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As we start the New Year, many people will make New Year’s
resolutions. Some will vow to eat less; others, to exercise more; and others,
to watch less TV. This year, my New Year’s resolutions are to exercise
regularly, read more books, and stay in better contact with my friends.
Have you found that resolutions are hard to keep? I have been making
the same resolutions for the past twelve years. It’s not that I don’t take them
seriously; each would improve the quality of my life. Perhaps it is because
I lack the discipline to follow through on them. As the new year begins, I
pursue my resolutions with a firm determination, like a detective following a
lead, but after a few months (or weeks), the trail goes cold and I’m back to
where I started.
Perhaps the reason why resolutions are hard to keep is that they feel
like a burden, kind of like weights around the ankles. When you have a full
schedule, new resolutions often are hard to squeeze in. When we look at our
weekly calendar, we wonder, how can I possibly add anything new?
Malala Yousafzai, the 17-year old activist for children’s rights, said
something recently that may help us out of this dilemma. In her acceptance
speech for the Nobel Peace Prize, Malala said, "Let this be the last time that
a boy or a girl spends their childhood in a factory. Let this be the last time
that a girl gets forced into early child marriage. Let this be the last time a
child remains out of school. Let us begin this ending." Perhaps the key to
starting anew is ending that which is old.
Jesus expressed the same idea when he said, “Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John 12:24, NRSV) If we truly
desire to be made new, perhaps the place to start is by ending that which has
run its course. Let the ending of the old be the seed which gives birth to the
new. To continually add and not subtract is to be like the hoarder who
collects until there is no more room inside his own house.
As we start the year 2015, let us seek the new by ending the old,
whether it is in our personal life, church, or community. As the hymn says,
“In our end is our beginning.”
Wishing you a blessed New Year,

Rev. Gary Oba
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Prayers
Connecting and Nurturing through Prayer

Narrative Lectionary Readings for January

As a community of faith, we support one another
through prayer. To add or remove a prayer request,
please contact one of the pastors or the church office.

These readings serve as the foundation
for the Wednesday morning Bible Study
and Sunday morning Worship Services. By
reading these scripture lessons during the
week, you can prepare your heart and mind
for Sunday worship.

If you would like to receive a complete list of Prayer
Requests – Joys and Concerns – please contact the
Church Office.

January 4

Psalm 11:1-3

Matthew 2:13-23

January 11

Psalm 2:7-8

Matthew 3:1-17

January 18

Psalm 91:9-12

Matthew 4:1-17

January 25

Psalm 1:1-3

Matthew 5:1-20

West LA UMC Prayer Ministry
Join us on Thursday mornings at 9:30
AM in the Sanctuary to pray for persons on
the church’s prayer list. To receive an
updated copy of the Prayer List, contact the
church office at 310-479-1379. The prayer
gathering at the church will resume on January 8.
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Worship & Studies
Growing in Faith through Worship and Study

Sunday School and Bible Studies

January 9:30 AM Worship Services

Children’s Sunday School

January 4 – Epiphany Sunday / Joint Family
Worship Service at 10:30 AM / Holy Communion
All-Church Potluck Lunch
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

Sunday School helps children learn about God, the
life of Jesus, and important lessons from the Bible.
Children and youth are encouraged to attend worship
and Sunday School each week!
Infants & Toddlers Nursery (next to the sanctuary)
Age 3 to Pre-K Cool Kids Room 1
K to Grade 3 Explorer Room 3
Grades 4-8 Trekker Room 2
Grades 9-12 Youth Room 8 (located upstairs)

January 11 – 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Matthew 3:1-17.
Theme: Getting ready for God's action.
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.

Women’s Bible Study Group

January 18 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Matthew 4:1-17.
Theme: Draw strength from Jesus' victories!
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children’s message.

2nd and 4th Mondays, 1:00 to 2:30 PM
The two lessons for January are "Worship Christ's
Majesty" using the letter to the Hebrews chapter 1 and
"Make a Joyful Noise" using Psalm 95. The women
take turns facilitating the class discussion using the
Adult Bible Study series. New members welcome.

January 25 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Worship with Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching. Text: Matthew 5:1-20
Theme: You are the light of the world!
Rev. Janet Cromwell giving children's message.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Men’s Bible Study Group
Periodic Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 PM in Room 2.
The Men’s Study Group is resuming on periodic
Tuesdays. Contact Fred Hifumi for dates and times.

