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Saving Lives

Sunday Worship Services

Suicide is a topic you hear talked about a lot these days. The world was
saddened by the deaths by suicide of two celebrities, Kate Spade and
Anthony Bourdain, within three days of each other. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that since 1999, the suicide
rate in this country has risen by 30%. Dr. Anne Schuchat, principal deputy
director of the CDC, calls suicide a “public health problem.”
According to the CDC, the leading factors contributing to the rising
suicide rate are relationship problems (42%), some kind of crisis (29%),
substance abuse (28%), and physical health issues (22%).
The CDC has policy advice for ways to help:
 States can help ease unemployment and housing stress by
providing temporary help.
 Health care systems can offer treatment options by phone or
online where services are not widely available. (The local number
is 877-727-4747.)
 Schools can teach students skills to manage challenges such as
relationship and school problems.
 Communities can offer programs and events to increase a sense of
belonging among residents.
The church is well suited to help in the last area. The church increases
a sense of belonging among people by creating an environment where
people feel that they are known, supported, and accepted. We call this
“community.”
We create community because we believe God loves and knows us,
even the number of hairs on our head (Matthew 10: 29). When we create
community, we are proclaiming that God knows and cares for each one of
us. Therefore, we take time to know and care for one another.
Let’s make building relationships a priority in the church. Take the time
to get to know people, especially people you don’t know well. You will be
expressing God’s love for that person. By doing this, you may very well
save someone’s life.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Gary
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Our Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth—Building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching
out with compassion,
forgiveness and love. At West LA
UMC, building a community of
faith is what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
 The church’s 88th Anniversary Celebration on June 3.
 Grayson and Carolina Izumi, Lois Tateishi, Steve Seto, and Rev. Becky Hirata who have returned

from a mission trip in Japan.
 Graduating students as they move into life’s next steps.

We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the church for a list of prayer concerns.
We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the church for a list of prayer concerns.

Vacation Bible School Mission Project
This year, our Mission Project will be collecting food for pantries in our area. The congregation is invited to
bring donations on Sundays, July 8 and 15, prior to the beginning of VBS. Items that are especially helpful
include small boxes of cereal, easy mac&cheese, granola bars, trail mix (individual and large bags), fruit cups,
Nutella, peanut butter, graham crackers, snack crackers, tuna, canned chicken, nuts, and oatmeal, canned fruit
and vegetables. Let us share our abundance with people who are hungry or insecure about their next meal.
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9:30 AM Worship Services
In July & August

Bring your family and friends to
worship and fellowship on Sunday
mornings.

July 1
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Ruth 2:1-23
Kindness

July 22
9th Sunday after Pentecost
VBS Sunday
VBS Participants leading worship.
Special VBS Video

August 12
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
1 John 1:5-2:2, 1 John 4:1-6
God is light

July 8
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Ruth 3:1-18
Kindness Rewarded

July 29—One Worship 10:30
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Becky Hirata preaching.

August 19
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Matthew 6:19-34
Stewardship & Generosity

July 15
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Ruth 4:1-22
Restoration

August 5
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Mr. Stan Shimotsu preaching.
John 4:1-30
The Woman at the Well

Japanese Film Nights
Friday, July 27, 7:30 PM
Friday, August 31, 7:30 PM
July’s film is “Blackbelt(黒帯)” and
August’s film is “Alone Across the Pacific
(太平洋ひとりぼっち)”.
“Blackbelt” takes place in 1932 in
Japanese-occupied Manchuria, in which the
corrupt leaders of the Japanese army are
trying to take over all the Karate dojos for
their own benefit. The master from one of
these dojos located on the southernmost
Japanese island of Kyushu, dies before
passing on the black belt to his successor,
his three pupils.
Kenichi Horie in “Alone Across the
Pacific” is determined to challenge his
family, the law and the nature crossing the
Pacific to America in a small sailboat.
Despite his careful planning, many
unforeseen events will test his
determination.
The films are free and open to the
public. Everyone is welcome.

