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Preparing for Advent
The holy season of Advent is fast approaching and a group of
twenty-eight of us put our razor blades to paper in preparation. The
“Ad Hoc West LA Watanabe Stencil Team” cut large stencil banners to
decorate our sanctuary in preparation for the annual celebration of
Jesus’ birth.
The team included a broad range of people new to WLAUMC
like Egan Yu and Kristen Crabtree, mothers and daughters like Victoria
and Ally Yamashita, the young Natalie and Claire with mom Carolina
Izumi, and the venerable Rose Honda. Under the direction of artist
Rev. Gary Barbaree and inspired by the work of minge artist Sadao
Watanabe, five 4’x5’ Advent Banners were traced and cut during one
afternoon in the Learning Center.
Similar banners were created by Rev. Barbaree a number of
years ago at Aldersgate in Palo Alto, our sister Japanese American
UMC. Throughout Advent, our congregation will enjoy seeing these
new beautiful banners in
the church sanctuary.
Cooke Sunoo
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Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth, building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching out
with compassion, forgiveness
and love. At West LA UMC,
building a community of faith is
what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We offer prayers for:
 Please contact the church for a list of prayers of joy and concern.

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, December 24
7:30 PM, Sanctuary
In the midst of the holiday rush, take a moment
to pause, reflect, and remember the true reason
for the season. Join us on Christmas Eve at 7:30
PM as we praise God through scripture and
traditional carols. Invite your family and friends
to come.
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All Church Charge Conference

9:30 AM Worship
Services in December

Saturday, December 1, 2:00 PM, Sanctuary
On the first Saturday of December, our All
Church Charge Conference of 2018 will be held.
This is an opportunity to hear reports of this past
year’s ministries and plans for the coming year.
District Superintendent, Rev. Mark Nakagawa, will
lead the meeting. All are welcome to attend.

Bring your family and friends
to worship and fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
December 2
1st Sunday of Advent
Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4;
3:[3b-6]17-19
Faith as a Way of Life.
December 9
2nd Sunday of Advent
Bell Choir
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Esther 4:1-17
Esther’s bravery.
December 16
3rd Sunday of Advent
Family Christmas Program
Light to the Nations.

December 23
4th Sunday of Advent
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Matthew 1:18-25
Jesus as Immanuel.
December 30
1st Sunday after Christmas Day

Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Luke 2:1-14, [15-20]
Birth of Jesus.

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary
Poinsettia orders have begun and will end on
Sunday, December 16. Order forms are available
in the Social Hall. The plants will be arranged in
the Sanctuary for the Christmas Sunday on
December 23, and Christmas Eve on Monday,
December 24 at 7:30 PM.
Order poinsettias in honor or in memory of
loved ones as we prepare our sanctuary for the
glorious Christmas worship services.

Family Christmas Program
Sunday, December 16, 9:30 AM
We celebrate the birth of Jesus in many ways, including the retelling
of the Christmas Story through drama and music. Rehearsals for this
year’s Family Christmas Program will be held during Sunday School
beginning November 25. An additional rehearsal will take place on
December 9 at 12:00 Noon.
God’s grace abounds when children and youth work together to
share this story with the congregation.
Please contact Rev. Janet Cromwell or Ms. Sharon Kinoshita-Gill if
you have any questions or would like to lend a hand.

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, December 24, 7:30 PM
One service will be held on Christmas Eve at 7:30 PM
in the sanctuary. Be blessed through traditional hymns,
choral music, and scripture readings describing the birth
of Jesus Christ on that special night so long ago.
Everyone is welcome. Refreshments will be served
after worship. Bakers are invited to bring a plate of your
favorite homemade cookies to share with others.
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UMW Holiday Boutique and
Country Store Report
The 2018 Holiday Boutique was a wonderful
success with the help of our United Methodist
Women (UMW) members who planned, crafted,
cooked, organized, priced, baked, displayed, provided
sales, set up and cleaned up for months in advance
and on the big day! We were blessed by many
friends, family and helping hands who supported us
with beautiful hand-crafted items and donations,
generous peoplepower and support.
There were so many great bargains at the
Country Store that included holiday items, jewelry,
houseware, glassware, small appliances, Asian
themed collectibles and King Kong stuffed animals!
Thanks to everyone who donated their new and
gently used items as the Learning Center was filled
with amazing deals!
Our Bake Sale was sweetened by the generosity
of our talented bakers who brought mochi, cookies,
cakes, candies, and more! The Holiday Boutique
featured delicious Chirashi prepared by our UMW
Nichigo group as well as homemade Takuan that
made Nicky do the takuan happy dance. There was
also an Opportunity Ticket Drawing, featuring a
beautiful Quilt. Millie Endo was our lucky winner!
Special thanks and appreciation to our subcommittee chairs!
Country Store Rose Honda, Elaine Sunoo,
Steve Seto
Bake Sale
Kathy Orebaugh, Eleanor Nakano
Chirashi
Keiko Takahashi
Takuan
Sadie Hifumi
Quilt Drawing Lois Tateishi, Grace Seto
We also appreciated everyone who came to shop
at our Holiday Boutique, Country Store and Bake Sale
on November 10. We will be able to support this
year’s designated ministries: UCLA Wesley
Foundation 580 Café, David and Margaret Youth and
Family Services, and the Center for the Pacific Asian
Family.
All proceeds of this biennial event benefit
organizations that support women, young adults,
youth and children. You will have ONE more chance
to support these worthwhile ministries AND take
home great holiday merchandise, colorful scrubbies,
Japanese themed gifts, beautiful scarves, reasonably
priced jewelry, hand-crafted stuffed animals, mittens,
and quilts, and the list goes on!
SAVE the DATE of Sunday, December 2, for the
Post-Sale, starting after worship services at 10:30 AM
in the Social Hall.
United Methodist Women of WLAUMC

