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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote spiritual
growth - Building a community of
faith and making disciples of Christ
by reaching out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of faith
is what we are about.
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Reconciling Congregation Discussion
As you may know already, our church has entered into a period of discernment
about becoming a reconciling congregation. A reconciling congregation is one that
openly welcomes lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) persons.
This openness would become part of a mission statement and be publicized in our
newsletter, website, and other promotional materials. As part of the discernment
process, our Social Action Commission, which is leading this effort, has sponsored a
panel discussion, two movies, and a Bible study.
Admittedly, this effort has not met with universal approval. Since the early
1970s, the issue of homosexuality has been controversial, particularly within the
Christian church. In spite of American society’s increasing acceptance of LGBTQ
persons and the recent Supreme Court decision declaring the right of same sex
persons to marry, Christian groups have been among the most vocal in opposing
these developments.
Persons who hold these views are to be respected. They take their faith seriously
and base their opposition on the grounds of biblical texts, Christian teaching, and
tradition. They believe Christianity should mold culture; and not vice versa.
There is another view, however, that also needs to be taken seriously. It is that
Jesus welcomed all people, particularly those on the margins of society. He invited
everyone to become part of God’s realm. Jesus did not condemn gays and lesbians;
in fact, he did not mention homosexuality at all. What he did say is, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31), and “Do not judge, and you will not be
judged” (Luke 6:37a).
It is the feeling that this second view should become the perspective of
WLAUMC that has generated the discussion about becoming a reconciling
congregation. It is the view that I hold. I believe that Jesus would want us to see
LGBTQ persons as beings of sacred worth who live under the same grace and
judgment of God as everyone else. And because LGBTQ persons are a minority who
often are persecuted, becoming a reconciling congregation would mean that, at times,
we will be called upon to come to their defense.
My hope is that, regardless of the outcome of this discernment, we will remain a
united church. Part of what it means to be a mature church is to be able to talk about
controversial matters in a civil manner without fear of people leaving the church.
Therefore, regardless of the outcome of this discussion, my prayer is that we will
continue to respect each other’s views and remain one body.
Seeking both inclusion and peace,
Rev. Gary Oba
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer
As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Narrative Lectionary Readings for August
These readings serve as the
foundation for the Wednesday morning
Bible Study and Sunday morning 9:30
Worship Service. By reading these
scripture lessons during the week, you
can prepare your heart and mind for
Sunday worship.
If you would like to receive a complete list of Prayer
Requests – Joys and Concerns – please contact the
Church Office.

Aug. 2

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Aug. 9

Ephesians 1:3-14

Aug. 16

Ephesians 3:14-21

Aug. 23

Ephesians 4:1-16

Aug. 30

Ephesians 4:25-5:2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
You are invited to come to the
sanctuary on Thursday mornings at 9:30
AM to pray for persons on the church’s
prayer list. The Prayer Ministry provides a
calm and peaceful time to sit, pray, and
listen for God’s guidance. To receive an
updated copy of the Prayer List, contact
Lina Yamaguchi at the church office at 310-479-1379.
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

Sunday School and Bible Studies

August 9:30 AM Worship Services

Children’s Sunday School

August 2 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost/ Family
Worship and Holy Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Theme: Generosity as a sign of God's grace.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Sunday School helps children learn about God, the
life of Jesus, and important lessons from the Bible.
Infants & Toddlers Nursery (next to the sanctuary)
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (located upstairs)

August 9 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Speaker: Mr. Stanley Shimotsu
Special guest giving children’s message.

Women’s Bible Study Group
2nd and 4th Mondays, 1:00-2:30 PM in Room 9.
The lesson for August 10 is "Serving the Least"
using Matthew 25:31-46 with discussion facilitated by
Diane Yamagata. The lesson for August 24 is "Clothed
and Ready" from the letter to the Ephesians 6:10-20
with discussion facilitated by Eleanor Nakano.

August 16 – 12 Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Ephesians 3:14-21
Theme: The indwelling of Christ and the fullness of
God.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.
th

August 23 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Ephesians 4:1-16
Theme: Christians are different from each other but still
part of one body.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Men’s Bible Study Group
Periodic Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group meets on periodic
Tuesday evenings. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates.