“Alive Now” Study Group
Wednesdays, 9:15-10:15 AM in Room 2.
This study focuses on scripture lessons that will be
the basis for Sunday morning’s sermon. (See page 2 of
for scripture lessons.) See Rev. Gary Oba for more
information.

Thursday Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM in Learning Center.
The group continues its discussion of the book,
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, by
Reza Aslan. The reading schedule may be found on
the church website, www.wlaumc.com under Get
Involved/Bible Study/Thursday Bible Study. No study
on January 1.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nihongo Benkyo Reihai
Saturday Adult Church School
Saturday, January 31, 10:00-11:30 AM
Would you like to practice your Japanese
Language Skills, learn more about Japanese Culture,
hear Bible Stories in Japanese and English, sing songs
and practice writing Japanese characters (hiragana
and kanji)?
Rev. Becky Hirata will lead us in fun (tanoshii),
worship (reihei), and study (benkyo). Please join us.
If you have any questions please see Rev. Becky
Hirata or Pamela Ryder.

Many thanks to our talented children and youth as they presented
The Christmas Story during worship on December 14.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christmas Eve Worship
You, your family, and friends are invited to attend
one of the two Christmas Eve worship services at 4:30
or 7:30 PM. The Choir will present a Cantata and
special music will be provided by Alex Smith. Persons
attending the 7:30 service are welcome to bring a plate
of cookies to share during fellowship time.
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Supporting Families in Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Ohana 2.0: Families with Young Children

Eight Tips to Get Kids into the Bible

Saturday, January 10, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Parents, grandparents, and young children are
invited to the Ohana 2.0 gathering in the Social Hall on
Saturday, January 10 at 10:00 AM. Participants enjoy
playtime, thoughtful conversation, and a delicious
potluck lunch!
For more information, please contact Jane
Shimotsu or the Church Office. Please RSVP to Jane
by December 28 so that preparations can be made for
childcare during the discussion time for adults and the
potluck lunch.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Regardless of kids’ age or
experience with the Bible, there are
specific things you can do to give
their Bible knowledge and interest
a boost. Here are top tips from our
experts.
1. Get kid-friendly, ageappropriate Bibles in their
hands—and make sure you
have one in yours.
2. Process biblical truth. Regularly ask kids: “What
does this say about God?” and “What does this
mean for you?”

4th – 8th Grade Retreat
Sunday-Monday, January 18-19
Mark your calendar for the 4th – 8th Grade Retreat!
It will begin on Sunday, January 18, at 3:00 PM and
conclude on Monday morning, January 19, at 10:30
AM. Once again, everyone will have fun bowling,
making dinner, watching a movie, talking, laughing,
and helping others through a mission project!
Participants will stay overnight in the Learning Center
(and try to get some sleep!).
This year’s Retreat Leaders include Sharon
Kinoshita Gill, Lenny Gill, Mike Dote, and Rev. Janet
Cromwell. More information and registration forms will
be sent to parents.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

3. Equip parents to have everyday conversations
about God and his Word with their kids by giving
them examples, ideas, conversation starters, and
discussion prompts.
4. Love God and love your kids. Value God’s Word in
your life by modeling your choices based on the
Word of God.
5. Check to see how the passages you’re learning fit
into the bigger picture of the Bible. Is this before
Jesus? What is God’s plan for Israel here? How
does this event fit into the spread of the gospel
around the world?
6. Encourage a thirst for God’s Word in your
children’s ministry, with your team members, with
families, and with the children.

