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Sunday Worship Services

A Proposal for a New Mission Statement
Growing More Christlike Together.
That’s the new mission statement proposed by our Readiness 360
team. The Readiness 360 team is the church’s visioning group that
recently completed an 18-month conference-led training program to
learn about church renewal in the 21st century.
Growing More Christlike Together.
As part of the training, the Readiness 360 team conducted a
congregational survey to assess how the church is faring in four key
areas: dynamic relationships, spiritual intensity, missional alignment,
and cultural openness. These areas represent the rich soil that will lead
to healthy congregational growth. The survey showed that the area in
most need of cultivation is missional alignment.
Missional alignment simply means making the main thing the main
thing. It assumes the congregation knows its primary purpose, and that
the church’s leaders are committed to ensuring that all of the church’s
activities, ministries, and resources are directed towards this end.
Currently WLAUMC has a beautiful mission statement (see the
bottom right corner of the newsletter) that was carefully discussed,
crafted, and presented in 2005. The question the Readiness 360 team
discussed was, “Is there a shorter, more concise, and memorable way
to express the previous statement and include what we have learned
about dynamic relationships, spiritual intensity, and cultural openness?”
After much prayerful consideration, the team is proposing a new
mission statement:
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Growing More Christlike Together.
You’ll be hearing more about the proposed new mission statement
in the days and weeks ahead. Missional alignment means getting
everyone on the same page. Your interest and comments will be most
welcome.
Growing with you,

Rev. Gary

Mission Statement
Our Mission is to promote
spiritual growth, building a
community of faith and making
disciples of Christ by reaching out
with compassion, forgiveness
and love. At West LA UMC,
building a community of faith is
what we are about.

Prayers for Members, Friends, and the World
We rejoice and give God thanks for:
 Birth of Sebastian Tatsuo Tineo on May 22 to proud parents Lauren and Victor Tineo, and

grandmother Diane Yamagata.
 Persons who were baptized, confirmed, and joined the church on June 9. (See Page 5)
 Our church’s many graduates and four scholarship recipients. (See Page 3)
 Rev. Dr. Ken Walden, President of Gammon Seminary, who preached on June 16.
 Rev. Richard Kuyama who completed the Camino de Santiago spiritual journey in Spain.
 Jessica Kawamura who graduated with her M.Div. and is appointed to Wahiawa UMC in Hawaii.
 Memorial Day Weekend as we remember all those who died while serving in the United States
Armed Forces.
We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
We pray for those seeking healing and comfort:
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to receive a full list of prayer concerns.
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9:30 AM Worship
Services in
July and August
~~~~~~~~~~
July 7—One Worship 10:30
4th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Matthew 13:47-52
Followed by All Church Picnic

July 14
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Nozomi Uchida speaking
about her experiences on Japan
Young Adult Mission Trip.

July 21
8th Sunday after Pentecost
VBS Sunday
VBS Participants leading worship.
All Systems… God!

August 11
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Matthew 5:33-37
On oaths

July 28
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Praise Band
Stanley Shimotsu preaching.
Admin Council Chair.
Growing More Christlike Together

August 18
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Deut 5:12-15; Matthew 11:28-30
Series on Sabbath

August 4
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
Rev. Richard Kuyama preaching.
WLAUMC Pastor Emeritus
for visitation.

August 25
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Praise Band
Rev. Gary Oba preaching.
Genesis 2:1-3; John 15:9-15
Series on Sabbath

Scholarship Committee Report
The WLAUMC Scholarship Committee selected the
following students for scholarship awards:
Shikata Family Scholarship was awarded to Brandon
Yamaguchi. Brandon graduated from Hamilton High School
in Chandler, AZ and will attend Arizona State University this
fall to major in Communications. Although Brandon is now
living in Arizona, he has been a very active member of our
youth group for many years, and still is, whenever he is in the L.A. area. His school activities included athletics
(basketball) and community service, and he recently became an Eagle Scout.
Sawahata Scholarship was awarded to three students this year:
Joshua Park is a graduate of Loyola High School and will attend Boston University to major in Finance,
with a goal to become a sports agent. He has been very active in our church summer activities, especially VBS.
He has participated in high school activities, was editor of his school yearbook, and Junior Ground Crew/Big
Brother program. He is an Eagle Scout and has also been involved in HSPT tutoring program.