“Alive Now” Study Group

August 30 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2
Theme: Our words and deeds will form a community of
love.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message

Wednesdays, 9:00-10:00 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. See page 2 of
this Newsletter for the scripture lessons. Rev. Gary
leads the discussion and new members are always
welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday, August 9, Traffic Congestion

Thursday Bible Study

There will be a CicLAvia event (Culver City Meets
Venice presented by Metro) in Culver City and Venice
on Sunday, August 9. No cars will be allowed on the
route from Washington Blvd., Washington Place,
Centinela Blvd. and Venice Blvd. to the beach.
Crossing points for cars will be located at Overland,
Sepulveda, Sawtelle, McLaughlin, Beethoven, and
Lincoln. Road closures will last from 8:00 AM to 5:30
PM.
Please plan for extra driving time as you come to
worship on August 9.

Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in the Learning Center.
The Thursday evening Bible Study will be on
vacation during the month of August. New study will
begin on September 3. See Rev. Gary for the new
topic and readings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Library Open Hours
Sunday, August 2, 11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
The Church Library will be
open for reading and borrowing
books on Sunday, August 2, from
11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. A large
number of new children’s books
and Bibles have been added to the
collection.
Come, see the library, and use
the many resources that are available to church
members.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Miss the sermon on Sunday?
The Sunday sermons are on the
church’s website by Monday
evening. Listen to them at
www.wlaumc.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Vacation Bible School
This year’s “G-Force: God’s Love In Action”
brought together 27 participants, 18 youth assistants,
and over 30 adult volunteers for a terrific week of
learning and growing in faith! Our key lessons for the
week were to follow Jesus, act as he taught us, pray
and help others as he did, and share the Good News
of God’s love with everyone.
Thanks to everyone’s donations, the children filled
over 75 School Kits with supplies for low-income kids.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Meiji Gakuin Visit
Fifteen students and three adult leaders from the
Meiji Gakuin arrived at West LA UMC on Wednesday,
July 22 for their last home-stay visit to the United
States. The group has been arriving in Los Angeles
and visiting our church for many years. As in past
years, the students offered a musical program,
including Christian hymns and traditional Japanese
songs. Following the program, the students and
church members enjoyed a potluck dinner in the Social
Hall. The students enjoyed practicing their English
language skills over dinner.
We wish all of the students the very best during
their time in the United States. We also give thanks to
Keiko Takahashi for coordinating the potluck dinner
and everyone who brought food to share. We have
been blessed by our connection with the Meiji Gakuin
over these many years.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christian Ed & Family Ministries Meeting
Sunday, August 23, 11:15 AM, Learning Center
The Christian Education
and Family Ministries Team
works together to plan
Sunday School, Adult
Education Classes, and
intergenerational events throughout the year. On
Sunday, August 23, we will evaluate recent programs
(including VBS) and look ahead to fall programs,
including Rally Day, Sunday School curriculum, and
several special holiday celebrations.
Your participation and ideas are welcome! For
more information, please contact Rev. Janet Cromwell
at 310-479-1379.

Asian Camp
West LA UMC is happy to have eight youth and
Rev. Gary at Asian Camp during the week of July 2631. Throughout the week, participants attend morning
devotions, worship, workshops, and fun activities. We
look forward to hearing their report during worship!
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Marie
Callender’s Asian Camp Fundraiser on July 23, and to
Susan Tsukahira for making the arrangements. The
proceeds from this fundraiser provided scholarship
funds for the students attending camp and paid their
bus transportation fee.
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

All Church Clean-Up
Saturday, August 29, 8:30 AM
There will be an All Church
Clean-up on Saturday, September 6,
at 8:30 AM in preparation for the
upcoming Bazaar and our many fall
programs. We will need members
and friends to help in this cleanup
process. Rose Honda will prepare a
list of items to be cleaned by location and/or Room
number. The lists will be posted on each of the
doorways.
All cleaning materials will be provided by the
Trustees so we just need your presence. A signup
sheet will be available on Sunday mornings so that we
can get a head count. Thank you!
Submitted by Otto Nakano
Chair, Board of Trustees