Confirmation Retreat
February 28, 8:30 AM – 2:00 PM
A Confirmation Retreat for students in 7th – 12th
Grade will be held on Saturday, February 28 at the
church. This one-day Retreat will include information
about The United Methodist Church and the meaning
of church membership. Participants will begin
composing a Personal Faith Statement that describes
the foundation of their faith in God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit. Plus, we'll have lots of fun as we learn together.
Details of the Confirmation Retreat will be
forthcoming. In the meantime, please set aside the
day for your student to participate in this important step
in their Christian formation and development!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

7. Physically open the Bible whenever you’re at
home, teaching a lesson, and in small groups.
8. Discuss ways the Bible has affected your life —
with kids, teachers, and parents.
Written by Jennifer Hooks on June 20, 2014
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Cold and Flu Season is Here
A runny nose, a bothersome cough, an achy
feeling – we’ve all had them during the cold and flu
season. While it seems odd to suggest that anyone
skip coming to church, it might be wise for sick children
and adults to stay at home to rest and recuperate.
Knowing that germs can easily spread through
shared toys, the church welcomes having some
volunteers to periodically wash and sanitize toys in the
Nursery and Sunday School Room. If you would be
willing to help, please contact Rev. Janet Cromwell to
set a time to come and clean.
Let’s have a happy and healthy new year!

Donate Your Christmas Cards
The Sunday School welcomes your donation of the
colorful covers of your Christmas cards! These covers
are used for gift tags and decorative holiday projects.
If you would like to donate your cards, simply
remove the front and place them in the basket in the
Social Hall. Thank you!
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Outreach & Social Service
Serving Our Community and World

Tritia Toyota to Speak at West LA UMC

Reconciling Congregation

January 25, 1:00 PM

The phrase “Reconciling
Congregation” will be heard in our
church throughout 2015. A
Reconciling Congregation is one
whose membership has voted to
adopt a welcoming statement to
accept all persons regardless of sexual orientation and
gender identity to participate fully in all aspects of the
United Methodist Church.

Tritia Toyota is a former Los
Angeles television news anchor and a
current adjunct assistant professor in
anthropology, Asian-American
studies and the media at UCLA.
Her areas of interest include
political participation, contemporary
Asian migration, transnational Asian
American communities, race theory,
and social movements.
Dr. Toyota will speak at West LA UMC on Sunday,
January 25, at 1:00 PM in the Sanctuary. Please mark
your calendar and plan to attend this special
presentation sponsored by the Social Action
Commission.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Administrative Council voted unanimously to
have Social Action Commission organize various
events during the year to pray, learn, and enjoy the
dialogue of what a reconciling vote might mean to us.

Assisting the Hearing Impaired
Many people experience hearing-loss over time.
So how can we best speak with and assist persons
with hearing loss who attend our church? Here are a
few suggestions that may help.
1. Face the hard-of-hearing person directly, and on
the same level, whenever possible.
2. If you are eating or chewing while talking, your
speech will be more difficult to understand.
3. Keep your hands away from your face while
talking.
4. Reduce background noises when carrying on
conversations. Turn off the TV or music.
5. Recognize that hard-of-hearing people hear and
understand less well when they are tired or ill.
6. Never talk from another room. Be sure to get the
person’s attention before you start speaking.
7. Speak in a normal fashion without shouting.
8. Be sure the light is not shining in the eyes of the
hard-of-hearing person.
9. If you haven’t been understood, find a different
way to say the same thing.
10. If you are a part of a group conversation and the
hearing-impaired person says “Huh?” resist the
temptation to speak for the speaker by repeating
what the speaker just said. Having two people
speak simultaneously repeating the speaker’s
message can come across as garbled mush!
Perhaps these little tips will help us help each other
to be heard even clearer!
Shared by Rev. Chuck Rassieur
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We plan to provide regular Newsletter articles
describing various aspects of the Reconciling
Movement, a number of Coffee Fellowship
Conversations, a couple of movies, an open
Suggestion Box, and perhaps a bible or book study
program lead by our pastor(s).
“5 minute info sessions” were held in the fall for
most of our church commissions/committees (Worship,
Education, Social Action, Administrative Council,
UMW, Choir, Finance, and Trustees). During these
sessions a number of questions were raised and we
hope that through planned activities and the
development of a FAQ (frequently asked questions)
sheet, a broad understanding of what it means to
become a Reconciling Congregation will develop.
On February 22 at 11:15 AM, we will hold our first
Coffee Fellowship Conversation in the form of a small
panel including Rev. Gary Oba and Jason Takagi,
Reconciling Ministries Network coordinator for our
Annual Conference. Jason is also Katie Tokushigi’s
cousin and Rev. Alpha Takagi’s grandson.
On March 20, “To Be Takei”, the full-length film of
George Takei’s life will be shown at the church at 7:30
PM. The film illustrates the tensions George
experienced throughout his life while living in the WW II
internment, staring in Star Trek, coming out as gay,
and celebrating his marriage to Brad Altman. All are
woven together in a well-crafted film. Jack Ong, a
long-time friend of George Takei, is asking George to
join us for this evening. (Fingers crossed and hoping.)
Other gatherings are being planned for on-going
learning and conversation. We encourage your
suggestions for helpful resources and conversation
topics. Watch for Reconciling activities throughout the
new year.
The Social Action Commission
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United Methodist Women
Women Learning, Growing, and Serving Others

Holiday Wish List

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2015!