Karissa Maeda graduated from University High School in Irvine, California and will attend Baylor
University in Texas to major in Nutritional Sciences. She has been active in our youth program and a leader in
our worship services. She gave a workshop on Nutrition/Health at our church. She has numerous school and
community activities, including involvement in National Charity League, Meals on Wheels and Lupus Advocacy.
Grace Hirai graduated from Culver City High School and will attend UCLA to major in Cognitive Sciences
and English. She has been active in our youth group and has participated in our worship services. Her school
activities include orchestra, book club and is an academic mentor. Her community activities include Traditional
Japanese Dance, AYSO as both player and referee, and tutoring and volunteer at a pre-school.
Congratulations to all of our recipients and their families. We are blessed in our church to have such fine
young men and women who contribute so much to making our church and youth ministry such a vibrant and
meaningful place to worship. Scholarship Committee Members: David Cook, Michael Dote, Kim Sase, David
Shikata, Rev. Janet Cromwell, Yoshio Setoguchi (Chair).
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Habitat for Humanity
Culver City Build
On Saturday, June 1 “The Incredible Seven” formed
up to skirmish against the forces of Homelessness
(Siding and Rocky Lawns Subdivisions). We
reconnoitered at the Culver City Habitat for Humanity
site at 8:30AM, and proceeded to bust our picks, and
nailed siding like there was no tomorrow. You would
have been proud of us.
Actually you should be proud of us because we were
working under your authority, as members of the West
Side Coalition of Churches, building new affordable
homes. Many of your dollars have gone into materials
for this home-building effort. We thank you for your support!
The Incredible Seven Team included; Mark “Take no Prisoners” Holmes, Helen “Take no Guff” Chang, Jared
“The Biig Maan” Aoki, Robert “Slave Driver” Bailey, Sharon “Piece’a Cake” Gill, Ashley “With a Song in My
Heart” Ramsey, and last but not least You “The WLAUMC” community!
Unfortunately we did not finish the whole 10-home build, but rest assured that on July 13 and August 10,
there will be opportunities to gather and to continue God’s work, and we hope to see some of you there! Sign
up with Bob Bailey or Ken Ho.

HIKING CLUB: Lessons Learned
A new hiking group is forming at WLAUMC. Here’s a
report from their recent outing.
 Oak trees and wildflowers are alive and well in the Santa
Monica Mountains!
 Even with good directions, trailheads can be hard to find.
 Parking in a turnout alongside the road isn’t the safest
thing to do.
 Trails must be diligently maintained throughout the year.
(Thanks Bob)
 Coral snakes are not to be feared, though their
unexpected presence might startle you.
 Rattlesnakes are more likely to strike the second hiker
after being disturbed by the first passerby.
 Poison Ivy does not grow in California, but Poison Oak
sure does. Think itchy, red rash.
 Creek boulders are fun to sit on at snack time but are not
necessarily comfortable or easily accessible.
 Given a sturdy rope, Kathy just might repel down a small
ravine.
 A large pipe under a roadway leads to…the other side of
the roadway!
 Praying before a hike is an excellent idea.
 A good time is always shared by all!
Please contact Cindy or Dale Morimoto, Bob Bailey, Mark
Holmes, or Kathy Orebaugh if you would like to participate
in future hikes.
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Creation Bible Study
Sunday, August 4, 2:00 PM
Kathy Orebaugh leads this innovative Bible
Study that includes fellowship time, scripture
study and reflection, and a creative art project
related to the day’s theme.
New participants are always welcome. An
RSVP to Kathy is appreciated so that enough
work stations and supplies are available.

Baptism, Confirmation, and Membership— Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019
Brady Nobo Barata Brady
was born on June 24,
2018 to Dane Barata, Kim
Tominaga,
and
big
brother, Jake Barata. He
is the fifth generation of
WLAUMC
members
including two great-great
grandmothers,
Taka
Ushio & Ichi Ikuta; greatgrandparents: Rose & Nobo Ikuta, and Hazel & Henry
Tominaga; grandparents Elaine & Jerry Tominaga.
This church is an important part of Brady’s family
history and we are so proud and grateful to have him
join his family in becoming a new member of this
special church.
Eve Mika Hirai is an 8th grader
at Culver City Middle School.