Saturday, August 15, Westwood UMC
United Methodist Churches on LA’s West Side are
joining together to package 50,000 meals for Stop
Hunger Now on Saturday, August 15. Adults, youth,
and older children can all help!
Stop Hunger Now is an international program
working to end hunger in our lifetime. Volunteers
assemble dried meal packets that are given to children
and families around the globe who are impacted by
drought, national disasters, and poverty. Each packet
serves 6 people.
This year’s packaging will take place at Westwood
UMC, 10497 Wilshire Blvd. on August 15. Set-up
begins at 8:30 AM, check-in begins at 9:00 AM with
refreshments, and packing begins at 10:00 AM,
concluding at Noon. Information regarding on-line
registration has been emailed to church members, so
please pre-register to participate.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Disaster Preparedness Workshop
Thanks to the Trustees for hosting a workshop in
June on preparing our homes in case of a natural
disaster. The workshop offered my helpful hints about
safety. You can find many helpful suggestions at
www.ready.gov and www.ready.gov.responder. Most
importantly, be sure to have plenty of water, easy-toprepare foods, and a flashlight in your home!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Keiro LinkAges TimeBank
Sunday, August 2, 11:15-12:15
Steven Sharp from Keiro will hold an orientation on
LinkAges Timebank at WLAUMC on August 2 from
11:15 AM –12:15 PM in the Learning Center.
Timebanking is a community-based service
exchange network where members give and receive
help, learn new skills, and share hobbies and interests.
Members earn hours by providing services and then
use those hours to receive services in return.
The goal of timebanking is to weave together a
community of individuals, organizations, and
businesses who honor dignity, choice, and
independence of all people across all generations.
WLAUMC has joined other churches, temples, and
Japanese American community organizations on the
Westside in participating in this Keiro-sponsored
program. For more information, please contact Kenji
Mayeda, Timebank coordinator for WLAUMC.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lay Leadership Meeting
The Lay Leadership team will be meeting on
Saturday, August 22, to consider nominations for
church committees and leadership positions in 2016.
Your participation is welcome in the areas of worship,
missions, social action, children and adult education,
library and archives, fundraising, outreach and member
care, and scholarship.
If you have an interest in serving on one or more of
the church’s many ministry and administrative
committees, please contact one of the pastors. A list
of nominations will be presented at our All Church
Conference in the fall.
Your participation brings new ideas and energy for
our church’s mission and ministry! Thank you for
volunteering to serve God and others through these
important committees.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Conserving Water
Whether you are at home or the
church, please be vigilant about turning off
dripping water in bathrooms and the
kitchen. Let’s do our part to reduce water consumption
and save this precious resource.
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Broadway is coming to West LA UMC!
Save the date of Sunday, October 18 at 2:30 PM
for an afternoon of Broadway Show Songs presented
by West LA UMC’s children, youth and adults! This
concert is a benefit for Habitat for Humanity campaign.
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Ishinomaki Mission – Team Impressions
It was gratifying to experience God’s presence with the
Ishinomaki residents. I think we were all comforted to
see the residents coping with their ordeal and trying
again to live a normal life.
Norman and Marge
Sakamoto

West LA United Methodist was blessed to have
heard mission trip reports from the group of people
who recently visited to Ishinomaki Japan! Here are
some of their highlights and experiences.
I was moved by the way the residents in each of the
temporary housing units we visited were able to share
laughter and camaraderie. Surely, God is among
them as they express their caring and support of each
other through their actions.
Sadie Hifumi

It was a real joy to learn that many groups like
Ishinomaki Christian Center and also many people
from all around the world are being Good Samaritans
and coming to the aid of the tsunami victims as
recovery will be a slow process.
Sets Yamashita

We received many blessings through this opportunity
to serve God on this mission to the Ishinomaki area. It
was a joy and privilege.
Naomichi & Toshiko Ito

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thanks be to God for one young lady’s baptism last
Christmas. Talking with a young lady, she told me
about her difficulty cleaning the mess right after the
earthquake. . . retrieving numerous dead bodies . . .
bearing these sad experiences, she found God’s
unconditional love and decided to be baptized at
Christmas. I will never forget how her eyes sparkled
and her face glowed with the glory of God.
Keiko Kikuta
A lady I helped with art craft showed her appreciation
and went to her home and gave me a box of seaweed
tsukemono.
George Kikuta
The people of Ishinomaki: residents, staffers,
volunteers. Beautiful folks! Sharing, caring, inspiring,
giri, gambaru. Most admirable. I feel blessed to have
been part of WLAUMC’s team. Thank you,
congregation, for your prayers and support.
Michi Matsuda

Japanese Film Night – NEW DATE
Friday, August 21, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary
Please note that our film in August will be held one
week earlier than usual. The featured film on August
21 will be “Before the Dawn: The story of Toyohiko
Kagawa / “Shisen o koete: Kagawa Toyohiko
monogatari.”
Kagawa was a Japanese
Christian pacifist, reformer, and
labor activist. He wrote, spoke,
and worked on ways to employ
Christian principles in the
ordering of society and in
cooperatives. His vocation to
help the poor led him to live
among them. He established
schools, hospitals, and
churches, and is remembered as one the most
influential Christian leaders in Japan.
These films are free and open to the public. Come
in August, bring your friends, and enjoy this story of an
extraordinary man who changed the world.