By the time you read this, the holidays may be
over, but the need is still current. The Steering
Committee decided to publish the Holiday Wish List for
Step Up on Second, a home in Santa Monica for
individuals with mental health issues. They have
requested the following: Cold Wet Weather Gear
including coats, rain ponchos, umbrellas, socks, hats,
gloves. Back packs, blankets, sleeping bags, towels,
small note pads and pens, travel size toiletries, travel
thermos, toiletry size zippered travel bags and more.
If you wish to donate any of these articles, please let
the Steering Committee know.

The UMW is off to a good start! Our
Treasurer, Lois Tateishi, reports we have
received pledges from the following thirty
returning UMW members: Eiko Asahina,
Rev. Janet Cromwell, Jane Harada, Sadie
Hifumi, Stacy Hirose, Rose Honda, Kuni
Ishiwada, Keiko Iwamoto, Keiko Kano,
Kyoko Kawakita, Sharon Kinoshita-Gill, Diana Lock,
Michi Matsuda, Mari Mihara, Eleanor Nakano, Haru
Nakata, Aya Okada, Pamela Ryder, Aya Sase, Grace
Seto, Toshie Setoguchi, Keiko Takahashi, Yasuka
Takata, Lois Tateishi, Frances Uchida, Aki Yagi, Lina
Yamaguchi, Setsuko Yamashita, Kathi Yamazaki and
Kayoko Yano. We welcome five new members: Lisa
Asahina, Kumiko Inoue, Ricca Riley, Takako
Shigetomi and Yoko Yonezawa.
If you have not yet renewed your Pledge to
Missions or would like to join our fellowship, Lois will
gladly accept your $10.00 pledge, which goes directly
to the Conference UMW. We welcome women of all
ages (you do not have to be a member of WLA UMC)
to join us for another year of dedicated mission work,
fellowship, and fun.

Coming in February – Mission Project
Our first mission project of the year will be packing
layettes for newborn babies in Alaska and toiletry bags
for UCLA Wesley Foundation on Saturday, February
21, 9:30 AM. We will also collect individual food
packets for the Wesley Café. Toshie, Sadie and Lois
will prepare the luncheon so please RSVP.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Garden Getaway Women's Retreat
Saturday-Sunday, March 14-15
Are you looking for time away
from the busyness of life—time to
“stop and smell the roses,” as you
relax with friends, share laughter and
stories, and spend time with God?
Join us at our Garden Getaway retreat to experience
all this and more!
Garden Getaway is a relaxing garden-themed
retreat the women of our church are doing together. It
includes worship, Bible study, and time for laughter as
well as time for quiet reflection. And don’t worry - we
won’t make anyone pull weeds! This is a time to walk
with God, the Master Gardener.
We will begin on Saturday at 10:00 AM and will
finish by noon on Sunday. The retreat will be held at
Aldersgate Retreat Center and the cost is only $99 per
person before February 8! This covers three delicious
meals, fun and refreshing activities, all materials, and
comfortable lodging.
For more information, please see Cindy Morimoto,
or Rev. Janet Cromwell, or stop by the Retreat table at
the church on Sunday to learn more and register. You
can also find information on www.wlaumc.com.
Take time to relax, make new friends, worship,
and draw closer to God. We hope you will join us at
this Garden Getaway.