August 26
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Mark 10: 17-31
Stewardship & Generosity

Altar Flowers in June
In memory of Fran Ellis
Mike Ellis
In memory of Fumi Tsuruda
Gwen Nagata
In memory of Tatsumi Omori
Gregg Omori and Stacey Hirose
There are several
opportunities to donate flowers
for Sunday worship this
summer. If you wish to donate,
please sign up in the Social Hall
or contact the church at 310479-1379.
The church office can suggest
florists that are familiar with our
sanctuary and can deliver your
selected arrangement.
We give thanks to Carol and
the staff of Paul’s Unique
Creations for their superb
service as they now retire.
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United Methodist Women News
Preparations for the UMW Holiday Boutique are under way!
Saturday, November 10, 2018, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM
This year's event will include our Boutique of handcrafted items for sale, including unique
holiday gifts for all ages. There will be delicious baked goods and chirashi for sale, in addition to
a quilt raffle. The Country Store will be filled with donated new and like-new items.
UMW members have voted on the following three recipients to receive support from the
proceeds of the Holiday Boutique this year:
Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA 580 Café
Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith guides the ministry to university students, faculty and staff, with an
emphasis on serving many of the most vulnerable students, including those experiencing food
scarcity, homelessness, and documentation uncertainty.
Center for the Pacific Asian Family (CPAF)
CPAF was founded to help address domestic violence and sexual assault in the Asian and Pacific
Islander communities.
David and Margaret Youth and Family Services
David & Margaret empowers children, youth, and families through culturally diverse services that
foster emotional, educational, spiritual, and identity development.
The Gal-Fridays Circle are already busy working on craft projects and meet every third Friday of the
month. In August, the Martha/Mary Circle will be meeting to create beautiful silk scarves in the Social Hall.
Anyone interested in meeting with us to work on craft items is welcome or feel free to donate your own
handcrafted items.
If you have any questions about the Holiday Boutique, please contact Sonia Dixon, Midori Tashiro or
Pamela Ryder.

Scholarship News
West LA UMC Sawahata Scholarship recipient Jessica Kawamura
is doing a summer internship at Kobe Union Church with Rev.
Claudia Genung Yamamoto. Jessica is a seminarian at Candler
School of Theology in Atlanta and pursuing ordination to serve
Japanese American United Methodist Churches in the future. Rev.
Claudia is a United Methodist Missionary in Japan who is sponsored,
in part, by our congregation. We celebrate these two women in
their ministry together.

Pacific Theatre Productions Performance
Sunday, August 12, 12:15 PM - 1:15 PM
Pacific Theatre Productions will be performing traditional
Japanese song, dance and music in our church sanctuary. The
program will include culturally inspired shamisen and O-koto
performances. Please join us for this interesting event on
August 12th. Cost is $10 per adult (21+), and free for those 21
and under.
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88th Anniversary Celebration
A crowd of over 200 persons gathered at the church on June 3 to celebrate the 88th anniversary of
WLAUMC. During the worship service, Randy Sakamoto gave a slide presentation of the church's beginnings,
Rose Honda made a personal witness, and Bishop Grant Hagiya preached a sermon entitled "What's Your Next
Act(s)?" The Bell Choir started the service with an Introit and the WLA Irish Ensemble played the Offertory and
Postlude. Former pastors Rev. Gail Messner and District Superintendent Mark Nakagawa participated. After
the service, Alan Miyatake took a group photo, and the congregation entered the festively decorated social
hall for a catered lunch. It was quite a celebration!

WLA United Methodist Church Asian Cultural Festival
Saturday, September 22, 2018, 11:00 AM—4:30 PM
This year's event will include all of the Festival favorites including delicious Food, Live Entertainment, fun
Children's Crafts and Games, Plants, Produce, Silent Auction, Second Chance Store, and more! Our annual Asian
Cultural Festival also provides the opportunity to work together and to enjoy and share our hospitality and gifts
with our community!
It takes a village to have the most successful fundraiser event, so we hope you can join us in your support.
If you have any questions, please contact Sonia Dixon, Bob Bailey, Valerie Harada-Hayashi or Stan Shimotsu.

Silent Auction
Now is the time to gather items to donate to the Silent Auction to be held on September 22. We welcome
your donations of:
 collectibles, vintage items, art work, and antiques
 restaurant and retail gift cards
 vacation condo/resort accommodations
 professional services
 your special talents (hosting a gathering, cooking, baking, entertainment – be creative!)
 theater, concert, movie, and sporting event tickets
 amusement park tickets (Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm, etc.)
Please fill out a donation form and attach it to your donated item(s). Forms will be available in the Youth
Room and the church office after July 20.