What a joy to see the resident’s smile when she saw
her finished card! It was a blessing for me to
experience her happiness. I am grateful I was part of
this Mission Team.
Eleanor Nakano
This mission trip to Ishinomaki was a very moving
experience to see and feel the joy and happiness as
the Team worked with the Senior Residents who
survived this tragic tsunami! May God bless them all!!!
Otto Nakano
At first, I thought we weren’t doing enough, but I
realized that just our being there showed the people
that we cared.
Aya Okada
I was happy we were received with warmth and
welcomed by the residents. I also enjoyed getting to
know our mission group better.
Lois Tateishi

West L.A. Connections

Page 6

August 2015

Asian Cultural Bazaar
Saturday, September 19

Be a Part of the Bazaar!
Our annual Asian Cultural Bazaar will be held on
Saturday, September 19, from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
with food, entertainment, children's games and crafts,
a silent auction, Second Chance Store, plants, door
prizes and cultural displays!
Preparations are already underway, and your help
is needed. Volunteers are needed on Friday,
September 18 to set up canopies and tables in the
parking lot and Social Hall, and to assist with food
preparation. Additional volunteers are needed during
the Bazaar to serve in food booths, as cashiers, and
with clean up. If you are able to volunteer, please
contact Valerie Harada at vah884@yahoo.com or
310-871-8164.
Now is also the perfect time to clear out your
cupboards and attics to donate new or like-new items
to the Silent Auction. Ideal Silent Auction items
include:

Delicious food and wonderful people make the Bazaar fun!

Bazaar Wish List
The following items are needed for the Bazaar. If
you would like to donate an item, please notify Frances
Uchida, 310-478-6996, or sign the sign-up sheet in the
Social Hall with your name and donation.











collectibles
antiques
vintage items
restaurant gift cards
retail/store gift cards
online gift cards
vacation condo/resort
professional services
your special gifts and talents (hosting a gathering,
cooking, baking, entertainment – be creative!)
 theater tickets
 concert tickets
 movie tickets
 amusement park tickets (Disneyland, Knotts
Berry Farm, etc.)
 sports event tickets
The church also collects items for the Second
Chance Store, such as household items, toys,
camping gear, and new clothing (with tags). These
items can be brought to the church and placed in the
Youth Room. See Kay Yang and Elaine Sunoo if you
have any questions about either the Silent Auction or
Second Chance Store.
The Face Painting Booth will hold a training
workshop on Saturday, August 22, 6:00-8:00 PM for
persons who would like to be trained to do face
painting for kids. See Rev. Janet if you are interested.
The annual Asian Cultural Bazaar is a fun day for
people of all ages! It provides a wonderful opportunity
to welcome our friends and neighbors to our church.
So, mark your calendar and invite your friends and
family to a joyful day of faith, food, music and more!

West L.A. Connections

Page 7

Food Items
Barley Tea & Green Tea Bags
Granulated Sugar – 5lb or 10lb
Mirin & Shoyu
Soft Drinks (cans) and water (bottles)
SPAM
Soy Sauce Packets
Paper Supplies
Chopsticks
Cold Cups – 8oz, 9oz
Hot Cups – 8oz, 9oz.
Blue Masking Tape – 1”, 1 ½”, 2”
Napkins
Paper Lunch Bags
Paper Towels
Plastic Wrap Rolls
Plastic Forks
Trash Bags – 13gal. and 33gal.
Wax Paper Rolls
Ziploc Bags – sandwich, quart, gallon bags
Brown grocery paper bags with handles
Aluminum Foil
Other Items
Charcoal Bags
Plants
Postage Stamps
Raffle Prizes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cultural Display
We give thanks for Randy Sakamoto’s hard work
on the Cultural Display that is held in the Sanctuary.
Randy’s collection of vintage photos describes the
history of our church and the Japan Sawtelle
community. Don’t miss seeing this historic display.

August 2015

United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

Purpose of United Methodist Women
“United Methodist Women is a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ,
to develop a creative supportive fellowship and
to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church.”