Report from UMW Steering Committee
For lack of a better term, the UMW Steering
Committee, aka Board, Think Tank, etc., met on
Sunday, December 14 to prepare for the coming year.
Serving on the Committee are Chairperson Rose
Honda, Secretary Toshie Setoguchi and Treasurer
Lois Tateishi. Also serving are Keiko Kano, liaison with
the Nichigo members; Michi Matsuda, liaison with 80+
members; Marlene Sakamoto, Sunshine Chair; Sadie
Hifumi, Newsletter; and Sharon Kinoshita-Gill. Rose is
seeking more young people to serve to add a younger
perspective to planning activities.
During the meeting, the issue of distribution of
Holiday Boutique proceeds ($9,000.00) was
discussed. Since responses from UMW members
indicating their preference for mission projects were so
few, it was decided that we would give our
membership more time to respond.

Please Save the Date! Holiday Luncheon
Our UMW Holiday Luncheon is scheduled for
Saturday, January 24. Unfortunately, as of this writing,
the place and time have not determined. Please watch
for the announcement in your email or by snail mail.
Don't miss this opportunity to join together in fun and
fellowship with your fellow UMW members and eat
good food!
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Special Offerings
Giving to God through our Tithes and Offerings

for your generous gifts!
Memorial Offerings
Special Offerings
If you would like a list of the Memorial Offerings,
please contact the Church Office.

If you would like a list of the Special Offerings including
Thanksgiving Offerings, please contact
the Church Office.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Altar Flowers dedicated in December
If you would like a list of the Altar Flower donations,
please contact the Church Office.
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Japanese Ministry
Praising and Serving God Together

「羊の年」

“HITSUJI-doshi” (Year of the Sheep)

新年明けましておめでとうございます。今年もよ
ろしくお願いします。

Akemashite Omedetoo Gozaimasu.
This year is “Hitsuji-doshi.” I remember writing
“nengajoo” (New Year greeting cards) to my friends
with cute sheep pictures in Japan. I liked drawing
sheep in a cute manga way more than other 11
animals (there are 12 animals).
At Church, I grew up hearing that we are the
sheep. Here is a little review of what sheep is like.
Sheep is timid, fearful, easily panicked, dumb, easily
influenced by a leader, get lost easily, constantly need
fresh water, fresh pasture, little discernment, obedient
but stubborn to insist on their own way, etc... It is not
that exciting to know that we are like sheep. But, in
reality, we are helpless sometimes. We learn that we
really need Jesus who is the good shepherd (John
10:11) to care and help us. We need the Lord in our life
who gives fresh living water and lead to the right path.
This year, we wish to walk each day, hearing the
voice of Jesus, our good shepherd.
May the Lord bless all of us, hitsuji.

2015 年は羊の年です。日本では、年賀状にかわ
いい羊の絵を書いて送っていた事を思い出します。
羊は、聖書にも登場する動物。どんな習性がある
のかご存知でしょうか。
羊は臆病。群れをはぐれた羊を捕まえようとする
と、不安と恐怖心で逃げてしまい捕まらない。羊
は迷いやすい。羊飼いに連れられて、毎日行き来
している道を自分一人では、行きも帰りも出来な
いで迷ってしまう。方向感覚の悪い動物で、羊飼
いがいないと大変になる。羊は従順な反面、頑固。
羊飼いに逆らって自分勝手に進み、群れから離れ
危険な所に行き、自滅する習性がある。やっぱり、
羊飼いが必要。羊は暑さに弱い動物。水を与えず
に夏の日に歩かせ過ぎると死んでしまう。羊に水
を与えるのは、羊飼いの大切な仕事。だから、羊
飼いが必要。

~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Nichigo’s January Calendar
Jan. 4

「わたしは良い牧者。良い牧者は羊のために命を
捨てます。わたしが来たのは、羊が命を得、また
それを豊かに持つためです。」（ヨハネ 10:11）
羊は私たちで、羊飼いはイエス様の事だと聖書で
は教えています。人は臆病で、迷いやすい。人生
の方向が分からなくなり、どうしようか迷ってし
まう。人は頑固な所がある。主に逆らい、自分勝
手に進んでしまう。危険な所に行き自滅する可能
性もある。又、人生の暑さに耐えられるように、
主から生ける水を与えてもらう必要がある。
人は皆、主が必要である。

Jan. 11
Jan. 18
Jan. 25
Jan. 30
Jan. 31

10:30 AM
12:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
7:30 PM
10:00 AM