Second Chance Store
The church also collects items for the Second Chance Store which are new or gently used items (unless they
are antique or vintage). We especially appreciate household items, toys, camping gear, and new clothing (with
tags). Please, no books, other than children’s books, will be accepted.
Items for the Silent Auction and Second Chance Store may be brought to the church and placed in the
Youth Room after July 20. Please contact Jane Harada, Kay Yang or Elaine Sunoo if you have any questions
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Manzanar Trip Reflections
By Mike and Carol Lau
Honolulu, HI, Bart Maeda’s cousins, Sumio Maeda’s niece

We want to thank everyone for making the
Manzanar trip such a spiritual and enlightening
experience. Your warmth and welcoming us to the
WLAUMC ohana was very much appreciated. We
enjoyed speaking to so many of you, including hearing
the personal stories about life in Manzanar (thanks
Rose, Grace, and Eleanor!).
We appreciated the extra time on Sunday to go
back to the Manzanar Interpretive Center and to have
lunch in the mess hall.
We already knew a lot about some of our relatives
who were interned. Carol’s cousin married Keith
Tanimura, son of Charlie Tanimura. Keith had told me
that his dad and his other uncles and aunts were
interned at Poston, AZ. Before the war, their family
had already established a small farm in Salinas, CA.
When the war broke out and they were forced to
relocate to the camps, their neighbors hid their tractor
and other farm equipment so it wouldn’t be
confiscated. So when the Tanimura family returned to
Salinas after being released from the relocation camps,
the neighbors returned all their equipment. I’m not
sure, but I thought I recall hearing from Keith that the
other farmers may have pooled their resources and
provided some land to the Tanimura family so that
they could restart their farms. But in any case, while
there was prejudice against the Japanese families, the
neighbors (all Caucasians) helped out the Tanimura
family. Today, Tanimura & Antle are one of the largest
farming conglomerates in the Salinas.
The park rangers were so informative and helpful.
Through their efforts, we were able to retrieve new
information on the Tanimuras, and a friend’s dad, that
we didn’t know.
The memories of the Manzanar trip will not be
forgotten anytime soon. We hope to see you again.
Aloha and Mahalo.
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By Elaine Sunoo
In l942, the evacuation and internment of 120,000
men, women, and children of Japanese ancestry residing
on the west coast of the United States, was the result of
calculated political action based on racism, economics,
and war hysteria.
A generation later, many continue to pray, hope, and
work diligently (through activism and education) to make
certain that history does not repeat itself. However, in
the past 1-1/2 years, hope and faith that this will never
happen again have been dangerously threatened.
My eyes were “wide open” upon arrival at the
Manzanar for our WLAUMC weekend trip. And my eyes
were further opened throughout the weekend… the
vision of God’s presence became crystal clear,
uncomplicated, overwhelming and brought me to tears
(behind my sunglasses!).
God’s presence appeared in Rose Honda and her
friend Hope Kelly as they both shared a heartwarming
story of Rose writing a letter from Manzanar to her
childhood friend back home. Over the years, they had
lost touch, but Hope kept Rose’s letter in a safe place.
After 75 years, Hope came across the letter and with
some assistance, she was able to contact Rose and have a
reunion with her! Maybe it was the historical nature of a
1942 letter from an incarcerated childhood friend that
encouraged Hope to look for Rose. . . or maybe it was
simply warm memories of a dear friend that was enough
to move her to search for Rose.
For 17 years, Manzanar’s Ranger Rose has learned
and internalized stories of the internees and she
compassionately shares these stories with Manzanar’s
visitors of all ages. Ranger Rose gives us hope.
Rev. Gary served gracefully and graciously as our
spiritual leader. His words (and actions) reminded us that
“...through God’s love and grace, the internees at
Manzanar were strengthened, their spirits renewed, and
their hope sustained.” God’s love, indeed, was a vision to
behold in Rev. Gary and all who attended our Sunday
morning worship.
We worshipped in this windswept, barren, yet,
beautiful site, surrounded by majestic mountains. The
irony was sometimes suffocating: Barbed wire and guard
towers, yet, remnants of ponds and rebuilt bridges of
once beautiful, calm gardens; they were incarcerated,
yet, there was a basketball court, a baseball diamond
where a 1000 fans would cheer for their “home” team;
and there had been classrooms for the children and social
dances with a jazz band for the young adults. God’s
presence was palpable.
On the ride home, my eyes were heavy – a bit tired
from the busy weekend and perhaps from too much heat
and sun, but my heart was full with renewed hope,
reassured that a loving God is present, always and
everywhere.