Queen Mary Outing
NOTE: Change in August Meeting Time

On July 25, the UMW hosted a delightful outing to
the Queen Mary Cruise Ship in Long Beach. The day
included seeing the Princess Diana exhibit, having tea,
touring the ship, and fellowship with church friends.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We will meet on Saturday, August 15 at 12:00
Noon for lunch before packing Layettes for newborn
babies in Alaska and Toiletry Bags for low-income
UCLA students. This new start time will allow anyone
who wishes to participate in the Stop Hunger Now
project at Westwood UMC at 9:00 AM.

We Receive Thanks…
A very important part of purpose of the UMW is
mission work, both local and global. Although we do
not serve others in order to receive recognition, it is
nice when we receive letters of appreciation.
Director Steven Nakahashi wrote, “Ishinomaki
Christian Center staff would like to thank the United
Methodist Women of West Los Angeles United
Methodist Church for your support…not only through
monetary funding but… sending a team who have
cared and loved the people of Ishinomaki…” ($4,000)
Treasurer Mary Reader of Nome Community UMW
wrote: “…thank you for your generous donation of
baby items given in support of our layette ministry. Our
local hospital serves not only Nome, but also 15
villages within the 44,000 miles of the Bering Strait
region…” (10 layettes)
Campus Minister/Executive Director Jeanne Roe
Smith wrote: “Thank you for your gift in support of our
ministry at Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA. Your
generosity will allow us to continue to invite, engage
and resource students in fellowship, worship and
community service….” ($2,000)
Interim Executive Director Venus Sotir wrote, “On
behalf of Asian Pacific Women’s Center, thank you for
your generous contribution of $1,500. With your
support APWC provides a safe haven for survivors of
domestic violence as they acquire personal strength
and the necessary skills for self-sufficiency, dignity,
and inner peace….”
Rev. Gary wrote to thank us for the gift of $1,000
for the UMCOR Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund.
All of the above was possible through our 2014
Holiday Boutique and April 2015 Marie Callendar Fund
Raiser. All who participated share in the thanks.

Lunch will be prepared by Fusako Hamamoto, Aya
Okada, and Frances Uchida. As a courtesy to them,
please RSVP if you intend to join us for lunch.
As always, we will be collecting food for the UCLA
Wesley Café 580. Please bring individual serving size
food items. Also, we would appreciate donations of
travel toiletry articles from your travels or toothbrushes,
toothpaste, etc.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Welcome Gifts for College Students
In recent years, the church has collected small,
sample-bottles of shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and other sundries to distribute to college
students at the UCLA Wesley Foundation Campus
Ministry. These items (like the ones provided at hotels)
are assembled in small tote bags. You are invited to
bring your donations to the church for this ministry of
welcome and hospitality.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Call for Volunteers
To ensure a fun time for everyone at the Asian
Cultural Bazaar on Saturday, September 19, we ask
everyone for your support. If you haven’t done so
already, please volunteer in whatever capacity you are
able. Help is needed in the food booths, Chirashi
preparation, Second Chance Store, Cultural Exhibit,
Plant booth, etc.
There is a job suitable to your unique talents
waiting for you to volunteer. Please see Valerie Harada
to volunteer.

West L.A. Connections
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Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

for your generous gifts!
Special Offerings

Memorial Offerings

If you would like a list of the Special Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

If you would like a list of the Memorial Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Altar Flowers dedicated in July
If you would like a list of the Altar Flower donations,
please contact the Church Office.

West L.A. Connections
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「日本宣教の働き」

From June 22 to July 2, I went to serve in
Ishinomaki, Japan with Faith UMC group. The
team was blessed by the work God has prepared
us to do.

6 月 22 日から 7 月 2 日まで、私は今年 2 度
目の石巻宣教の旅に出かけた。素晴らしい奉
仕の時を与えられた。奉仕の内容が決まって
いない部分はあったが、主に導かれる確信が
あって望めた。
しかし、今回の一番大変な事は、新幹線事件
であった。ちょうどその日、チームは奉仕を
終え、休みの日であった。71 歳の男性が新
幹線の中で焼身自殺したのである。たまたま、
私は後ろの新幹線の中で 5 時間、事故処理の
ため待たなくてはならなかった。さすがに疲
れが増すのを感じた。
日本の社会現象であろうか。心に安息のない
人が多い。不安の中、生きているのであろう。
人生のつらさを感じとれる出来事である。働
いても、生活はよくならない。国も総理大臣
も家族も友達も、誰も助けてくれない。一人
ボッチである。男性は叫ぼうとして自殺した
という。
なぜ、イエス様を知らないのか。なぜ、心に
平安を与える優しい神様を知らないのか。人
生の意味を見いだせず、生きる目的も分から
ず、さまよう人々がなんと多いことか。
宣教の働きは私達に信仰と力を注ぐ。恵みを
体験した後に、神様からまだまだ失われた魂
が多いことを教えられた。