Next fall, she will attend Culver
City High School. Her hobbies
include soccer, theater, music
(violin, piano, singing, ukulele)
cross country, track, dance,
and travelling. At WLAUMC,
she has participated in Sunday
School, reading scripture, the Christmas Program,
volunteering at the Halloween Party, Thanksgiving
Dinner, and PATH. Eve’s favorite Bible story is the
healing of the woman with the flow of blood, simply
by her touching Jesus’ robe.
Kristen Crabtree Yu was both
in Visalia, CA. She moved to
Los Angeles over 10 years ago
and works in entertainment
marketing.
She has been
active
in church since
childhood as a “P.K.” –
Preacher’s Kid. She enjoys
traveling, trying new restaurants and bringing people
together.
Egan Fai Yu was born in New York. He is an
insurance broker and consultant for California
Charter Schools. He enjoys playing basketball, video
games, and watching sports. He looks forward to
being a part of an active and growing church family in
his Los Angeles community. Together, Egan and
Kristen are leading a new weekly Bible Study at their
home for church members.

Carol Kawata was born
in Fort Smith, Arkansas.
She received her B.A. at
Stanford and M.D. at
Columbia University in
New York. She is a
retired pediatrician who
practiced in the South
Bay Area.
Carol’s
hobbies are reading,
golf, and listening to music. She looks forward to
being a part of this welcoming congregation so that
she may grow in her faith and hopefully contribute to
the spiritual life of this church community.
Jon Kobashigawa was born in Honolulu, Hawaii. He
received his B.S. at Stanford and M.D. at Mt. Sinai
School of Medicine. He is a cardiologist at Cedars
Sinai Medical Center. Jon’s hobbies are fishing, golf,
and following the Dodgers. He is joining this
congregation so that, through worship, he can better
understand God’s work in his life. He writes, “This
warm and friendly church is a place where I can learn
and grow.”
Nancy
Katharine
Makoul
Timmons was born in Waco,
Texas. Her grandfather, Bishop
William C. Martin, organized
her adoption and she was
brought to LA where she was
raised
in
a
Methodist
household. After finding her
birth family three years ago,
Nancy felt an urge to return to church. Thinking she
knew all of the Methodist churches in West LA, she
did one last Google search and found West LA UMC.
Instantly, she felt that this was a warm and
welcoming congregation, and found opportunities to
become involved. Nancy currently works at a United
Methodist Church after working at UCLA for 25 years.
She enjoys reading, playing with her dog, dining out,
and staying involved with music. She writes, “I am
excited and feel blessed that I have found West LA
UMC where I can continue my faith journey.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please greet and welcome all of
our new members!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Camp Colby Weekend Presentation
Sunday, July 21, 11:15 AM
DID YOU KNOW…. That camp and retreat center settings provide for unique opportunities for us to GROW
MORE CHRISTLIKE TOGETHER?
Outdoor experiences allow us to see God’s creation and connect with God in places without the many
distractions of our everyday metropolitan lifestyles. The quiet of the mountains; the soothing sounds of a creek
outside your window; the unprecedented morning sunrises and evening sunsets; and most of all, growing in
fellowship with others.
The Cal-Pac Annual Conference owns and operates Camp Colby Ranch in the San Gabriel Mountains,
between Altadena and Palmdale, just under 90 minutes away from our church. It was acquired by the
Methodist Church in the 1940’s and grew to a 200 person retreat facility. It incorporated additional facilities
and activity areas over the years, bringing some luxury comforts of home to the remoteness of the San Gabriel
Mountains. In 2009, the Station Fire burned the landscape around Camp Colby Ranch and some of the camp
buildings were destroyed. The camp re-opened in 2013 with many upgrades. Today, Camp Colby Ranch
provides well-furnished facilities, as well as rustic cabins, for use by organizations for retreats and helps with
program/retreat planning and development.
In June 2019, the Administrative Council approved a service project to support Camp Colby Ranch and their
ministries. We have a two day (one night) Service Project Retreat planned for the weekend of October 12-13.
We envision this project to revolve around post-summer season maintenance of the facilities, such as painting,
light gardening work and patching holes. We are also planning some fellowship activities and a worship service.
The camp has agreed to provide housing at no cost and only $40/person for four meals. We are hoping to get a
group of 30 people to join in the weekend service project.
Broghan Hunt, the Director of Camp Colby Ranch, will be at WLAUMC on July 21, at 11:15 AM, to provide a
short presentation about Camp Colby Ranch and the proposed “Work-a-Treat” in October. Please join us to
learn more about the camp programs and how we can contribute to the Cal-Pac camping ministry programs.