Habitat for Humanity
Culver City Build 2018
Please join us in building ten new houses on
Globe Street in Culver City, in partnership with The
Westside Coalition of Churches, and Habitat for
Humanity. Come to work with your friends and/or
family, perhaps make new friends and share the
Christian Fellowship of helping needy families obtain
their own dream house.
Foundations for 6 houses are laid – even though
not all 10 homes are yet funded to a minimal level,
full funding is to be accomplished soon, with God’s
help! We hope and expect to lay the last 4
foundations this summer. Anyone wishing to donate
to Habitat for Humanity for this specific Build, is
asked to contact Kay Yang, Ken Ho or Bob Bailey.
Meanwhile, work is started! WLAUMC has been
asked to sign up work volunteers for specific dates
identified for volunteer house building activity. Build
activity may include movement of materials,
painting, hammering, sawing, installing insulation
and the like. There will be jobs for all skills and all
levels. A typical workday starts at 8:00 AM, and lasts
until 3:00-3:30PM. Minimum age is 18 years old,
except for the Youth Day when it is 16 minimum.
A new “Re-Store” has been opened at La Brea
and Olympic, and they accept youth volunteers (14
and older), and are open 7 days per week. The ReStore sells excess building materials donated from
contractors and private building efforts, and uses the
funds to support Habitat for Humanity.
Our church has been asked to identify volunteers
to help build on six specific Saturdays in the next
twelve months. We will have 6-8 volunteer slots on
each of the six Saturdays. Bring your calendar and
sign up for dates when you can work. (We will also
sign up 1-2 substitutes in case of unavoidable
absences.) There is also one Wednesday for youth
volunteers and one Friday volunteer day. A link for
signing up on-line will be provided soon. You are
asked to go to this link before your first volunteer
day, and sign up on-line. If you cannot do this,
contact Bob Bailey.
Lunch will be provided each Saturday. Kay Yang
has volunteered to lead a lunch preparation team on
the day lunch duty is assigned to WLAUMC. Please
contact Kay if you can help prepare or transport
volunteer and staff lunches on that day.

Japan Mission Trip Reflections
This was my third and last mission trip to Japan. I
encourage anybody to participate in the mission
trips. I have received so much fulfillment in my heart
and blessings knowing my little part contributes to
helping others. Rev. Becky works hard in arranging
and planning each trip. You can tell it is an act of
love.
Lois Tateishi
Serving the Lord is an honor, privilege and
obligation as a Christian and especially as a Christian
missionary. Whether it be serving locally or abroad as
we did in Japan, our effort was both laborious and
most rewarding, I believe we planted the seed,
howbeit a very small seed the size of a mustard seed.
I am certain that our fruits of our labor will be
fertilized, nurtured, cultivated, and watered by the
next missionary servants in Japan.
The Bible tells us that the laborers are few, but
the harvest is plenty. Our mission work will continue
to grow as we look forward to our next harvest,
wherever the Lord leads us and guides us in His
mission field.
Thank you Jesus for granting us the opportunity
to serve you in Japan!
Grayson and Carolina Izumi

7

Memorial Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of
Memorial Offerings.

Special Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of
Special Offerings.

The Church Library
Open July 1 and August 5, 11:00 AM - Noon
Please visit us and enjoy our expanded Asian American
Experience. Over 100 books were donated by Stacey Hirose.
Hope to see you.
The Church Library also has a large collection of
children's books and videos, along with child-size chairs that
are perfect for reading.
Japanese language resources are also available.
Check out the Church Library!
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88th Church Anniversary
Celebration Offerings
Please contact the church for a list of
88th Anniversary Offerings.

JAPANESE MINISTRY
「日本宣教」
5月23日から6月1日、5名のチームで日本宣教に行ってきた。まず、大阪八尾にある桂中学に行き本・教材費
を寄贈した。ここは部落地区で識字率が低い。読み書きの力をつけさせないといけないが、図書本が足りない
のである。この献金により、将来の夢と希望を持ち勉学に励む学生が増えることを祈りたいと思う。神様は子
供達が大好きで、一人一人に素晴らしい人生を計画されていることを知ってほしいと思う。
それから、クラウディア山本宣教師のミニストリーを助けるため、神戸にある賀川博物館に行った。そこでは天
国屋カフェがあり、安価なランチがボランティアによって提供されている。ミニストリーとして英会話のクラスを
行っており、私達も参加した。
そして、栃木にあるARI農村指導者養成専門学校に行った。アジア、アフリカの農村リーダーになる逸材を育
てる学校である。学生の将来の夢は皆「国を発展させる。」と言う大きなもの。主が大きな夢を与えていると感
動！脱貧困。農と食を学ぶ姿勢は一生懸命で、有機食物がその根底にあることを皆知っていた。主の計画は
世界に届いている。それも“平安を与え。。将来と希望を与える”計画である。（エレミヤ29:11）主は素晴らし
い！