After we were all blessed spiritually, God was
telling us that the work is not done yet. There are
still so many people searching for the true
meaning of life. People need Jesus.
People need God’s love. His work continues,
and I must stay faithful as His servant.
Pastor Becky Hirata 平田
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Nichigo’s August 2015 Calendar
August 2

11:00 AM
12:00 PM

August 8

9-3:00 PM

August 9

11:00 AM
12:00 PM

「神様が私達をどれほど愛してくれて、イエ
ス様を救い主として送ってくれた。」この良
いニュースを伝える働きを続ける理由を教え
られた。
平田
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After the mission work in Ishinomaki was over,
we rested in Kyoto. On the rest day, there was a
suicide incident in the Shinkansen. A 71 year old
man poured gasoline and burnt himself. It usually
takes about 2 hours to clean up the incident (JR is
very efficient!), but this was different. I had to wait
in the Shinkansen for 5 hours. My rest day was
gone…. and it really made me think. This is how
Japanese society is like for many…. no money,
no family, no hope, meaningless.
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Nichigo Worship Service
Nichigo Tea Fellowship
Nichigo Retreat by So. Cal.
Nichigo Federation
Nichigo Worship Service
Guest Speaker: Rev. Enomoto
Nichigo Luncheon

August 15 9-3:00 PM

Nichigo Retreat by So. Cal.
Nichigo Federation

August 16

11:00 AM

Nichigo Worship Service

August 21

7:30 PM

August 23

11:00 AM

August 29

8:30 AM

August 30

11:00 AM
12:00 PM

Japanese Film Night
Nichigo Worship Service
All Church Clean Up
Nichigo Worship Service
Praise Song Practice

August 2015

August 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

9:30am Worship Committee

2 Family Worship/Holy Communion
9:30am
11:00am
11:00am
11:15am
12:00PM

English Worship
Japanese Worship
Church Library Open
Keiro TimeBank Session
Nichigo Tea Fellowship

9

16
English Worship
Sunday School & Youth
Japanese Worship
Bazaar Planning Mtg

23
9:30am
9:45am
11:00am
11:15am
11:30am

English Worship
Sunday School & Youth
Japanese Worship
Family Ministries Mtg
Social Action Commission

30
9:30am
9:45am
11:00am
11:15am

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

10

9:30am English Worship
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
12:00 Nichigo Luncheon
September Newsletter Deadline

9:30am
9:45am
11:00am
11:15am

3

4
11:30am 80+ Women’s
Luncheon @ Aki’s Rest.

11

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

17

18

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast Meeting

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

24

25

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
7:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal

No Bible Study this morning
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

6

7

8

14

15

10:30am Private Memorial
Service

8:00am Tanoshimi-Kai Trip
9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

1:00pm Women’s Bible Study

1:00pm Women’s Bible Study

5

Sanctuary Lights – Moving
pews and replacing lights

12

9:00am Alive Now Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

19

9:00am Alive Now Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

26

9:00am Alive Now Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

13
9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
11:00am Staff Meeting

20

UMC Dodger Night

9:30am Register at Westwood
10:00am Stop Hunger Now at
Westwood UMC
12:00 UMW Meeting

21

22

7:30pm Japanese Film
Night

6:00pm Face Painting Workshop

28

29

10:00am Lay Leadership Mtg

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

27

8:30am All Church Clean-Up

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

4:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

31
English Worship
Sunday School & Youth
Japanese Worship
SPRC

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
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Asian Cultural Bazaar
Saturday, September 19
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
WLAUMC will once again open its hearts,
minds and doors to our community with our annual Asian Cultural
Bazaar. This event, which we have celebrated over the decades, has
always been a memorable part of the unique fabric of our Church. This
year’s focus will again be on coming together as a family and
community of faith under God, and an opportunity to joyfully
demonstrate Faith In Action.
The Bazaar features delicious food items, baked goods, beautiful
plants and flowers, games, crafts and face painting for the kids, door prizes, silent auction, and a
Second Chance Store. Entertainment will be provided throughout the day. Cultural and historical
presentations will be on display, along with original creations by our Church artists.
Bring your family and invite all of your friends. Free parking is available at the Trident Center
Building. We look forward to seeing you!

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