Japanese Film Nights
Friday, July 26, 7:30 PM
Friday, August 30, 7:30 PM
July’s film is “Snow Trail (銀嶺の果て)” and August’s film is “Memories of
Tomorrow (明日の記憶 )”.
“Snow Trail” is a 1947 black-and-white Japanese film directed by Senkichi
Taniguchi from Akira Kurosawa's screenplay about the fate of three bank robbers
on the run from the police, who hide out high up in the snowy Japanese
mountains in a remote lodge inhabited by an old man, his granddaughter and an
intrepid mountaineer trapped there by a recent blizzard. They don’t know that the
men are criminals, and a tense standoff starts to unfold.
“Memories of Tomorrow’s” character, Masayuki Saeki is a brilliant and
successful advertising company executive. Saeki is shown to be a prime example
of an ideal Japanese white-collar worker. However he is soon shocked to realize
that he is failing to meet up to his perfect standards and he is diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease. What follows through the rest of the film is a tragic,
emotional and very human portrayal of the suffering and the decline of this once
powerful, soaring man to that of a pitiful state that resembles a second childhood
as the disease wears him down. Based on a novel by Hiroshi Ogiwara and directed
by Yukihiko Tsutsumi.
The films are free and open to our members and friends. Relaxed parking is
available from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM, as well as snacks following the movie. You
are invited to see these two terrific Japanese films!
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All Church Clean-Up

A TASTY FUNDRAISER!
UMW Marie Callender’s Fundraiser
Thursday, July 18.
Come join WLA UMW members at Marie
Callender's, 11324 National Blvd., West Los Angeles
on Thursday, July 18, from 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM for
breakfast, lunch, dinner or takeout. Please give your
server the flyer advertising the event (one flyer per
check) and UMW will receive 20% of your purchase.
Invite family, friends, co-workers, etc. and enjoy a
meal while helping to raise funds for a mission
project to be announced at a later date. Thanks for
your support!
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Saturday, August 31, 8:00 AM
The Trustees invite you to come, eat donuts, and
help clean the church in preparation for fall programs
and the Asian Culture Festival on September 21!
Everyone can help, whether it be washing windows,
dusting pews, straightening storage, sharpening colored
pencils, or a host of other large and small tasks. A job
list is posted in each room and you can have the
pleasure of crossing off items as they are completed.
Coffee breaks are among the favorite parts of the
day! Lunch is provided. So come, help, and have fun.
Please contact Otto Nakano if you have questions.

Church Library Open
Sundays, July 14 and August 4,
11:00 AM—12:00 Noon
Take time to enjoy our church library, located on
the second floor of the Learning Center. The shelves
are filled with books on religion, theology, Asian
American history, and Japanese language resources.
You will also find a terrific Children’s section with
books, videos, and kid-size tables and chairs for reading.
It’s free to borrow and enjoy. Please visit the Library.

Altar Flowers in June
In memory of Fran Ellis
Mike Ellis

Stewardship Report
Please contact the Church Office at 310-479-1379 if you wish to
receive this information.

In memory of Jennifer Ai Kuyama
Rev. Gary Oba & Rev. Janet Cromwell
There are several opportunities to
donate flowers for Sunday worship
this summer. If you wish to honor or
celebrate someone or a special event
with flowers, please sign up in the
Social Hall or contact the church at
310-479-1379.

UM Dodger Night
United Methodist Dodger Night is Saturday, August 3,
against the San Diego Padres, at 6:10 PM. Tickets are $30 each.
Pay with credit card at www.calpacumc.org/dodgers819, as or
by check sent to the District Office no later than July 23.
Payments will not be accepted at Dodger Stadium. For more
info, call the UM West District Office at 562-429-1441.

2019 Asian Cultural Festival
Saturday, September 21, 11:00 AM—4:30 PM
This year's event will include delicious food, live entertainment, fun children's
crafts and games, plants, produce, silent auction, second chance store, art exhibit and
more! Our annual Asian Cultural Festival provides an opportunity to work together,
and share hospitality and our many talents with our community!
Please save the date for our very special fundraiser event as we need YOUR
support and participation. If you have any questions, please contact Sonia Dixon, Bob
Bailey, Valerie Harada-Hayashi or Stan Shimotsu.