New Year Joint Worship
All Church Potluck Lunch
Nichigo Worship Service
Small Group Prayer Time
Nichigo Worship Service
Bible Study
Nichigo Worship Service
Bible Study
Japanese Film Night
Nihongo Shinnen Reihai

~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Thanksgiving Dinner – Thank you!
This year’s Thanksgiving dinner was enjoyed by
about 30 guests. We all enjoyed the delicious food
including three big turkeys donated by Robert Bailey,
Shaun Toub (Toshio Takahashi’s customer), and
Frances Uchida. Also on the menu were a glazed ham,
traditional Thanksgiving side dishes, Japanese food,
Mexican soup, and an Indian dessert.
Rev. Gary Oba and Rev. Janet Cromwell greeted
guests. Rev. Becky Hirata lead the singing of
Christmas songs. Chefs were Rick & Lisa Suzuki,
Tomoko Bialock, and Toshio & Keiko Takahashi.
Thank you for your prayers and generous donation
supporting this ministry.
-- WLAUMC Nichigo

「わたしを離れては、あなたがたは何もすること
が出来ない。」（ヨハネ 15:5）主のみ言葉に心
を留めて、新しい年を歩みたいと思います。

平田
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~

Japanese Film Nights
Happy New “Sheep” Year! Japanese
Film Nights begin on Friday, January 30,
7:30 PM, featuring “DEAREST” /
“Anata-e,” directed by Yasuo Furuhata,
starring Ken Takakura, Yuko Tanaka… Join us!

West L.A. Connections
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Church office closed.

Church office closed.

7

8

9

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

Happy New Year!
May God bless you as
the new year begins!

4

5

6 Epiphany

10:30am Joint Worship Service
12:00pm All-Church Potluck
Luncheon
12:30 Social Action Commission

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

7:00pm Choir Practice

7:30-9pm Promise AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

11

12

13

14

15

1:00pm Women’s Bible Study

9:30am Outreach &
MemberCare Mtg.

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

6:00pm PATH Meal Service
6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class
11:00am Staff Meeting

7:00pm Choir Practice

7:30-9pm Promise AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

19 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

20

21

22

Church office closed.

8:30am Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast at Marie Callender’s

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
11:00am Library Opens
11:15am Women’s Retreat Mtg

18

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
11:00am Japanese Worship
1:00pm Admin Council Mtg
3:00pm 4th-8th Grade Retreat
begins

25

9:30am Worship in English
9:45am Sunday School & Youth
10:30am Fair Trade Sale
11:00am Japanese Worship
1:00pm Tritia Toyota
Presentation

King Jr’s Birthday Holiday

Friday

7;30 Finance Committee Mtg.

3

10
8 :30am Trustee’s Mtg
10:00am Ohana 2.0
2-6:00pm Private party

16

17
8:30am – 3:00pm Justin
Yamaguchi’s Eagle Scout Project
at WLAUMC

23

24
9:30am Worship Committee Mtg.
UMW Holiday Luncheon Outing

10:30am 4th-8th Grade Retreat
concludes

4:00pm Praise Band Practice

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
7:00pm Praise Band Practice

7:00pm Choir Practice

7:30-9pm Promise AA Mtg

7:30pm Bible Study

26

27

28

29

9:15am “Alive Now” Study
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

9:30am Prayer Meeting
10:30am Tai-Chi Class

1:00pm Women’s Bible Study

6:30-9:00pm Kelton AA Mtg
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7:00pm Choir Practice
7:30pm Altar Guild Mtg.

7:30-9pm Promise AA Mtg
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7:30pm Bible Study

30

31
10-11:30am Nihongo Adult Church
School

7:30pm Japanese Film
Night

January 2015

Celebrate the New Year!
Joint New Year Worship Service
and Potluck Luncheon
Sunday, January 4, 10:30 AM
Celebrate the new year at the combined English and Japanese language
worship service on January 4 at 10:30 AM. Together we will sing, pray, and listen
for God’s guidance as we begin the new year. This is a family worship for people of
all ages. Activity bags will be provided for young children and communion with
mochi will be served.
Following worship, we will continue the celebration with an All Church Potluck
Lunch in the Social Hall. Plan to sign up to bring your favorite dish to share with
others!
Start the new year in worship and fellowship with your church family! Everyone is welcome!

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com
310-479-1379