Country Store Thanks
Thank you to all our church members and friends
who donated your personal treasures. We were
overwhelmed with the quality and quantity of
beautiful goods which delighted all who shopped, and
resulted in our largest sale to date! Christmas decor
and themed items, Japanese housewares, boxed gifts
and jewelry sold particularly well.
Steve Seto
Country Store Co-coordinator
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Habitat for Humanity Party
Showing off what we have accomplished so far
December 1, 3:30-5:30PM
The Westside Church Alliance is hosting a
Celebration on Saturday, December 1, 3:30-5:30 PM,
at the Culver City Presbyterian Church across Globe
Ave. from the Culver City Build site. We invite all
WLAUMC members and other donors to attend in
order to see our progress and witness what we have
built so far. As a church, we have been working on
this project for several years, and many have helped
with funding and hands-on construction. We want
you to be proud and see what we can and have
accomplished together so far.
The celebration will include talks, refreshments,
tours through the construction site, a house-building
craft, and a chance to meet the Mulvihills, who will
be living in the home we are building. In addition we
will have construction slide shows, a display of the
tile Tree of Life Diorama, and fund-raising status
information. A representative will be there to answer
questions about this project and the Habitat for
Humanity program, nationwide and LA Local. Did I
mention the refreshments?
Reservations are not required. Please come and
see what is possible when caring people unite to
work on some of societies' problems.
Bob Bailey, Habitat Leader

Stewardship Campaign
to begin in December
The Stewardship Campaign invites members and
friends to make a financial pledge to support the
church’s many ministries in the coming year.
The annual budget is comprised of funding for
programs, mission projects, operating expenses,
maintenance of church property, support for the
wider mission of The UMC, and salaries for pastors
and staff. This includes everything from Sunday
School curriculum, to coffee cups during refreshment
time, to music for the choir, to outreach efforts to our
local community and around the world.
The pledge goal for 2019 is $393,700, which is the
same as this past year. Your pledge provides a
predictable source of financial support for the
church’s total budget of $523,600.
West LA UMC will host the Stewardship Campaign
during the month of December. When you receive
your Steward Letter in the mail, please participate
generously. Your contribution will enable our
congregation to continue to grow, serve others, and
touch lives with God’s grace and love throughout the
coming year.
In gratitude for your support,
The Stewardship Committee

Library Acknowledgments
Thanks to Scott Nakatari, Eric Setoguchi, Harriet
Woo and Ally Yamashita for their donations to the
library. A special thanks to Harriet Woo for helping
to get book covers and her many book donations.
Eric Setoguchi donated a large collection of English
translations of fiction by several well-known Japanese
authors. Scott donated a DVD of For the Sake of the
Children. Ally Yamashita donated two copies of her
book ATOMETTES, her Girls Scout project. It is a
children book about the Atomettes which was an
active part of our church.
Thanks to Kathy Orebaugh for displaying library
books in the Social Hall the last Sunday of the month.
She is planning to display books as a sampling of
what the Library has to offer. Take time to visit us,
look, and check out books on the first Sunday of
December and the second Sunday of January.
Jean Dote, Library Committee
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Blue Christmas Gathering
Sunday, December 16, 4:00 PM—5:00 PM
Are you feeling more weary than cheerful this
season while navigating the loss of a loved one, a life
transition, illness or other challenges? You are not
alone.
Join us for a quiet laity-led gathering of music,
prayer and fellowship as we invite God's loving light
and grace to sustain us through the season and in the
coming year. We invite you to bring friends beyond
the church who may be having a "Blue" holiday
season. For more information, please contact Jeri
Okamoto-Tanaka or Pamela Ryder, who will be leading
this gathering.