Silent Auction
Now is the time to gather items to donate to the 2019 Silent Auction. We welcome your donations of:
 collectibles, vintage items, and antiques
 restaurant and retail gift cards
 vacation condo/resort accommodations
 professional services
 your special talents (hosting a gathering, cooking, baking, entertainment – be creative!)
 theater, concert, movie tickets
 amusement park tickets (Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm, Lego Land, etc.)
 sporting event tickets
Please fill out a donation form and attach it to your donated item(s). Forms will be available in the Youth
Room and the church office.
Second Chance Store
The church collects new and gently used items for the Second Chance Store, including household items,
toys, camping gear, new clothing (with tags). Only children’s books in good condition will be accepted.
Items for the Silent Auction and Second Chance Store may be brought to the church and placed in the
Youth Room after July 19.
Please contact Jane Harada, Kay Yang or Elaine Sunoo if you have any questions about either the Silent
Auction or the Second Chance Store.
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JAPANESE MINISTRY
「JCFN」

JCFN(Japanese Christian Fellowship Network)というミニストリーの働きを御存じでしょ
うか。アメリカなど、海外でクリスチャンになる留学生や駐在員が多く、日本に帰ってから
教会を紹介し、信仰生活をヘルプするミニストリーです。ちょっと敷居の高い日本の教会に
は行けないな。。。と思う人たち、教会が厳しくて馴染めないな。。。私の住む町には教会
がないな。。。と悩む人に、スモールグループを各地に設けて、信仰の励ましを行っている

のです。現代はネット社会で、メールで帰国者たちをつなげる事が出来、主に感謝！一人と
して主の愛の交わりから離れないでつながることを願っています。
私達の教会も、多くの方が帰国されました。そしてJCFNのミニストリーに助けられる人
が、今までも、これからもいると思います。
7月6日（土）11時より、シニアランチで、JCFNよりゲストを招いてお話しを聞きます。帰
国していったあの人たちは、どうなったのかな？JCFNのミニストリーは、何をして帰国者
にヘルプしているのかな？と思う方は、どうぞシニアランチに来てください。無料のラン
チ。そして賛美をして主の御名を一緒にあがめましょう！

Have you heard of “JCFN”(Japanese Christian Fellowship Network)?
Today, many move from Japan to a foreign country as international students or
businessmen and back again. Surprisingly, many become Christians in a foreign country
more than in Japan. But, when they return to Japan, it is not easy to find a church
nearby and eventually some give up their Christian walk. JCFN encourages these
returnees by providing Christian fellowships in small group ministries and connecting
them to nearby churches.
So many people came to our church and went back to Japan. I always wondered what
happens to them in Japan. Who encourages them to stay faithful in Japan?
On July 6 (Sat.) at 11am, we will invite a guest speaker from JCFN and hear this
mystery in Japan. This is Café Aloha… Of course, with free lunch to
all!
平田
th

日本語部カレンダー
7月6日（土）
7月7日（日）
7月14日（日）

7月18日（日）
11時シニアランチ
10時半日英合同礼
拝、教会ピクニック 7月25日（日）
11時日語礼拝、
8月4日（日）
J-Symphonie
(Guitar&Flute)
Guest Music
12時ポットラックラ
ンチ
12時半賛美練習

11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習

8月11日（日）11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
8月18日（日）11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
8月25日（日）11時日語礼拝
12時賛美練習
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Mission Trip Report
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7:00 Choir Rehearsal
Resumes Tonight
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7:30 Japanese Movie Night donuts!
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17
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29
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9:30 UMW Gal Friday
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20
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1
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7:30 Trustee Meeting
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September Newsletter
Article Due

9:30 English Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Japanese Worship
11:00 Library Open
2:00 Creation Bible Study 6:30 Kelton AA

Mon

Sun

A u gu s t 2 0 1 9

Summer Celebration
Sunday, July 7
10:30 AM Combined Worship Service
In the Church Sanctuary
12:00 All Church Potluck Picnic
Cheviot Hills Park, 2551 Motor Ave.
Everyone is welcome to West LA UMC’s
Summer Celebration, beginning with one
worship service at 10:30 AM, followed by a
short trip to the annual All Church Potluck
Picnic.
Donations of fun and useful Bingo Prizes are being collected in the Social Hall.
Bring something to share at the lunch, and then enjoy the games, prizes, and
fellowship with your church family.

You can also view this newsletter online at
www.wlaumc.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

July / August 2019
1913 Purdue Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025

West Los Angeles United Methodist Church