From May 23 to June 1, five of us went to Japan Mission Trip.
First, we visited Katsura Middle School in Yao-city, Osaka, to donate library book money. Because this
area is buraku (heavily populated with untouchable minorities), the school is trying very hard to
improve their students’ literacy level, but they lack books in the library!
In Kobe, we visited Missionary Rev. Claudia Genung Yamamoto to support her ministry. We helped
out her ESL class at Tengokuya café and had “oishii” lunch together in Kagawa Toyohiko museum.
In Tochigi, we went to ARI (Asian Rural Institute), a training center for Rural Leaders. About 30 leaders
from Asia, Africa participate in 9 months program to learn Japanese organic farming techniques,
community building, and leadership. When participants shared their vision to us, it blew my mind! “I
will go back to my country to change the village lives through agriculture!” All had big hopes and
dreams! I witnessed the Great God who inspires and motives these students. Then, Jeremiah 29:11
came to my heart. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” God is great!
平田

日本語部カレンダー

7/14 11:00シニアランチ

7/29 10:30日語礼拝

7/15 11:00 日語礼拝

8/5 11:00日語礼拝

7/1 11:00 日語礼拝

12:00フェローシップ

12:00フェローシップ
7/8 11:00 日語礼拝

7/22 11:00日語礼拝
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10

17

30

6:30 Kelton AA

29 Nichigo Band

10:30 English Worship
10:45 Sunday School
12:00 Church Picnic at
Cheviot Hills Park

6:30 Kelton AA

7:00 Choir

31

24

23

22 VBS Sunday

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship

8:30 Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast, Marie Callenders’s

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 VBS Set-up

16

15 Praise Band

10

7:30 Trustees Meeting

9

3

Tues

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:30 Okaeri Meeting
6:30 Kelton AA

8 Joyful Noise Sings

6:30 Kelton AA

2

1 Communion

9:30 English Worship
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:00 Church Library

Mon

Sun

Ju ly 2 0 1 8

7:00 Sawtelle
Japantown Meeting

10:30 Tai Chi

25

Vacation Bible School

18

7:30 Finance Meeting

10:30 Tai Chi
2:30 Kizuna Tour

11

4 Independence Day
Office Closed

Wed

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

26

19

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

12

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

5

Thurs

7:30 Japanese Movie
Night “Blackbelt”

27

28

21

9:00 Readiness 360
Meeting
11:00 Café Aloha

20

14
9:30 UMW Gal Friday
Circle Meeting
10:30 Staff Meeting

9:00 Tuff Shed and
Room 6 Annex Cleanout

7

Sat

13

6:00 VBS Youth Prep
Night

6

Fri

11

6

5

7:00 Choir
7:00 West District
Planning Meeting

7

Tues

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship

26 Rally Sunday

6:30 Kelton AA

27

6:30 Kelton AA

20

19

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship

6:30 Kelton AA

12:15 Japanese Dance
Production
3:00 WF Concert, Santa
Monica UMC

11:00 Japanese Worship

7:00 Choir

28

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

29

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

7:00 Choir

22

8:30 Fat Tuesday Men’s
Breakfast, Marie Callenders’s

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

30

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Newsletter Assembly

23

7:00 Worship
Committee Meeting

7:30 Japanese Movie
Night “Alone Across the
Pacific”

31

24

10:00 UMW Gal Friday
Circle Meeting

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

7:00 Sawtelle
Japantown Meeting

17

16

11:00 Staff Meeting

10

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Prayer Ministry
10:30 Tai Chi

9

3

Fri

15

9:30 Alive Now
10:30 Tai Chi

8

2

1
9:30 Prayer Ministry

Thurs

Wed

21

7:00 Choir

12 9:30 English Worship 13
14
9:45 Sunday School
September Newsletter
10:30 Fellowship Time
Article Due

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
10:30 Fellowship Time
11:00 Japanese Worship 6:30 Kelton AA
11:00 Church Library

Mon

Sun

A u gu s t

25

18

9:00 Administrative
Council Meeting

11

8:00 Habitat Build in
Culver City

4

Sat

Summer Celebration
Sunday, July 29
10:30 AM Combined Worship Service
In the Church Sanctuary
12:00 All Church Potluck Picnic
Cheviot Hills Park, Motor Avenue
Everyone is welcome to West LA UMC’s
Summer Celebration, beginning with one
worship service at 10:30 AM, followed by a
short trip to the annual All Church Potluck
Picnic.
Bring something to share at the lunch, and then enjoy the games, prizes, and
fellowship with your church family.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

July / August 2018
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