Students For Students

Reconciling Congregation Outreach
"Lean on Me" -- Storytelling & Chancel Choir at Okaeri

Led by Ashley Ramsey and accompanied by
Thomas Gaff, choir members Bob Bailey, Ken Ho,
Mark Holmes, Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka, Pam Ryder, Stan
Shimotsu, Rich Yang, and Kristen Crabtree Yu sang
"We Shall Overcome/Lean on Me" at the closing
ceremony of Okaeri 2018, the intergenerational
gathering of 250+ Nikkei LGBTQ individuals and allies
held at the Japanese American National Museum on
November 16-17. As Marsha Aizumi and Okaeri's CoChairs shared in their note of appreciation: "Having a
reconciling church sing to a room full of individuals
who may have been rejected by their church, like so
many from the LGBTQ community, brings healing and
hope for those who may one day return to the faith
community for spirituality and comfort."
Jeri also led a story writing workshop,
featuring Guy Cheney and John Peng, as a follow-up
to the October 7th event held at our church. Several
others with connections to West LA UMC attended
this uplifting conference.
Our partnerships go back a decade when
Okaeri/API Equality Faith representative Alex Fukui
reached out to WLA in the midst of anti-LGBTQ Prop
8 rhetoric. In 2014, through our Social Action
Commission, Okaeri founder Marsha Aizumi and her
transgender son Aiden engaged WLA hearts with
their story. In 2017, Okaeri's Gary Hayashi and the
Gay Men's Chorus of Los Angeles harmonized with
our choir to mark our first Reconciling anniversary.
God paved this Way Forward at West LA
UMC with patience, love, and camaraderie. This vital
ministry continues -- together in Christ! "
O sing to the Lord a new song, for God has
done marvelous things...." Psalm 98:1
Jeri Okamoto-Tanaka
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Once again, our congregation will help college
students at S4S (formerly Bruin Shelter). This is a
unique place that houses 10 students who are
homeless or are emerging from homelessness.
The Missions Committee is requesting gift cards in
$10 amounts from Trader Joe's, Ralph's, Target,
Rubio's or Panda Express. Please give your gift cards
to Ken Ho by December 16 so that they may be
distributed to students before Christmas.
Your gifts provide a safety net for students so they
face fewer difficult choices between eating or buying
books and school supplies. Blessings for being a
blessing to others!
Ken Ho, Missions Committee

Women’s Retreat

March 30-31, 2019, Aldersgate Retreat Center
This year’s theme, “Garden Path: Prayer and
Mindfulness,” will provide a peaceful environment to
learn and experience a variety of ways to pray and be
mindful to God’s guidance.
Registration begins in January. All women are
invited to participate. Contact Cindy Morimoto or
Rev. Janet Cromwell for more information.

Safe Gatherings Update
In January 2016, our church enrolled in the Safe
Gatherings program that provides online training,
background checks, and certification for leaders
working with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
At that time, 56 church leaders and three pastors
completed the training and certification process.
Over the course of 2019, a number of persons will
need to renew their certification by going through the
training and background checks again. This time, only
persons who have direct supervisory roles will need to
be re-certified.
A list of persons who will require re-certification
will be emailed to those previously enrolled. If your
name does not appear on the list, please do not reenroll as each certification costs the church $45.
Thank you for your help in protecting our children,
youth, and vulnerable adults from harm.
Sharon Kinoshita-Gill, Sunday School Superintendent
Rev. Janet Cromwell, Gatherings Administrator

Ornament Making
On November 25, children, youth, and adults created
ornaments for the Sanctuary Christmas Tree.

Memorial Offerings
Please contact the church office for a list of Memorial
Offerings given in the past month.

Special Offerings
Please contact the church office for a list of Special
Offerings given in the past month.

Altar Flowers in November
In memory of Tamiko
Joli Kishi, Laurel Kishi and Sara Kishi Wolf
In memory of Saikichi and Shizue Nakano
Otto and Eleanor Nakano
In memory of parents, Hugh and Oneta and
James and Ailleen
Carla and Bob Bailey
♥ There are opportunities to donate flowers for
Sunday worship in December and January You
may sign up in the Social Hall or contact the
church at 310-479-1379.

