cleaning

15

Bazaar Prep all day
(No Tai-Chi Class)
9:30am Prayer Meeting

16

17

23

24

Bazaar Prep
Parking Lot Set-up

11:00am - 4:30pm
All Church Asian
Cultural Festival

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

21

10:30am Tai-Chi Class

22

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

4:00pm Praise Band
Rehearsal
4:30pm Habitat for Humanity
Carnival at Westwood UMC

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm Trustees

27

10:00am Ohana 2.0

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

4:00pm Kalbi Beef Prep

28

10:30am Tai-Chi Class

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

West L.A. Connections

8
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29

30

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Japanese Film Night

9:30am Prayer Meeting
9:30am Newsletter Folding
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

31

September 2016

Asian Cultural Festival
Saturday, September 17
11:00 AM to 4:30 PM
The Festival features delicious food, baked goods, colorful flowers and
plants, games, crafts and face painting for the kids, door prizes, cultural
exhibits, and live entertainment throughout the day.
In preparation for the Festival, your donations of food, supplies, and
new (and like-new) items for the Silent Auction and Second Chance Store
are welcome. See Page 8 for details.
Please contact Stan Shimotsu, Sonia Dixon, Bob Bailey, or Valerie
Harada to volunteer to set-up, work in booths, and clean-up.
Invite all of your friends to come. Free parking is available at the
Trident Center Building. We look forward to seeing you!

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