7

JAPANESE MINISTRY
「2018年の恵み」
2018年も終わりである。今年も色々な恵みを感謝したい。教会88周年、サマーミッション、シニアランチ10
周年など尽きない恵みである。
そして、私が今年学んだなと思う事は「犬」についてである。今年は戌年だから、「犬について少しでも勉強
しよう」と1月に決めた。色々な犬の動画を見て、そのうちに猫の動画も見るようになった。時間がある時に
2-3分見るだけなのに、私に感動を与える話しが多かった。主は忠実で人と友だちになる可愛い犬を造ら
れた。犬と猫がこんなに可愛い。。。と新発見！愛情を必要とする犬猫を見て学ぶ事が多かった。
2019年は88周年記念女性会Mission Tripに行く。1869年、米国メソジスト聖公会教団女性会海外伝道協会
がスタート。1874年から女性宣教師を日本へ派遣した。23歳のDora先生が現青山学院を始めたり、多くの
女性宣教師が日本に主の愛を注いだ。144年の主の恵みを覚え感謝するMission Tripを4月に予定してい
る。
クリスマスは主の愛を覚える。私達の罪を贖うために父なる神様から送られた主イエス・キリストの誕生を
感謝したい。私達を可愛がってくださる主の愛情に包まれて、クリスマスの季節を過ごす時を祈りたいと思
う。
This year is almost over. Looking back in January, I told myself to learn about dogs. I watched short YouTube
dog stories and was very moved by many stories. I did not know how cute and loving dogs were!
Also, this year was very special for WLA church. We celebrated Beiju (88th) anniversary. This is only by
God’s grace that we are able to worship together for 88 years. Remembering God’s goodness, we are
planning J-mission trip focusing on 144 years of UMW work & legacy in Japan. In 1869, UMW started and in
just five years, Ms. Dora started Aoyama Gakuin in Tokyo. Many women missionaries poured their love to
Japan for Christ. Without their love rooted in Jesus, Japan would
not be the same. We plan to visit women missionaries housing
sites and schools. I pray that we will remember God’s goodness
for 144 years of UMW mission journey.
May the Lord embrace us with God’s love during this Christmas
season.
平田

日本語部カレンダー

12月16日（日）11時礼拝
12時聖書勉強
12月1日（土）4時半市民クリスマス
12月23日（日）11時クリスマス礼拝
(フェイス教会)
12時クリスマス愛餐会
12月2日（日）11時礼拝
12時賛美練習
12月9日（日）11時礼拝
12時聖書勉強
12月24日（月）7時半イブ礼拝
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12月30日（日）11時年末礼拝
12時協議会

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
12:00 Nichigo Party

30 Praise Band

Office Closed

31 New Year’s Eve

7:30 Christmas Eve
Worship
8:30 Fellowship

Office Closed

Happy New
Year!

1 New Year’s Day

Office Closed

Jesus is born!

25 Christmas Day

24 Christmas Eve

23

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
12:00 Nichigo Xmas
Potluck

7:00 Choir

18

6:30 Kelton AA

Last day to order
Poinsettias

17

7:00 Choir

11

7:00 Choir

4

Tues

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:15 Advent Study
4:00 Blue Christmas

16 Family Christmas
Program

December Newsletter
articles are due today

9:30 English Worship
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:30 Advent Study
12:00 Xmas Program
Rehearsal

6:30 Kelton AA
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6:30 Kelton AA

3

2 Communion

9:30 English Worship
10:30 UMW Post-Sale
11:00 Bell Rehearsal
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:00 Library Open
11:30 Advent Study
2:00 Craft Group

Mon

Sun

27 Office Closed

9:30 Newsletter
Assembly
10:30 Tai Chi

28 Office Closed

21

11:00 Staff Meeting

14

7

Fri

29 Office Closed

9:30 Altar Guild Set-up

22

9:30 Chinese Dance Grp

15

11:00 UMW Luncheon
4:00 Nichigo Band
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4:00 Nichigo Band

2:00 2019 Charge Conference

1:00 SPRC Meeting

1 8:00 Habitat Build/ 3:30 Party

Sat

One Worship Service will be held on January 6, 2019, at 10:30 AM, followed by an
All Church Potluck. Celebrate the New Year with your church family.

26 Office Closed

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

20

10:30 Tai Chi

19

13

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

10:30 Tai Chi

9:30 Alive Now Study
10:30 Tai Chi

12

6

Thurs

5

Wed

December 2018
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Celebrate the Season

The Advent is the perfect time to gather with your church family and friends as we anticipate
the birth of Jesus, the Christ. This year, you are invited to delve deeper in the Christmas story in
several ways. During worship, you’ll find new hand-cut paper banners to enhance your
understanding of the events surrounding Jesus’ birth.
You may pick up an Advent Calendar or devotional book to guide your daily scripture reading
and prayer. You’ll find lots of resources at the church.
Kathy Orebaugh is offering a new “Creation Bible Study” on December 2 that combines
scripture, crafting, and fellowship. Jeri Okamoto Tanaka and Pamela Ryder are hosting a “Blue
Christmas” gathering on December 16 for persons who may be feeling a bit “blue” this holiday
season.
The weekly lighting of the Advent Wreath, December 9 Bell Choir music, December 16 Family
Christmas Program, and December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Service, will renew our faith and
focus on the real reason for the season. Come and be a part of God’s unfolding, grace-filled story.

West LA United Methodist Church
1913 Purdue Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025
wlaumc.com (310) 479-1379

You can also view this newsletter online at
www. wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

December 2018
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

